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WashingtonLetter,

By Edward Keating,
Congressman-at-Large

From Colorado.’

Why shouldn’t n Congress-
man especially when that Con-
gressmanis also a newspaperman
and the first of his tribe to be
chosen by the people of Colorador to represent them in the national
Congress; make a report to his
constituents just as any other
employe gives an accounting of
his stewardship to his employer?

There are a lot of mighty in-
teresting things down herein the
Capitol of this glorious republic
of ours, which 99 per cent of the
people know nothing; scores of
petty graft and some great big
extravagances; giants serving
their country for a pittance aiui
the pure love of the work, and
pigmies strutting through a few
hours of temporary authority; pa-
triots and politicians rubbing el-
bows and being constantly -mis-
taking one for the other. In a
word, the great American drama
is being acted here .on a stage
worthy of the worlds most histri-
onic event.

And as Congressman from the
imperial Commonwealth of Colo.,
lam given a parquet seat, per-
mitted to meeta few of thestars,
and occasionally, justoccasionly,
mindyou-treated to a peep be-
hind the scenes.

ThdC is a situation calculated
on3 forget that ha U a

Congressman and to remember
that he is a newspaperman with
an eye trained to see and a mind
accustomed to recording what;
the eye has observed. All of
which quite naturally leads to
the question with which I intro-
duce this article-Why shouldn’ta
Congressman make a report to
his constituents? and to what I
consider the only logical answer,
He should.

Having disposed of -the main
proposition, we are confronted
with the question of the medium
which a Congressman should
utilizs in order to place his re-
port before his constituents, At
firs} I turned quite naturally to
the big city dailies, having been
connected with them all my life,
but sober second thought con-
vinced me that the country press
-daily and weekly- reached the
people in a more intimate and
convincing fashion than did their
big brothers of the metropolis!

So I appealed to this paper.
<tfhd to one or two others in each
country in the State, to printmy
report in full each week and the
fact that you are reading this
article is best evidence of the
kindly response I received.

There is a democrat in the
White House. To my mind only
four Democrats have occupied
the executive mansion in the his-
tory of this country. The first
was Jefferson-then Jackson, then
Lincoln and now Wils'on.

A few of our Presidents trust-
ed none of the people any of the

•time; others trusted some of the
people all of the time and all of
the people some of the time; but
that great quartette trusted all
of the people all of the time.
Hence, whatever party they bore

were Democrats.

Although he has been in the
White House less than a month
Wilson haa wrought a change
which amounts to a revolution.
Official Washington regards the
problems of government from an
entirely new point ofview. The
rights and interests of man in
the street are being given ser-
ious consideration for the first
time in almost a half century.

It is the fashion to be progress-
ive. Bryan as he rides through
the streets is hailed as a popular
idol; LaFollette is welcomed at
the White House and Republican
Senators joinwith the Democrat-
ic Senators in doing him honor;
and the Bourbons of both parties
eagerly scan the morning papers
to catch the latest echo of the
people’s voice which they solemn-
ly affirm is the voiceof God.

Of course; there are those who
wag their heads dolefully and de-
clare that the new order cannot
last and that when we.reach the
tariff. Special Privilege will have
frieflds within the citadel of
Democracy. Ido not question
the truth of a part of this claim.
The Beast still lives in the Jungle,
but itknows that the smilingly
dignified gentleman in the White
House is in earnest, and that he
will open fire the moment it
stickß its ugly snout into the ad-
ministration. Wilson gave Spe-
cial Privilege a satisfying exhibi-
tion of his ability to hit the bull’s
eye when he penned his famous
note putting an end to “Dollar
Diplomacy’ \ That he inflicted a
fatal wound was shown the next
day when Huntington Wilson,
Assistant Secretary of State, one
of the survivors of the Taft re-
gime, tendered his resignation in
a huff and quit the ' diplomatic
service.

The President's noteis destined
to rank high among the greatest
of state papers and will probably
be followed by formal recognition
of the Chinese republic.
“Dollar Diplomacy” is the pop-
ular name for a sort of “gentle-
men’s agreement” which exists
between the .foreign affiairs de-
partments of the five great pow-
ers cf Europe. Under this
agreement the armies and navies
of these powers are used to en-
force the claims of financiers
who are exploiting the weaker
nations of the earth. It is a
great scheme for the financiers
but it is rather hard on the
weaker nation.

