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Washington Letter,

By Edward Keating,
Congre#smtltt-at-Iiarge

From Colorado.

lam a member of* the 'city*
council of Washington. The peo-
ple of Colorado did not know
they were confering this honor
on me when they elected me to
Congress, and I did not know I
had the job until I reached the
Capital. Theft I discovered that
every member of the House and
Senate was in theory a member
of the governing board- of this
city and was expected to devote
a certain amount of attention to
municipal affairs.

The spectacle of the greatest
legislative body on earth turning
aside frgm the consideration of
national and international prob-
lems to discuss how garbage
shall be l'emoved from the alleys
of Washington is certainly one to
make the angels weep and cause
strong men to use deep-purple
language. Yet this is exactly
the scene presented on the floor
of the House twice a month on
“District of Columbia Day.

THE RESULT.
The net result is that, in my

opinion, Washington is the worst
governed city in the nation.

It is without civic spirit be-
cause its people "have been dis-
franchised and are given no
voice in its government.

It is graft-ridden, because a
comparatively small clique of
selfish rich men have been en-
abled to secure the ear of Con-
gress and to shape municipal ac-
tivities as to enrich themselves.

Its condition constitutes a men-
ace to the entire nation, because
Members of Congress have in
times past fallen under the in-
fluence of these corrupt cliques,
and their general usefulness has
thereby been materially impair-
ed.

It is a drain on the treasury of
the nation, because Congress has
bound itbelf to pay one-half the
running expenses of,the city, and
this item now amounts to some-
thing more than five million dol-
lars a year —exclusive of the tre-
mendous sum appropiated to

-“beautify” the city and erect
ornate public buildings.

GOVERNMENT OF RINGS.
The executive functions of the

city are vested in a board of
three commissioners —two name
by the President and an army

Engineer assigned by the War
Department. The powers of this
board are circumscribed, and
Congress is constantly interfer-
ring at the suggestion of some
one of the powerful cliques which
are determined to exploit the
city for their own enrichment.

The newspapers of the city are
controlled by these cliques and
they are unsparing in their criti-
cism of the Congressman or Sen-
ator who dares to interfere with
their master’s pet schemes.

Congressman Ben Johnson, of
Kentucky, chairman of the house
Committee on the District of
Columbia. Congressman Henry
George, Jr., son of the great
philosopher, and Judge Prouty,
of Iowa, a Republican Congress-
man of the most progressive
type, have endeavored to change
conditions, and, as a consequence

.have felt the sting of newspaper
attack.

Johnspn has carried the issue
to his constituents down in Ken-
tucky and they have sustained
him in handsome fashion. When-

1 ever one of the “kept” papers
attack him he has the artcle re-
printed in practically'every news-
paper in his district and his peo-
ple have learned to guage the
quality of his work by the
amount of mud flung athim.

George has shown where the
“real estate clique”, through the
control of the assessors have
been enabled to dodge their tax-
es and Prouty recently discovered
where through a bitofbookkeep-
ing ledgerdemain the District
had beaten the government out
of a cool million of dollars.

RICHEST OF GRAFTS.
The members of the “reales-

tate clique” have made millions
out of their deals, and there is
plenty of evidence that Members
of Congress have profited by
these transactions.

For example: The realestate
ring purchased a tract of surbur-
an land and determined to make
it the. fashionable resident sec-
tioo of Washington. The street
railway company was permitted
to extend its lines to the tract
and then Congress appropiated
money needed to open up the
streets and make other improve-
ments calculated to greatly en-
hance the value of the ring’s
holdings. I have it on the word
of a member of the House Dis-
trict Committee that the govern-
ment expended $1, 750,000 in this
manner on this tract alone. Of
course, the insiders “cleaned up”
handsomely.

• In other cities, the cost of
parks and side walk and street
improvement are assessed to the
property benefitted. Not so in
Washington. Uncle Sam buys
all the parks, and he contributes
one-half the cost ofall side walk
and street improvement. The
other half is paid out of the gen-
eral revenues of the district.
Result: The streets and alleys
in Washington’s “best” residen-
tial districts are models for the
world, while in less favored sec-
tions of the city—the places
where the tourists do not go—-
but where the people live—the
alleys are full of foul odors and
the side-walks and pavements
are dilapidated.

The method of raising the
city’s revenue is peculiar. The
Commissioners determine how
much they will collect from gen-
eral taxation. Whatever this
sum may be, the National gov-
ernment is called upon for an
equal amount. Thus it has come
to pass that whenever the city
licenses a new saloon Uncle Sam
is compelled to dig down in his
pocket and pay the District treas-
ury an equal amount.

THE MARKET STEAL.
Washington has a magnificient

market house which is pointed
out to visitors. As a matter of
fact it is a monument to graft.

The land and the building be-
long to the government. In 1873
certain Congressmen and Sena-
tors organized a company and
put through a bill granting them
a 99 year lease on the market on
condition that they pay an annual
rental of $25,000 and construct a

municipal building to cost $250,-
000. Soon after they obtained
the lease they exerted their in-
fluence and were released from
the obligation to build the muni-
cipal building and the rental was
cut ro $7,500 a year.

Then they lea-ed a part of the
market to the government for
an armory at a rental of $8,500 a
year.

Thus they were given posses-
sion of this tremendously valu-
able piece of property for SI,OOO
a year less than nothing, They
still control it and I have been
told that it has paid 40 per cent
annual dividends on the original
capitalization.

The list of Washington’s
grafts could be lengthened in-
definitely, but space forbids.
The House District Committee,
led by Johnson, George and
Prouty, is uncovering new scan-
dals every day. The President
has assisted in the good work by
appointing able, trustworthy and
progressive commissioners.
What is most needed is a nation-
wide public sentiment which will
demand a “clean-up”.

