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Washington Letter,

By Edward Keating, Congressman-at-Large From Colorado.

The regular session of the 63rd
Congress will convene next Mon-
day and no one anticipates an
adjournment before August Ist
1914.

In those eight months of law
making the majority in both
Houses will either makeor break
the Democratic Party.

We have been in control of the
Government since March 4th In
that time Woodrow Wilson has
succeeded in “making good” with
the American people. But the
Democratic Congress is still on
trial. We have passed a real
tariff bill, a splendid redemption
of platform pledges. We have
pushed a real banking and cur-
rency bill through the House but
it has been blocked in the Senate
and blocked by Democraticvotes.
Of course, the Republicans assis-
ted in the blocking to the limit
of their ability, but the fact re-
mains that they couldhave been
swept aside had it not been for

i the wobbling of a minority of
the majority. “Wobbling”
seems too mild a term and ‘ ‘Trea
son” must and will substitute if
the wobblers don,t wobble into
line in the very near future.

Every genuine Democrat feels
the keenest chagrine over the
Senate’s failure to enact the cur-
rency bill during the extra ses-
sion. With the tariff and cur-
rency question out of theway the
decks would have been cleared
for the considerationof a scupe; -

dous legislativeprogram. As it
is, only the House is prepared to
take up the new work, while the
Senate will probably drool ovt r
the currency for the next tv. o
months.

At the end of that time, the
Wilson-Bryan bill will go through
There is no doubt about that in
the mind of any well informed
observer. “The Interests” can
annoy the President, they can
subject his plans to vexatious
delaysbut when the test comes
they haven’t the votes to control
eitherHouse. If they weredeal-
ing with a weaker leader their
Fabian tactics might secure im-
portant com essioi.s, but Wihon
is cold grey granite when a
ptinciple is atstake.

MANY BIG QUESTIONS.
The following are some of the

great problems aside from the
currency, which Congress will
be called upon to consider during
the regular session:

Regulations of Trusts.
Good Roads.
Rural Credits.
Naval and Military Program.
The unlocking of the natural

resources of Alaska, and possibly
theconstruction of our first gov-

ernment-ownedrailroad.
Legislation affecting the rela-

tions of employer and employee.
Of course, there will be many

others. Mexico promises to
trouble our statesmen for some
time and at any moment may be-
come a preplexingand time con-
suming problem. Then every

appropriation bill carries in ad-
dition to huge sums of money
legislation of the most important
character.

| On the trust question. Congress
looks to the President for guid-
ance. He will probably present
his views in his first message,
and then assist the Judiciary
Committee in drafting the re-
sultant bill. This will be made
a party measure and after it has
been perfected in caucus, will be
pushed throngh the House. The
Progressives have prepared some
interesting bills touching this
question and in a subsequent let-
ter I will endeavor to compare
the Bull Moose and the Demo-
cratic remedies for an admitted
evil. Of course, the Republican
will present no remedy. States-
men of the Penrose-Uodge-Gal-
langer stripe realize that effect-
ive trust regulation would pro-
bably mean their permanent re-
tirement from political life.

GOOD ROADS BILL.
The roads bill which will re-

ceive most serious consideration
was presented in the House the
other day by Congressman Dor-
sey Shackleford. It will le
fathered in the Senate by Sei a-
tor Hoke Smith of Georgia. It
provides for the expenditure of
twenty-five millions a year by
the federal government. Of th s
amount five millions is to be
spent by the Secretary of Agri-
culture in conjunction with the
State Highway Commissions, the
States contributing two dollars
for every dollar advanced by
Uncle Sam. The remaining
twenty-millionis to be paid to
the States in the form of com-
pensation for the use by the na-
tional government of the State
roads for the transportation of
the mail.

For the two-fold purpose of en-
couraging the construction of the
very best type of roads and de-
termining each State’s just pro-
portion of this fund, the bill pro-
vides- that the roads of the
c juntrv used for star routes or
rural free delivery, shall be di-
vided into three classes and that
the annual compensation pei
mile shall be as follows:

Class A. — Macadam or other
materialof equal utility and cost
S6O per mile.

Class B. Gravel or other ma-
terial of equal utility and cost,
but c! eaper than Macadam - S3O
per mile.

Class C.—Dirt roads, well con-
structed and properly maintained
sls per mile.

