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MESA VERDE PAKK.

The Government to Improve
This Colorado Wonder if

Money is Appropriated.
The Department of the Inter-

ior proposes to spend $16,647 on
the Mesa Verde National Park
during the fiscal year ending

June 30, 1914, if the amount re-
quested by the Secretary of the
Interior is appropriated by Con-
gress. This is an increase of
$1,647 over the appropriation for
the current fiscal year.

The principal items are for the
repair and completion o f the
road to the ruins, construction of
telephone system, and general
administration.

The Mesa Verde National Park
is situated in southwestern Col-
orado and may be reached from
Mancos. Within the park juris-
diction are many notable prehis-
toric ruins, the cliff dwellings
comprising a group of great im-
portance to the study of Ameri-
can archaeology.

The principal and most access-
ible ruins are SpruceTree House,
Cliff Palace and Balcony House.

Spruce Tree House is located
near the head of a draw of Nav-
aho Canyon, and originally co%
tained about 130 rooms, built of
dressed stone laid in adobe mor-
tar, with the outside tiers chinked
with chips of rock or broken pot-

tery. Cliff Palace., located about
2 miles east of the Spruce Tree
House in a left branch of the
Cliff Canyon, consists of a group
of houses with ruins of 146rooms
including 20 round kivas or cer-
emonial rooms, and a tapering
loopholed tower, forming a cre-
scent of about 100 yards from
horn to horn, which is reputed
to be one of the most famous
works of prehistoric man in ex-
istance. Balcony House, a mile
east of the Cliff House, in Cliff
Canyon, containsabout 25 rooms,
some of which are in almost per-
fect condition. In each of these
villages is an elaborate system
of fortfications, with, in some
cases, walls 2.3 feet thick and
20 feethigh, watchtowers 30 feet
high, and blockhouses pierced
with small loopholes for arrows.

For the development and care
of the national parks, the Sec-
retary of the Interior has asked
Congress to appropiate the sum
of $733,014, an increase of $505-
464 over the appropriations tor
the current fiscal year. The
national parks constitute ideal
recreation grounds for thousands
of people, but thier development
and use are seriously retarded by
the lack of adequate roads and
trails, and until sufficient money
is appropriated for beginning a
comprehensive plan of develop-
ment the parks will fall far short
of rendering the important pub-
lic use for which they are in-
tended.

It is the intention of the De
partment to make the principal
places of interest in the parks
more accessible, to render trav-
eling more comfortable b y
sprinkling the roads throughout
the dry season, and to guard the
health of the traveler by the in-
stallation of proper water supply
and sewerage systems. The re-

sponsibility for the futur conduct
of the national parks must rest

with Congress, but the Depart-
ment feels that the financial
needs of these reservations
should be clearly presented to
Congress in the annual esti-
mates. A comprehensive list
of books and magazine articles
on the national parks has re-
cently been issued by the De-
partment of the Interior and
may be obtained on application,

CROP REPORT FOR 1912.

The greatest farm crop in the
history of Colorado, and stupen-
dous advance in agricultural pro-
duction in that state, as compar-
ed with the other states, is
graphically p >rtrayed in a statis-
tics just issued by the depart-
ment of agriculture as a
ment to the crop report for De-
cember.

In every commodity of the field
produced in Colorado the yield of
1912 has far outstripped the rec-
ords of previous seasons. Colo-
rado’s wheat production this year
jumped to 10,000968 bushels—-
nearly 2,000,000 over the yield of
1911 and nearly 3,000,000 bush-
els over 1909. Colorado’s wheat
area is now 453,000 acres, as
against 438,000 last year. Its
value is over $8,000,000, as
against less than $7,000,006" last
year, the yield per acre, 1912,
was 24.2 bushels: in 1911, 18.92
bushels.

Colorado has in hay 870,000
acres, with a production of 1,905-
000 tons. Last year there were
785,000 acres, with a yield of 1,-
570,090 tons. Colorado farmers
realized $16,500,000on their crops
this year—last year, $1,000,000
less. This is based on average
price paid to farmers on Decem-
ber 1, which was $8.70. In 1910
the price ranged around SIO.BO
per ton. Yield of hay remained
stationary as compared to last
year, there was raised on 290,-
000 acres 12,000,412 bushels,
against 19,150,000 bushels last
year. On December 1 basis the
farmers received less than last
year for their crop, realizing $4,-
700,000, as compared with $4,-
872,000 in 1911, Yield per acre,
1912, 42 8 bushels; 1911, 35 bush-
els. This yield outstrips any
previous year by nearly three
bushels per acre. Colorado han-
dled 957,142 tons of sugar beets
this year, at an average value of
$5.55 per ton.

