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Washington Letter,

By Edward Keating,
Congressman- at-kargo

From Colorado.

When President Wilson was
elected a good many of the polit-
ical wiseacres of the National
capital regarded him as an “easy
mark.”

“He’s just a schoolmaster,”
they chuckled as they sipped their
toddies, “lie’s a theorist, an

t idealist, a dreamer. Watch us
tie him up in bow-knots. He
will be eating out of our hands
within six months.”

Less than three months have
passed sncj inauguration day,
and it is just beginning to dawn
on these astute gentlementhat“a
theorist, an idealist and a dream-
er” may know'a little something
about the political game- may be
able to play it in a bigger and
better way.

If the astute gentleman have
taken a single “trick” from the
President, no one has been able
to discover it. In fact, the
schoolmaster threatens tocapture
“high, Iojv, jack and the game.”

The fight over the sugar tariff
is a case in point. On several
occasions the representatives of
the sugar trust have believed they
had the votes to block the Presi-
dent’s program. As I stated in
my letter a week or two ago, they
figured that if four Democratic
senators deserted their party
caucus, the Underwood bill could
not be.passed in its present form.
ThaJtwo Senators from Louisiana
had already agreed to play the
trust’s game, and the lobbyists
sought feverishly for two more.
It was rumored that they had
them. Then—It leaked out that
a progressive and possibly a Re-
publican senator .were prepared
to support the president in case
a combination was formed be-
tween the sugar trust and trait-
orous democratic senators.

That gavethePresident“high,
low, jack” and now the supreme
struggle is on to determine who
shall have “game.”

A real bomb was exploded in
the camp-of the trust when the
President in a public statement
told what every Member of'Con-
gress knew, and what has been
repeatedly asserted in these let-
ters, that the trust was maintain-
ing “an insidious and industrious
lobby in this city for the purpose
of influencing legislation.”

The organs of the interests im-
mediately clamored for “proof,”
and the President promptly an-
nounced that he would accom-
modate them.

The senate has agreed to ap-
point a committee of inquiry, and
it will have begun its session be-
fore this letter is printed.

The administration is deter-
mined that all the facts shall be
laid before the country. “The
schoolmaster” is also a first rate
fighting man, as the sugar trust
and its Republican and Demo-
cratic allies will discover before
many days have passed.

Praise for “country”press
Last Thursday I asked permis-

sion to print in the Congressional
Record William J. Bryan’s reply
to for: . ;a!r T. M. Patter-
son’s] *. tariff on sugar.
In th; ion I took occasion

to pay a deserved tribute to the
so-called *‘country” press of
Colorado.

I am reproducing it here, not
for the benefit of the editors,
Lhey have already seen it in the
Record, but for the information
of the men and women who read
the papers which have been
printing my letters. 'My remarks
follows:

“In my judgmeut, Mr. Speak-
er, Mr. Bryan voices the senti-
ments of the overwhelming ma-
jority of the voters of Colorado
on this sugar question.

“In support of this statement,
I wish space would permit me to
quote the scores of editorials from
Colorado papers which I have re-
ceived during the last few weeks.
Almost without exception the
Democratic press of Colorado,
outside of Denver, is vigorously
supporting free sugar.

“For a quarter of a century I
have been connected with the pa-
pers of Denver, but I want to be
placed on record now as saying
that the cause of genuine Dem-
ocracy in Colorado must look for
support to the courageous and
untrammeled country press of the
State.

“It is very gratifying to be
able to state that the most ardent
supporters of free sugar are the
Democratic papers published in
the cities and towns which con-
tain sugar factories. They have
disregarded the cajoleries and the
threats of the sugar companies
and have fearlessly championed
the policy outlined by the Presi-
dent of the United States.”

Hawaii’s plantive wail
I received a sixteen page let-

ter the other day from the Sugar
planters of Hawaii. According
to the story these gentleman told,
free sugar would devastate the
island, compel its white inhabi-
tants to cross over to the main-
land and permit the Japanese
and Chinese to seize the “Gem
of the Pacific.”

It was made pretty clear that
because I advocated the removal
of thesugar tariff I was particeps
criminis to this foul outrage and
my conscience began to trouble
me. So I began an investigation.

I found that the Hon. William
Kent. Republican Congressman
from California and one of the
most influential men on either
side of the House, had made the
following statement concerning
the Hawaiian sugar situation in
a speech delivered in Congress on
April, 28, 1913.

