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invention, Mr. Edison no longer with- 
th« marred amt desolate face of tbo held the nows of what he had been do- 
earth’s satellite, and hut that there are jUg from the world. The telegraph lines 
greater and more interesting events the aiJrj ocean cables labored with the 

! telling of which must not be delayed 1 
I should undertake to describe the partic
ulars of this first visit of men to another 
world.
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messages that in endless succession and 
burdened with an infinity of detail were 
sent all over the earth. Everywhere the 
utmost enthusiasm was aroused.

“Let the Martians come,” was the 
cry. “If necessary, we can qr.it the 

iting this little nearby island in the earth ns the Arheuiaus fled from Athens 
ocean space Mr. Edison simply wished before the advancing host of Xerxes, 
to demonstrate the practicability of his «ud/like them, take refuge 
invention and to convince first of all
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But, as I have already iutimatod, this 
was only an experimental trip. By vis-Of

it*
; upon our

ships—these new ships of space with 
which American inventiveness has fur-

.0 himself and his scientific friends that it rA
was possible for men—mortal men—to nished us.” 
quit aud to revisit the earth at their j 
will.

ISSeyRIGHT. 1898. BY GARRETT P 5ERVÜ5.
And then, like a flash, some genius 

That aim this experimental trip Btrnck out an idea that fired the world, 
triumphantly attained. “Why should we wait? Why should

It would carry me into technical de- we run the risk of having our cities de
tails that would hardly interest the stroyed and our lauds desolated a second 
reader to describe the mechauism of Mr.
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It is impossible that the stupendous 
eveuts which followed the disastrous 
invasion of the earth by the inhabitants 
of Mars should go without record, aud 
oiroumstauces having placed tho facts 
at my disposal I deem it a duty, both 
to posterity and to those who were wit
nesses of aud participants in tho aveng
ing counterstroke timt the earth dealt 
back at its ruthless enemy in the heav
ens, to write down the story in a con
nected form.

The Martians had nearly all perished, 
Hot through our puny offorts, but in 
consequence of disease, and the few sur
vivors fled in one of their projectile

; j flitted like the shadow of an eclipse over 
j tho earth. The scenes that followed 

were indescribable. Men lost their rea
son. The faint hearted ended the sus
pense with self destruction, the stout 

j hearted remained steadfast, but without 
hope and knowing not what to do.

But there was a gleam of hope of 
which the general public as yet knew 
nothing. It was due to a few dauntless 
men of science, conspicuous among 
whom were Lord Kelvin, the great Eng
lish savant; Herr Roentgen, the discov
erer of the famous X ray, aud especially 
Thomas A. Edison, the American genius 
of science. These men and a few others 
had examinèd with the utmost care the

time? Let us go to Mars. We have the 
means. Let us beard the lion in his makes Happy HomesEdison’s flying machine. Let it suffice 

to say that it depended upon the priuci- den. Let us ourselves turn conquerors 
pie of electrical attraction and repul- J and take possession of that detestable 
sion. By means of a most ingenious and planet, aud if necessary destroy it in or- 
complicated construction he had mas- der to relieve the earth of this perpetual 
tered the problem of how to produoe in threat which now hangs over us like 
a limited space electricity of any desired the sword of Damocles.” 
potential aud of any polarity, and that 
without danger to the experimenter or j 
to the material experimented upon. It 
is gravitation, as everybody knows, that little justification had Mr. Edison done 
makes man a prisoner on the earth. If nothing more than invent a machine 
he could overcome or neutralize gravi- which could navigate the atmosphero 
tation, he could float away a free créa- 1 and the regions of interplanetary space, 
ture of interstellar space. Mr. Edison 
in his invention had pitted eleotricity : generally known, although the details 
agaiust gravitation. Nature, in fact, j had not yet leaked ont—invented also 
had- done the same thing long before, machines of war intended to meet the 
Every astronomer knew it, but none utmost that the Martians could do for 
had been able to imitate or to reproduce either offense or defense in the struggle 
this miracle of nature. When a comet which was now about to ensue, 
approaches the sun, the orbit in which , Acting upon the hint which had been 
it travels indicates that it is moving conveyed from various investigations in 
under the impulse of the sun’s gravita- the domain of physics and concentrating 
tion. It is in reality falling in a great upon the problem all those unmatched 
parabolm or elliptical curve through powers of intellect which distinguished 
space. But while a comet approaches him, the great inventor bad sucoeeded 
the sun it begins to display—stretching in producing a little implement which 
out for millions and sometimes bun- I one could carry in his hand, but which 
dreds of millions of miles on the side i was more powerful than any battleship 
away from the sun—an immense lnmi- 1 that ever floated. The details of its 
nous traiu called its tail. This train ex- 1 mechanism could not be easily explain- 
tends back into that part of space from ed without the use of tedious teohnical- 
wbich the comet is moving.

