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CEMTR ALPRESBYTERj J 
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA, 

Saturday, January 5, 1S56. 

OUR NEW ENTERPRISE. 

In entering the editorial chair, it is a 

dictate alike of custom and ot propriety, 
that we should have a little direct talk with 

our readers concerning our plaus, princi- 
ples and prospects in the enterprise we 

have undertaken. I ids then we propose to 

do, that we may start lairly in our work. 

Our first, and one of our firmest convic- 

tions is, that we shall not always please 
every bodv, and lest every body should 

consider this is a personal reflection, we 

will add, that we are equally convinced that 

we shall not always please ourselves. We 

are deeply impressed with the solemn re- 

sponsibility of furnishing the religious read- 

ing of thousands of families, and as deeply 
impressed with the difficulty of making suit- 

able provision iu this respect. Necessities, 
tastes, and views are so endlessly various, 
that tfo ordinary sheet can be expected to 

furqish wha* is adapted to all, and the busi- 

ness of newspaper publishing has been 

brought to so much perfection by those 

who have large capital to employ iu con- 

ducting it, that a new sheet, that has not 

the advantages of older and richer estab- 

lishments, must expect to be subjected to 

disadvantageous comparisons in the eyes of 

some readers. W e begin our work, fully 
sensible ot all these difficulties, and aware 

that we cannot meet all the expectations 
which some of our readers may have formed 

in regard to our paper, tor we cannot make 

brick without straw. 
But whilst we make this avowal, we also 

believe that we can, with the hearty co- 

operation of our brethren, furnish our peo- 

ple with a paper more suitable to their cir- 

cumstances than auy which they now receive, 
whatever be its excellence when judged by 
a general standard. If we did not believe 

this, we would not at the cost of so much 

toil and trouble, have undertaken the work 

of editors. 
We need a home paper, a paper under 

the management of those who understand 
and consult home interests, and who will 

devote themselves to their promotion. The 

London Times is greatly superior to our 

Virginia and North Carolina papers, but 

no man would dream of making that tact an 

objection to these papers, or a reason for 

not sustaining them. Men feel that they 
must have State newspapers, to attend to 

State interests, and that tor these interests, 
those State journals are the best. To al- 

low such journals to die, because they have 

not the corps of correspondents that the 

Jupiter Tonans of Loudon possesses, would 

be a folly and a crime. The same general 
reasoning is true of religious newspapers to 

a certain extent. There may be some that 

have a larger sheet, a wider circle of cor- 

respondents, and more elaborate conti ibt- 

tious than we shall be able, at first, or e\en 

at last, to present. But it will not follow 

from this fact, that these sheets will be bet- 

ter, for the purposes of newspaper circula- 

tion, among our people, than our own. As 

the exclusive newspaper circulation amongst 
us, we believe that they will not be as good 
for our interests and necessities. 

It is not our design, or even our desire to | 
banish other religious papers now taken by 
our people, but simply to introduce our own, i 
us a matter of home necessity. These papers 
are admirably furnished with general reli- 

gious reading, but it is impossible for them 

to bestow any special attention on our spe- 
cial interests. Ranging over a largonsur- 
faee of territory in their circulation, they j 
can onlv devote a small portion of their < 

attention on our wants and institutions. 

The consequence of this fact must be very 
obvious. We are affected by the thoughts 
and facts most frequently and prominently 
brought before our minds, and they in- 

sensibly acquire an importance in onr, 

eyes iu proportion to thi* prominence. 
When our people are accustomed to read 

much about foreign interests, and but little 

about those at home, home interests must 

naturally dwindle in importance and have 

but little hold upon their minds. Reading 
little about them, they will think but little 

of them, and feel but little for them, and 

be disposed to regard them as scarcely 
worthy of any deep or strenuous effort. 

