
4_ 
THE MENA STAR. 

iTw. ST. Jown & SONS 

The New Era, established In Dalle* In 1888a* 

he PioKtam. the oldest paper in Polk count; 
was absorbed b; The Star In 18#7. 

rfUiSCRIPTION RATES. 

One Year.fl.Oo 
SI C Month*.60c 
Three Months.60c 

Advertising rata* given on application 

-' 

Mena Commercial Club 
A. W. St. John, President. 
Judge Wright Prickett, Vice 

President. 
E. H. Donaldson, Secretary. 
Harry Ravenscraft, Treasur- 

er. 

Correspondence* with Home- 
seekers and Investors invited. 
Address 

E. H. DONALDSON, 
Secretary. 

< .... 

THE STRENGTH OF THE PEOPLE 
It is said that if a horse or an elephant knew his strength man 

could not use either as a beast of burden. The same is true of a 

city. If the citizens only realized the strength they possess when 

acting as a unite in advancing the interests of the city, nothing 
could stop the general prosperity. 

The foregoing from the Carthage, (Mo.) Press, probably con- 

veys more truth than the writer thereof even dreamed of, especially 
when carried forward into other realms of activity. 

On a recent visit to that city, where as a former home, memories 
of many trials, triumphs and tribulations were revived, we had an 

opportunity to witness many object lessons showing the power of 
the people when united to a common purpose, or to make a city 
beautiful and prosperous. 

Among these was the magnificent court house, the pride of the 

state, the nicely gravelled streets and roads leading in all directions 
for miles out into the country, and last and greatest of all the mag- 
nificent high school building only recently completed at a cost of 

$105,000, all built by the people, for the people, and lasting monu- 

ments to their strength when working together for a common 

purpose. 
But the real beauty of these and similiar public works in a city 

or country is the fact they are built by and for all the people. The 

streets and roads can be used as freely by the humblest citizen a: 

by the most wealthy; the children of the poor can walk into that 

splendid high school building with the same sense of proprietorship, 
and rightly claim the same attention and graduate with the satm 

* honors as the children of the most wealthy—the only requisite being 
merit and ability. 

We read recently that a movement had been formed in London 
to place works of real art in the homes of people unable to buj 
them, it being claimed, and rightly, that “art, one of the best gifts 
of heaven to man, never was intended to be exclusively a luxury ol 

the rich,” but it occurs to us that a better method of carrying oul 

this altruistic idea would be for the people to manifest their strengtl 
by building roads, parks and public buildings where works of ari 

can be placed at public expense, each and all an inspiration toward 

a higher, better citizenship, and all accomplished without the de 

grading, humiliating tendencies which accompany gifts from th< 

rich to the poor. 
In the new Carthage high school we read another lesson of th< 

future, which is, that as all the advantages to be secured there an 

free to the poor boy or girl of that city, so should the advantages 
the inspiration of art, literature, music, and everything leading to ; 

higher education in the universities and colleges, be as free to tb( 

youths of the state and nation, and, like the high school named, b4 

built and sustained by the united strength of the people, therebj 
inculcating an independende* of thought and a more perfect man 

hood than can be attained from educational institutions dependent 
upon endowments from those whose money bears the taint of dis- 

honesty, corruption and oppresion of the poor; 
And this forces another thought: 
Does anyone suppose for a moment that if the people, like the 

horse or the elephant, knew their strength they would submit for 

another hour to be the beasts of burden of the various trusts and 

monopolies which now hold them and the government in powerful 
and corrupting clutches? 

Does any one suppose that with the object lessons now being 
presented, the agitation and education now being forced upon the 

people that they will not realize their strength and act as a unit in 

advancing the interests of their country, by doing for themselves 

what they have heretofore delegated to private corporations and 

thereby insure permanent and general prosperity? 
When this time comes, and the signs of the times point to the 

fact that it is coming at a rapid pace, all public institutions and 

utilities will be like our wagon roads and school buildings, built and 

conducted by and for the people and there will not be the necessity 
which apparently now exists to place works of art in the homes of 

the poor, or for cities and communities to assume the humiliating 
posture of beggars to build libraries or sustain colleges. 