Kents Statement.
“Let us consider some phases

of Hawaiian sugar. Tne business
was built up first under subsidy
and then under a protective tar-
iff. The sugar land is nearly all
of it in the hands of the great
corporations. These corporations
are paying large dividends on in-
flated values. This is the upper
crust of the pie. Next there
comes a filling of upward of 400,-
000 tons of sugar, for which, to-
gether with all other sugar, im-
ported and domestic, the Amer-
ican people are paying heavy
taxes. The lower crust consists
of oriential labor. The yellow
man is everywhere displacingthe
white man, even in the skilled
occupations. The white man of
small means has little or no
chance to inhabit the ‘Paradise

of the Pacific.’ It is today a
country of corporations and yel-
low men. The white men are so
greatly outnumbered that there
seems danger that the pie may be
turned over, to the obvious bene-
fit of the under crust, but to the
destruction of the upper crust.
To prevent such an unfortunate
occurrence and to protect the
protected-sugar industry, we are
taxed for an increase in our
Navy. To protect the Navy,
which must protect the protect-
ed-sugar industry, we must be
taxed to fortify Pearl Harbor.
To protect Pearl Harbor, to pro-
tect the Navy, to protect the pro-
teoted-sugar industry, we must
keep rear Pearl Harbor a con-
siderable army of men, and these
must be supported out of .public
taxation.

“This is an illustration of the
'American doctrine,’ and the
American consumer can realize
as he pays his grocery bills that
he is not only patriotically en-
couraging an American industry
for the benefit of corporations
and yellow labor, but that he is
encouraging an indefinite in-
crease in our Navy and a pro-
bable increase in our Army,
always with the possibility that
the Navy and the Army afore-
said may have to be actively used
to further protect the protected-
sugar industry, with all the waste
of life and of property incident
toawar. and at a very rough es-
timate with four hundred and
eighteen thousand millions of
dollars of pensions to pay in the
years to come.”

JINGO JOURNALISM.
Hereinafter will be found an

interview recently given out by
Secretary Daniels of the navy
department. It is timely and to
th e point. The recklessness
with which the sensational news-
papers, not only of the country
but throughout the world, deal
with international questions,
passes the limit of patience
They are not only indifferent to
the truth and oblivious to facts,
but they misconstrue, wherever
misconstruction is possible, the
words of individuals and the ac-
tions of governments.

The newspaper itehi referred
to by Secretary Daniels is only
one of many illustrations of the
injury that can be done by trou-
ble loving editor or reporter.
We are told that the pen, in the
hands of one entirely great, is
mightier than the sword, but
what shall we say of it when it
is in the hands of one devoid of
patriotism or sense of responsi-
bility.

In time of war, the man who
betrays his government into the
hands of the enemy, is guilty of
treason. Can he be entirely
guiltless when in time of peace
deliberately attempts to plunge
his country into’war by the cir-
culation of untruthful and in-
flamatory rumors.

In our criminal courts, indiffer-
ence to human life is punished,
as well as premeditated assaults.
Can he escape moral responsibil-
ity for his brother’s blood who,
for a fevv dollars, fans the
flames of passion and excites
hostility between nations?

There is another kind of jour-
nalism scarcely less reprehensi-

ble than misrepresentation. It
is the discussion of hypothetical
questions where the discussion
is calculated to arouse ill will.
All sorts of imaginary situations
are conjured up and public offic-
ials besieged with questions con-
cerning conditions that have not

■arisen and may never arise. The
official cannot answer the ques-
tions without gross impropriety,
and yet his refusal to answer
them is often made the basis of
speculation and even taken as an
admission that the questions are
under consideration.

The disease is a serious one: is
it not time for the public con-
science to address itself to it? Is
it not time for public opinion to
bring its influence upon it?—

.Commoner.
Secretary Daniels Interview.

The Washington Post prints
thg following;

Harrassed by frequent queries
directed to him with a view to
confirming stories dealing with
the California-Japanese question
which have recently been pub-
lished in certain newspapers,
conveying the idea that this
country was on the brink of war,
and bending its efforts to prepare
for the struggle, Secretary of the
Navy Daniels attacked the pub-
lications which pursue such a
policy.