Going to the Fair?
The fair season is here. There

is something for every member
of the family. In whatever di-
rection their interests may Jie,
they will find them represented.
The fair is a great museum of
the progress of the year and age.
In its exhibits of livestock and
products of the farm are the
latest improvements in manufact -

uring and breeding. Among its
fine arts and household equip-
ment the women and men, too,
find the most up-to-date and mak-
ing-home attractive and conven-
ient appliances.

To everyone who goes in the
spirit of the student there is
something new and interesting.
The fair is a short course in farm-
ing, in breeding, in farm me-
chanics, in dairying, in domestic
arts, in domestic science and in
good, wholesome entertainment.
One takes away from a fair just
what he takes to it. That is, if
one goes to criticise, there will
be much to criticise; if one goes
to learn there will be much to
learn. If one’s hobby is not up
to his standard of excellence he
might say the fair is degenerat-
ing. The fair is a broad gauged
symposium of the year’s pro-
gress. There is something for
all, and all things for everyone.

Go to the fair in the same
broad gauged spirit that has di-
rected the managers in their ef-
fort to bring together a great
demonstration laboratory suited
to many men and many minds.
If one is at all disappointed in
his own particular hobby look
about and see how the other fel-
low is making out.

Mrs. Forest Harr, of Arena,
was in town Wednesday.

The band boys from Sharon
Springs arrived this morning and
they are a “nifty” looking set of
boys.

Martin McCaskey departed
Wednesday evening for Ogden,
lowa, where he intends taking
in the home fair, and visit rela-
tive for two weeks.

Mrs. J. N. Hollenbaugh return-
ed from Colorado Springs, Wed-
nesday evening, where she has
been visiting friends and rela-
tives for several weeks. Now
Jake says he is sure he will have
a good time during the fair, and
his face has a different expres-
ion on it.

Potatoes Are Raised Without
Tops

Potatoes without tops are be-
ing grown by J. C. Mooney, a
farmer near Oneida. Two years
ago Mooney had trouble. in get-
ting seed potatoes. Finally a
man offered him some which he
said, however, he considered
poor, as they had few eyes. Mr.
Mooney bought some of them and
picked out those which appeared
to have the best eyes. He plant-
ed two rows. Apparently the
potatoes were down to the deal-
ers low estimate. Very few
sprouts appeared. Mooney al-
lowed the rows to run to weeds,
but when he plowed the ground
in the fall he was surprised to
find that the share threw out
big potatoes where he had ex-
pected to'find only a few. Most
of the potatoes appeared to have
no eyes, but there were several
small knobs on each tuber.

Struck with this peculiarity,
Mooney discarded all the potatoes
which had eyes, and a vear ago
last spring planted only the eye-
less tubers. Only a few sprouts
appeared, but Mooney kept the
wfeeds down this time and when
he dug into the ground last fall
found a big crop of potatoes. He

has planted nearly all the seed
again this year, after discarding
the potatoes with eyes, and be-
lieves that this fall he will have
a full crop of “no tops.”

The topless potatoes are slight-
ly different in appearance from
the regular tubers, but there is
no difference in the taste. The
crop averages about the same as
potatoes with tops, but the big
advantage in their favor is that
there is no danger to them from
early frosts and insect pests.

F. F. Hibbard, who has been
in a hospital at Denver for sev-
eral weeks, is again back in
Cheyenne Wells. The Record,
with the many friends of Mr.
Hibbard is pleased to see him
with us again, and hope he is
here to stay this time.

Joe Robinson Jr., and J. L.
Minor, of the Arapahoe country,
were in Cheyenne Weil3 Monday
they brought in sixty-five head
of cattle and sold them to C. T.
Thero, who shipped them to
the Kansas City market that
evening, and Joe went homewith
a smile on his face.

PROGRAM
ofthe Fifth Annual

Cheyenne County Fair
Cheyenne Wells, Colo.

SEPTEMBER 17, 18, 19 and 20
Wednesday, Sept. 17th

9:00 a. m. Placing of exhibits
Thursday, Sept. IBth

9:00 a. m. Band Concert
10:00 a. m. March to the Fair Grounds
10:30 a. m. Judging of live stock in front of Grand Stand
1:30 p. m. RACES

Green horses that never started for money,
Purse $50.00

Half mile running race. Purse $15.00
Half mile pony race, under fourteen hands

high, Purse $lO.OO
2:30 p. m. Base ball game
7:30 p. m. Band concert. Court House yard
8:30 p. m. Dance

Friday, Sept. 19th

9:00 a. m. Band concert
10:00 4m. March to Fair Grounds
11:00 a. m. ALFALFA SPECIAL
2:00 p. m. RACES

Three minute trot or pace, Purse $75.00
Ladies half mile running race, Purse $15.00
2:25 trot or pace. Purse $lOO.OO
Bucking broncho contest. Purse $20.00

2:30 p. m. Base ball game
\ 7:30 p. m. Band concert, Court House yard

8:30 p. m. Dance

Saturday, Sept. 20th

9:00 a. m. Band concert
10:00 a. m. March to Fair Grounds _

11:00 a. m. Judging of harness and saddle horses at
Grand Stand

1:30 p. m. RACES
/, 2:35 trot or pace, Purse $85.00

Free for all trot or pace, Purse $125.00
Two and one-half mile relay race, change

horses every half mile, Purse $25.00
Potato race on horse back. Purse $5.00

8:30 p. m. Dar.ce

Parade of prize winners of live stock
in front of Grand Stand each day
just before the races