The horse and the elephant, not knowing their power may remain 

beasts of burden. The people, by learning their strength, will 

not. 

ROOSEVELT’S PLACE IN HIS- 
TORY. 

When a man is in the mid-course 
of a vigorous, expanding career, to 

prophesy his niche in the hall of 
fame is usually not only a difficult, 
but a dangerous, undertaking. At 
the risk, however, of being prema- 
ture, it may be said with confidence 
that Theodore Roosevelt will live in 
American history as the man who 
stirred a lethargic public conscience 
into fruitful activity. It may be 
recalled in after years that Theodore 
Roosevelt wrote books instinct with 
the vigor of his own dominant per- 
sonality; it will not be forgotten 
that he led the “Rough Riders” up 
San Juan’s slope; the fact that by 
sheer force of his great will and the 
public sentiment he helped to call 
into being he wrung remedial legis- 
lation from an unwilling Congress, 
will be an incident of the story; but 
the writer, if he be worthy of the 
great task he undertakes, must re- 

cord that to Theodore Roosevelt, 
more than to any other one man, 

belongs the credit of having caused 
the American people to pause in 
their career of commercial aggrand- 
dbement and take thought of a 

higher code of morals for the count- 

ing house and the political office. 
Theodore Roosevelt has been ac- 

cused of “preaching.” Granted 
that the charge be true, had evei 

the evangelist of a great truth s 

better cause or a more splendid 
audience ? Everywhere the leaven ol 
an awakened public conscience is 
working. In every village and ham- 
let, in every city and state and up- 

ward to the doors of the nation’s 
legislators, the trend has been to- 
ward a return to a standard ol 
honesty that had come to be more 

honored in the breach than in tht 
observance. 

Senator Beveridge expressed the 
idea well when he said a few days 
since that not punishment, but re* 

form, was the aim of the new code 
of business honor. Punishment and 
reform are not always inseparable. 
Neither does the one always follow 
as a result of the other. Punish- 
ment is an external incentive to an 

effect; reform, true reform, is an 

internal cleansing that washes away 
contamination that is the root of the 
disease. It is not punishment, but 
reform that the aroused people ol 
America are seeking today, and of 

i. I1JJ 

this creed time must concede that 
Theodore Roosevelt is the apostle.— 
Kansas City Star. 

COURT REVIEW AND SPOILED 
MEAT. 

If the request of the packers for a 

court review clause in the meat in- 
spection bill should be granted, 
would there not almost necessarily 
follow that amendment of court pro- 
cesses for which the country has 
been so long insistent? Let this 
possibility be considered—even if it 
is no more than fanciful—before the 
court review provision is condemned 
or ridiculed. 

Even with cold storage, meat is a 

perishable commodity. It is easy to 

imagine what would happen to a 

carload of it in litigation if the 
courts should show no more expedi- 
tion in the trial of causes than now 

distinguishes both the Federal and 
state tribunals. Summary proces- 
ses, so-called, now exist, but it is 
only necessary to remember the in- 
junction in the Kansas City gas case, 
and similar trials, to appreciate how 
far from “summary” they may be 
made by ingenious counsel, bent on 

VtVIUJ 

If this power to take the action of 
meat inspectors before equity judges 
should be granted, there would have 
to be genuine celerity in reaching 
an ultimate judicial decree. Else 
provision would be wholly inprac- 
ticable. Then if it is demonstrated 
that court process in one particular 
may be divestM of red tape, would 
there not logically result a weeding 
out of delays and outworn formulas 
in all the range of equity and com- 

mon law practice ? 
Perhaps the demand of the pack- 

ers contemplates only confusion and 
a wish to negative the force of the 
Beveridge bill. But if it is to have 
any serious consideration it would 
be pleasant to assume that the Beef 
trust, which was responsible for 
Judge Humphrey’s immunity deci- 
sion, should later give direction to a 

far-reaching reform of the Federal 
judicature.—Kansas City Star. 

“EQUAL ACCOMMODATIONS.” 
Here is an incident showing what 

! trouble the Foraker amendment to 
the railroad bill, now in conference, 

! 
may have in store for the railroads. 