Thus the sun at one and the same
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oars, inflicting their cruelest blow in 
the act of departure.

They possessed a mysterious explo
sive of unimaginable puissance, with 
whose aid they set their oar in motion 
for Mars from a point in Bergen county,
N. J., just back of the Palisades.

The force of the explosion may be ligence that he bad not only discovered 
imagined when it is reoollected that the manner in which the invaders had 
they had to give the oar a velocity of been able to produce the mighty euergies 
more than seven miles per second in or- which they employed with such terrible 
der to overoome the attraction of the 1 effect, but that, going further, he had 
earth and the resistance of the atmos- | found a way to overoome them, 
phere. The glad news was quiokly circulated

The shook destroyed all of New York throughout the civilized world. Luckily 
that had not already fallen a prey, and the Atlantio cables bad not been de- 
all the buildings yet standing in the 
surrounding towns and cities fell in one 
far circling ruin.

The Palisades tumbled in vast aheets, 
starting a tidal Wave in the Hudson 
that drowned the opposite shore.

The victims of this ferocious explo
sion were numbered by tens of thou
sands, and the shook, transmitted 
through the rooky frame of the globe, 
was reoorded by seismographio pendu
lums in England and on the coutiueut 
of Europe.

The terrible results achieved by tbo 
invaders bad produced everywhere a 
mingled feeling of oonsteruation and 
hopelessness. The devastation was wide
spread. The death dealing engines 
wbioh the Martians had brought with 
them had proved irresistible, aud the in
habitants of the earth possessed nothing 
capable of contending against them.
There had been no protection for the 
great cities ; no protection even for the 
open country. Everything had gone 
down before the savage onslaught of 
those merciless invaders from space.
Savage ruins covered the sites of many 
formerly flourishing towns and villages, 
and the broken walls of great cities 
stared at the heavens like the exhumed

engines of war, the flying machines, 
the generators of mysterious destructive 
forces that the Martians had produced, 
with tbe objeot of discovering if possi
ble the sources of their power.

Suddenly from Mr. Edison’s labora
tory at Orange flashed tbe startling iutel-

He had, however—aud this faot was

A New Year’s Gift
I

A handsome set of pearl handled silver knives and 

forks will be given to some fortunate customer. A coupon 

ticket with each Î1.00 purchase. Call at my new loca

tion, opposite Hotel Weiser, and see our stock and theÏ
beautiful present mentioned above. Prices lower than ever

•troyed by tbe Martains, so that com
munication between tbe eastern and 
western continents was uninterrupted. 
It was a proud day for America. Even 
while the Martains had been upon the 
earth, carrying everything before them, 
demonstrating to the confusion of tbe 
most optimistic that there was no 
possibility of standing against them, a 
feeling, a confidence had manifested it
self in France, to a minor extent in 
England and particularly in Russia 
that the Americans might discover 
means to meet and master the invaders.

Now, it seemed, this hope and expec
tation were to be realized. Too iate, it 
is true, in a certain sense, but not too 
late to meet the new invasion which 
the astronomers had announced was im
pending. The effect was as wonderful 
and indescribable as that of tbe de
spondency which but a little while be
fore had overspread tbe world. One 
conld almost bear the universal sigh of 
relief which went up from humanity. 
To relief succeeded confidence—so 
quickly does the human spirit recover 
like an elastic spring when pressure is 
released.

