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WashingtonLetter,
By Edward Keating,

Congressman-at-Large From Colorado.

Just now some of the Denver
papers are pi inting a good deal of
‘tommy rot" concerning Secre-

tary Tjane’s suggestion that gov-

ernment land supposed to con-
tain deoosits of cornotite and
pitchblar.de be withdrawn from
entry u.rder the general laws in
order that they may be -handled
according to regulations to be
formulated by the President.
There must be something in the
atmosphere of Colorado’s' beauti-
ful Capital which causes the edi-
torial pen to swing easily from
one extreme to other when
treating public questions, for it
is well known to most my read-
ers, that, according to the Den-
ver papers, Colorado is always
either on the thresh-hold of an
era of prosperous development,
surpassing the most roseate hopes
of the most ardent “booster”, or
it stands trembling on the pre-
cipice of irremediable disaster.
The fact that neither of these
lurid prophecies is ever sustained
by experience does not seem to
disturb the editorial prophets,
who continue to cast horoscopes,
while our grand old stated ignor-
ing or disregarding the inky
augurs, maintains the even ten-
or of its way, surprising and
gratifying the remainder of the
country by its consistent increase
in wealth and population.

No ore down here in Washing-
ton wants to “ruin” Colorado or
injure any of its industries, -and
least of all Secretary Lane, a
Western man, familiar with
Western conditions. There is a
serious difference of opinion
among us as to the best way to
develope the State’s enormous
natural resources, but that dif-
ference of opinion is no£ confined
to Members of Congress and ex-
ecutive officials. Coloradians are
by no means unanimous on the
point. If we can not agree
among ourselves, why should we
be surprised or alarmed by div-
ersity of views among our fellow
citizens of the East.

With that thought in mind let
us consider Secretary Lane’s pro-
posal and the events which caused
him to put it forward.

A few weeks ago the nation
was told fhat “smiling Bob”
Brenner, Congressman from New
Jersey, and a close personal
friend ana advisor of President
Wilson, has been taken to a Bal-
timore sanitorium in order that
the malignant cancer which was
eating out his life might be treat-
ed with radium, the mysterious
element discovered a few years
ago by Mme. Cuni. A day or
two later, Baltimore’s great sur-
gei.n, Dr. Kelly, in discussing
Brenner’s case, stated that he
could not guarantee a cure be-
cause he did not have enough ra-
dium.

“I have less than ore gram of
radium," he said. “I need ten
grames.

The discussion aroused by Dr,
Kelly’s statement developed the
fact that the world supply of ra-
dium consisted of 30 grames of
which the United States had
about two grames, the remainder
being i.t the possession of Euro-

pean hospitals and governments.
This radium, when it could be
purchased at any price, brought
about $120,000 per gram. I
might say here that a gram of
radium is about half the size of
a man.s little finger.

It was also shown that the
most extensive deposits of the
Cornotite and pitchblende ores,
from which radimum is extracted
were located in 'Colorado and
Utah. Last year twelve grames
of radium were*taken from these
ores and ALL of it was shipped
to Europe.

Now, it j£ estimated tht t 75,-
000 men and women die in this
country every year of cancer,
and Secretaiy Lane propounded
this query to" Congress and the
country. •

“WHY NOT USE AMERICAN
RADIUM TO CURE AMER-
ICANS? Why place a few men
who monopolize our radium de-
posits in a position where they
may say ‘Pay us the outrageous
price we demand for this life-
saving element or we will ship it
to Europe?’

He contended that the known
deposits were already controlled
by three or four concern and
that there was grave danger
that they would absorb all the
other deposits as rapidly as they
could locate them through the
small army of prospectors which
they had placed in the field.

"I am not attempting to check
the development of Colorado’s
Cornotite and pitchblende depos-
it,” "the Secretary assured me
the other day. “I am fighting
the possible monopolization of
those deposits. I want them de-
veloped to their fullest extent,
but that cannot be brought about
through private monopoly. In
considering, this problem our first
duty is to endeavor to save the
lives of some'’of the 75,000 men
and women who succumb every
year to this dreadful disease.

And the Secretary is right:
We must not permit the forma-
tion of a radium trust based on
possession of the Corntiteand
pitcblende deposits of Colorado
and Utah. We of the west, have
had some bitter experiences with
the smelter trust, which has done
more than any other single in-
fluence to depress our mining in-
dustry. But we have had equal-
ly bitter experiences with the
forestry service w. ich has driven
our prospectors—or, at least a
large per centage of them—out
of our mountains.

