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Washington Letter,
By Edward Keating,

Congressman-at-Large
Fiom Colorado.

I have before me the Rocky
Mountain News of Sunday, May
11, containing an article by Sen-
ator T. M. Patterson on “Why
Free Sugar Would Cripple Colo-
rado’s Great Industry.” -

I do not think I am exaggering
i when I say that no recent con-

tribution to the discussion of the
sugar tariff has broughtsuch joy
to the hearts of the hordesof su-
gar lobbyists in Washington as
this statement from the pen of
the editor of the News.

For weeks these hired men of
the Sugar Trust have beseiged
the offices of Senators Thomas
and Shaffroth pleading and ca-
joling with them to enter into a
combinationwith the sugar Sen-
ators from Louisiana for the pur-
pose of blocking the Democratic
tariff revision program. Appar-
ently they received little or no
encouragement. In fact one of
the press agents of the sugar in-
terests publicly announced that
“the jig was up” and that the
Underwood bill would go through
the Senate without amendment,
orrather withoutmaterial amend-
ment.

Then came the Patterson
article and the sugar lobbyists
werefilled with a new life. They
evidently regard the former sen-
ator’s pronouncement as their
last and best card, If Patterson
backed by his powerful paper,
cannot drive Colorado’s Senators
into the sugar camp then nothing
can move them, is the way the
lobbyists figure the gime.

Will Defeat The Entire Bill.
I am discussing the matter

frankly, because I believe the
people of Colorado should under-
stand the situation.

If Senators Thomas and Shaf-
roth should follow Senator Pat-
terson’s advice and join forces
with the Louisiana senators, the
tariff will not be revised this ses-
sion.

There are 96 members of the
senate—sl democrats and 45 re-
publicans. If four democratic
senators desert their party, the
protectionists will control the sit-
uation, and no tariff bill will be
passed which does not conform
to the views of the Sugar trust
and Woolen trust These two
great combinations are the head
and front of the opposition to the
Underwood bill—“the keystone
of the arch of protection”, as
Senator Aldrich happily phraised
it.

It is inconceivable that the
House and President would ca-
pitulate to this piratical combi-
nation. The President has de-
clared. with an emphasis worthy
of “Old Hickory”, ithat “I am
neither seeking nor asking com-
promises”, and the position of
the House is equally unmistaka-
ble.

If the Senate surrenders to the
Twin trusts, the mutilated bill
will be defeated in the House or
vetoed by the President, and the

Responsibilityfor nullification of
the people’s will must be placed
where it belongs.

Patterson’s Position*.-
' Senator Patterson in justifies.

tion of his advice to Colorado’s
Senators says: “I enthusiasti-
cally urged Mr. Wilson’s nomi-
nation for the pesidency and his
election because I believed he
was a statesman whowould fear-
lessly insist upon a general tariff
revision downward, and upon the
removal of the unnecessary tariff
props from industries which time
and experiencehad proved could
stand alone.”

Be then endeavors to prove
that ‘‘The very lowest price for
which American beet sugar can
be made is $2.75 per 100 lbs and
the highest cost of Cuban cane
sugar, including refining chages,
$1.66 per 100 lbs.”

Basing his conclusion on this
statement of fact, he argues that
the American beet sugar cannot
survive if the tariff is reduced
below one cent per pound.

If the Senators figures were
correct, the duty of one cent a
pound, which he says he is will-
ing to accept, would not be suf-
ficient to save the beetsugar in-
dustry. If you add one cent a
pound to the ‘‘highest cost of
Cuban cane sugar”, quoted by
the senator, you will have $2.66
as the price for Cuban refined
sugar may be laid down in New
York duty paid.

This wouldbe four cents ahun-
dred less than the ‘‘very lowest
price for which American beet
sugnr can be made”, according
to the senator.

Of course,'the result, accord-
ing to the Senator’s own state-
ment of facts, would be the
wiping out of the American beet
sugar industry.

Senator’s grave errors.
But the Senator has permitted

himself to fall into some grave
errors in my judgment.

In the first place the cost of
production does not always deter-
mine the selling price of an
article of general use. The law
of supply and demand is themost
potential influence.

Let us takeafamiliarexample:
The cost of producing a bushel of
wheat in the great wheat fields
of North Dakota and Minnesota
is scarcely more than half what
it is in less favored sections of
the country. ' But the wheat
raiser in Minnesota and the Dak-
otas does not drive the Illinois
farmerout of the wheat business.
Both men sell their wheat in the
same marketat the same price.

