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CHRISTMAS. 
Christmas is again at hand—in all 

Christain lands the gladdest of days— 
al because the day calls forth more 

than any other the love and the good- 
ness of the human heart. The Christ- 
mas spirit is the spirit of unselfish- 
nans, of giving joy to others, and it 
bat amplifies the thought that it is 
nwre blessed to give than to receive. 

In this season, the sweet legends, 
the mysteries of Santa Claus, the 
Christmas trees and the gifts, the 
popcorn and candy and nuts and 
frnits fill the children’s hearts with 

joy unrestrained, and this reflects to 
•hr the pulses and bring out the love 
of the older ones—the grandmas and 

grandpa, the mothers, fathers, broth- 

ph, sisters, aunts and uncles and 
oodles of other just folks. 

But, too, these hours and days are 

n#t all happiness. Christmas is the 
time of times in all the year when we 

most miss the dear ones that cannot 
share with us the season’s pleasures. 
There are some who are miles and 
miles away whose hearts and thoughts 
we fcnow are with us, who can send 
sad receive words of greeting and of 
1 1 A1 Al_ _ A1 ...L. 

have “crossed the dark river," whose 
handclasps and smiles and voices are 

mad can be but memories. And in, oh, 
m many homes, are aching hearts 
made doubly sad because of these ab- 
seat ones at Christmas time! 

But even this is not all loss. Who 
mm estimate how much closer to the 
Bufferings and needs of others, these 
things bring humanity’s heart and 
sympathy? Who can so well under- 
stand the hurts in the hearts of oth- 
sre as he who has suffered ? 

Giristmas spirit—Christmas time— 
is the best of all because it leads us 

most to realize those things, and to 
follow more closely the only true rule 
of life—to do good for others and 
thereby receive good in return. 

After all, the Christmas spirit is 
but another name for the Golden 
Rule. 

The Star wishes it’s many readers 
the best of the season’s blessings. 

OUR SERVANTS. 
Editor Mena Star. 

As Boon as election is over and we 
have elected a group of men to repre- 
sent us, we—like a bunch of boobs— 
go right back to our knitting, and 
never once squint an eye in the direc- 
tion of Little Rock or Washington. 
No matter how competent a man we 
hire. we have a right to be there and 
tell him what to do and how to do it. 
let us see to it that our state and na- 
tional government is righteously ad- 
ministered, let us teach every boy and 
gW that go to school, that “Our law- 
makers are our servants.” Every 
man and woman voter should repeat 
this over ten times, so they will not 
forget it. “Our lawmakers are our 
servants.” Say it over till you know 
It by heart. Now then, let us tell our 

legislators what we want. Remember, 
the constitution of the United States 
has definitely assigned to us the duty 
of governing ourselves, and this is 
true democracy. 

At the recent election in November 
Minnesota passed an amendment to 
her Constitution, bonding herself for 
$100,000,000 for the purpose of build- 
mg good roads. This appears to most 
people, and it is, an enormous sum of 
money, but remember, the interest on 
this is raised by licensing autoes, 
trucks, motor cycles, etc., only, a cer- 

tain levy for taxes on each horse pow- 
er for each machine. This tax will 
bring the state §0,200,000 for the in- 
terest of the §100,000,000. Why not 
urge our law makers to pass a similar 
law for Arkansas? And not put the 
burden on our real estate and the far. 
users who has to sell his cotton at 8 
cents per pound. , 

Let us begin now, and tell our law- 
makers what we want, and I candidly 
believe that they will comply with our 

wishes and be good. They may even 
shake hands with us after election, ann 

ask us about our children and the 
babies. Besides the taxation for good 
reads, there are other laws that could 
be passed for the welfare and happi. 
nees of all the people. 

G. Seebach. 
Mena. Dec. 20, 1920. 

The above article carries several 
points of interest—is worthy further 
discussion. 

In the first place “our lawmakers are 

our servants.” This is generally con- 

ceded to be the ideal. It is, for the 
most part true, and yet it has its dif- 
ficulties, as a little thought will prove. 

As a rule the people, in electing 
someone to represent them in making 
la%vs seek to choose, or should seek to 
choose, individuals with some qualifi- 
cations for the duty. They should be 
men of some strength of character, 
with minds that fit them to analyze 
conditions and needs and to differen- 
tiate between what is right and wrong, 
and what measures, or laws, will bring 
about desired results. 