“Let them oome, ’’was the almost 
joyous cry. “We shall be ready for 
them now. The Americans have solved 
tbe problem. Edison has placed tbe 
means of victory within our power.”

Looking back upon that time now, I 
recall, with a thrill, the pride that stir
red me at the thought that, after all, 
the inhabitants of tbe earth were a 
match for those terrible men from Mars, 
despite all tbe advantage which they 
had gained from their millions of years 
of prior civilization and scienee.

As good fortunes, like bad, never 
come singly, the news of Mr. Edison’s 
discovery was quickly followed by ad
ditional glad tidings from that labora
tory of marvels in the lap of the Orange 
mountain^. During their career of con
quest the Martiaus had astonished the 
iuhabitants of the earth no less with

WILL C. SHIELDS, 
Jeweler,

. I ities and tbe employment of terms, dia
grams and mathematical statements, all 

time is drawing tbe oomet toward itself of which would lie outside the scope of 
and driving off from the comet in an this narrative. But the principle of the 
opposite direction minute particles or thing was simple enough. It was upon 
atoms which, instead of obeying the the great scientific doctrine, which 
gravitational force, are plainly com- have siuce seen so completely and bril- 
pelled to disobey it. That this energy, liantly developed, of the law of har- 
whicb the sun exercises agaiust its own mouic vibrations, extending from atoms 
gravitation, is eleotrical in its nature and molecules at one end of the series 
hardly anybody will doubt. Tbe head up to worlds aud suns at tbe other end, 
of the comet, being comparatively heavy that Mr. Edison based his iuvention. 
aud massive, falls on toward the sun, j Every kind of substance has its own 
despite the electrical repulsion. But the vibratory rhythm. That of irou differs 
atoms which form the tail, being almost from that of pine wood. The atoms of 
without weight, yield to the eleotrical gold do not vibrate in the same time 
rather than to the gravitational influ- | through tbe same range as those of lead, 
ence and so fly nwuy from tbe snn.
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j and so on for all known substances and 
Now, what Mr. Edison bad done was, all the chemical elements.Ï So, on a

in effect, to create an electrified particle larger scale, every massive body has its 
which might be compared to one of the period of vibration. A great suspension 
atoms composing tbe tail of a comet, bridge vibrates under tbe impulse of 
although in reality it was a kind of car forces that are applied to it in long 
of metal weighing some hundreds of ! periods. No company of soldiers ever 
pounds and capable of bearing some 
thousands of pounds with it in its flight.
By producing, with the aid of the elec
trical generator contained in this car, 
an enormons charge of eleotricity Mr.
Edison was able to counterbalance and

I
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step. If they tramped together and were 
followed by other companies keeping 
tbe same time with their feet after 
awhile the vibrations of the bridge 
would become so great and destructive 
that it would fall in pieces. So any 
struoture, if its vibration rate is known, 
could easily be destroyed by a force ap
plied to it in such a way that it should 
simply increase the swing of those vi
brations up to tbe poiDt of destruction.

Now Mr. Edison had been able to as
certain the vibratory swing of many 
well known substances and to produce 
by means of the instrument which be 
had contrived pulsations in the ether 
which were completely under his con
trol and which could be made long or 
short, quick or slow, at his will. He 
could run through the whole gamut 
from the slow vibrations of sound in air 
up to the four hundred and twenty-five 
millions of millions of vibrations per 
second of tbe ultra red rays.

Having obtained an instrument of 
such power, it only remained to concen
trate its energy upcn a given object in 
order that the atouiH composing that ob
ject should be set into violent undula
tion, sufficient to Lurst it asunder and 
to scatter its molecules broadcast. This 
the inventor effected by tbe simplest 
means in the world—simply a parabolio 
refleotor by which the destructive waves 
could be sent like a beam of light, but 
invisible in any direction and focused 
upon any desired point.