So the problem we are called
upon to solve is.

“How can we insure the full
and prompt development of these
radium-beqring deposits -and at
the same time safeguard them
against the greed of monopoly
or the paralysis of bureaucratic
red tape.”

As I pen these lines Secretary
Lane, the members of the Com-
mittee on Mines and Mining of
the House and members of the
Colorado delegation are earnest-
ly seeking the answer. For the
sake of suffering humanity, I
hope God will give us light to see
the way,

PRISON FOR MONOPOLISTS.
President Wilson has outlined

his anti-trust program, and as I
predicted in these letters it does
not reveal any disposition to

! “wobble.” The president has a
' delightful way of going to the

| heart of a subject-hitting the
\ bull’s eye, as it were. He does
this in dealing with the trust
problem by suggesting that
“GUILT IS ALWAYS PERSON-
AL.”

This means that after this
Democratic Congress has amend-
ed the Sherman Anti-Trust law,
the monopolists who break the
law will at the same time break
into jail.

Heretofore, the soulless cor-
poration was.held responsible for
infractions of this statute. Of
course, you could not send a cor-
poration to jail. All you could
do was to fine it, and the corpora-
tion tacked the amount of the
fine onto the price of its product
and “Jones paid the freight.”

This was a very nice arrange-

ment for the corporation and a
very silly arrangemenf from the
point of view of those who want-
ed to see the law enforced. The
President believe that we should
not waste time on the corpora-
tions but jail the men who run
the corporations.

POST OFFICE GROWTH.
At last Uncle Sam.s postoffice

department is making money.

Chairman Moon, of the Houte
Committee on Post Offices and
Post Roads in presenting the an-
nual appropriation bill the other
day said that the surplus last
year amounted to $3,300,000.
He predicted that in less than 20
years thg Government would be
expending $500,000,000 a year on
this Department, and that the
suiplus would total $50,000,000.

These figures are very gratify-
ing, but I do not believe the
American people regard the post
office department as a money-
making concern. They would
like to see it pay its way, and,
of course, they demand that its
affairs be economically admin-
istered. But they are willing to
sec the surplus devoted to ex-
tending and perfecting the ser-
vice. There is plenty of room
for improvement. The parcel
post must be put on its feet: The
Department should talk over the
telephone and telegraph lines
and the 20,000,000 who are with-
out free delivery should be
brought into more intimate re-
lationship with the outside
world.

PROSPECT HILL.
Ed Wicfcel is now in Rock Is-

land, 111., working in an Agricul-
tural shop. His daughter. Miss
Cleo is in Denver with John
Staley’s brother’s family, while
Mrs. Wickel and the rest of the
children are keeping the business
of the ranch in operation.

We are’glad to see our friend,
W. E. C ii:i, aunt u? again.
He has been absent since before
Christmas, at Topeka, Kansas,
and. contemplates moving there
in the near future. We fha.ll be
sorry to see this good family go
out from us.

Jesse Dunton has a real bonan-
za in egg producing chickens, or
else its his care of them that
counts. He presented the writer
with one of his fine cockerals and
we hope to be able to report pro-
gress and have something to crow
over.

There is one proposition that
all are agreed upon; that the
roads are veritibly bad. This has
been the case for six weeks and
we will have to stretch our pa-
tience a few weeks longer.

0. A. Finness whom we have
been reporting as on his way to
Norway changed tack and
brought a Mr. Hock down here
from near Minneaoolisand traded
his land just east of us for other
land near that northern city.
We are not informed as to
whether Mr. Hock will movehere
or not. but Mr. Finness may can-
cel his Norway trip.

Coyote hunting is getting to be
quite a diversion over the coun-
try. Bruce Jackson north of us
has .eighteen hides as trophies of
his chase this winter so far. He
is nowiapur neighborhood(Wed-
nesday) and may add a few more
to his list before i this goes to
print. Bruce is a Knight of the
chase and we are glad he is get-

ting these night prowlers.
The writer was honored with

an invitation to attend
#
a Masonic

banquet at Weston, Mo., on Jan.
2nd. The ceremony of installa-
tion of officers also took p’ace on
the same date. It will be inter-
esting to the many friends of
James McDaniel to learn that
his brother, Homer, was the
Master elect. Many Masons of
note were rhere from Kansas City
and participated in the cere-
monies and social enjoyments.
The Kansas City Free Mason is
a very readable fraternity paper.
We acknowledge one from our
old Mo., frifends, Homer and
James McDaniel.