There were 124,800 tons of
sugar manufactured; Br , 137 acr< s
were harvested, this state stand-
ing third in per acre this year
was 2.19 tons last year was two
tons.

Although the oat crop area re-
production, California and Mich-
igan being ahead.

Acreage of corn in Colorado in
1912 jumped to 420,000, an in-
crease of 47,000 over last year.
Crop brought farmers $ 1,368,000,
ag linst $4,973,000 last year. The
corn crop in 1909 was
The production was 8,000,736
bushels, an increase of 3 500,000
bushels over last year. Yield
per acre, 20.8 bushels; last year
14 bushels.

A reduction of Colorado potato
acreage by 5,000 acres this year
had no effect on yield. There
were 8,375;000 bushels as com-
pared with 3,150,000 last year.

! Value of crop, $3,000,311. Last
] year $3,118,0C0. In 1909 the state

raised 11,000,700 bushels at val-
uation of $6,000,175. Yield per
acre this year was 95 bushels, as
against 35 bushels last year and
137 in 1909.

Yield of barley in 1912 increas-
ed by nearly 1,000,000 bushels.
76,000 acres under cultivation.
The crop brought $1,482,000 ba-
sed on the price December 1.

In rye and flaxseed ■ Colorado
practically doubled production
over 1911: 25,000 acres of rye
and 12,000 acres of flaxseed were
cultivated.

Wedding Anniversary.

Mr. and Mrs. B. D. Piatt were
married twenty years last Satur-
day. As a reminder of that
event the friends and neighbors
gathered in the forenoon and
loaded the tables with the
choicest in the land. There
were seventy present and all
with glorious appetites, and load-
ed with the qualities which
make life a pleasure. Mr, and
Mrs. Piatt, although surprised,
somewhat, were truly awake to
the occasion and entertained in
such a hospitable manner that
all went away feeling that the
day was well spent. Mr. Piatt
lives 13 miles south of Arapahoe
in a neighborhood where all are
contented, and all are farmers of
the first class. It does one good
to see such homes and such fine
farms, and then when we think
of the dinner, who could say the
people in eastern Colorado, are
starving, and still think he was
a truthful man.

Col. Montgomery Dead.

Lieutenant Governor-Elect
Benjamin Franklin Montgomery,
prominent attorney, mine owner
and cattleman, died at St. Luke’s
hospital in Denver, Colo, at 7:30
o’clock Sunday morning. Dec. 29,
1912. Laryngitis, which set in fol-
lowingan operation for gallstones
December 14, was the immediate
cause of his death.

Through many years’ residence
in Colorado, Colonel Montgomery
had won to himself a host of per-
manent friends of all classes,
creeds and political faiths, al-
though he was the acknowledged
leaders of Democracy.

In all his dealings men found
him a stanch friend, a worthy op-
ponent and a man whose integrity
could not be doubted and whose
word always was kept. To the
women with whom he came in
contact during his political life
and in his practice as an attor-
ney, he was known as a courteous
gentleman, always ready to aid
in a worthy cause or to lend his
services to right a wron£.

More than 78 yea.s old, Colo-
nel Montgomery was almost
ready to retire from active polit-
ical and business life. His term
as lieutenant governor was to
have been the end of his public
life and was to have realized the
ambition of his life.

PROSPECT HILL.
The hardest blow of the winter

occorured on Wednesday. No
doubt you saw it, if you did not
have too much dust in your eyes.

Our very good friends Mr- and
Mrs W. P. Wyant are celebra-

ting the 25th anniverssry of
of their wedding this New Years
day. About fifty guests assem-
bled at theis home near Arapa-
hoe and sat down to a sumptuous
meal and a happy social time.
This was meant as a surprise
and may have been so far as alert
people as Mr. and Mrs. Wyant
can be surprised. Presents were
lavished upon them and hearty
good wishes of all present.

A writer has said, “There are
some things of earth to which
no human pen or brush has done
justice”. One of these we think
are our beautiful sunsets, which
rival that daily event in more
pretentious parts of the earth.

The St. Louis Republic last
week editora ly called attention
to the Charley Ross abductions
in Philidelphia 38 years ago. that
his mother died a few days ago,
aged 78 years. The writer well
remembers that sad case in 1874.
The papers were full of that ex-
citing event for several years fol-
lowing. We took the New York
Sun then. That paper published
all rumors of his kidnaping for
years.