I had the good fortune to be present 
when this powerful engine of destruc
tion was submitted to its first test. We 
had gone upon the roof of Mr. Edison’s 
laboratory, and the inventor held the 
little instrument with its attached mir
ror in his hand. We looked about for 
some object on which to try its powers. 
On the bare limb of a tree not faraway, 
for it was late in the fall, sat a discon
solate crow.

skeleton of Pompeii. Tbe awful agencies 
had extirpated pastures and meadows 
aud dried up the very springs of fertil
ity in the earth where they had touched 
it. In some parts of tho devastated lands 
pestilence broke ont; elsewhere there 
was famine. Despondency black as night 
brooded over some of the fairest por
tions of tbe globe.

Yet all had not been destroyed, be
cause all had uot beeu reached by tbe 
withering hand of the destroyer. The 
Martiaus had not had time to complete 
their work before they themselves fell 
a prey to diseases that carried them off 
at the very culmination of their tri
umph.

From those lauds which had fortu
nately escaped invasion relief was sent 
to the sufferers. The ontburBt of pity 
and of oharity exceeded anything that 
the world bad known. Differences of 
race and of religion were swallowed up 
in the universal sympathy wbioh was 
felt for those who had suffered so terri
bly from an evil that was as unexpected 
as it was unimuginnble in its enormity.

But the worst was not yet. More 
dreadful thau tbe actual suffering and 
the scenes of death aud devastation 
which overspread the afflicted lands 
was the profound mental and moral de
pression that followed. This was. shared 
even by those who bad not seen tbe 
Martians and had not witnessed the de
structive effects of the frightful engines 
of war that they had imported for the 
conquest of the earth.

All maukind were sunk deep in this 
universal despair, nud it became tenfold 
blacker when the astronomers announc
ed from their observatories that strange 
lights were visible, moving aud flash
ing upon tbe red surface of tbe planet 
of war. These mysterious appearances 
oould only be interpreted in the light 
of past experience to mean that the 
Martians were preparing for another 
invasion of the earth, and who could 
doubc that with the invincible powers of 
destruction at their oomniaud they 
would this time make their work com
plete and Dual?

This startling announcement was the 
more pitiable in its effects because it 
served to unnerve and discourage those 
few of stouter hearts and more hopeful 
temperameuts who had already begun 
the labor of restoration and reconstruc
tion am'id tbe embers of their desolated 
homes. In New York this feeling of 
hope and confidence, this determination 
to rise against disaster and to wipe out 
the evideuoes of its dreadful presence 
quiokly as possible, had especially man
ifested itself. Already a company had 
been formed and a large amount of cap
ital subscribed for tbe reconstruction of 
the destroyed bridges over the East 
river. Already architects were busily at 
work planning new 20 story hotels and 
apartment houses, new churches and 
new cathedrals on a grander scale than 
before. Amid this stir of renewed life 
came the fatal news that Mars was un
doubtedly propariug to deal us a death
blow. The sudden revulsion of feeling
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: a trifle more than counterbalance tbe 
attraction of the earth, and thus canse 
tbe car to fly off from the earth as an 
electrified pith ball flies from the prime 
conductor.

As we sat in the brilliantly lighted 
chamber that formed tbe interior of the 
car and where stores of compressed air 
had been provided, together with chem
ical apparatus by means of which fresh 
supplies of oxygen and nitrogen might 
be obtained for our consumption during 
tbe flight through spaoe, Mr. Edison 
touched a polished button, thus causing 
tbe generation of the required electrioal 
charge on the exterior of the car, and 
immediately we began to rise.

The moment and direction of our 
flight bad beeu so timed and prearrang
ed that tbe original impulse would 
carry us straight toward tbe moon.

When we fell within the sphere of 
attraction of that orb, it only became 
necessary to bo manipulate the electrical
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their flying machines, which Davigated 
our atmosphere as easily as they bad 
that of their native planet, than with 
their more destructive inventions. These 
flyiug machines iu themselves had given 
them an enormons advantage in the 
contest. High above tbe desolation that 
they had caused to reign on the surface 
of the earth and out of the range of 
our gnus, they hadbuDg safe in the up
per air. From tbe clouds they had drop
ped death upon the earth.