They will thus gradually undervalue what 

is at home, and take an interest only in 

what is abroad. But as these foreign mat- 

ters are too remote to allow them to do any 

thing practically lor them, they will thus 

get into the habit of feeling where they can- 

not act, and acting where they do not feel 

interested about what is beyond their sphere 
of emotion. The result of this is really dis- 

astrous to religious activity and Christian 

character, and has the same effect on the 

soul that is produced by other species of 

reading where the passive emotions are 

separated from the active powers, and peo- 

ple feel where they do net act. II nee art 

| onlv are our home interests neglected, but 

the Christian character that is generated 
by this reading, is thus far defective ami 

unhealthy. 11 is needful then for the health- i 

ful growth of religious character that the 

minds of our people should be excited in 

regard to objects within their reach, and 

: on which they can expend in active exer- 

tion the emotions excited by their reading. 
Hence we say that a paper that presses 
home interests upon their minds, is the best 

! paper for them, and a paper which shall 

serve as an organ of communication between 

those who feel such interests pressing on 

their hearts, is practically the most uselul 

paper for them. That we have such inter- 

! ests, will be obvious to all. 
Our social and political position are such 

as to create peculiar aspects of religious life 

i and religious effort. As the social life of 

Virginia and North Carolina is different 
from that of Pennsylvania and New York, 
there are corresponding differences ot reli- 

gious charater, which must be known to be 

properly cultivated: Our political and geo- 

graphical position, central between the ex- 

itrame North, and extreme South, create 

pv-culiar responsibilities and duties. In the 

threatening aspect of political affairs, and 

l the peril, to which no sane man can close I 
his eyes, that now menaces the permanence ! 

I of our Federal Union, it is very important 
; that we should have an organ of communi- 

j cation with our people, that will be under 
I our control, watchful of our interests, and 

faithful to those great conservative princi- 
! pies that underlie all our institutions. 

We have a missionary field of peculiar 
difficulty and value. The sparseness of 

! population in many parts of our territory, 
I a fact which must continue for many years, 

■ •* 
trom natural causes, Iiuih.es our missionary 

field very difficult, ami yet the character of 

that population, and the vast undeveloped 
resources of all kinds that are gradually 
unfolding themselves, make this field one 

of peculiar value. Its wants should be 

known and pressed upon our people, until 

they feel the importance of mingling the 

good seed with those growing agencies that 

are one day to develop into forms of such 

o-ijrantic life. 
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We have in our colored population an in- 
: terest that God has trusted specially to our 

charire. The descendants of those who but 

a few vears ago were pagans of the most 

degraded character, God has brought the 
heathen to our doors, and laid on us a most 

solemn responsibility iu regard to their 

souls. 

We have also educational interests that 
need peculiar attention. There are upwards 
of d0,00p white persons in Virginia who 
can neither read nor write, and the census 

of 1850 shows that their number is on the 
increase. In 1840 it was 60,000, and if 
the same ratio continues, it is now nearly 
95,000. When we remember the power 
that these persons must exert in the present 
extension of suffrage, their rapid increase 
is a matter calling for the most serious at- 

tention. 

We need an increase of our male and fe- 
male Seminaries. Every year there are per- 
sons lost to our church, and sometimes to 

Protestantism altogether, by the want of 
male and female schools of the best charac- 

ter, where the higher branches of education 

may be pursued at a moderate cost. It 
will be remembered how deep was the in- 
terest felt on this subject at the late meet- 

ing of the Svnod of Virginia, in view of the 

startling facts and statements there made. 
This interest needs special attention and 

urging on our people. 
We have also our Colleges and Seminary, 

that neetPthe aid of a home newspaper to 

press their claims. Much has been done 
within a few years for both, but much yet 
needs to be done, in order to secure the 
full benefit of what has been already done. 
Their advantages, claims and necessities 
must be urged upon the people, until they 
reach that commanding position that will 
enable them to compete successfully with 

^>ther institutions of the same kind abroad. 
All thesp interests, and the countless re- 

lations which bind them to more private and ! 

