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Washington Letter,

By Edward Keating,
Congressman-at-Large From Colorado.

The Stand pat Newspaper,
from Gotham to Walla Walla are
just now devoting much space to
prophecies concerning the col-
lapse of President Wilson’s pro-
gram for regulating the trust,
and to declarations that the pro-
posed Presidential primary has
been abandoned, because ot'“ op-
position within the President’s
own party.”

These stories have a strangely
familiar sound. They remind
one of the yarns which appeared
in the same papers duiing the
light for genuine tariff reform
and which bobbed up again when
the President insisted that Con-
gress must dispose of the cur-
rency problem at the extra ses-
sion. We are told then, just as
we are told now, that Congress
would refuse to be” bossed by
the President”, and that the lat-
ter would be compelled to ‘‘oack
watei”. Of course, when the
test came the most perfect har-
mony was found to exist between
the legislative and executive
branches of the Goverment, and
the tariff and currency bills went
through the house and Senate
with smashing majorities.

The Standpat prophets were
confounded but not silenced.
They proceed on the theory that
if they persist in forcasting de-
feat for Wilson’s policies they
stand a chanci cf having their
perspicacity at some point along
the legislative trail which the
President must travel during his
four years in the White House.
It would, indeed, be remarkable
if the President and Congress
did not fail to agree on at least
one substantial issue in four
years of discussion. Even in
roulette the little balls drops at

‘.double 0” once in a while. So
the prophets continue to prophe-
sy and—hope for the worst.

They are doomed to another
grevious disappointment, how-
ever. The President’s anti-trust
program will be approved by
Congress and it will receive as
many Republican and Progress-
ive votes as were cast for the
currency bill, and that means at
least one-third of the opposition.
And the Presidential primary is
coming, too. At the proper
time, the Democratic majority
will gather in one of those de-
lightful little family conferrences
wnich cause our opponents so
much travail of spirit, and
which produce such excellent
legislative results, agree on the
form of the primary bill and put
it through the House while the
average standpatter is articula-
ting "Jack Robinson.”

Years ago someone said ‘‘the
Democrats may be depended up-
on to do the wrong thing at the
right time.” That was very
clpver, and I am afraid, very
true. But the speaker was re-
fering— to the old Democracy—-
the Democracy which was still
trembling from the shock of the
Civil War.

A new Democracy is in control
of the Government to-day. It is
a Democracy which insists on
dealing with present-day prob-
lems in a 20th century fashion.

It believes in “team work,” it
lhas unbounded faith in its lead-
ers, and it is winning it’s way to
the hearts of the people because
it is doing after election exactly
what it said before election it
would do.

JUNK HEAP
The War Department announ-

ces that it has three hundred
thousand krag-jorgensen rifles on
its hands, and wonders what it
will do with them. They repre-
sent an investment of several
million dollars and a few years
ago were guaranteed to be the
best known device for lulling
men. Now they are obsolete and
we have invested more millions
in a new-fangled shooting iron.
Some idiot has suggested that
these “krags” be distributed
among the school children of the
country, so that they may learn
the “art of war.”

Last year we expended $350,-
000,000 on the Army and the Na-
vy-rather a costly contribution
to the study of the “art of war.”
We did not have much left for
such trivial undertakings as the
upkeep of the Agricultural De-
partment, the reclamation of our
arid and swamp lands, and the
developement of our country
through the construction of good
roads. Perhaps the most con-
vincing opponent of militarism
in Congress is General Isaac R.
Sherwood, of Ohio, the only
Union General now occupying a
seat in the House. He entered
the Rebellion as a private, en-
gaged in 42 battles and came out
a General having been brevetted
by Lincoln for gallantry. He
could qualify as an expert wit-
ness on war and its results and
this is what he said on tha floor
of the House a few months ago.

SHERWOOD’S VIEWS.
“A member of the naval Com-

mittee said recently that the way
we are legislating now our Naval
budget will reach $250,000,000 in
five years. Do you not think it
is time for some one to brace-up
and make some kind of an effort
to scotch this extravagant and
demoralizing militarism and vam-
paiism?

“Let us see what eight years’
increase in Army and Navy has
cost the American people. The
average annual cost of Army and
Navy for eight years preceeding
the Spanish War (1890 1S98),
$51,500,000; the average annual
cost of Army and Navy for the
eight years since the Spanish
War (1902-1910), $185,400,000;
the average yearly increase in
the latter period as compared
with the former, $134,000,000
making a total increase in eight
years of $1,072,000,000; or 360
per cent; ail raised by heartbreak
ing taxation of the industrial
classes.