Taft and Knox.Tiis Secretary
of State, wanted the United
States made a party to this
agreement in order that the Mor-
gans and Rockefellers might get
a share of the rich international
graft

i “Dollar Diplomacy” found an
i attractive field in China and de-
creed that the new republic
should not be admitted to the

I sisterhood of nations until it sub-
! mitted its neck to the collar of
the Money Trust. The amazing
thing is that the United States
became a party to this conspiracy
og the plea that wished to safe-
guard the interests of China.
That the latter protested ve-
hemently against the safeguard-
ing process did not influence
Taft and Knox who insisted on
playing the game of the money
kings. Soon after the inaugura-
tion, President Wilson turned

his attention to Chinese affairs
and quietlyfathomed the schemes
of “DollarDiplomacy”. He con-
sulted both the accredited repre-
sentatives of the Chinese repub-
lic and, going on the theory that
the men who could overthrow
the last of the Manchu emperors
probably knew something about
the needs of their country, dealt
“Dollar Diplomacy” its death
blow.

The net result is that the coun-
try has cutaway from allalliance
with the Money Trust and the
land grabbingEuropean powers
and has set out on a course
which will win the friendship
and probably the lion's share of
the trade, of the most populous
nation in the world.

That is only good American
doctrine but it is sound business
and diplomatic sense. It is the
sort of thing that makes one
proud of being a citizen of the
United States.

The Colorado delegation has
held several conferences and no
serious division of sentiment has
developed. We have been fairly
deluged with letters and petitions
concerning post office and other
federal places and our disposition
is to give every applicant a
chance to be heard. The ambi-
tion to serve one’s country in
official position is an honorable
one, and I am quite frank to ad-
mit that I believe Colorado Dem-
ocrats are entitled to their share
of the plums.

The recommendation of Colo-
rado’s Congressmen will control
the appointment of the postmas-
ters, and the other federal posi-
tions within the state will go to
the Senators. Of course, there
is no disposition to interfere with
federal officials who are under
civil service.

While browsing about the Con-
gressional Library the other day
I encountered what I considered
one of the most remarkable, doc-
uments ever printed in connect-
ion with theattempt to regulate
trusts in this country. It was a
copy of the testimony of Henry
0. Havemeyer before the Con-
gressional Committee appointed
in 1899, to inquire into trusts
and industrial combinations.

Our own John C. Bell of Mont-
rose, then a Congressman and
now a member of Colorado’s
Court of Appeals was a member
of the comarfission, and he part-
icipated m the cross-examina-
tion of the famous witness.

Havemeyer was a ruthless
giant. With amazing frankness
he told the committee how he
formed the Sugar Trust, crushed
out its rivals and believed “as a
business proposition it is right to
get out of business all you possi-
bly can”.

Then he submitted his views
on the tariff of which he readily
admitted he was one of the chief
beneficiaries. In my judgment
a more stinging indictment of i
this system of legalized robbery j
has never been formulated by a
public man.

I submit a few extracts as they i
are of peculiar interest at this
time when Congress is about to
convene in extra session to for-
mulate a new tariff bill. Rem-
ember these are not the views of
Bryan or LaFollette or some

other “ agitator”, but of the
Napoleon of the Sugar Trust.

"The mother of all trusts is
the customs tariff bill.

The existing bill and the pre-
ceding ones have been the occa-
sion of the formation of all the
large trusts with very few ex-
ceptions, inasmuch as they pro-
vide for an inordinate protection
to all interests of the country.

"Economic advantages, inci-
dent to the consolidation of
large interests in the same line
of business, are a great incentive
to the formation of trusts, but
these bear a very insignificant
proportion to the advantages
granted in the way of protection
under the customs tariff.

There is probably not an in-
dustry that requires a protection
of more than ten per cent ad
volorum, and it is to obtain what
is provided over such percent-
age in the tariff that leads to
what are commonly spoken of as
trusts. "With a protection toan
industry not exceeding ten per
cent all menace to the community
from trust would cease. The
ten per cent would represent the
difference in cost of production.

"I repeat that this agitation a-
gainst trusts is against merely
thebusiness machinery employed
to take from the government irt
its tariff law says it is proper
and suitable they shoul d have.
It is the government through its
tariff laws which plunders the
people, and the trusts, etc, are
merely the machinery for doing
it

The mail of the members of
the Congressional delegation is
burdened these days with letters
and petitions touching the ap-
pointment of postmasters in
Colorado towns.

The fourth-class offices are un-
der civil service and cannot be
disturbed unless the President
revokes Taft’s order. That mat-
ter is now under consideration at
the Post Office Department and
nothing can be done until a de-
finite policy has been formulated.