local interests, demand a home paper for their 

proper culture. If we have no channel of 
communication with our people generally, 
wikcannot expect to arouse them to a pro- 
per appreciation of these great interests, or 

induce them to labor for their development. 
\\ e must expect to see other portions of our 

country, less favored by God naturally, out- 

stripping us, and consolidating powerful in- 

fluences, in part, by our support and assist- 

ance, whilst we have neglected and slept over 

our own noble heritage. If we would avoid 
that vassalage and dependence on outside 
and foreign influences, of whTch so much 

! complaint has recently been made, it must 

be by letting our charity and our sympa- 
thies begin at home. We would not foster 
a sectional spirit, of which already too much 
exists, but wo would terminate that incon- 

sistency which complains of foreign interfer- 

j ence and influence, and vet does nothing to 

raise up agencies that will make us inde- 

^ 
rsndeat of these outvie p:"-e:s. 

But if this work is to be done, it must be 

bv the heartv co-operation of our brethren, 
both of the luitv and ministry. AAre will do 

what we can, but the work of circulation 
must be done by the efforts of those who 

are scattered over our wide territory, and 
who desire to see a home paper promoted. 

After so long an exposition of our views, 
we have not room to go into the line ol 

policy which we mean to adopt in managing 1 

the paper. Indeed this would hardly be 

necessary, for we will be judged not by our 

promises but by our performances. A\ e 

hope to be faithful to the truth as it is in 

Christ Jesus, the truth as it is set forth in 

the standards of our church, and the truth 
as it is embodied in the local interests and 
institutions that God has planted around us. 

Our columns will always be open to free 

discussion on all these points, or on any 

subject that will interest and profit our peo- 
ple. By this, we do not mean that we will 

publish every article that is sent us. AA e 

do not expect correspondents to speak our 

sentiments, nor will we reject their com- 

munications because we may ditier 'Uth them 

; in opinion. But acting a« wo f-ri- io. 

readers, we must consult their wishes and 

necessities, rather than our own, and may 
be compelled even when we coincide with a 

writer in opinion to decline admitting his 

communication, because we have reason to 

know that other articles will be more gene- 

rally acceptable and useful. A\re cannot 

expect our correspondents always to coin- 

cide with us in these decisions, nor do we 

expect to be infallible in making them. But 

we hope that we may be allowed to decide 
such questions without being charged with 

an attempt to muzzle free discussion, or im- 

pute wrong motives to a contributor. AA e 

make these remarks m the outset, in order 

that we may not be supposed to have refer- 

ence to any specific cases. 

We now embark on our enterprise with 

hopeful feelings. A\ e have been greatly 
encouraged by the responses made to our 

proposals, and we enter on our work deter- 

mined to do all within cur power, consistent 
with our other and paramount obligations, 
to furnish a paper that will be worthy ol 

the support of our people. We therefore 

begin our work, looking to God for guid- 
ance and strength, and desirous in all things 
to give Him the Glory. 

OUR NAME. 

As some may be curious to know the 

precise reason for selecting our name— 

“ Central Presbyterian,” we will staty that 

it is simply geographical. There is a Pres- 

byterian published in the North, a Southern 
Presbyterian in the further South, and pre- 

ferring this name as designating our true 

character and aims, and lying midway be- 

tween the extreme North and the extreme 

South, we have added the epithet “Central” 

to indicate this fact. Should it be central 
in reference to any other measurements or 

standards, and avoid other extremes, it will 

only occupy the ground where Presbyte- 
rianism has always-stood, since it was first 

preached by Peter and Paul. 

