
THE SPOKANE WOMAN

THE FAN OF MITHRAS
The Hindu listened with growing in-

terest. His slight figure straightened
and the brilliance of his black eyes
deepened,

“But the greatest crime in America
is to differ with the majority!” he
cried. “I have been interested to note
that! You write on a law book that
such and such a thing is a crime, then
you prove that it is not a crime when
such and such is committed because
the majority of those who have to do
with the law decide that it isn't!”

Hurd grinned and shook his head.
“You don’t get me into any political
argument—"

“Where were you, Rawa, the night

of the murder?” he asked, suddenly.
“Here, in this room.”
“All the time?”
“No,” calmly,

was in India!”’
“part of the time 1

“Great Guns!” the ejaculation was
heartfelt. “India?”

“Certainly! 1 have complete con-
trol of Prana, so why should 1 not go

where and when 1 please?”

“But, my dear sir, this is not poli-
ties!” Rawa interrupted passionately,
“Why do you Americans always label
anything dealing with social ethics
as polities?”

earth. When you say you were able

to partly succeed in solving your prob-
lem as to how you were to return the
key and fan to Mithras, just what do
you mean? Talk English!”

“1 have been speaking in English!"”
“Sure, 1 know!” Hurd exclaimed, im-

patiently. “But talk the sort of English
1 understand!”

The detective got to his feet and
plunged his hands deeply into his
trousers' pockets.

“And this Prana, you say, took you
to India the night of the murder?”
he demanded. “What kind of dope
do you use?”

“I do not defile my body with dope!”
Rawa flushed for the first time. “My
body is pure and without the need of

“Because it effects the votes—"
“Votes? What are votes when it

becomes a matter of ethics?’ The
man's voice shook with conviction.”
If an individual has come to the con-
clusion that only one course of action
is open to him, it doesn’t matter how
many are opposed to him, his conclu-

For a second the Hindu was silent
as though he were weighing every
word he was about to speak, then he
said, slowly: “Sir, you defile yourself
with doubt—"

“Oh, rot! Cut out the prayer meet-
ing—"

exterjor aid. Only through a pure body
can Prana hope to operate!”

“Humph!” the detective grunted.”
“I'll have to look up this Prana dope.”

“I tell you it is not dope! It is de-
filing to even mention such a thing!
Prana is the rope by which 1 seek
freedom!”

“l meant merely to point out that
you blind your own sight when you
accept suspicion—you can find what
vou seek only by clearing your mind of
the doubts that assail it—you have
that belief in your own religious teach-
ing—only the pure in heart shall find
heaven—"

“Say! Who said*l wanted to go to
heaven? I'm looking for the man that
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killed old Taine Grant, the man that
sent him to heaven, not for the road
he took to get there!” He stopped

and suddenly his brow was corrugated

with a new suspicion. “You are not
trying to threaten me, are you?"

“Threaten you?’' Honest surprise
spoke in the man’s tone. “Why should
I threaten you?”

“This talk of going to heaven—you
don’t mean by any chance that you
think it safer for me to quit this job
than to keep on it?”

A faint smile lit the somber features
of Rawa.

“My dear sir, I am interested only in
watching man’s activities. I have
pointed out a road that seemed saner
to me than the one you pursue, but it
neither pains nor pleases me to have
you accept or reject my advice. I am
a student of the world!” he said
proudly. “I am neither a master or
a slave.”

(To Be Continued.)
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sion is right and he should act upon
it! What you do not know about in
your mind does not exist!”

“l] see! Then just why were you
fooling with this here Prana the night
of the murder?”

“I told you not to shoot again! One
shot was enough!” Hurd's tone was
light enough, but a new watchfulness
had crept into his sharp eyes. “Let's
talk about something we can both un-
derstand! What do you think of the
ethics, as you call it, in this house?”

“There was an error done in the
first place,” Rawa retorted gravely,”
and that error induced another.”

“Meaning?"

“Because the end and aim of Prana-
yama is to control everything in the
universe! 1 had a problem and 1
wished it solved, why should I not
seek the aid of Prana? As you know,

when a Yogi becomes perfect there is
nothing in nature not under his con-
trol! I am not perfect, still 1 have
some power! 1 tell you I had a prob-
lem and I sought aid in India! Prana
took me there!”

“Mr. Grant had stolen. This in it-
self is an obstruction to Yoga, but far
more than stealing, he had taken a

sacred implement from the great god,
Mithras. It follows that he had to be
removed. Internal and external puri-

fication are necessary to overcome the
thoughts that are inimical to Yoga.”

“You mean that in order to get rid’
of this here ‘error, as you call it, Mr,
Grant not only had to admit his sin,

but give up his life—"
“Internal and external purification!”
“A new name for murder!” mur-

mured the detective.
The Hindu made no reply, but stood

thoughtfully considering the blue book
on the hard pine table. As Hurd
looked to him, that in his sallow face
there was something inhuman, a sort
of cold intellectualism that took no

“And this problem, what was ijt?"

“The restoration of the Fan of Mith-
ras to its temple! The correction of
an error in the world—" The words
were piling out in hot confusion.

“l see!” the detective interrupted.
“And did you correct this here error?”

For a second there was a complete
silence in the room, The Hindu seemed
confused and weary. A film of dejec-
tion seemed to settle over his dark
face.

“Not entirely, no!” he answered,
sadly. “Perhaps it was not so or-
dained.”

“Just how far did you succeed?” the
detective demanded peering up intent-
ly into the Hindu's dejected face,

“l was able to reach India,” was
the weary reply, “but I could not find
my old master—"

account of the weaknesses of the body,

but rather exulted in the harsh judg-
ments of the mind against it,

Hurd jumped restlessly to his feet.
“Cut out this stuff, Rawa, about

India,” he blurted, “Come down to
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