! This amendment provides that the 
roads must give “equal accommo- 

i dations” to whites and negroes when 
: the same fare is paid. 
> While a Washington-Chattanooga 

sleeper was passing through Blast 
Tennessee two white men, on enter- 

ing the car, found a Boston negro 
seated beside a white woman eating 
supper. The white ’men ordered 
him out of the car, and he protested 
in German. Finally the Tennes- 
seeans picked up the negro and 
ejected him. He then staid in the 
npirrn pur 

Under the Foraker amendment to 
the railroad rate bill this negro could 
not compel the railroad to allow him 
to ride in the same sleeper with 
whites and eat with whites, but, if 
the law were enforced, he could 
compel the railroad to give him just 
as good food and service. 

We hardly see how railroads in 
the South are going to run seperate 
sleeping cars and have separate din- 
ing arrangements for negroes. But 
what will happen when a negro in- 
sists on riding in the best cars, as 

this Boston negro did in East Ten- 
nessee?-—Arkansas Gazette. 

SENATOR BURTON. 
Senator Burton of Kansas is in a 

position that must shortly result in 
dicisive proceedings by the Senate. 
Unless Burton resigns voluntarily he 
will be expelled. It is a rather pecu- 
liar fact that Burtion has been 
severely condemned on every hand 
for practices which undoubtedly 
other senators have indulged in, and 
in no instance has there been any 
attempt by the press or his friends 
to justify his action. He is certainly 
‘‘the underdog” in this fight and if 
he does not deserve sympathy, it may 
be said that he has had enough 
criticism to damn the ordinary cor- 

rupt officeholder.—Arkansas Demo- 
crat. 
_ 

The ease and frequency with 
which the prisoners are escaping 
from the Arkansas state convict 
work camps must cause Governor 
Davis to feel that his pardoning 
power is being unjustly restricted. 

The Van Burtn Daily Argus pro- 
tests against the wanton killing of ! 
the better kinds of birds in that 
town: 

The Van Buren small boys armed 
with air guns and bean shooters 
have practically exterminated all 
the mocking and other song birds in 
and about the dty until to hear one 

is somewhat unusual. A few year% 

age mocking birds could be heard 
all about town almost any hour of 

the night, but so incessantly has the 

small boy waged a war on them that 

to hear one at any time of the day 
or night one must leave the city. 

There is a heavy penalty for kill- 

ing mocking birds at any season of 

the year and it is a pity that the law 

is not or cannot be enforced. If it 

was possible to catch some of them 

in the act and fine them it might 
have a wholesome effect, but unless 

this can be done the slaughter of our 

feathered songsters will continue. 

Says the Gravette News:—The 
Gravette Enterprising Club has a 

notice in this issue calling attention 
to a meeting to be held in the M. E. 

church next Tuesday evening. The 

majority of ladies have taken a very 

active part in this park question, but 
like every other enterprise started, 
it has had some knockers. It seems 

to matter little what is started, or 

how much benefit will be derived for 
the public in general, the knocker 
will bob up.” Well, this is generally 
mighty true but Mena has just 
raised $5,000 to get a $35,000 rail- 

way hospital and we haven’t found 
a knocker yet. 

annas 
After a Conference with His Friends 

at Topeka, the Kansan Gives 

Up His Office. 

HOCH SILENT REGARDING SUCCESSOR 

But B Prominent State Politician Say* Con- 

friMBian Charles Curtl* Will be Named 
at Once—Burton Refuses to Talk fo, 

Publication on Any Pha»e of the Sub- 

ject—Test of Hi* Letter. 

Topeka, Kan., June 5.—United States 
Senator Joseph R. Burton, of Abilene, 
efter a conference here Monday morn 

ing with several close friends, placed 
his resignation in the hands of Gov 
Hoch. The resignation was sent tc 
the governor shortly before noon. 

Senator Burton left his home Sun 

day for Topeka and immediately up 
on his arrival here went into cqp 
ference with several close friends 'tc 
talk over the situation. These friends 
included BaHle Wagener, of Atchison 
a democrat; W. P. Hackney, Georgt 
Kindley and. others. As had been ni- 
custom ever since the charges vert 

first brought against him, Senutoi 
Burton declined to talk for publicailor 
before going into the conference. How 
ever, it had been freely stated thai 
the senator would place his resigns 
tion in the hands of Oov. Hoch before 
the day closed, and when it finallj 
was handed in no surprise was ex 

hihitod by the state officials and i»ol 
iticians here. 