1 8 5 5. 
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We have wandered through the winding 1 

avenues, and beneath the dark cypress ^ 

shades of many a cemetery, now pausing to * 

decipher the dim inscription on some crumb- 1 

ling tablet, now startled by the white gleam 1 

of some freshly erected marble; we have ! 

hurried by the gloomy portals of long 1 

xaii^oo vi Miuiuq vi nu^vivu uuivii^ v**v 

green graves whose onlv ornament was the 1 
” 

... i waving grass or the trailing vino, and there, 
surrounded by the silent dead, we have 

surrendered our hearts to those emotions 1 

which profit while they sadden, which purify ' 

while they subdue. But there is a cemetery 1 

which we have never visited, one more po- 
pulous than any which has been arranged < 

by human hands or adorned by the tributes i 

of human affection. It is that in which the i 

dead and buried years of time have been 

deposited, and where they lie awaiting the 
summons which shall recall them from the 

abyss of the mighty past—for all the de- 

parted years, as well as the departed men 

of the world shall have a resurrection. 
The history of these vanished years as 1 

varied and dissimilar as that of entombed 
mortals. Some of them have been illus- 
trious for the triumphs of peace, (“peace 
hath her victories no less than war,”) for 
the progress of useful arts, for the ad- 
vancement of noble learning, for the blood- 
less conquests of religion, pure and un- 

defiled. 
Others have been years of ignorance, 

superstition, anarchy and crime, llow dif- 
ferent the epitaphs over the last year of the 
old chronology, and the first of the Chris- 
tian era—the year which witnessed the most 

momentous event in the procession of ages! 
How different the epitaphs over the whole 
families of years which preceded and which 

succeeded the glorious Reformation. On 
the tomb of no two of all the buried years 
of the past would we find the same in- 

Ljripticn. 
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At the period while we write, the atten- 

tion of the world is divided between re- 

joicings over the birth of a new year and 
the requiems and funeral honors which com- 

memorate the death of the old. Another 
sepulchral stone has just been planted in 
the vast cemetery of which we have spoken 
—and on it has been engraved the figures 
lately so familiar—hereafter so seldom to be 
written or seen—1855. 

We envy not the feelings of the man who 
can without emotion contemplate the depar- 
ture of a year. Each one comes to us 

freighted with so many blessings, bringing 
to us so many nights of peaceful security, 
so many days of rational enjoyment, and hal- 
lowed by so many cheerful associations, that 
we naturally regard it as a friend whose 

presence gave us joy, and whose departure 
awoke our grief. 

Eighteen Hundred and Fifty-Five has 

been a memorable year in the history of 

Virginia. Memorable for its long train of 

blessings, civil, social, providential—tor the 

general prosperity which prevailed, for the 

abundance of the fruits of the earth, for the 
rich remuneration which has repaid the la- 

bors of the farmer, and for the unexampled | 
healthfulness which has excited the notice 

atid the gratitude of nearly every section 

of our commonwealth. 
But it has been memorable also for the 

unparallelled affliction which has visited two 

of our Seaboard Cities. We have not been 

unmindful either of mercy or judgment, and 

even on the day appointed by the executive 

authority as a day of thanksgiving when 

impelled by a sense of God’s bountiful deal- I 

ings to the vast majority of our fellow-citi- 

zens, we came to present to him our grateful 
offerings, we also remembered with deepest 
sympathy the sorrows of our sister cities, 
and our tears fell upon the altar beside our 

Lcifts, and our sighs and supplications as- 

cended with the incense of our thanksgiving. 
Were the daily newspapers of our cities 

luring the months of August and Septem- 
ber, ISoo, collected and bound together, 
they would form a volume ot heart-rending 
details, such as has no parallel in our an- 

nals. The faithful narrative of the ravages 
if that pestilence, when written, will form 

the saddest chapter in the history of Vir- 

ginia. Though this season of calamity is 

jverpast, let us not forget the solemn les- 

ions which we trust were impressed upon 
:>ur minds during its continuance. 