On November 1, 1913, there
were 261 star routes in Colorado
aggregating4,660 miles in length
and 175 rural routes with a total
of 4,567 miles. How these roads
would be classified under this
bill, no one is in a position to
state, but I believe it is safe to
estimate that Colorado’s sha.-e of
the twenty million dollar fund
would be about $250,000. In ad-
dition the State would secure
about $70,000 from the five mil-
lion dollar fund, making • total
of $320,000 per annum.

Congressman Shackleford does
not accept my estimates and in-
sists that Colorado will receive
nearer $500,000 than $300,000,
but I think he is mistaken. lam
afraid most of our roads would
fall in either class “B” or “C”
and would therefore not be en-
titled to the highest compensa-
tion. Either sum would be a
welcome addition to Colorado,s

| road fund, but I contend that_we
are entitled to something more,
so I have prepared a substitute
for the Shackleford bill which in
addition to retaining the essen-
tial features of that measure,
grants each of the Public Lands
States one million acres of the
public domain to be sold to actual
settlers, and the proceeds used
for road building. There is good
reason to expxt its adoption.

Mr. and Mrs. W. Rulon, of the
s ruth east part of the county,
were in Cheyenne Wells last Sat-
urday and Monday making proof
on their homestead, and made
the editor of thispaper, and fam-
ily a social call. They are old
time friends of ours, we hav ng
formed their acquaintance in
Norton county Kans., several
years ago, and we were surely
pleased to meet them again. Mr.
Rulon is now sales manager for
the Lubricating Products Co., of
San Francisco. We wish you
success Billy.

FIRST VIEW NEWS.
Lloyd Fuller visited the Melt-

on boys over Sunday.
F. M. Dobry and J. A. Holtman

visited the county seat, Tuesday.
Homer Huffakei was transact-

ing business inour burg Tuesday.
Mr. A. C. Ohrmundthas a fine

well now. Got water at 20 feet.
There will be a dance in the

school house, Thanksgiving night
The Ladies Altar Society will

meet with Mrs. Tom Dwyer on
Dec. 6th.

Mr. Geo. Fredericks is expect-
ed home from Kansas City to
spend Thanksgiving

Several of our First View peo-
ple attended the dance at Ben
Tights, Saturday evening.

The Post Office will be open
from 10 to 11 A. M. and 5. to 6.
P. M. on Thanksgiving day.

Mrs. Walter Kuiinghas moved
into town in order to have her
son, Armond, attend school here.

Mrs. Jus. Curtis and Zora Cur-
tis spent Tuesday at th Ĝarvick
home. Miss Zora is spending
the week here.

Mrs. J. M. Ellis and children
now live in town during the week
going home over Sunday as it is
so far for the children to drive to
school.

Mrs. R. L. Fritts writes that
they reached their destination,
Sumner, Nebr., Saturday and
had nice weather all the way ex-
cept one rainy night.

John Pauls visited his father
here a few days returning to Den-
ver Tuesday to be with his bro-
ther Mat, who has had a relapse
and is again in the hospital.

Mr. and Mrs. Atkinson drove
down to the county seat Monday.
Tuesday they moved to Kit Car-
son to take charge of the Kit
Carson Hotel. We wish them
the best of luck.

Our school will give a ribbon
social Dec. sth. We understand
that the Ladies bring lunch for
two, also two bows of ribbon any
color they perfer. The ribbons
will be numbered and oneof them
sold, the other retained by the
lady, who eats supper with the
gentleman who buys her ribbon.

SOUTH SMOKY
Mr. J. Dorney shipped a car

of horses to Missouri, recently.
Herman Delaplain sold a span

of mules to J. Dorney last week.
The Plessinger house and the

Schrum cattleshed are ready to
be shingled.

J. A. Denley returnedrecently
from Oceola, lowa, where be was
called by the death of his father.

A number from this vicinity
attended the baptizing at Mr.
Denley’s last Sunday evening.
Three were immersed and one
sprinkled at that time.

Mr. Fred Lange informed us
the first of the week, that his
father had recently purchased
2000 sheep, near Lamar. This
band is at the Hill Camp. Fred
is in charge of a flock of 2000 at
the homeranch.

Literary was organized at the
Old Wells Schoolhouse on last
Friday night. The Waterville,
South Smoky, and Old Wells
schools taking part. The next
program will be Friday night,
Dec. sth. The question for de-
bate will be: —Resolved. That
the United States should inter-
venein Mexico.” The public is
invited t > attend and take part
in theseexercises.