The following letter of resignatioi 
from United States Senator Joseph R 
Burton was handed to Governor Hoed 
by W. P. Hackney, one of Mr. Burton’, 
attorney’s shortly before noon Mon 
day: 

"To His Excellency, Governor E 
W. Hoch. ‘‘Sir:—I hereby resign as i 

United States senator for the state o 

Kansas to take effect immediately 
“Very Respectfully, 
“JOSEPH R. BURTON”. 

Gov. Hoch absolutely refused Mon 
day afternoon, after receiving the re 

slgnatlon of United States Senator J 
R. Burton, to say a word in regard t< 
his future action as to the appoint 
ment of a successor to Mr. Burton 
However, a state politician of promt 
nence, and who is in a position t< 
know, but does not care to have hi! 
name mentioned, said; “Governoi 
Hoch will name Charles Curtis, con 

gressman from the first district. t( 
succeed Senator Burton. 

Llffhtnlnar Kill* Thrrr. 

Pittsburg, Kan., June 3.—Reports 
were received here Friday of three 
deaths from lightning in the vicinity 
of Pittsburg as a result of Thursday 
night’s storm. The circumstances at 
tending the killing of Anna Heffang 
the 14-year-old daughter of George 
Heffang, were unusual. When the 
storm approached the Heffang family 
which lives near Weir City, ra* to a 

tornado cellar for safety. An iron 
pipe had been thrust through the roof 
of the cellar to provide ventilation, 
and the linghtning struck this pipe 
and ran into the cellar, killing the 
girl and stunning all the other mem- 
ber* of the family. 

Again*! “lord” Harrington. 
Jefferson City, Mo.. June 2.—The 

lupreme court en banc Friday alfrmed 
the decision in the case of “Lord" F 
Seymour Barrington, condemned to 
leath for the murder of James P. mc. 
3ann. and fixed the date of execution 
'or July 26. 
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Deadly Serpent Bites 
are as common in India as are stomach 
and liver disorders with us. For the 
latter however there is a sure remedy: 
Electric Bitters, the great restorative 
medicine, of which S. A. Brown of 
Bennettsville, S. C., says: “They re- 
stored my wife to perfect health, after 
years of suffering with dyspepsia and 
a chronically torpid liver.’1 Electric 
Bitters cure chills and fever, malaria 
biliousness, lame back, kidney troubles 
and bladder disorders. Sold on guaran- 
tee by Jackson the druggist. Pnce 50c. 

President Roosevelt Transmits*to 
Congress the Findings of Neill 

and Reynolds. 

RECOMMENOS DRASTIC INSPECTION LAW 

Ke'pnrt Declare* Condition* at Chicago 

Stockyard* are Kevoltine and Call for 

Immediate Action by Con*re**-Ab- 
atmct of the Document Submitted No 

Keen I'd for Clcanllne**. 

Washington, June 5.—President 
Roosevelt Monday transmitted to con- 

gress the report of Messrs, Neill and 

Reynolds of their investigation of the 

Chicago Stockyards and packing 
houses. The report and message trans- 

mitting same are in part as follows. 

“1 transmit herewith the report of 

Mr James Bronson Reynolds and Com- 

missioner Charles P. Neill, the special 
commission whom I appointed to In- 

vestigate into the conditions of the 

stockyards of Chicago, and report 
thereon to me. This report Is of a 

preliminary nature. I submit it to you 

now because it shows the urgent need of 

immediate action by the congress in 

the direction of providing a drastic and 

thoroughgoing Inspection by the fed- 

eral government of all stockyards and 

packing houses and of their products 
so far as the latter enter into Interstate 
or foreign commerce. Th6 conditions 
shown by even this short inspection to 

exist in the Chicago stockyards are 

revolting. It is imperatively necessary 

In the interest of decency that they 
should be radically changed. Under 
the existing law it is wholly itnpos- 
sible to secure satisfactory results. 