Eighteen Hundred and Fifty-Five, has 

tot been a memorable year for the extraor- 

linary spiritual prosperity and progress of 

he churches of our Southern Zion. True, 
10 open or gross corruption has spread dis- 

istrous eclipse over the glory of the church— 

10 general apostacy has desolated its ranks, 
but few and unfrequent have been the dis- 

mays of Divine power in those extensive 

•evivals which have made other years ine- 

norable. Here and there indeed a few 

learns of light have shone through the 

darkened heavens, and there were eager 
catchers who sprang up to hail with joy and 

hanksgiving their first appearing—but how 

are have been these heaven-descended rays, 
low far from universal the greeting song! 

The fault has been with the church and 

lot with its adorable Hoad. He is not only 
i shield, but a sun, all glorious and inex- 

mustible in light and blessedness. The 

mil shines clear and strong in the heavens, 
louring forth floods of glory liberal enough 
o enrich and bless the universe, but our 

lins have risen up as a thick cloud, inter- 

septing the beams, and shrouding us in 

i\ inter and gloom. Faith and prayer will 

•emove the clouds and restore the sun. The 

Jhurch may keep silence and told her hands 

n guilty inactivity, and if sinners are not 

lonverted, it is not because God’s ear is 

leavy that it cannot hear, or because his 

inn is shortened that it cannot save. 

But the year itself is no more. "With all 

>f its bright hopes and stern realities, with 

ill of its pleasures and pains, with all of 

ts days of secular activity, with all of its 

Sabbaths of hallowed peace, it is gone for- 

»ver. None of its opportunities will return, 
ione of its privileges will again invite im- 

irovement. But though departed to return 

10 more, the year need not be lost to us. 

\\c may profit by its experience—we may 
lerive instruction from our very failures, 
md be encouraged by the example of others 

ivhose noble use of opportunity we have 

witnessed. And thus though the departed 
rear be like a treasure house which has 

tieen burnt, vet we may find some pure gold 
md precious jewels, if we rake and sift the 

ashes. 
Doubtless the Sabbath lately passed, the 

last Sabbath of the year, was a day of 

searching self-examination, a day of seri- 

ous resolution and solemn consecration to 

thousands. There was infinite propriety in 

such a disposition of the day. It is a se- 

rious matter to have a whole year subtracted 
from one’s transient life. We stand, each 
one, upon the earth like a tree fastened to 

the ground by many wide-spreading roots. 

The termination of each year is the sever- 

ing of another root. The axe has just cut, 
it may bo, the la-it in twain. Are we reaiy 

for the fall, when we remember that as the 
tree falletk so it shall lie? 

18 56. 
We know not what epitaph will be in- 

scribed on the tomb of this new born year. 
We rejoice that we cannot lift the curtain 

which hangs over its coming acts and scenes. 

To some reader of these lines, the greatest 
sorrow of his whole life may be hidden in 

the dark folds of the approaching months— 
but if he be a child of God, he will not be 

overwhelmed—for all things will work to- 

gether for his good—all things are already 
his, sickness and health, joy and sorrow, 

things present and things to come, the 

whole creation and God the creator. 

To every reader it maybe a year of sur- 

passing usefulness. The church expects 
every man to do his duty. A great work 

is to be done in every believer before he is 

ready for the pure enjoyments and employ- 
ments of heaven.' A great work is to be 

done by every believer before he will hear 

the verdict “Well done good and faithful 

servant.” Loud, solemn, eloquent appeals, 
now sound on the ears v( every professed 
follower of Jesus Christ, summoning him to 

new activity in the closet, in the family, in 

the Sabbath school, in the great enterprises 
of benevolence, in the church, in the world. 

We have a short life to toil in, but a long 
eternity to rest in. 

Our readers may be sure that in tender- 
in (r to them, as we do in this our first num- 

ber, the congratulations of the season, we 

are not using the language of empty com- 

pliment when we wish them a happy Xew- 

Yeor, in the best sense of the phrase. May 
it be to each one a year more prosperous 
and useful than any that has passed—a year 
whose fruits shall be like those of “a field 

which the Lord hath blessed.” 