AH the time these chosen men 

should keep in mind that they have 
been selected to serve the people—and 
here comes the hardest problem they 
have to face—the ascertaining of how 
best to truly serve the people, and 
who among the people they are to 

serve, because there are always at 
lerst two sides to any question of pub- 
lic concern. It is not a common thing, 
for instance, that a selfish few, with 
direct individual interests, will make 
it their business to impress upon the 

lawmakers that what they (the sel- 
fish few) desire, is the popular desire. 

Is it not a fact that the public, as a 

mass—the vast majority often neither 
thinks nor knows, so far as putting its 
desires in concrete form for the guid- 
ance of its representatives, what it 
wants ? 

Here is where the earnest, honest 
representative finds himself in deep 
water. 

Those who really want something 
done get on his trail, and, reaching 
him in many ways, seek to convince 
him as to what the people want—and 
the natural sequence is that he is led 
to heed the pressure—as the people’s 
will. The other side, the general pub- i 
lie, ns before said, has too often 
neither thought nor acted, and will not j 
do so until too late. 

This is the sort of thing that has j 
existed almost always, and it is this, j 
perhaps, that has reulted in the de- J 
mand for the Referendum on laws.' 
It teems it is only by this—and the j 
Initiative—that the people can actual- 

ly get the laws they want to live un-1 
der. 

It is absolutely true, as illustrated I 

by the vote in Arkansas—Polk coun- 

ty, too—on Amendment 13, that folks 
are very careless about how they vote 
on essential measures- They have, and 
will in the future, annul good laws 
and adopt bad ones, but it is necessary, 
beyond doubt, that they do these 

things and suffer thereby until by 
education, they have arrived at a state 
where they can and will ascertain 
what they want, and the way to get it. 

More and more the tendency is to- 
ward true majority rule, and in each 
such step the load of responsibility 
becomes heavier on the people them- 
coltma_tKttv tv*net qppk PVPflnstifiP'lv 

for justice and right, and the salva- 
tion is that, with the Initiative and 

Referendum, they not only have the 
power to get what they want, but, 
better still, to reject that same hing 
when they find, from experience, they 
do- not want it. 

In the meantime, The Star feels cer- 

tain that all will agree that the voters 
should seek to choose as their repre- 
sentatives men of the highest type, 
men of strength of character and abil- 

ity and self-respect, and not men who 
would but act as groveling hirelings 
or “rubber stamps” for those who get 
there first, or last, with the biggest 
noise. 

Sometimes this “servant” in our 

representatives is overdone—to the 
harm of the public. 

Mr. Seebach’s remarks on roads are 

in line with popular thoughts, and 
tendency. It is as it should be when 
those who use the roads most should 
pay most for them, and it is reason- 

able to expect that our next legisla- 
ture will take steps in that direction. 
One of these should be to levy a tax on 

cars, trucks, etc., according to the 
horsepower or load capacity. An- 
other should be to provide that more 

and more of this money go into actual 
road building and maintenance and 
less ito polities and salaries. 

USING THE BEST MATERIALS. 
President-elect Harding is taking 

steps that seem at wide divergence 
from those of his predecessor. He is 

calling into conference the leading men 

of the nation, regardless of political 
affiliation among these men being 
William J. Bryan and Raymond Rob- 

ins, the latter a former leader of the 
r.___tt« 

to keep in touch with men of all class- 
es, who have shown themselves as 

leaders of thought. That sort of 
thing will do much in not only decid- 
ing many trying questions to the best 
interest of the country, but in bringing 
about peace and amity among our own 

people. It is the reverse of auto- 

cracy. / 

The governor of Florida writes an 

editor of his state that he will load a 

double barrel gun with buckshot and 
! “have a final settlement” if, etc. It’s 
I too far off to be sure of the merits of 
! the controversy, but if that editor 
chances to be in the right, just how 
far do you imagine the governor will 

j get with his talk—and what do you 
suppose the editor would prepare to 
do? 