This price is fixed, not in Min-
nesota, the Dakota’s or Illinois,
but in Liverpool—the world’s
market, where the U. S., like the
rest of the world disposes of its
surplus wheatl

And men stay in the wheat
business just so long as tliey can
raise wheat and make money out
of it by selling it at this world
price.

Now, there is a world price for
sugar, like there is for wheat,
and the price is determined by
the English market, just as is the
price of wheat.

The countries of the world
dump their surplus sugar stocks
on England, and the price of su-
gar there is less than any where
else on the globe.

The price of sugar in other
countries is aporoximately the
eriglish '"price, plus the cost of
transorptation, plus the tariffand
impost duties levied by those

countries.
World’* Price Of Sugar.

It stands to reason therefore
that any country which can pro-
duce sugar and sell it with a
profit at the English price can
successfullymeet the competition
of the sugar-making world.

Now, what is that English or
world’s price.

The price for a period of ten
years has fluctuated between $3-
20 and $3.60 per hundredpounds.

Of course. Senator Patterson
is not going to contend that the
Cuban will sell his sugar in New
York for $1,66 when he can get
$3.20 or $3.60 for it in England.

The German beet sugar maker
does not hesitate to enter the
English market and meet the
competition of the Cuban and
East Indian, and in fact the lat-
ter plead for “protection”
against the aggressive German.

Germany has abolished its
bounties. It has a tariff for rev-
enue only of 53 cents, and it ex-
ports vast quantities of sugar.

In 1911, the latest figures I
have, this German beet sugar
was offered for export at Ham-
burg for $3.20 per 100 lbs, dnd
the worldbought at that price.
Why didn’t the Cuban with his
$1.66 sugar slip in and capture
the German’s customers?

The answer is very simple:
Because the Cuban cannot sell
refined sugar at $1.66, never has
sold refined sugar at that price
and in all human probability nev-
er will.

With all due respect to Sena-
tor Patterson, the story about
refined Cuban sugar selling in
Now York for $1.66 is a sugar
trust myth—pure and simple.

Can We Compete?
If Germany can compete with

the cane sugar of the world
what is to prevent the Uuited
States doing the same things’

Absolutely nothing, so far as I
havebeen able to discoverauthor-
ities on both sides of the sugar
debate.

The German factories pay as
much for .beets as does the
American factory, and in addi-
tion it gives the German farmer
free seed and forty to sixty per
cent of the pulp.

The German factory pays more
for its power or fuel, than does
the American factory, especially
in the west?

The American labor cost ex-
ceed the German, but that is a
small item, for according to the
sugar men the labor cost of pro-
ducing 100 lbs of sugar in this
country docs not exceed four-
teen cents. The German cost is
less but the difference is trifling
—perhaps five or six cents p£r
100 lbs of sugar—and is more
than made up by the advantages
enjoyed by the American factor-
ies.

The fact is that up to-date
American factories, economically
managed, should be able to pro-
duce refined beet sugar for from
$2 50 to $2.70 per 100 lbs, with-
out reducing the price paid the
the farmer for his beets.

With the price of sugar rang-
ing from $3.20 to $3.60 an ample
margin is left for generous divi-
dends on the capital actually in-
vested.

Dividend* On Watered Stock.

But the men whoare support-
ing the sugar lobby arenot satis-
fied with dividends on capital in-
vested. They demand dividends
on watered stock and a surplus
which runs into the millions.

The Great Western Sugar
Company in five years paid divi-
dends on watered stock and
accumulateda surplus of $9,000,
000. The American Beet Compa-
ny, capitalizedfor four times the
value of itsplants, earned in 1911
40 per cent on its real capital,
according to the report in front
of me. The Michigan Sugar
Company trebled the value of its
stock in a little more than a year,
and almost enough money from
its by-products to pay its divi-
dends.

And this was done with anti-
quated, wateful plants.

The American Beet Sugar Com-
pany in its annualreport for 1911
confesses that just two of its six
factories are modern plants.
Listen to what it says about La-
mar, Colo., plant: “Itsmachinery
is on an old French pattern, re-
moved from the companys aband-
oned Norfolk factory, and there-
fore far out of date and compara-
tivelyexpensive to operate.”

Should the American people be
taxed $115,000,000 a year in order
that the Greed and Inefficiency
may continue to pay dividendson
watered stock.

.That’s the issue in this sugar
fight and that’s the issue on
which those of us who are advo-
cating free sugar appeal to the
people of Colorado.

Like SenatorPatterson, I voted
for Wilson because I belived he
would insist on “The removal of
all unnecessary tariff props from
industries which time and ex-
perience had proved could stand i
alone.”

The facts demonstratethat the
beet-sugar industry can stand
alone and I rejoice that the Pres-
ident is insisting on kicking the
props from under it.

