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Washington Letter,

By Edward Keating,

From Colorado.

‘‘Red Tape1’ —that ancient en-
emy of Western development—-
is doomed, afileast in so faras the
Interior Department is concern-
ed, Secretary Lane has passed
the woid to his subordinates that
failure to cross a "t” or dot an
“i” is not a capital offense and
that a man who is attempting to
make a home on the national do-
main is en aged in a laudable
undertaking and should be en-
couraged by the representatives
of the feberal government.

‘‘The secretary will do any-
thing within reason lor the ‘lit-
tle fellows’ but he is tougher
than Pinchot when he comes to
dealing with the big monopolists’
was the way one of Lane’s assis-
tents explained his chief’s atti-
tude to me.

Almost every day we are fur-
nished with pleasing evidence of
the change in policy of the de-
partment, and always it is some-
thing which smoothes the path
for the home maker and never
anything which tends to foster
monoply.

Take for example the experi-
ment which the Secretary is
making in Colorado concerning
final proof by homesteaders.
Hereafter, in all protested claims
final proof will he made upon the
ground—that is, on the claim it-
self. The entryman will have an
opportunity to confront the of-
ficial who make the protest and
every point in controversy will be
threshed out where all the evi-
dence is at hand. There will •be
no more hearings and rehearings
with the attendant delays and
expense. A square deal will be
assured and the nerve-wrecking
“red-tape” will be cut out.
What this change means to the
homesteader only a Westerner
can appreciate. For the time
being the experiment will be con-
fined to Colorado but I am confi-
dent it will be such a pronounced
success it will be quickly exten-
ded to all public land states.

NOTHING FOR ATTORNEYS.
Another blow at “Red Tape”

is contained in the announce-
ment by the Geological Survey
that settlers who desire to have
land designated as subject to the
enlarged homestead act need not
employ attorneys and other ex-
perts to prepare their petitions.
We are fold that it is Secretary
Lane’s desire that “the settler
shall take the simplest and most
direct means to make his wants
known”. No definite form of
petition is required. The settler
is expected to write a letter to
the Geological Survey, Washing-
ton, D. C., giving a description
of the land he wants to take up,
the description of his original
homestead entry (if he has one)
and such evidence as he posses-
es to. prove that the land he seeks
is non irrigable. On receipt of
this letter an official investigation
will be made and the applicant
promptly notified of the decision.

All very simple, isn’t it? And
how different from the old sys-
tem?

Secretary Lane is a demon for
work. He likes to see things

; finished, loose ends army him.
jHis handling of the reclamation
service illustrate this point.
When he went into office eight
months ago, the West was de-
manding that the service get
busy and complete the projects
which had deen authorized and
many of which had been under
construction for at least ten
years. The reclamation officials
said the protestants were a
“bunch of kickers” and .the pro-
testants retorted that the recla-
mation officials were incompetent
and possibly dtshonest.

Lane insisted on hearing both
sides. He thought the discus-
sion would take two or three
days. It dragged over as many
weeks. At the end of that time
Lane was tired but he understood
the troubles of the reclamation
service. He found that both
sides were in part wrong and in
part right.

He has reorganized the Depart-
ment, quietly but effectively and
he has made it very clear that he
wants the projects completed
and water turned in without the
unnecessary loss of a day. His
subordinates have «aught his
spirit and the effect will soon be
seen all over the West.

The “Big Fellows”, the mon-
opolists, do not find the Secretary
so considerate. Some months
ago the Colorado Fuel and Iron
Co., was compelled to return to
the Government a great tract of
coal land which it had illegally
grabbed and then the American
Smelting and Refining Co., was
discovered making off with an-
other group of coal claims and it
was compelled to stand and de-
liver.

Lane has some interesting ideas
concerning the developement of
our natural resource, and when
he presents them I predict he
will receive a most sympathetic
hearing from Congress and the
people. He is one of the big men
of this administration and he has
a little trick of getting bigger
every time you meet him. Un-
fortunately he was born on the
Canadian side of the line. If
that particular stork had been a
little more considerate k he would
now be discussing a real Presi-
dential possibility.

SUCCESS OF THE PARCEL
POST.