Hen Southern Is Paroled. 
Ben H. Southern, a Polk county 

soldier, who was sentenced to a term 
at the federal penitentiary for the 
killing of a negro while with the A. E. 
F. in France, arrived in Mena Fri- 
day, having been paroled in charge of 
County Judge Finger. The young 
soldier left Saturday for the home of 
his father near Rocky. Ever since 
the young man was imprisoned efforts 
have been made to get his release, 
but none were successful until Judge 
Finger arranged for his parole. 
Wanted—Man with small family, who 

will work steadily on Berry-Cherry 
Farm. Will furnish cow, house and 
garden anot. Will pay by day or' 
month. See or write M. W. Roger, 
R No. 1, Mena.—Adv. 301-3t 62-lt 
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Public Works As 
Panic-Prevention 

Jim Smith, mill hand, is out of a 

job. The textile manufacturer, his j 
employer, has been compelled to “lay i 
him off" for an indefinite period be- 
cause of lack of orders. The manu- 

facturer has human sympathies and is j 

sorry for Jim Smith; but he is a vie- j 
tim of circumstances which he and1 
Jim as individuals are unable to-con- 
trol. 

Smith and his family are suffering 
serious inconvenience from the cutting j 
off of their income. If unemployment 
continues much longer, the inconven- : 

iencfc will become real privation. But ; 
the employer and the workman and 
their families are not the only victims 
of the faulty system. The traction 
company on whose cars Jim had trav- 
eled to and from his daily worK is 
collecting fewer fares than before; the 
clothing shops and food stores at 
which Jim's family traded are making 
fewer sales; and even the movies are 

collecting fewer dimes. 
Meanwhile, a lot of able-bodied men 

in other trades are idle, too, or work- 
ing part time. Every one of them 
needs a lot of things he is capable of 
making and a lot of other things that 
the rest are capable of making. They 
all know that any talk of “over pro- 
duction” is absurd so long as there 
are unsatisfied human wants vastly in 
excess of the existing goods capable 
of supplying those wants. But for 
some mysterious reason “times are 

bad” and the processes of production 
and exchange have become disordered. 
If Jim, who can wdavc clothing and 
John, who can raise wheat, and Jacob, 
who can build houses and a few others 
like them, were cast on an island with 
ample natural resources they would 
not sit around in idleness waiting for 
price reaajusuiieiit» uut wuuiu 

busy and make things and exchange 
them, so that each would have as many 
comforts as all working to the best 
of their ability could supply. 

Sometimes in their days of idleness, 
these men wonder whether an indus- 
trial revolution might not bring about 
conditions approximating those on 

communism that might work well in 
a primitive society of small numbers 
[would bring only disaster to a 

twentieth century nation of a hundred 
million people. These wiser heads 
have studied the fundamentals of econ- 
omics and know that wages and capi- 
tal and interest and rent and profits 
are founded in the eternal nature of 
things. But they don’t believe that 
the eternal nature of things requires 
such extremes of poverty and weajth 
as are found at present, together with 
long periods of unemployment and 
frequent business panics; and unless 
society shall find some means of over- 

coming these glaring and needless 
faults of the existing order, the wiser 
heads may soon find It impossible to 
keep the hotter heads from a forcible 
attempt to try some of the panaceas 
that the agitators have painted in 

glowing colors. 
So, to employ Jim Smith with 

steady employment and to devise 
means of his owning his home, be- 
comes not only a humanitarian task, 

] whose solution will benefit all with 
whom Jim’s wages would normally be 

spent, and provide an antidote against 
the spread of revolutionary propa- 

| ganda. 
And what it the answer? It is 

partly, of course. In further refine- 
ments of our systems of banking, 
credits, transportation, merchandiz- 
ing, industrial relations, taxation, and 
other factors affecting business sta- 

bility. Jim Smith may hope that 
these refinements will insure a steady 
job for his young son some decades 
hence; but Jim wants a job now, and 
the public; welfare demands that he 
have a job now. It demands also 
that our governments—municipal, 
county, state and national—shall 
speedily catch up with the construc- 
tion of public improvements which 
would have been built ere this but for 

oofKaflt nf the war. The public 
welfare is in need, too, of millions of 

| new homes to provide decent housing 
| for America’s wage-earners. Indus- 
I trial housing corporations must sup- 

| plement the work of the speculative 
builders. 

