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China and More China, Pitchers and Plates; Art
Treasures Are the Possession of Mrs. F. E. Krause

Ancient Chinese and Early American as Well as Rare Pieces from the Hands

of England's Earliest Potters Are Inheritance of a Spokane Woman

By PAULINE SUING BLOOM.

There is such a thing as having too much of any
good thing, and Mrs. Fred E. Krause has too much

china for any one woman to possess. She says so,

herself, and that ought to be the final word. After

displaying as much as she believes good taste will
permit, having half a dozen entire sets in the vari-

ous pantries and china closets of the house together

with the collection of pictures for which her family
was famous in North America, dozens of exquisite

plates and cups, rare examples from the potter's
hand of the last four centuries, she has 15 barrels
left over and packed in the basement.

The china represents the family accumulations as
a fad handed down from generation to generation,

and Mrs. Krause, the last heir, brought a carload of

The English willow is distinguished by the two
doves flying off together representing the souls of

the lovers while the Canton willow, which is the

older, shows the lovers crossing to the island in the

little bark. If you are trying to discover if a piece
is original, count the oranges. Mrs. Krause says

that an original willow will have just 30 oranges

while copies are apt to have more or less, accord-
ing to the imagination of the artist. Enormous plat-
ters of such interesting design and color recall
feasts of bygone days. One rare old piece has a
rack like that of a roasting pan perforated with
dozens of little holes, leaving a bit of the pattern

to the imagination.
One of the curious things of the sets of dessert

plates of the olden days which Mrs. Krause has is
the fact that there are 13 in the set, each different

in design. Old Maiolica plates and pitchers have a
glory all their own, the colorings putting the pres-

ent-day examples of the ware to shame. Luster
ware cups in all their dignity stand beside Spode
with the tiny cup plates on which the cup was
placed with much dignity when the tea was poured

into the saucer to drink.
Mrs. Krause (Bertie Stephenson, by the way, she

does not like her name), was born in Pennsylvania

2. IDev;by—Old Crown 1763 tea pot banded by copper
ustre,

1. Lowestoft helmet pitchers and plate.
stands first at the top of the tree, but he will not
put the French mark on his ware (the Double L),

or 1 could sell any quantity at the tip-top price old
Sevres China sells for. He has a conscientious
objection and would not be a party to deception.

For a quarter of a century he was the advocate and
supporter of the temperance cause. When the

movement first came up, he emptied his barrels,

cut them in two for tubs and had the mashing stick
made into a good stout walking staff, which until
his death he carried as a trophy of the victory he

had achieved over popular prejudice and long-con-

tinued habit.”

rare old china and antique furniture to Spokane on
the death of her uncle and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Rob-
ert Stephenson of Minneapolis.

The William B. Stephensons, senior and junior,

her grandparents and great-grandparents, were
early settlers of Port Deposit, Cecil county, Mary-

land. The latter William B. Stephenson’'s sister
married Philip S. Harris, whose ancestor, John
Harris, had the honor of having the city of Harris-

burg, Pa., named for him after his famous rescue
from the Indians when he was found tied to a tree,

the debris about his feet already lighted. Mrs.

Krause says that a painting of this scene hung al-
ways in the ancestral home at Harrisburg. Her col-

lection of china and antiques includes the set of
china with which the Harris' began housekeeping
as well as the rare pieces which Mrs. Stephenson

in Maryland and Mrs. Harris in Harrisburg, sisters-
in-law, vied with each other in collecting.

The famous collection of pitchers was made by

the Stephensons and besides those shown in cuts
here, there are between 20 and 30 more ranging in
ghape from the rare lustre half-pint size to the jug
which holds a half gallon or more,

Mrs. Krause has the entire set of china with
which the pretty Harriet Wilson began housekeep-
ing after her marriage in 1839 to Count Bodisco,

minister of Russia to America. They were credited
with setting the fashion for international marriages.

He was 60 and she 16, but their union was an en-
tirely happy one. On his deathbed he expressed the
hope that his young widow would marry again and
make another man as happy as she had him. The
get is a copy of the first set of decorated china
made in England.