This eight year increase ex-
ceeds our entire national debt by
$158,000,000. It is three times
the estimated cost of the Panama
Canal, including purchase from
the French company. It is S6O
for every family in the United
States.

NAVY IS TOP HEAVY.
We have now an immense top-

heavy navy with 57’000 officers
and middies, mostly parasites on
the body politic, good men and
competent, but with nothing

useful to do.
“Quite recently twelve of our

useless and expensive war craft
were cast into the junk heap.
The 26,000 ton battleship, North
Dakota cost $12,000,000 originally
and when discarded had cost the
taxpayers $28,000,000,

“This $28,000,000 would build
one thousand four hundred
churches at $20,000 each; would
buy 6.000 farms at four thousand
dollars each; would furnish a col-
lege education for 14,000 poor
men at SSOO a year.”

ANOTHERPROPHECY
SPOILED.

During the debate on the cur-
rency bill, the Republicans told
us that if we insisted on exclud-
ing bankers from representation
on the Federal Reserve Board,
the national banks would refuse
to come into the new system and
thus the whole scheme would col-
lapse. The Democrats “called
the bluff”, retained the provision
which gives Uncle Sam supreme
and exclusive control of the Fed-
eral Reserve Board, and what
was the results?

Within one week after the
President had signed the bill,
one-fourth of the national banks
and a large number of State
banks asked for admission, and
the success of the plan was as-
sured beyond question.

The rush to get into the big
tent was so great that Secretary
of the Treasury McAdoo collapsed
under the strain of cataloging
the converts. So much for pro-
phets and prophecies.

To the Editor:—
Please make the following cor-

rections in my last weekly letter.
The 3rd paragraph should read:
“The reasons which prompted

Wall Street to oppose the measure
are the very reasons which will
enable the bill to withstand the
acid test”, etc.

In the sth paragraph after the
sub-head "Federal Reserve
3oard”, strikeout “Secretary of
Agriculture” and insert “five
other men to be named by the
President” instead of four other
men to be named by the Presi-
dent”.

These blunders were made in
transcribing the letter.

Edward Keating.

Calls Her Chickens with a
Bell.

In the ‘‘Poultry Raising” depart-

ment of the Farm and Fireside Pearl
Ohenoweth tells how she gets her
chickens to lay eggs in the winter.

She has seventy-live single-comh
brown legorns which laid from thirty
to forty eggs a day during November.

Following is an extract from her
article.

“My liens have a warm dinner every
day at noon planned as carefully as
that for the family. Sometimes it is
a kettle of oats boiled in salt water,

a crock of milk and a stewed pumpkin.
Sometimes it is boiled potatoes, lye
hominy and cabbage. Often it is
cooked wbea with kafir and oats un-
cooked.

“When the eggs are gathered, usu-
ally at four p. in., the hens are fed as
much shelled corn as they will eat. I
have trained them to come at the ring-
ing of a bell. It is the only way I can
get them from the millet stack.

“The last thing- before the chickens
go to roost—and often half the fiock
get-off the roost_l feed a warm mash
bran or shorts for foundation, mixed
with table scraps and beef meal. Of
this they are fonder than anything,
and thus more food is consumed than

if the best were given first. Aside
from ndvantage the warm food will
keep them warm until well toward
morning, and every bird is at work
again as soon as it is light enough to
see.

Thrice a week we feed meat scraps
bought in hundred-pound sacks at the
packinghouse. The chickens at lirst
refused it dry,but by pouring hot water
over it and allowing it to stand over
night it makes a feast for them.

“Several times eaeli day the water-
ing pans are emptied and rinsed and
refilled. Oyster shells, ground bone,
sand and ashes are kept before tile
flock always.

ARAPAHOE.
Miss Opal Owen is visiting her

sister Mrs. C. F. Kibbee this
week.

Mrs. L. W. Kibbee is visiting
at the Frank Loster home this
week.

Messrs. Sam Snyder and Jim
Shaffer went to our county seat
on business, Saturday.

Miss Lillian Walker went to
Cheyenne Wells, Saturday, to
have some dental work done.

Mr. Lue Sherman came home
Tuesday morning after spending
several months in the north.