CHRISTMAS SOUVENIRS. 

While the holidays of Christinas week 
are oftentimes any thing but merry days to 

housekeepers, and to those who have passed 
the period so joyous to juveniles, when Santa 
Claus is the most beloved and longed for of | 
all the Penates, yet they leave many plea- 
sant remembrances in the minds of one j 
class in the community, none of whom are 

supposed to be children, and some of whom 
are old and gray headed. 

Among other pleasant customs of the 

season, is that which prevails in many of 
our churches, of making it the time of be- 

stowing upon their pastors •some substantial 
tokens of regard. In fact, during Christmas 

week, presents seem to be divided pretty 
fairly between children and preachers. In- 
deed we rather think that-^W latter have 
the largest share in proportion to their rela- 
tive numbers. 

Whether large or small, these gifts to 

ministers are always welcome, because they 
are evidences of a kind and thoughtful spi- 
rit on the part of the people. These sou- 

venirs seem to say to the pastor, “We do 
not forget you at this genial season, when 
our households are all assembled under the 
same happy roof, and as you cannot have 
a place at each fireside and table, we send 

you these tokens in proof that you have a 

place in each heart.” Such evidences of 
remembrance are exceedingly refreshing to 

the often drooping and desponding spirit of 
the pastor. They assure him that his la- | 
bors and sacrifices are appreciated—that 
his people are not oblivious of the man who 
feeds them on the Sabbath with the matured 
fruits of Ins exhausting toils in the study— 
and who during the week promptly answers 

every call of duty and sympathy, holding 
hinisclf+ready by day and by night, in the 
Summer’s sun and in the Winter’s storm, to 

render to the members of his charge every 
service in his power. 

But these Christmas and New-Year gifts 
are prized not only because of the friendly 
and grateful dispositions they indicate, but 

frequently because they are intrinsically 
valuable. 

When the lean larder of the parson is 
enriched with comfortable “sundries”—when 
his scanty wardrobe is handsomely stocked 
with orthodox “new measures”—his lank 

library with another shelf of choice vo- 

lumes—and even when he breaks the seal 
of an envelope and finds therein a grace- 
fully worded note begging him to accept 
the enclosed, he can find use for that en- 

closed, though it should only be a bank 
note, say of $100. 

(If any parishioner feels badly at the re- 

membrance of his remissness, we would 

suggest to him, confidentially, that it is not 

yet to > late in the year to repair his 

neglec .) 
These are the true “compliments of the sea- 

son.” Tiiese are real kindnesses; for while the 
various donations to which we have alluded 
are made with ease when divided among so 

many, yet in the aggregate they furnish 
material aid and comfort to a man whose 
salary is small, and the number of whose 
children may be so large as to be algebra- 
ciallv represented by (x). 

Now if there be within 500 miles of us 

one faithful pastor, whose church is con- 

tented with paying him a meagre stipend— 

and that perhaps irregularly and tardily— 
and who during all this Christmas has not 

received one spontaneous remembrance from 
one member of his Hock, then we say that 

pastor is excusable for not being very cheer- 

ful, even during the holidays, and we are > 

almost tempted to wish him a happy deli- 
verance from such a parish. 

Our new editorial coat might not fit him— 
but if he is a smoker, we would like to send 
a few bundles of the nice Havanas that 
have just been sent in—or if he is a reader, 
we would fain forward him a half a dozen 
of the tempting new volumes which lie on 

our table. Who speaks? 

INVENTIVE GENIUS BAFFLED. 