If you agree with this position
it is your duty. Mr. Citizen, to
write to your Senators to-night
and tell them to support Presi-
dent Wilson and the Democratic
majority in the House of Repre-
sentatives.

PROSPECT HILL.
Wednesday noon’s rain was a God

send to farmers. Nothin# was really
sutTerin# but the ground was just in a
salutary condition to beneiit by it.
Small grains will receive an up-lift
that will carry it into June if no
showers come sooner. Providence is
smiling and so should we.

The writer and wife were near First
View on Saturday, visiting Grover
Calvert and family. Grover has a
miniature sub-irrigation plant *ind
waters a small area from his well. He
is giving due attention to summer till-
age and improved methods. That sec-
tion of the country looks thriving and
will get through. We returned the
same day and enjoyed our visit with
them.

Rev. Gane of Blue Springs, Nebr.,
preached for the Arapahoe people last
Sunday at 11 A. M. and 7:30 P. M.
He returned to his home Monday even-
ing with no definite arrangements as
to coming back. He is quite an. able
man and made a good impression on
his congregation. Those interested
will be kept informed as to appoint-
ments. The Christian Endeavor ser-
vice will be held at 11 o’clock and
Sunday School at 10:30. Everybody
come.

Our Auto people wentcalling onour

Kansas neighbors Tuesday, the termi-
nus of their travel was Oakley, a dis-
tance of 80 miles, touching at all in-
termediate towns. The National
Highway was their thought and theme
They hore Cheyenne Co., greetings on
the subject of a Mutual Highway con-
necting us with the Orient and Occi-
dent. Their return by 7:30 the same
day denoted expeditions business and
speedy travel. Perhaps the editors
will enlighten the public on the per-
sonality of this embasv, and what was
accomplished. We only have the
Telephone for it that they went and
came all in 14 hours and 3 minutes.

Kcv. Scott was in liisrpulpit Sunday
night and enriched our minds with
useful knowledge derived from his
meditation from the text “Cast the
beam out of thine own eye; then thou
canst see clearly to cast out the mote
out of thy brothers eye.” “Ask, seek
and knock were also prominently con-
sidered as a means to open heavens
door and secure divine favor. The
younger set were fairly well repre-
sented, hut the adult and more advan-
ced in age were not so much in evi-
dence. Church going is a commend-
able habit to he yet cultivated. The
preacher of righteousness stands for
the leavening of the community for
good and it is meat that he have the
support and co-operation of all. To
la? present and look him in the eye
gives inspiration to his message and
fires him with a zeal for helping you
up the hill of life—Try it and see.

WOMEN WIN RECALL

The first, line and conclusive evi-
dence that the women of California
fully appreciate the importance of the
right that lias come to them through
sufTrage is furnished in the recall of a
San Francisco judge. Under the old
political system a police justice named
Charles L. Weller was elected. At
different times men were brought be-
fore him charged with gross immor-
alities. .In most of the cases, and in
all of them, especially where the crim-
inals hud the advantage of political
influence, they were either discharged
or released on nominal bonds which
they forfeited by leaving the state of
California. The scandals became so
flagrant and the venality of Weller so
pronounced that the women organized
and invoked the recall on him.

All theroues, rounders and habitues
of the underworld of San Francisco
rushed to the assistance of the police
judge. The friends of one scoundrel,
charged with a crime against the
moral code of an especially atrocious
kind, rallied with strong financial aid
to tlie cause of the accused official.
The political workers of liie .old sys-
tem were enlisted, hut the good women
of San Francisco, strong and aggres-
sive in their newly conferred power,
paid no attention to the combined op-
position. but appealed to the decency
of their city to purge it of a foul dis-
grace.

As was proper, they did not appeal
in vain. The clean, honest citizen-
ship of San Francisco responded, and
when tlie election was over Weller was
out of a job and tlie bench of tlie city
was better and purer for his absence.

It all only goes to show what an
organized body of good women can do
for morality when it it attacked by a
corrupt power.— Denver News.

The Garden

The garden spotsare very im-
portant pieces of real estate in
this community, and for thebeni-
fit of those who are cultivating
them, we are printing a special
seriesof articles by Prof. John
Willard Bolte, under the title of
“Back Yard Farmer.” You will
find one of these articles in tbi*
issue, and in it Professor BMCIn
treats of several important sufe*
jects. Our readers can onlv rdy
upon the advice given by Profes-
sor Bolte. He is a scientific agri-
culturist of nation-wide reputa-
tion, who has made a specialty of
flower and vegetable gardening,
land scape decoration, and poul-
try. This is too good a thing Me
any of our readers to miss.