When my attention was first di- 

rected to this matter an investigation 
was made under the bureau of animal 

industry of the department of agri- 
culture. When the preliminary state- 

ments of this investigation were 

brought to my attention they showed 

such defects in the law and such 

wholly unexpected conditions that 1 

deemed it best to have a further im- 

mediate investigation by men not con- 

nected with the bureau, and accord- 

ingly appointed Messrs. Reynolds and 

Velll. It was impossible under the 

existing law that satisfactory work 

should be done by the bureau of ani- 

mal industry. I am now, however, 
examining the way in which the work 

actually was done. 
Before I had received the report of 

Messrs, Reynolds and Neill 1 had 
directed that labels placed upon any 
package of meat food products should 
state only that the carcass of the ani- 

mal from which the meat was taken 
had been inspected at the time of 

slaughter. If inspection of meat food 

products at all stages of preparation 
is not secured by the passage of legls- 

; latlon recommended, I shall feel com- 

plied to order that inspection labels 
and certificates on canned products 
shall not be used hereafter. 

The report shows that the stock 

yards and packing houses are not kept 
even reasonably clean and that the 
method of handling and preparing 
food products is uncleanly and dan- 

gerous to health. Under existing law 
the national government has no pow- 
er to enforce inspection of the many 
forms of prepared meat food products 
that are daily going from the packing 
houses Into interstate commerce 

Owing to an inadequate appropriation 
the department of agriculture Is not 

> even able to place inspectors in all 
establishments desiring them. The 

mw (iiuuiuiib iuc nui^iiuriiL 

of uninspected meat to foreign coun- 

tries, but there Is no provision for- 
bidding the shipment of uninspected 
meats in interstate commeree, and 
thus the avenues of interstate com- 

merce are left open to traffic in dis- 
eased or spoiled meats, if, as has 
been alleged on seemingly good author- 

( 
lty, further evils exist, such as the 
improper use of chemicals and dyes, 

| the government lacks {tower to reme- 
dy them. A law is needed which will 
enable the Inspectors of the general 
government to inspect and supervise 
from the hoof to the can the prepara- 
tion of the meat food products. The 
evil seems to be much less In the sale 
of dressed carcasses than In the sale 
of canned and other prepared pro- 
ducts. 

“In my judgment the expenses of 
the inspection should be paid by a 
fee levied on each animal slaughtered. 
If this is not done, the whole pur- 
pose of the law can at any time 
be defeated through an Insufficient ap- 
propriation; and whenever there was 
no particular public interest in the 
subject It would be not only easy but 
natural thus to make the appropria- 
tion Insufficient. If it were not for 
this consideration I should favor the 
government paying for it. 

The alarm expressed in certain quar- 
ters concerning this feature should bo 
allayed by a realization of the fact 
that in no case, under such a law, will 

I the cost of Inspection exceed eight 
cents per head 

I call special attention to the fact 
that this report is preliminary, and 

i that the Investigation is still unfin- 
ished. ll is not yet puBsiule to re- 
port on the alleged abuses in the use 
nf deleterious chemical compounds iu 

| connection with canning and preserv- 
ing meat products, nor on the alleged 

( doctoring In this fashion of tainted 
meat and of products returned to the 
packers as having grown unsalable 
or unusable from age or front other 
reasons. Grave allegations are made in references to abuses of this nature 

Let me'repeat that under the pres- ent law there practically i8 no meth- od of stopping these abuses if they 

iJnouia De discovered to exist ; 

latiou is needed in order to nr??1*' 
the possibility of all abuses in !?> 
future. If no legislation is 
then the excellent results accompli 
by he work of this special commit!' 
w.a endure only so long as the ,„«** ; 
ory of the committee’s work is tn* ’ 

and the recrudescence of the abuses?11 li 
absolutely certain. ls 

"I urge the immediate enactmen. 
into law of provisions which win 
able the department of agricult?' 
adequately to inspect the meat 
meat food products entering into int? i 
state commerce and to supervise th* 
methods of preparing the same and »' 
prescribe the sanitary condition unde which the work shall be performed 
I therefore commend to your favorabl consideration and urge the enactment 
of substantially the provisions known 
as senate amendment No. 29 to the 
act making appropriations for the de* 
partment of agriculture for the 
year ending June 30, 1907, as passed 
by the senate, this amendment being 
commonly known as the Beveridge 
amendment.” 