The triumph of American ingenuity in 
the mechanic arts has been demonstrated 
in all the great expositions of national in- 

dustry, both in this country and in Europe. 
Our contrivances for reaping and plough- 
ing, for sowing grain and sewing seams, for 

extracting stumps from land and decayed 
roots from mouths, for picking cotton and ^ 
picking locks, for setting type without hands 
and hatching eggs without hens, have exci- 

ted the wonder and admiration of Foreign- 
ers. Nor have our inventors confined their 

cunning to the discoveries which promote 
the comforts and conveniences of life—we 

have contrivances by which we can kill peo- 

ple more scientifically, and kill more of them, 
in a given time, than any other nation on the 

globe. There are labor saving machines in 

war as well as in peace—machines which 

“execute,” like job printers, “with neatness 

and dispatch.” 
But strange to say, there is one depart- 

ment in which we have made no progress 
_1. am a < iidii/ili tli a Lnliii*n in tlia 

inventive genius of our people is so humil- 

iating that we cannot now allude to it with- 

out deep mortification. 
Long ago, while the Watchman and Ob- 

server newspaper M as published in this city, » 

an advertisement appeared in its columns 

calling for the invention of umbrellas and 

overshoes which would turn Sunday rain, 
and protect from Sunday mud. This ad- 

vertisement M as generally copied in other 

papers—in fact M’ent all over the L nion, 
for it gave expression to a great popular ^ 
want. And yet, incredible as it may ap- 

pear, this disideratum has never been sup- 

plied ! There are indeed secular umbrellas 

M-hich M ill keep a man dry under a M ater 

spout—there are “M eek day” boots in which 

duck hunters can wade sM amps and traverse 

miry bogs, with dry stockings; but when a 

rainy Sunday comes all confidence in um- 

brellas ceases,-and iiwU$t rubbers are so con 

temned as not to be thought M-orthy even 

to be trodden under foot. 
Here is a phenomenon demanding scien- 

tific investigation. Both Sunday rain and 

Sunday mud require a special analysis, and 

some impervious material which Mill serve 

as a protection against both is unquestion- 
ablv the great demand of the times. Such 

a discoverer would not only immortalize 

himself, but what is better, M ould make his 

fortune, even in the Richmond market alone. 
We specify Richmond, because we know of 
no place where such an invention M ould be 
more appreciated. Here weather which on 

anv other day Mould be callod damp or 

showery, on Sunday is called inclement or 

stormy. Enter any church on such a day 
and the number of the audience will be so 

decidedly finite as to remind one of the old 
storv of Dean Swift and his “dearly beloved 

sure jirntiwuuo w .. ~’***''~ 

such love for church ns ours—for let a 

bright cloudless Sabbath come, and every 
chhrch is crowded. 

Is this evil remediless? Is there no pro- 
tection against inclement Sundays ? Is this 
the only instance in which American inven- 
tive genius is to be forever battled? If a 

man has lost a leg we can supply him with 
another of better shape and less liable to 

rheumatism than the original. If one is 
minus a nose, we can confer upon him 
another, Grecian, Roman, Nubian or pug, 
as he may prefer. We have invented a 

method by which we can make his very 
shadow stick, and can render every scar 

mole and wrinkle of his face, in Photograph, 
Daguerreotype, or Ambrotype. We can 

annihilate time and space—but can we in- 
vent no umbrella impervious to Sunday 
rain—no overshoes which will protect feet 
feminine or masculine against Sunday mud? 
If not why were such people as Day and 

Goodyear created ? 
We commend the whole subject to our 

esteemed friends of the Philadelphia Pres* 
bvterian and N. Y. Observer, living as they 
do in the great marts where inventors and 
manufacturers most do congregate. 

LITTLEDOiatIT. 

The first number of a serial, entitled 
Little Dorrit, has appeared in Harper’s 
Magazine for January. We regret to see 

in one of the chapters of this story another 

indication of that ill-suppressed contempt 
for evangelical religion with which this 

popular writer too often infects his pages.* 
[t would be idle to deny that fiction has b(- 

come one of the great powers by which the 

worlds thinking is directed and controlled. 

Authors make use of it as the medium f< r 

the widest dissemination of whatever politi- 
cal, social, cr ethical opinions they nuy wbh 
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