Of the fty-st, second and third-
class offices in Colorado about 70
will become vacant- in the next
two years, and be filled on the
recommendation of the Congress-
men. Only 12 to 15 are now va-
cant and we will dispose of these
first.'

In attempting to get the senti-
ments of the people of the var-
ious communities affected we
have been seriously embarrassed
by the leading citizens attaching
their names to every peti ticni-ie-
sented to them.

This is not just to the candid-
ates and its most unfair to your
Congressman who are endeavor-
ing to comply with tlje express
wishes of their constituents. If|
you have a favorite for postmas- |
ter indorse him and stop there, j
Do not try to get on both sides of j
the fence and straddle it at the
same time.
I have’Veceived many letters

from Colorado inquiring about j
the administration’s attitude to-

I ward conservation. It is a little
early for a defitite reply but in

| the near future I will devote my
| weekly report to this subject.
Of one thing I am convinced, i
Colorado will experience marked

1relief from the more obnoxious 1
lof the Pinchot. regulations, and
that will be cause for sincere
congratulation.

The town boys and the High
school base ball team crossed
bats last Tuesday and Wednes-
day afternoons, and the High
school boys won both games.

The score was, Tuesday 13 to>
5: Wednesday, 12 to 2.

Denver, Colo.
\ March 29, 1913.

Governor Ammons has issued the
following appeal: I have received the
following telegram from Governor
Cox off Ohio:

“Wire received. Rail and wire
communications in Ohio largely de-
stroyed and our total loss unknown.
Death toll will amount to thousands.
Property loss hundreds of millions.
Two hundred and fifty thousand Ohio
people homeless this morning. We
need funds more than anything else.
Wire us all the aid you can.’’

James Cox.
“In response to this urgent call I

again appeal to the people of the stdte
to contribute,as liberally as they can
to this fun*-’ A dollar now is worth
more than many dollars in a few days
from now. Contributions whether
through pa|>ers or committees should
be forwarded immediately to Joseph
A. Thatcher, Denver national Bank,
Denver State Treasuer, American
Red Cross Society.’*

RED CROSS APPEAL,
Woodrow Wilson, President of the

AmericanRed Cross, and of the Unit-
ed States, and Elias M. Ammons,
President of the Colorado State Red
Cross Board and Governor ofColo-
rado, call the attention of the people
of Colorado to the imperative and im-
mediate need for systematic co-opera-
tion in the calamity that has befallen
our nation.

Owing to the confusion in the minds
of the people as to where to forward
contributions to relieve the awful dis-
tiess, the Red Cross Board of Colora—-
do requests that all contributions be
centralized by sending the same to
Jopesh A. Thatcher, Treasuer of the
Colorado State Jted Cross Board, at
the Denver National Bank, Denver.

This concentration of energy and
philanthropy will prevent the inevita-
ble waste of funds which necessarily
follows where there is no organized
head. If this instruction is observed
we will guarantee that your contribu-
tion will go to the relief of the strick-
en sufferers. Under this arrangement
ariy specific request that contributions
be applied at given points will be re-
spected if the request is made at the
time of the donation.

All contributions sent through the
Colorado Red Cross will be recogniz-
ed through the columns of the state.

Colorado Red Cross Board,
Elias M. Ammons, President
ltev. Dr. Wm. S. Friedman
W illiam Lennox
George D. Meston
Dr. Z. X. Snyder

,
.

S. P. Morris, Field agent,
American Red Cross, Rocky
Mountain District.

EDITORS: Governor Ammons has
issued two appeals to the citizens of
Colorado for aid for the suffers of
Ohio and Indiana. lie directs me as
Secretary of the Colorado Editorial
Association to say that he has -ap-
pointed every editor in the state an
agent to solicit funds in the name of
the Colorado Red Cross Association
and tQ. send the amount immediately
to Joseph A. Thatcher, State Treas-
uer The American Red Cross Society,
Denver National Bank, Denver. I'
am pending you herewith a copy of

! Governor Ammons’ appeal, together
with a copy of the appeal of Gover-
nor Cox of Ohio and also the appeal
of the Colorado Red Cross Society,

jWill youkindly give the same prom-
inent space in your next issue, of
write a separate story appealing for
funds and offering to receive contribu- ?

tions? As I understand it the situa- .

tion is extremely critical in the Hood
districts of those two states.

! ALVA A. SWAIN, Secretary, | '
Colorado Editorial Association.’
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J. M. and V.H. Magwire war 9
pleasant sailers at this offhe'Sa?
day this wef'-J.