Here, then, is the opportunity for 
; the clear heads to stimulate business 
! by utilizing as many of the unem- 

ployed as may be possible in building 
| houses and constructing public works. 
! Maybe part of the cost of the houses 
I will have to be written off some day 
by the industrial housing corporations 
that build them; and maybe the roads, 
bridges, water works and sewerage 

systems and other public improve- 
ments could be built cheaper a year or 

two hence; but if meanwhile society 
is I mg the productive abilities of 
I ini and John and Jacob, and if they 
have ioined the groups who are talk- 

ing "red” as well as "seeing red.” the 
net' loss to society will be vastly 
greater than any possible shrinkage 
in values in houses or public improve- 
onts constructed at 

_ 

1921 prices.— 
From The American City. 

••PASSING SHOW” DECEMBER 28 

Director for American Legion Show 

Promises Good Attraction. 

Miss Willella Pearson of the Bock 

Production Co. of Tulsa, Ok., is in 

Mena directing the “Passing Show,” 
which will be presented December 28 

and 29 under auspices of the Amer- 

ican Legion, Miss Pearson has sev- 

eral years experience in directing suc- 

cessful shows, and with the talent 
Mena has, feels sure that she will 
have a very successful show here. 

The cast has been selected in part, 
and actual rehearsals are taking place 
now. 

-1*F wish you could see — 

Such Christmas trees as these! 

In the swamp so cold, in the swamp so damp, 
There are cedars green and great, ■njT' 

There are pines so high 
That they touch the shy. 

There are hemlochs slim and stra'ght 

THEY smile to the moon, they sing to the star. 

They nod to the passing breeze. 
And every bough 
Wears diamonds now, 

In the land of Christmas trees." 
O wonderful land in the north woods far. 

O wonderful, beautiful land! 
In my cot so white 
I dream at night 

Of the forest green and grand 

mama sgys that the snow that lies 
In the land where the great trees grow 

Is lihe the spread 
On my little bed 

Where at night to sleep I go, 
That underneath with tight-shut eyes 

The flowers are ^lumbering- 
There snug and warm I 
From the winter storm 
wait for the call of spring. 

QO, when I Kneel for the night's amen, 
, 1 1 thinK of the Christmas land, 

I say a prayer 
For my papa there 

* In the forest green and grand; 
And another praye: I whisper then 

While I Kneel on bended Knees — 

That the Lord will Keep 
The flowers that sleep 

In the land of Christmas trees. f 

CopyrighL _I 
“DROVE FARMERS TO DRINK." 

High Freight Rates of 100 Years Ago 
Marked Start of Whiskey Traffic. 
The inhabitants of the earlier Unit- 

ed States were, as it is not unknown, 
in a situation peculiarly adapted to 
the inception of the economic control 
of capital. Scattered across a large 
fertile and often muddy continent, 
their needs for capitol invested in the 
form of transportation—the greatest, 
of all needs for capital—were in fact, 
as Dr. Frederick A. Cleveland so well 
points out, fast driving them to drink 
—largely to corn whiskey—in the fol-1 
lowing manner: 

A hundred years ago, report to the j New York state legislature in 1817 de-1 
monstrates the cost of transportation 
of a ton of frieght from Buffalo to 
New York was $100—four times the 
value of a ton of corn and twice the ! 

value of a ton of wheat at Buffalo at 
that time; and the traffic between these 
two points had, of course, the greatly 1 

superior advantages of the Hudson 
river haul down from Albany. 

So then the only logical course for 
those desiring to transport these two 
main products of the country from Al- 
bany to New York or still more plain- 
ly in the case of other points connect- 
ed only by pioneer country roads— 
was to boil them down into whiskey. I 
And so it was, of course, that Amer-! 
ican whiskey at 25 cents a gallon or 
less became the great factor it grew 
to be in American historv—inritinv! 

ANCIENTS SWATTED THE FLY. 

They Were Regarded as a Pest in 
Biblical Days. 

From the New York Times. 
“Beelzebub,” said the elderly man, 

“was the lord of flies. That’s what the 
word Beelzebub means. The fllejfco 
longed to him, or were holy to him. 
Nowadays we don't believe that flies 
are holy, to Beelzebub or anyone else 
We swat ’em. That’s why 1 call mv 
swatter ‘Beelzebub.’ Watch me use 
him to swat that one now!" And in a 
moment there was one less fly on 
earth—and there will be 1 million few- 
er next summer, according to the mer- 
chants’ association. 

