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chased exemption from draft Into the
service with cash, and who made for-

tunes out of war contracts with the
government.

It is now forty-on- e years since the
close of the Civil war, and it 1.3 only
twelve years since what wa3 vulgarly
termed the "bloody shirt" has gone
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nto retirement from the business.
But so strong had special interests be-

come in our politics by that tine that
in the election of 1896, those who prof- -

ted by the control of the government
iiad waxed so fat in plunder that they
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actually purchased the national electio i
of that year. The campaign of 1896,

xowever, made it cleor to the observer
of political acumen that the dawning
of new era was here, and that the rest,
upon the laurels of '61 and '6o, had ex-

pired, that a new generation was pre-

paring for a final encot liter with the
political problems of their day.

who individually and through the cor-

porations they controlled furnished
the fabulous campaign fund of 1896,

and, Mark Hanna, who in reality was
the administration because all who
know anything about the McKinley ad-

ministration know that all important
matters were submitted by McKinley
to Hanna, and that Hanna's judgment
was invariably accepted as final,
was a man who believed in the
doctrine of "Quick Pro Quo," that ev-

ery man who contributed to the cam-

paign fund was entitled to an adequate
return for his money and it was a

principle with him to keep faith with
his

The demand that we re-tai- n the
Philippine Islands was made upon the
administration by a committee rep-

resenting what was then known as the
American-Chin- a Development Com-

pany, consisting of nearly all of the
great railway magnates of this coun-

try. Simultaneous with this demand,
the British minister at Washington,
the late Sir Julian Pauncefote, urged
upon the president and the secretary
of state the advisability of our retain-
ing the. Islands. The suggestion that
the United States government take
possession of the Islands came origin-
ally from the Anglo-Chin- a Develop-
ment Company ( to the American-Chin- a

Development Company, and through
the latter the demand for their reten-
tion was male upon the government
at Washington.

Many of our readers will remember
reading some sixteen or more years

slow evolution of human knowledge
through the eons and ages of strug-

gle and experiment wherein every sin-

gle step in advance was made at the
cost of countless failures during cen-

turies of heartache in which millions
went to their graves in disappoint-
ment and dispair worn out in heroic
struggle to gain that which the im-

penetrable future withheld from them,
the knowledge necessary to a realiza-

tion of justice and brotherhood, the
seeds of which were planted in the
primitive human heart.

The progress of man is onward and

upward, but the pace has ever been
necessarily slow, measured by the
span of the individual human life. In
the great matters involving social

progress when perchance a single ad-

vance step is taken, the generation
whose good fortune it happens to be
to make the advance spend the balance
of their lives in defending the position
gained, seemingly incapable of little
besides except self laudation and self
glorification over the work they have
done.

The generation that blotted out chat-

tel slavery, while ever jealous of the
fruits of the terrible civil war, seemed
incapable of taking the next sp in

advance, or even of contributing ap-

preciably toward checking the rapid
development of devouring evils that
had their origin and growth during
and since the close of the Civil war.

During many years after the close of
the terrible conflict of '61 and '65, the
dying embers of the Civil war were

successfully fanned into a flauie for
election purposes. This was first done
Ly politicians merely seeking office.

But, it being found to produce the re-

quired results politically, was soon
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When an isseu is One it disregards
conventions and forms, and holds in

utter contempt the high, priests of the
regime that is doomed to fall. At such

time the tones of old leaders that
once charmed becomes repellant, and
the oracular power of the soul causes
men to recoil from and rebel againstLincoln, Keb.
erstwhile leaders. Nature repud'ates
the demagogue by laws of its own, nnd
le is spewn from the mou.ns of men.

The errors that are doomed may still
represent power, and may yet com
mand the market ptyce for a brief pe

A WORD OF BUSINESS TO OUR

SUBSCRIBERS.