Abstract of the Report. 
The report says that two and one- 

half weeks were spent in the invest!, 
gation in Chicago during which "we 
went through the principal packing 
houses in the stockyards district to- T 
gether with a few of the smaller one* 
A day was spent by Mr. Reynolds m 
New York city in the investigation ot 
its leading slaughter houses.” 

The report says that in many of the 
rooms where water is used freely the 
floors are soaked and slimy and the 
dark, dingy rooms are naturally not 
kept suitably clean. An absence nf 
cleanliness was found everywhere in 
the handling of meat being prepared 
for the various meat, food products 
The pants that are sent from the cool- 
ing room to these departments where 
various forms of meat products are 
prepared are handled with no regard 
whatever for cleanliness. The workers 
climb over heaps of meat, select the 
pieces they wish and frequently throw 
them down upon the dirty door beside 
their bench. 

The report says that the radical de 
feet in the inspection system is that it 
is confined at present by law to passing 
on the healthfuiness of animals at the 
time of killing but that the meat that 
is used in sausage and the various 
forms of canned products and other 
prepared meat foods goes through 
many processes, in all of which there 
is poslbility of contamination through 
unsanitary handling and further dan- 
ger through the use of chemicals. Dur- 
ing all these processes there is no 

government inspection although thesr 

products when sent out bear a label 
stating they have been passed upos 
by government Inspectors. 

The report arraigns the sanitary pro 
visions in the buildings as abominable 
and says the men and women plung' 
their unwashed hands Into the meaf 
to he converted into food products ] 
The report says the burden of protect- 
ing the cleanliness and wholesoraenea 
of the products and the health of the 
worker and improving the condltirtu 
must fall upon the national govern 
ment. 

Department superintendents "seem 
to ignore all consideration# except the 
account book” and proper care of the 

products and of health and comfort 
of the employes is impossible and the 
consumer consequently suffers. Tuber- 
culosis victims expectorate on th** 

spongy wooden floors of the dark work 

rooms from which falling scrape of 

meat are later shoveled up to be later 

converted into food products. 
“In a word,” the report adds, "** 

saw meat shoveled from fllthv wood® 

floors, piled on tables rarely washed, 

pushed from room to room in rotten 
box carts. In all of which processes 
it was in the way of gathering dir*, 

splinters, floor filth. It was always the 

reply that this meat would afterward 
be cooked and that this sterilization 
would pervent any danger from its use 

A very considerable portion of tin 

meat so handled Is sent out as smoked 
products and in the form of sausage* 
which are prepared to be eaten without 

being cooked. 
A nartir.ularlv glaring Instance of un- 

cleanliness was found in a room wher; 

the best of sausage was being prepared 
for export.” 

“Even the ordinary decencies of Ilf*1 

are completely Ignored, says the report 
in discussing the arrangements f®f 

men and women employed. The re- 

port says; 
“The whole situation as we saw it i» 

these huge establishments tends neces 

sarlly and Inevitably to tne moral dr- 

gradation of thousands of workers 
who are forced to spend their working 
hours under conditions that are entire 
ly unnecessary and unpardonable an 

which are a constant menace not onf 

to their own health, but to the hca‘ll 
these huge establishments tends nec« 

pared by them." ; 

The report urges compulsory exami® 
»tion after slaughter, inclusive ® 

goats, now exempt from inspect® 
intended for foreign or interstate com 

tnerce, in the list subject to the 

spectlon of the bureau of anlma 
dustry, and that they should be eq081 
controlled by the regulations of 

secretary of agriculture; increase 
inspectors for night Inspection 
•special work; legislation Proh!Wj“J 
declarations of government liisp*1 
iu food products unless to goverfl_ 
inspection at every stage of 

f. 

Hon; prohibiting interstate ,nUlh| 
^ 

Cation of any meat or meat foo 

ducts not inspected and labeled, ^ 
considering the question of ) 
labeling of all carcasses sold as j 
meat which upon examination j 
slaughtering shows signs of disc® 

^ 
ire still deemed suitable f°r t(K>dj 
recommends study of inspection 8 

irds of other countries. 