t
Jesse Dunton had a letter last

week from Mr. and Mrs. P. 0
Hanson, Missionary friends oi
his in far away China. It is in-
teresting to read of their peril-
ous experiences among the polit-
ical upheavals j)f that heathen
country. China as a new born
Republic is one of the modern
wonders of the world. Hei
doors are open n >w to the gospel.
The Hansons have a Missioi
School of over 600 members an<
others asking for admission
The self-sacrificing foreign Mis-
sionary is worthy of more honor
than this inappreciative, sinfu
world will ever give .him, so ii
will be reserved for him to shim
as the stars forever and evv,
with the Star of Bethlehem.

SOUTH SMOKY
Norman Hatcher is helping at

the Groff ranch this week, while
Ivan t roff attends the Stock
Show, in Denver.

Mr Herman Delaplane is mov-
ing part of his sheds from the
ranch, to enlarge his barn in
town.

V
Roy Comphor and family de-

parted last Friday for Rocky
Ford, where they will remain
until spring. They were accom-
panied by Floyd Maynard.

Mr. and Mrs. E. B. Mason
made a trip to the homestead
last Sunday. Some of the neigh-
bors stock sought shelter from
the storm around the buildings,
breaking in a cellar door and
spen* a night or so in the cellar.

Mr. Gep. Jennings is in Denver
this week attending the stock

show, Guy Hatcher is looking af*
ter his stock.

Literary this Friday night at
the Old Wells school house. The
pupils will debate the question,
Resolved, That Lee was a great-
er general than Grant.

The telephone line is to be ex-
tended west from the school
house to include the Hatcher and
Jennings ranches, work was
commenced but was given up un-
til the ground thawed, so that
holes could be made for the poles.

FROM FARM TO MARKET

AMERICA CAN APPLY METHODS
SUCCESSFUL OVER SEAS.

Observation* and Conclusions of Com-
mission Bent Abroad by Govern-

ment Set Out in Series of Ar-
ticles to Appear In This

Paper.

The demand of the times Is for a
marketing system that will dispense
with the numerous middle men of the
city through whose hands must go the
farm products before they Veach tho
consumer, and whose unnecessary
charges not only reduce the price re-
ceived by the producer but increase
price paid by the consumer.

This community ls v vitally interest !
ed in this subject, and the series of!
articles we are to publish on “Co-j
Operative Farm Products Marketing"!
is worthy of more than passing notice..
When we say that It is one of the;
greatest features ever offered by an ’

American newspaper we mean every'
word of IL •

In an effort to solve this important
problem the United States govern*

ment sent a commission to Europe
during the past summer for the pur-
pose of studying co-operative market-
ing methods In those countries where
It had been In operation for a consid-
erable period and where It had proved
successful. This commission consist-
ed of Dr. T. N. Carver, writer, rural
expert and director of the bureau of
rural organization in the agricultural
department at Washington; Bradford
Knapp, who Is in charge of the rural
demonstration work of the department
In thd south, and Dr. Charles Mc-
Carthy, whom Sir Horpce Plunkett
has termed the “agricultural states
man of America." At the Request of
members of the commission Mr.
Mathew S. Dudgeon accompanied It
and assisted in the Important investi-
gations which it made In Ireland. Den-
mark. Germany and other European
countries.

What they found In Europe Mr.
Dudgeon has put into a series of arti-
cles for this paper. He not only has
told what he and the members of the
commission saw in the countries they
visited, but, In the form of Interviews
with members of the commission, he*
has shown how the methods in yogua .

In Europe may be applied UM
—

MURPHY YOUTSEY.

Married-Oh Tuesdiv Jmu-
»rv 20. 1914 Mr. Francis Murphy
ind Miss Lourena E. Ycutsey. of
001-‘, Colo, were united in the
Holy bands of matrimony in
Cheyenne We'ls, Coio.. .Judge F.
H. Spencer, officiating, Mrs. An-
m Baber and S. W. Baber acting
is witnesses. The young couple
ire well and favorably known
here, having lived north of here
for a number of years, in which
community they are well respect-
ed. They start out with the uni
ed blessings of the entire neij h

oorhood, in which they live, i
their newly married life. Th
RECORD also join with their mar v
friends in wishing them a lot .•

ind happy life.

Mrs. Frank Quinn has been
the sick list this week but is •.

proving at present writing.