We have been so much absorbed in

the work of helping you in your strug-

gles for better and cleaner politics that
we have greatly neglected the sub-

scription accounts of our subscribers.
That you have not paid may be our
fault more than yours. We are very

riod. They may continue 1 r a while
to find apoligists and attract syco-

phants. But, when the tiu.e has ar-

rived for the change and the voice of
God begins to thunder in the universal

Club Offerhuman heart, the defenders of the er-

rors to be destroyed mig'it as well de-

claim against the tides as to longer
appeal for popular supportseized upon by certain interests seek

ing profit through legislation, who suc

iiiuwii in -'. J ...- - ..... a '

ly appreciate it if every subscMbT
will promptly send in the amount that
is now due. The wrapper on your pa-

per will indicate to you the time to
which you have paid. Will you not

help us by a prompt remittance of the
amount you owe?
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WHY ARE WE IN THE PHILLI- -ceeded in weaving theories and gov-

ernmental policies designed for the ex
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PINES?

If a referendum vote had been tak
en in the United States three months

ploitation of the people into the web
of prejudices that the war left as

legacy, thus insuring the success of
their scheme of spoliation by the cun-

ning blending of pernicious economic
before Dewey's guns thundered in
Manila harbor on that fateful May

policies with a prejudice with which
for political purposes they became

morning in 1898 it is doubtful if a sin-

gle American citizens would have
practically interchangeable for a gen voted in favor of our government tak-

ing over the Phillipine Islands fromeration.

Spain. Aye, we will go even furtherAs a result the party of Lincoln and

A NEW ERA IN POLITICS.

The overthrow of political bosses
and the smashing of old political ma-

chines are features
of present day politics. Political idols
are being ruthlessly broken, and party
leaders who comparatively but yester-

day were looked upon with reverence
and regarded as marvels of greatness
and purity are being driven from

place and power, followed by the male-

dictions of former worshippers. In

Sumner became the party of Carnegie, and affirm our disbelief that the very
men who were responsible for ourMorgan and Rockefeller, antipodes,

divergent and utterly irreconcilable
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taking the Islands ever considered
the matter prior to that May morning,
or that the final action taken resulted

in spirit or purpose. The time during
which this vast change was brought

from the suggestion of any Americanabout marks the reign of the dema
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citizen.gogue in our politics, a period of un-

reasoning fanaticism, lasting a full
the awakening of the national intellect
and conscience that is in process the The question of why are we in the

generation, during which time a ma Phillipines, must therefore excite some
curiosity in the mind of the average

political demagogues, who for a quar-

ter of a century have successfully
played upon the prejudices of the peo

joiity of our voters responded to the
magic touch of the demagogue with as American, particularly so in view of
much ardor and righteous conceit as
the citizens of Boston and Salem

dilemma we find ourselves in after
eight years' experience when it is
clearly demonstrated that they must
ever remain a heavy financial burden

ple to obtain position and power af-

ter which in return for political sup-

port, campaign funds and other per-

quisites and bribes have betrayed the
people and served the corporations are

1.25
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brought to the hanging of witches
century earlier.

In justice to the soldiers of the civil
war it must be said that they contribbeing discovered and are receiving S. Louis nepuDiic (twice

a week) and Farm Procondign punishment at the hands of uted no more in proprotion to their
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people are set free. Man being by na other citizens of that period, and that
chief among the designing men who

magazine qq
Everybody's Magazine.... j.50
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upon us, and we have thus far failed
to conceive of any way of disposing
of them that will justify the original
taking of the Islands.

The readers of the Independent
were promised some months ago that
they would be given the reasons that
influenced the administration at Wash-

ington in taking possession of the
Phillipine Islands. That promise will
now be redeemed. First, the McKin-

ley admnlistration was under especial
obligations to the great capitalists

ture an idolator Idolizes the individual
planned to utilize for selfish and das 1.35who exhibit the strength and prowess Mr. Berge's new book on "Tho ctardly purposes the apparently naturato give invulnerability to his cher
and inevitable prejudices consequentished opinions concerning matters of
upon so great a national convulsionpublic policy.
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were the men who hired substitutes toThe tenacity with which men hold

opinions Is but a natural result of the represent them at the front or pur