“Their aim,” he said, “has
been to manufacture a war, and
in their effort to accomplish this
purpose they are not only exci-
ting the radical elements in this
nation, but conveying an erron-
eous impression to the outside
world, including Japan.

As a result of the persistent
attempt of these papers to con-
strue every act of the war and
navy departments as a move in
preparation of war, Secretary
Daniels said that he had ordered
every ship in the Pacific ocean to
hold its present anchorage. The
movement of one, he said would
call forth a hundred different
stories.

In the course of his comment
he said:

“War scares; reports that this
government is facing a crisis be-
cause of the California-Japanese
situation, and is hastily prepar-
ing for an international struggle;
the repeated statements that the
truth of the affair has been with-
held, and the public deceived by
the administration, are justified
only as far as the public will per-
mit itself to be misled by the
image-making power of a certain i
and unscrupulous portion of the
pi ess.”

“If there had been even the j
slightest justification for the'
publication of these war scares.”

Secretary Daniels continued,
“I would be the first to want the
people to know the truth. How-
ever, there is notr and I protest
against the highly colored mis-
information which the people are
now being fed by some publica-
tions.

I recently ordered the cruiser
Maryland, now in Pacific waters
to test some Alaskan coal which
had been recommended by the
naval board for the government
use. Her bunkers were filled
she made a test run to San Fran-
cisco. This was the leiult” —

and he pointed to the headlines:
U. S. S. MARYLAND STRIP

PED FOR ACTION MAKES
FORCED SPEED TO SAN
FRANCISCO-PREPARED

FOR BATTLE.
“The man who wrote that

story,” Daniels continued, ought
to be prosecuted. But this is only
one instance. There have been
hundreds within the last two

weeks. Not only has the navy
department been misrepresented,
but the White House, the state'
department, and the war depart-
ment, and other federal branch-
es.

“The danger in this character
of publication is not confined to

the boundaries of the United
States. It is spread throughout
the civilized world, in Japan, and
everywhere, Thus the the peo-
ple of every nation are given er-
roneous impressions; they are
without the true facts, and the
radical elements demand repar-
ation. They demand it justly,
too, but the men who are respon-
sibleare not government officials;
they are the editors and proprie-
tors of such papers.”

GIRLS TRAIN FOR
HOUSEWIVES

The department of Home Economies
at the Fort Collins Institution is prov-
ing’ very popular and now has an en-
rollment of 230 girls. These girls
come mostly from country homes anil
study such subjects as house manage-
ment. home sanitation, foods, homo
nursing, cooking, sewing, household
economy,millinery, farm architecture,
English and music.

Two seperate courses are offered,
one for graduates of high school and
one for girls who have only an eighth
grade education. The departmemt oc—.
cupies a splendid modern building, .
given by Senator Simon Guggenheim
and equipped by the state. No tuition
is charged as the college is supported
by the state and national government.

Similar courses are being inaugur-
ated in many high schools of the
state under the direction of teacher
trained at the Agricultural College.

SPRING PREPARATION
OF LAND

Under dry farming especially, prop-
per spring preparation of land is high-
ly important. It has been found that
tilth and moisture are most generally
lost by the operation of two causes,
the formation of a crust on tile sur-
face of the soil with cracking, and the
growth of weeds or other vegetation.

Thus, in order to save moisture and
keep the tilth in the soil in the spring
it is good practice to harrow or disk
it necessary, to break up any crust
that may form after rains, and to kill
any weeds that may start to grow.

plowing, to lie properly done, must
be done when the soil is in the right
condition of moisture. This right
condition can be held by disking the
surface thus breaking up the crust,

killing the weeds which preserve tilth
and preventing moisture less.

GOOD ROADS.

The Office of Public Roads, at
Washington, D. C. offers free expert
advice about roads. It has also dis-.
played at expositions and fairs an ex-
hibit of road models. These models
show the standard types of road con-
struction and present the modern
ideas of highway engineers. General-,
ly, they represent roads with a hard-
ened surface 1(1 feet wide and with
earth shoulders on each side about 0
feet wide.

Bulletin 47 of the Office of Public
Roads, Washington, D. C. is called a
“Descriptive Catalogue of the Road
Models of the Office of Public ,di».’
it describes nineteen mode r.d
'rives good, clear illustration -h.
It may be bought from the Sr jrin-,
tende it of Documents, Waste u u
C., for fifteen cents.