The owner and wielder of “Beelze- 
?«b." the fly swatter, is a student of the Bible. 

“Most modern folks think that it took the present generation to discov- 
fl,es. are dangerous,” he says. 

,3 mistake Why, long ago. in Biblical times, they knew that the pests were among the most dangerous insects in the world, and they wrote down their belief that the flies caused plagues. The Egyptian fly was so dangerous that it might be swatted 
even on the Sabbath. Sometimes there were such large numbers of flies in halestine that they became a terrible 
nuisance, and public prayers were 

In the slaughter house of the tem- p|ein Jerusalem no flies were seen und this was taken as a sign that the Place was especially holy. But some writers say that the insects were 
i™" awaY by the smoke from th- 

kept away- because”h^tabtesh?n SerefL^^6^ ^ »* nierble. 

the widely known whiskey rebellions, 
starting the prohibition movement on 
its sweep round the world from its, 
starting point on the American 
farm, and laying the way for the ar- 
rival of capital in the United tates 
via the American railroad. 

LIFTING THE LOAD 
FROM EYE’S MEMORY 

Did Adam eat the apple? Indeed, 
did Eve*tempt him at all with the ap- 
ple? 

These questions loom large in the 
| newest controversy in the Christian 
! church. Over in Britain they are 
much agitated because Canon Barnes 
of the Church of England, has stated 
his belief in the scientific theory (or is 
h now law?) of evolution. The canon 

'vs it has been d finitely proved by science thdt man lived on the earth a 
full 100,000 years ago and perhaps longer than that. The theory is that 
something produced electrons, that 
■lectrons produced matter, that mat- 
ter produced life and that life pro- duced mind. Then history blossomed 
out of the mist of tradition. This be-! 
iiig so, it follows that the Adam and Eve of some six or seven thousand ; 

years ago were fictitious and there- 
fore, that original sin was fictitious 1 

Perhaps the most interesting fact in this whole controversy, providing i 
Canon Barnes is right, is‘that woman 
comes out from under the age-long load of being the daughter of her who I 
tempted that poor, weak masculine 
person to his disaster in the nWe 
called Eden. 

The ladies are constern jjettin" 
ahead these days, in more ways than one.—Exchange. 

Bells! Bella!BeP«M( Hilt* 
brands.—Adv. 61-2t. 298-7t. 

mat the* snuiamite woman knew that tn Prophet Elisha was a holy man t 
heU*Ln° fly Cr°8R(ld ,h' table u'here 

»r™"«tab/K s F-srasjsfcfttKai; 
preTnT £J° flv was accidental. <Wta n Lh;U 

they heldn<thate thi” »iheir win"' an'" 
;W,v4f 'ZJhl,ZrtC‘’n rv hl'l been removed <!,m, ./. had 
-«lb Hebrews a fin Ty lot T Ca,,cdth 
would not drink winXte"^ bad only touched whlbrt. k,n!? 
wdlinp to drink it w,Pr<: fallen into it so I,,*.," •? a had 
"wn wine.” aB t was their 

rrv‘iim“t»"c..iri„o„mpec,y“' 
was for the benefit of the bir tT 
Swiyht;b4i"j *f? £ 
to mail them will have 
literature they sent u, i«,tUj!?ihrift 
2tBW8#7t?ti0nery4t Hil^hr7nds.l|i. 

With Big Crops— 
Farmers Bankrupt 

Good crops and good times, poor 
crops and poor, or hard times have 
always been synonomous terms m the 
minds of most people. And now it 
is hard to adjust the mind to good 
crops and hard times, and that is 
what the American farmer faces to- 
day. We have on the farms the ban- 
ner corn crop of all years, warehouses 
art* filled to overflowing with wool 
still belonging to farmers, and for 
which they for months past have been 
unable to get a bid. Hidehouses filled 
with 4 to 6 cent hides, and today a 
circular comes to our desk advising 
farmers to salt and keep the hides as 
there is no market. 

Wheat was as low sale at $1.35 to 
$1.42 at some points in the grain belt 
a yveek ago. Com, if you could find a 

buyer, at 35 cents per bushel. Far- 
mers selling cattle and other stock 
at prices comparable to the early 
nineties, in an effort to meet their ob- 
ligations at the banks, 65,000 head be- 
ing marketed recently in one day at 
one market. $5 to $0 per acre cash, or 
3-5 was the usual rent paid. Seed 
was at the high price when planted, 
threshing 10 cents, com husking now 
about 7 cents, shelling 5 to 7 cents. 
Those who are financially able to hold 
their stock over should make good for 
another year as this great sacrifice of 
stock will make a shortage of meat 
animals. 