About one month ago, Mrs. Ed
Bottoroff and son, Afton, left
for Omaha, Nebr., thinking the
change of altitude would benefit
Mrs. Bottoroff’s health She does
not seem to improve and Mr.
Bottoroff has leased his place to
Geo. Jennings of Arena and will
join his family at Omaha, soon.
Mr. Bottoroff has a good farm
here, consisting of one and one-
half Section of well improved
land and he is one of our most
prosperous farmers and the com-
munity will lose one of its best
citizens.

PROSPECT HILL.
Heavy ctimulous clouds with

considerable lightening and thun-
der last Thursday P. M. brought
us a refreshing rain and achange
to colder weather conditions was
expected, but has not yet ar-
rived.

Today is Thanksgiving and 1
wonder if we are really thanktul
We may not have gotten rich but
just to think what a precious
boon health is. ' ’our cup runneth
over." Our good spirits should
be like "hinds feet,” jubilant
and rejoicing.

Allen Warren, north of Arapa-
hoe was our guest at the dinner
hour on last Thursday. His
health which was quite indiffer-
ent in the spring and summer is
about restored to normal condi-
tions, a fact which att his friends
will be glad to hear.

Last Thursdays blow w-as not an
ill wind, for it broke the water
famine thatwas becomingserious
just east of us. The windmills
were so becalmed that they re-
fused to work the w’ells and the
neighbors were driving their
stock wherever a fortunatefellow
had a pump that would go.

The Ellenberg Down is a live
Democratic paper, published in
Ellenberg, Washington. Fre-
quently items of interest appear
in its columns. This one is a

"gem of purest ray serene.”
The newspaperandpublic schools
are the Universities of the world
and this one "The man who does
not advertise may know his busi-
ness, but no one else does.”

Next Tuesday night Dec. 2nd,
the annual election of officers in
the Masonic Lodge will occur.
A prosperous and fraternal year
A. F. and A. M. has been its
history. Good work has been
accomplished in material used for
building masonically. Most
noticable was the emulations of
those who could work best and
best agree. We are sure the
New Year will start out under
favorable auspices and its good
effect be felt throughout the
year to come.

We have on our table, the
Monmoth, 111., Daily Atlas, a
very readable daily sent us by an
old time and good friend, William
Rhinehart. We note among its
many good things a wealthy lady
of the city, generously gave the
First Presbyterian Church of
that city a S6OOO pipe organ.
Mrs. Rhinehart is organist in
that Church. Also a very inter-
esting account of the 20th anni-
versary of the Fortnightly Club
of which Mrs. Rhinehart is Sec-
retary. It will be remembered
that Mr. Rhinehart was a citizen
of this County until a couple of
yeurs ago. He favored us with
his picture, well posed in an
automobile, which shows him to
be on the easy side of life. May
he live long to enjoy life and
prosperity.

FOUNDATION OF EASTERN
COLORADO.

“The neweomer in eastern
Colorado asking for credit who
says it is too much trouble to fool
with dairy cows on a dry land
farm does not get very far ahead
in the world as a usual thing un-
I ss he has independentmeans.”
This is putting dairying as ap-
plied to dry land farming on a
business basis. The statement
quoted was made by a merchant
who has been in eastern Colora-
do a quarter of a century. He
has been through every passible
climatic condition in this period
and today attributes his prosper-
ity, as well as that of the farm-
ers in his district, to the dairy
cow. “I can talk about dairying
from the standpoint of the man
who has handled book accounts
in a general merchandise estab-
lishment for many years.” “My
experience shows that thfc farm-
er who sticks to dairy cows is
the ore who has money to pay
his accounts for merchandise
in the fall. And I have found
too, thathe has themoney drouth
or no drouth. When the moist-
ure is normal this man, in addi-
tion to the milk money, has a
good surplus from his other crops
which he invests in more land or
machinery or for bettering his
home. Whenever a new man
comes in and asks us to extend
him credit we find out whether
he intends to keep a dairy herd.
If he says he is not then he’s g t
to show us the cash. We will
trust him, if he trusts to the cow.
She is the foundation cf pros-
perity in the dry farming ecu i-

try of eastern Colorado.”