Old Father Time with a sweep
of his scythe will have swept
1912 from the calender before
we can make our obeisance to
you to wish you a hapyy pros-
perous new year. We can all
enter upon the coming year with
more elastic step and confidence
because of our victories in 1912.
We may have had some defeats
but here we are with measured
step and slow, ready to face
another foe. We have escaped
the numerous ills incident to the
traveller over life’s solem main.
If we still have the flush ofyouth
or health, we have the happiest
kind of wealth and enjoy the
year. Have you helped a dis-
couraged brother on his way?
Had you two coats, did you give
him one? Can any of us enter
upon 1913 with the happy reflec-
tion of a well spent 1912. Some
maybe have sown wild oats or
horrid tares and will be harres-
sed with a miserable weeding out
of months to come. Don’t lose
heart on this account for faults
and false friends we can shake
off if we will. The new year
will furnish opportunities to the
laudibly ambitious. Be on the
firing line and promotion awaits
you. Use ninteen twelve’s fail-
ures as red lights to keep you
out of pitfalls that lie along the
straight and narrow path. We
have indulged in some reflections
on the past twelve months and
found “The mistakes of my life
have been many, but since life
and health are only given to help
and square ourselves for heaven,
We’ll fight bad habits from our
door, Till they take their leave
forever more.”

FIRST VIEW NEWS.
Mrs. Lizzie Twerege, sister of

Fred McDonald, is visiting at
the McDonald home.

W. S. Hill and family visited
Mr. Hill’s parents, near Chey-
enne Wells, over Christmas re-
turning Jan. 1

The Ladies Altar society met
with Mrs. J. Dwyer, at the de-
pot Saturday. Refreshments
were served and all had an en-
joyable time.

Don’t forget the program by
the Literary society Friday Jan.,
3. Everybody come.

A. C. Ohrmundt received word
last week that his mother was
very ill at St Paul, Minn., and
accompanied by his family, left
for that place Saturday. G. C.
Pickering has charge of their
place during their absence.

A party of friends and neigh-
bors held a charivarri for Jas.
Curtis and his bride, (formerly
Miss Mary Skinner), last Sunday
night. After a Grand(?) con-
cert with cow bells, tin pans,
cream cans containing coal etc.
they were invited in and treated
to candy and cigars, after which
they left for their respective
homes, wishing thi3 worthy cou-
ple a happy and prosperous mar-
ried life.

J. A. Palmer returned to Crip-
ple Creek. Saturday.

Miss Bernice Plessinger and
Mr. V. T. Nylander, of Chey-
enne Wells, were visitors at the
Zuck home this week.

Dennis Wilson came home
from Elkton, Colo., Sunday and
is quite ill.

Mrs. D. H. Zuck entertained a
party of young folks with a
Watch party Dec. 31.

Mr. E. M. Liscom returned to
Denver Wednesday.

Guy Robinson and Jas. Rain-
water visited the county seat
Tuesday.

Miss Rosamond Wells visited
Miss Zora Curtis a few days this
week.

Proper Dealing Of Justice.

The justice of the peace was in
a marked state of ignorance.
He was approached by a man de-
siring a divorce, and he did not
know what to do. Calling a
friend to his side, he whispered:

‘What’s the law on this point?’
“You can’t do it,” was the re-

ply.
“It’s out of your jurisdiction.”
The husband, observing the

consultation, and feeling keenly
his desire to escape from the
matrimonial woe, explained;

“I’m willin’ to pay well; got
the money light here in my
sock.”

At this juncture the justice as-
sumed his gravest judicial air.
Obviously he was deeply pained.
Never before in all his life had
he been so bowed down by grief.

“You knew before you came
here,” he said sadly, “that it
wasn.t for me to separate hus-
band and wife, and yet you not
only take up the valuable time of
this court by talking, but you
actually propose to bribe me
with money. Now how much
have you got in that sock?”

“About $6.50, your honor.”
“Is that so? Then I fine you

$5 for bribery and $1.50 for tak-
ing up my time with a case out
of my jurisdiction; and may the
Lord have mercy on your soul!,,

Popular Magazine.

Palmer Howard, Ed Phillips,
Alice Sears and Hazel Hollen-
beck left on the Wednesday even-
ing train for Sharon Springs,
Kans., to attend the New Year’s
dance at that place.


