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might have chosen Chauncey M. De-pe-w

some years ago, for he had cer-
tain popular qualities which obscured
the defects of his character and rec-

ord, but only a handful of votes would
be cast for him now if he were a can-
didate at primaries for Mr.
Aldrich could not have appealed suc-

cessfully to the people of Rhode Isl-
and in 1905. On the other hand, in
Connecticut the late Senators Hawley
and Piatt could always have relied up-
on the support of the republican
masses in their state. The republi-
cans of Pennsylvania would emphati-
cally reject Senator Penrose if he
should now be a candidate at prima-
ries. To these examples, taken from
four adjoining states, others might be
added.

We do not say that the people at

passing resolutions in favor cf a con
stitutional amendment permitting the
election of senators by direct popular
vote. But there was no prospect that
the desired change would be brought
about in this way. Amending the
constitution in response to the reso
lutions of state legislatures is a
clumsy and slow proceeding. There
was an easier way to reach the end
which those legislatures sought. This
way has been found and used in more
than a dozen states. Voters are em-

powered to name at their party pri
maries their candidates for a senate
vacancy soon to be filled, and then
the party majrity in the . legislature
obeys the mandate thus given at the
polls.

In Illinois, a few weeks ago, the re
publican voters of the state at their
primaries gave a majority of about
two to one for the of Sen-
ator Cullom, whose opponent was ex- -

Governor Yates. The formal
of Senator Cullom will follow. In

eleven southern states the same meth
od has been used this year. At the
primaries in Alabama recently,
votes were cast not only for two
senators, but also for two alter
nates. Senators Pettus and Morgan
are to be without opposi-
tion, but they are so old (the first be
ing in his 86th year, and the second
in his 83d) that provision had to be
made for filling the place of either
if he should die or become disabled.
Mr. Morgan's term will expire in 1907;
Mr. Pettus' in 1909. But the legisla
ture meets only once in four years,
and the people will determine now
who shall be appointed by the gover
nor to fill any vacancy occurring when
the legislature is not in session.

At these primaries there was also
a vote for a candidate for governor.
The successful man now knows whom
he must appoint if either Senar
Morgan or Senator Pettus be removed
from his seat at Washington by dis
ability or death. In Oregon the people
vote for senatorial candidates first
at their party primaries, and then at
the regular state election.

While such an expression of prefer
ence is not legally binding upon a
legislature, there is no danger that
it will be disregarded in any state
where these methods are used, for
candidates for the legislature are
pledged to carry out the wishes of
the people as expressed at the pri-
maries or polls.

There are indications that several
other states will soon follow the ex-

ample set by those which now elect
senators in this way. We hazard the
prediction that in every state, twenty
years hence, senators (although for-
mally elected by legislatures) will
really be chosen by direct popular
vote; and it will all be done without
the aid of a constitutional amendment.

The sooner the better. It is a
change much to be desired. A can-
didate for senator should go before
the people. They can not be con-
trolled by objectionable influences to
which many a legislative majority has
surrendered. Very rarely will a sen-
ator chosen at the primaries repre-
sent great corporations when he is
elected, although he may enter their
service afterward. A candidate ap-

pealing to the people, and not relying
upon the manipulation of a few mem-
bers of a legislature, must commonly
stand for what he really is. and must
be publicly committed to policies which
he will not thereafter oppose. In
every way he will be closer to the
people, more in sympathy with them,
than the average senator selected by
an unrestrained legislature has been
or can be.

When we look at a list of the sen-
ators now in office and think of some
others who preceded them we realize
that in many instances the people
and their states would have been more
honestly and decently represented if
their legislatures had been bound or
instructed by a preliminary popular
vote. The people of New York would
never have asked at primaries for
the election of Thomas C. Piatt. They

the Independent Order of Odd Fellows
temple.

West Point The biennial conven
tion of the Nebraska state council of
the Catholic Knights of America will
convene in West Point October Iti,
with delegates from everv branch in
the state. The state officers will be
present. A solemn high mass will be
sung immediately preceding the onen
ing of the convention, at which Very
Rev. Joseph Huesing, spiritual direc
tor, will officiate, assisted by other
clergymen, also members of the or
der, the present state officers are:
William Schiltz, Columbus, president;
Ferdinand Walter, West Point, vice
president; Lawrence h. Weruert,
Grand Island, secretary, and John J I.
Lindale, West Point, treasurer.

Leigh Work will be begun on a sys-
tem of water works for the town of
Ieigh within a few days. The bonds,
which are for $8,000, have been sold
to the Ancient Order of Unite! Work-
men for their face value. C. E. P.eaty,
a local man, has the contract, and has
already placed an order for the mate-
rial.

Kulo Many farmers are through
digging potatoes here. The cron is a
very satisfactory, one and farmers are
wen pieasea with the result. Early
Ohio and Rural New Yorker No 2
are very large and smooth. A. K.
Swam dug fifty bushels of ;he latter
from less than one-fift- h acre of ground
Sweet potatoes are a large crop and
sell at from' 75c to $1 per bushel.
Some are so large that thev resemble
small pumpkins more than sweet po-
tatoes.