Mr. R. C, Lewis came home
Wednesday morning after spend-
ing Xmas with home folks in
lowa.

Mr. A. B. Kibbee is going to
Cheyenne Wells to play checkers
this Tuesday. Hurrah for the
winner.

Louise Kessler and brothers,
Samie and Jess left Thursday
evening for Colyer, Kansas for a
few days visit.

Mr. August Tuxhorn spent
Sunday and Monday with his
wife and little daughter at Shar-
on Springs, Kansas.

Mr. Dean Purdy and Miss
Beatrice Blood went to Sharon
Springs, Kansas, Saturday even-
ing to play for a dance there.

Several of our young folks at-
tended the hafd time dance in
Cheyenne Wells, Wednesday
night and all report a good time.

Harve Snyder has purchased
the Dan Keating improvements
and expects to move them to his
homestead the first of the week.

Mr. Jno Owen went back to
Cheyenne Wells Wednesday. We
believe there must be something
more attractive than just the
dance.

Claud Hoofmaster went to
Cheyenne Wells last Tuesday
and back to Arapahoe and stayed
all night at C. F. Kibbees, Tues-
day night.

Messrs. C. F. Kibbee, Earl
Ferguson and Jess Kessler were
out hunting, last Tuesday and
now proudly announce killing 13
jack-rabbits.

Miss Jennnie Holgran left Sat-
urday evening for Grand Island.
Nebr. to take up her school work
after a happy vacation with her
mother and sister.

Mr. and Mrs. L. W. Kibbee,
Misses Ann and Clara Tuxhorn
and Mable DeMunbrun spent the
evening at the Loster home last
Thursday evening.

Mr. and Mrs. L. A. Ferguson
and daughters Allein and Lura,
and Mr. Roy Clapsaddle spent
Tuesday evening with Mr. and

Mrs. A. B. Kibbee.
Daddie Derfy and wife return-

ed home, Wednesday morning,
after spending a few months
with relatives and friends in and
near Argile and Ft. Madison,
lowa.

Word was received here Sun-
day morning of the death of Mrs.
Alice Wright. More people will
remember her as Miss Alice
Waltman who used to be here
among our young people and who
was loved by all who knew her
true and unselfish nature. She
with her husband and family
lived in Kansas City, where she
passed to the great beyond.

Dear Alice, you’ve departed
to a world of light and love.

And we feel that you are
near us, as we watch the stars
above.

We kuow you’re free from
pain there, and it will not be
long.

Before the rest wiil follow to
join the heavenly song.

MT. PLEASANT.
Fine winter weather, not much

wind, and not very much coid,
could be worse.

Miss Weise is to be congratula-
ted upon the excellent program
rendered the evening of the 23rd
of Dec, also for the beautiful
decorations of the Mt. Pleasant
school house and xmas tree.

Arapahoe treated the commu-
nity to a splendid Christmas eve
The music and songs were
excellent, the scholars had been
given painstaking c are in train-
ing, and great credit is due the
teachers. Everything worked in
harmony and was appropriate to
the occassion, even good old
Santa was there and dispensed
with a lavish hand. The good
old saint was quite a feature of
the evening and was enjoyed by
all, and especially the children,
and yet there are some so narrow
they would deprive the children
of that pleasure if they could.

We do not agree with Mr. Col-
lins in his sweeping statement in
the Record that it is useless to
try to raise Alfalfa in this part
of the state, in fact we know to
the contrary. We have in mind
one plot of about 8 acres, planted
with a listpr, three years ago,
that has given a splendid account

of itself every year since. Th
nearest underground water i
180 feet below’ it. We know r'
another small peice of alfalfa
sown eight years ago and h:.
been repeatedly pastured sn.
ficient to kill any thing but A:f-
alfa and is still yielding a half
crop of hay and it is 135 feet ;

the underflow. Again 20 year.-,
ago it wr as universally believed,
that alfalfa would grow only
a very small portion of the land
in eastern Kansas. Hundn
farmers tried it and failed, trh d
again and again and failed, and
yet we know that Alfalfa i' a
success on almost every farm in
the eastern two-thirds of the
state. So our advice is to keep
on trying and tokeep on keeping
on. Try plowing a small piece
of ground 8 inches deep in Juno.
Summer till to couservemutsituiv
and release plant food and the
following June list 5 inches if on
upland. Drill thin but. don’t
subsoil. If properly done, suc-
cess is yours.