The cotton farmer is equally hard 
hit, perhaps worse in some sections, 
especially if he raised nothing but 
cotton. However, the cotton farmer 
sees a gleam of sunshine in the price 

m a a J_ _l a 1 
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farmer sees a gleam of sunshine in the 
price of cheaper cotton, but, it h 
gloomy sunshine- With our crop re- 
porting service the the Department oi 
Agriculture, with our experts in the 
bureau of market, with our farm 
demonstators and federal farm ex 

perts, did any of these ever warn the 
farmer of over-production? Or die 
they tell him to produce more? War 
he told generally that India had ar 

enormous wheat crop? Likewise Aus- 
tralia. Argentina, just a little less thar 
the United States? Canada now pour- 
ing is millions of bushels into thb 
country, while our farmers by th< 
thousand with their usual business 
sagacity are organizing to hold theii 
wheat for $3. This in view of th< 
fact that there is practically all oi 
this years crop, much of last years, i 

large acreage now growing wtih condi 
tion 100 per cent. India, Egypt ant 
several other countries are now ship 
ping more and more cotton into Eu 
rope which will undoubtedly hun 
prices in the future. We were told t< 
produce more to bring the h. c. 1 
down. Well, we did our part witl 
some of the following results as 

found by the writer: It now takes 5 
bushels of wheat to buy a 48 pounc 
sack of flour. It takes, if you an 

lucky, ?. or 3 cow hides to buy a paii 
of shoes. It takes 5 pounds of livi 
hog to get 1 pound of pork chops. A 
bale of cotton buys a suit of clothes 
It takes but why go on. It seem: 

| every stone we threw at the profiteei 
I rebounded and hit us. 

Polk county farmers, as usual, an 

l.iust a little better off than most in oui 
i adjoining states. Our fuel in plenty 
| at cost of gathering, our meat at leas 
cost, being moat made on the mast 

! our gardens and tanners have pro 
S vided for our tables, short mild win 

jters for stock. Next month we ploy and read our seed catalogue*. Don' 
i weaken, hang onto what you have 
ifight it another round, you wiii weath 
ier the storm. Remember smooth sail 
| ing never made a skilfull mariner. 

James A. Slote. 
Hatfield, Ark., Dec. 8, 1920. 

I FORCED LABOR FOR BULGARIA 
i Young Men and Women are Both Sub 

Ject to the Law. 
A Bulgarian law provides tha 

I young people of both sexes must sub 
mit to n period of compulsory labo 

I that is fixed at one year in the cas< 

| of young men and six 'months in tb 
cuse of young women. The scheme i: 

mime similar to compulsory mimar; 
service. On “joining the colors,” w 
to speak, each recruit receives i 

| course of instruction in some trad< 
I after which he or she is employed fo 
the remainder of the period either 01 

public works or in industry or ngri 
culture. Th; law also provides for i 
sort of "general mobilization of labor' 

|in case of “public calamity, great dis 
I asters creating urgent need,” etc., am 

liability to respond to such mobiliza 
: tion covers nil Bulgarians between th* 
ages of 20 and 50. 

While the young men are gather® 
; into barracks during their period o 
"active service,” the young womei 

i continue to live at home, going ea'! 
day to th nearest trade school or h 
the workshop designated. 

ihe objects of the law, as set fortl 
m a r< ent address by the Bulgaria) 
pi'cmi-T, M. Starnbolisky, are: 

lo li sten the economic reconstruc 
: ion of the country bv speeding u] 
r2puctioti thru compulsory labor. 

10 give the Bulgarian youth a moil 
er” Physical and mental education. 

To cultivate a loving interest in th< 
common good of the country, and t( 
develop in the Bulgarian people t 

Hint of co-operation and mutua 
help. 

lo create new sources of state in 
come.—Cleveland Plain Dealer. 

Picture frinnes at Hiltebrands.— 
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"n-.v Is only oae “flronw Quloin* 
''f'n <»v. 

^ Hiltebrands.—Adv. 61 
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