David City Matt Miller, of this city,
was nominated by the democratic
party Thursday evening for supervisor.
The supervisor battle will be a hard
fought one, as Mr. J. C. Fleming, nom
inee of the republican party, is a
strong man, and so is Mr. Miller.

Schuyler With the forty new ce
ment crossings being put in Schuyler
has either brick or cement sidewalks
to all parts of the town.

Beatrice A gang of laborers reach
ed Beatrice last evening front' Omaha,
en route to Marysville, Kas., to work
on the Marvsville-Topek- a cutoff of the
Union Pacific. The party, which num-
bered about twenty-five- , proceeded
south this morning.

Wood River Several thousand head
of sheep were received here last week
and will be fed in this neighborhood
this winter. They are principally
Wyoming and Idaho stock.

Kennard Washington countv has
4,418 children of school age. School
property is valued at $164,494. Total
wages paid to teachers last year $38,- -

im, which is an increase of $1,421.50
over the previous year.

West Point The record of births
and deaths for Cuming county for the
month of October, is as follows: Births
12, deaths 5. The record for the year
ending September 20: Biihs 169,
deaths 47. During the year four pairs
of twins were born in the county.

Stansberry & Schwinck, of Wisner,
Neb., had a car of calves on Friday's
market that sold for $4.50, the highest
price of the season for a straight car
load of stock calves. Nye & Buchanan

Co. sold them.

DIRECT ELECTION OF SENATORS

The terms of thirty United States
senators will expire next year. Not
less than one-thir- d of the vacancies
thus caused will be filled by popular
elections. In obedience to the con-

stitution, the legislatures will go
through the form of electing these
men, but the successful candidates will
already have been chosen by popular
vote at party primaries. Not many
years ago tho state legislatures, or a

time of the congressional convention
which nominated him.

Mr. Hammond was called up over
the long distance telephone from The
News office and asked regarding the
rumor. He said:

"It is not true that I intend to bolt.
The Tribune is suooorting Judge Bovd
as well as he will let us on his record.
The fact that he is a nas rider and
not in full sympathy with his party is
something it cannot control. The
Tribune prints the whole republican
ticket at the top of its editorial col-

umns; including Judere Bovd's name.
There is no trade and no need of one.
'or the republican legislative t'cVpt
n Dodge county is practically certain

-- f election."
The renort of Mr. Hammond's sup-ose- d

disaffection were said to have
come direct from democrats of Dodge
rounty, who claimed to have knowl-sdg- e

of an understanding on the con-

gressional and legislative tickets.

NEBRASKA NEWS.

Beatrice Farmers in this locality
are ad vert 'sing for cornnuskers. and
from now on until afer Thanksriviner
men out of employment should have
no trouble in findine-- nlenty of work.

Beatrice Abel Bliss has old his
farm of 160 acres to Joseph Kozak for
flO.fiOO.

Bradshaw J. P. Scammerhorn. liv-

ing north of here, threshed twenty
ac-e- s of wheat that yielded fiTy-si- r

bushels to the acre of the vory bs
quality of winter wheat. At the pres-
ent, price each acre returned 33.

Beatrice The American Construc-
tion comnanv. which has the contract
for installing thp Eaton gas plmt, an-

nounces that the work of laying the
mains and the excavation for the new
building will begin next week.

North Platte About $25,000 will be
distributed among the beet crowers of
the county October 15 for beets
shipped in September, and next month
the checks for the October shipments
will probablv reach $75,000.

Osceola It is thought the $15,000
bond issue for the proposed electric
road between Omaha and Hastings
will be voted on in this county at the
special election next week.

Arborville A. W. Shaffer this week
marketed some seven-months-ol- d

Bhonts. weighing 200 pounds each. Mr.
Shaffer is one of the champion hog
raisers of York county.

. Henderson Six land owners and
farmers bough, today six automobile
tourinsr cars. York county farmers are
so prosperous they can afford to invest
in automobiles.

Beatrice The A. D. Snencer Grain
and Elevator company of Barneston
yesterday sold its elevator to the Lin-
coln Elevator company, the considera-
tion being $5,000.

David City The Ancient Order of
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primary elections will always make
the best choice. It is possible to de
ceive and mislead them. But we are
convinced that in a large majority of
instances public interests will be bet-
ter served by the direct popular selec
tion of senatorial candidates than by
the election of senators by legisla-
tures which have received no such
instructions or commands from the
people. New York Independent.

HOLIDAYS, LEGAL AND NATIONAL

A Zanesville, Ohio, reader of The
Commoner writes: "Will you please
name the national holidays and tell
something of their origin and history?"

So far as actual law is concerned
there is no national holiday. Several
anniversaries, July 4, for instance, are
made legal holidays by many of the
states. Several years ago congress
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THE FARMER BOY of today
is the successful business man
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