A blue dragon pitcher made by Thomas Turner

at Caughley, England, in 1772, is one of the treas-
ures. Caughley is coming into prominence again
for a rare bit of history reprinted from the Gentle-
man’s magazine of October, 1859, It follows: “At
Shallowford in the Quaker’s burying ground, a quiet,
sunny spot, within hearing distance of the murmur-
ings of the Trent, were laid the last remains of a
good and clever man, Thomas Martin Randall.
Born at Broseley, he served his time, like the late
Herbert Minton’s father at Caughley, the earliest
of our Shropshire porcelain works and the nursery

of a class of very clever men. From thence he re-
moved to Coalport, thence to London, afterwards
Mandeley and thence to the potteries, where he
succeeded after great perseverance and expense, in
producing specimens of porcelain equal to those he
made his model—the highest production of the

Royal Sevres works in the palmy days of Louis

XIV-XV. “Aye, sir,” said a well-known dealer
in the Strand in our hearing, “The old Quaker

Rare pieces of Wedgwood, including fine salt
glazed ware made in 1750 or earlier, is included in 4, Stone ware, salt glaze, 1690-1780.

but was reared at Port Deposit, Maryland. She
came west with her parents when a young girl and

lived in Tacoma until her marriage to the late Fred
Krause. With her at the home which has Spokane’s
most extensive treasures of rare old china are her

two sons, Fred, a student at the University of Idaho,
and Bob, who attends Lewis and Clark high school.

JOIN FANCHER CLUB
Close to 2000 women of Spokane, and nearly half

that number from country districts have joined the
Fancher for Congress Club, supporting the candi-
dacy of Jack T. Fancher who seeks the congres-

sional seat from the Fifth district in November’s
election, it was made known today at Fancher head-
quarters in the Hutton Building.

Two Spokane women, Mrs. E. T. Lavigne and
Mrs, . A. Noteware, are vice presidents of the ex-
ecutive committee of the club. The committee ros-
ter includes the names of Mrs, Alice French, Mrs.
L. J. Birdseye, Mrs. Arthur W. Cowley, Mrs. Hilda
Paterson, Mrs, £, B. Huntley, Mrs, Lucy P. Linder,
and Mrs. M. L. Reeves,

3. Sunderland pottery, 1824,

the collection as well as an entire Wedgwood set,

the china with which her grandparents began
housekeeping. =5

Religion is exhibited in many curious ways. We
are glad that we do not have to eat from dishes
which display the command “Prepare to meet thy
God” greeting the eye when the last lettuce leaf is

consumed. I am afraid we would cultivate the

habit of leaving the dainty green covering over the
verse as we do not believe that the dinner table is
just the place for intensely spiritual contemplation,
and the inscription unconsciously conveys the pos-

sibility of poison in the food. Dixon Austin and
Co., 1824-37, frequently decorated this china ac-
companied with verses and pink metallic luster so
usual on the Sunderland jugs. Mrs. Krause, too,
keeps those exotic plates where the greeting of
the Trappist monk is not a “daily reminder.”

Rare examples of English willow and Canton
willow decorate the plate rail in the dining room.

Spokane women who have joined the Fancher
colors include Mesdames W, H. Ziegler, T, L. Pear-
son, F, L. Sherman, Thomas J. Smith, R, A. Bar-
rick, John R. Neely, George Bolks, A. A. Kelley,
F. G. Sprowl, Lucy McDonald, W. A, Hicks, Ettie
Coffey, D. F. Sells, E. H. Holley, James A. Ford,

W. B. Chandler, Tom Corkery, Harry Wraight, Guy
Toombs, M. D. Tottem, George Chant, J. A, Fair-
born, A. A. Salmon, W, W, James, J. E. Hoyt, Fred
Carlin and Dr. Frances Rose,

Organization of women supporters of Fancher in
districts outside of Spokane was started about two

weeks ago, and already the number enlisted in the
ranks of the club is approaching the 1000 mark,

according to Mrs. Lavigne, It is expected that the
roster of women from the country districts, where
Fancher is said to be gaining trememdous support,
will number approximately 1500 before the end of
the present campaign.
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