Where is the man who said the
parcel post wolud bankrupt the
Government? He was making a
good deal of a noise a year ago,
but he has not been heard from
of late. TheTeason for his si-
lence is to be found|in the month-
ly statements of the receipts and
disbursements of this new divis-
ion of the Post Office Department.
These figures would indicate that
the profits of the parcels post for
the first year of its existence will
total the tidy sum of thirty mil-
lion dollars out of a total busi-
ness of eighty million.

On January 1, 191.4, the De-
partment is expected to promul-
gate new regulations. The weight
limit will be materially increased
and the rates may be lowered.'

It will take time and patience
to perfect the parcels post sys-
tem. Organizations of that kind
are' not built up in a day, but
judged by the results so far
achieved Uncle Sam has demon- i
strated that he is a capable busi-'
ness man. I

HIGH SCHOOL NOTES
i Saturday Nov. 15the Cheyenne
County High School boys played
a game of basket ball with the
Sharon Springs High School, re-
sulting in a victory for the Shar-
on Springs boys_

Failure is the first step toward
success.” This certainly proved
true in connection with the bask-
et ball players of our teams. In
the game at Sharon Springs the
boys were beaten by a large per-
cent. This defeat did not dis-
hearten the boys for they prac-
ticed harder than ever, determin-
ed to win the next game if
possible. Owing to the “short
term of office” of our boys they
were not so proficient at the
science as their honorable oppon-
ent. Another point in Sharons
favor was the immense statue of
their players. Despite this our
boys are improving so that in a
very short time we will be able
to show them a very close game.

Rebekah Surprise
The regular meeting of the

Rebekah Lodge was held on
Monday Night with Miss Clara
VVickel in the chair of the Noble
Grand for the last time. The
meeting was unusualy interest-
ing and several instructive talks
were given. After this the
members present arose- and
using a part of the Staff Drill
formed in line and marched
around the hall and in passing
the chair of the Noble Grand
each in turn showered her with
beautiful little farewell gifts.
Miss Wickel in a few well chosen
words exprggsed her thanks for
the thoughtful kindness ar.d
courtesy shown during her
membership of the prairie Queen
Rebekah Lodge, also the regret
she felt in’leaving.
After the meeting was dismissed
several musical numbers were
given and delightful refresh-
ments were served, all leaving
at a late hour after having spent
a very pleasant evening.

TO THE TEACHERS
Fare to Teachers Association

at Pueblo, byway of Denver is
$10.70. Byway of Limon, about
26 cents less. Most of the
Teachers have about decided to
go byway of Denver. The
train leaves Cheyenne Wells at
6:08 A. M. arriving in Denver at
11:35 AM. On Santa Fe, the
train leaves for Pueblo at 12:15,
arriving there about 4. P. M.
Starting on Sunday A. M’s.
train we arrive in time in Pueblo
to attend the Educational Sermon
in the evening.

Points where round trip tickets
cannot be gotten: Where ticket
is purchased, teachers ask for
receipt for same from agent, or
if no ticket can be gotten get re-
ceipt from Conductor on the
train. Byway of Limon, U. P.
train arrives in Limon five min-
utes before R. I. leaving for
Pueblo, when on Scheduled time.

Concerning Board and Room
see me. *

Emma M. Johnstone,
Co., Sup’t.

Clarence Auten and Lee Kibbee,
of the Aradahoe country are in
Cheyenne Wells today.

FIRST VIEW NEWS.
Rev. DeMunbrun preached

here Sunday.

Guy Robinson visited the coun-
ty seat Monday.

J. L. Allen was a business vis-
itor in the county seat last week.

Quite a number of First View
people attended the Percel sale
Tuesday.

Rev. "Grunwald held Lutheran
service in Golden Valley Sunday
afternoon.

J. B. Hassman has returned to
Coleridge, Neb., to look after his
interests there.

Gladys Lien came down from
Boulder Monday and is visiting
the Garvick home.

E. M. Liscomb came down
from Denver Sunday to spend a
few weeks with home folks.

Our section crew were in Chey-
enne Wells Tuesday collecting
this month’s pay from the U. P.

Mr. A. Pauls has received
word that his son, Mat is much
improved and able to be out of
the hospital.

Geo. Atkinson went to Lamar
last week to resume his duties as
salesman for the National Gro-
cery Company.

Mrs. G. E. Gregory went to
Manhattan, Kans., last week to
visit his son and daughter who
are in the college there.

J. C. Nelson has started over-
land to join Mrs. Nelson at Wil-
liamsburg, Kans, at which place
they will spend the winter.

Mrs. Thos. Dwyer, Mrs Jos.
Dwyer and Anna Gerke went to
Cheyenne Wells to attend mission
the latter part of last week.,

S. Garvick, who has been vis-
ing relatives here, went to Den-
ver Saturday, Mrs barvick ac-
companied him and will spend a
few weeks with relatives before
returning.

Robt Fritts made final proof on
his homestead last Thursday and
accompanied by his family start- !
ed overland Saturday to spend!
the winter in Nebraska. On
Wednesday eve a party of friends
surprised them at their home and
held an old fashioned candy pull.
All report a fine time.

PROSPECT HILL.
Grover C. Calvert of First

View was an overnight visitor at
Prospect Hill on Tuesday.

Bruce Jackson is a public ben-
efactor in his own neighborhood.
He borrowed Reed Calkins hounds
and has about scored the dozen
mark in coyote scalps.

Mrs. Wm. Schultz and Mrs.
Morris Trumbor motored out to
Prospect Hdl on Sunday after-
noon and visited a little while
with Mrs. J. A. Jenkins.

Mr. and Mrs. Reed Caulkins
paid their respects to our domi-
cile on Monday. Reed vaccinated
our cattle and the ladies did the
visiting, thus harmonizing busi-
ness and pleasure.

Hon. Edward Keating, Colo-
rado’s Congressman at large gave
us an able, clear and concise re-
view of the recent eastern elec-
tions. Read it in last weeks Re-

| CORD. You will find it worth
I while.

Sherman Mason, on the Gud-
gel ranch Is playing the bachelor
role this winter. Mrs. Mason is
sojourning in town educating the
children. This is commendable

| in both, for education is a work-
ing capital that none can despise
in this work day world.

There will be a thanksgiving
dinner and sermon at Arapahoe
on Thanksgiving day. Every
body come and bring well filled
baskets. In this way we can
worship the giver of all good,
Cultivate the social virtues and
really have a sunshiny goodtime.
This is in keeping with a general
•custom and one of our own as
well.

Dr. Hans Schuelke who has
been absent for some months, in
Nebraska. Wyoming and other-
dry places, seeking rest and
finding none, is again among us
with the expressed virdict that
this is the best of them all. The
Dr. is observing and a man of
honest conviction and we should
receive his report without note
or comment.

Mr. and Mrs. Thos. Johnstone
have returned from their recent
visit to Mrs. Johnstones former
home in Minnesota and are read-
ily adapting themselves to their
respective vocations. She to her
School Superintening and he to
his flocks and herds. William
Moldenhauer has also returned
and apparently is glad to greet all
old friends and good weather.

Monday noon we observed Ihe
rare spectacle of a well outlined
rainbow in the north. We never
saw the seven colored arch in the
north before. It can only occur
when the sun is far south of the
ecliptic and at noon and other
conditions just to suit. Rain-
bows are the prettiest things un-
der the sun and Angels use them
for ribbon to plait in their hair:
see Rev. 10: 1.

The various religious meetings
in town came to a close Sunday.
|lt is hoped that the religious

! temper of the people is improved.
; Our tendency by nature is down

! grade.. Religion is not only
i brakes but motor power to all to

jkeep us from going entirely to
jthe bad. Conscience well en-
lightened is a monitor always on
guard. Washingtons advice to
the young was to never let that
celestial fire within us- go out.
Good preaching, followed by good
practice will raise up among us a
happy and useful people. Moody
said “If you cannot be a light-
house, be a eandle.” In this
way we wifi keep others from
stumbling.

Hiram Bacon. Michigan Snyder
anl another man, we did not
learn his name, of Arapahoe,
were Prospect Hill callers on
on Monday. They were trying
the merits of our new roads and
noting the general contour of this
favored part of the county. Mr.
Bacon was unsparing in his praise
of his section of the county in
crops, people and prospects.
Silo’s were tn general use and
were nearly all filled. He had
two and both full and plenty in
the stock. Diagger had four and
all full and feed besides. There
is to be a general impetus in the
dairy business in the Spring.
Bacon is right, he boosts the
country and bets on its future.