Now rumor declared that Mr. Edison 
had invented and perfected a flying ma
chine much more complete and man
ageable than those of tbe Martians bad 
beeu. Wonderful stories quickly found 
their way into tbe newspapers concern
ing what Mr. Edisou had already ac
complished with the aid of his model 
electrical baUoon. His laboratory was 
carefully guarded against the invasion 
of the curious, because he rightly felt 
that a premature announcement which 
should promise more than oould be ac
tually fulfilled would at this critical 
juncture pluuge mankind back again 
into the gulf of despair out of whioh 
they had just begun to emerge.

Nevertheless, inklings of tbe truth 
leaked out. The flying machine bad 
been seen by many persons hovering by 
night high above tbe Orange hills and 
disappeariug in tbe faint starlight as if 
it bad gone away into the depths of 
space, out of wbioh it would re-emerge 
before the morning light had streaked 
tbe east and be seen settling down 
again within tbe walls that surrounded 
tbe laboratory of tbe great inventor. At 
length the rumor, gradually deepening 
into a conviotion, spread that Edison 
himself, acoompanied by a few scientific 
friends, had made an experimental trip 
to the moon. At a time when the spirit 
of mankind was less profoundly stirred 
•uoh a story would have been reoeived 
with complete inoredulity, but now, 
rising on the wings of the new hope 
that was buoying up the earth, this ex
traordinary rumor became a day star of 
truth to the nations.

And it was true. I had myself been 
one of the occupants of the car of the 
flyiug ship of space on that night when 
it silently left the earth aud rising out 
of the great shadow of the globe sped 
cn to the moon.
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GERW1CK & LOWE“Good,’’said Mr. Edison. “That will 
He touched a button at tbe side of 

the instrument, and a soft, whirring 
noise was heard.

“Feathers,” said Mr. Edison, “have 
a vibration period of 886,000,000 per 
second. ’ ’

He adjusted an index as he spoke. 
Then through a sighting tube he aimed 
at the bird.
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many persons.
charge upon our oar as nearly but not 
quite to counterbalance the effect of the 
moon’s attraotion in order that we might
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t *»"Now watch,” he said.

Another soft whir in the instrument, 
gradually approach it and with an easy a momentary flash of light close around 
motion settle without shook upon its it, and, behold, the orow bad turned 
surface. ' from black to white 1 •

We did not remain to examine the j “Its feathers are gone,” said the in- 
wonders of the moon, although we could ventor. “They have been dissipated in

atoms. Now we
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f »not fail to observe mauy curious things to their constituent i_ 
therein. Having demonstrated the fact will finish with the crow.” 
that we could not ODly leave tbe earth, | Instantly there was another adjuit- 
but could journey through space and ment of the index, another outshooting 
safely land upon the surface of another 0f vibratory force, a rapid up and down 
planet, Mr. Edison s immediate purpose motion of tbe index to include aoertaln 
was fulfilled, aud we hastened back to range of vibratious, and the crow itself 
the earth, employing in leaving the was gone—vanished in empty space I 
moon aud in landing agaiu upon our There was tbe bare twig on whioh a 
own planet the same means of control 
over the electrical attraction aud repul
sion between the respective planets aud 
oar car which I have aln ndy described.

When actual experiment had thus 
demonstrated the practicability of the

♦ Iu-

■ ;V «
GEO. G. BRADLEY, C»»hler 
C. M. HIXON, Assistant Cashier

A. B. ANDERSON. President.
E. M. BARTON, Vice President.

THE BANK OF WEISER
WEIBER. IDAHO.

Cftpltal Stock, $100,000.
Director!—A. B. Anderson. E. M. Barton. S. M. Barnett, Fred L. Taylor, J. W. Ayers 

W. F. Sommercamp, Morris Sommer and C. M. Hixon.
We transact a general banking business, selling exchange, drawn direct, on all the 

r principal cities of the United States and Europe.
r All kinds of warrants bought, and money to loan on good security. We solicit your business.
:****IM'***tlXXK****tt«tlOt*tXlUt*WK***tX**l«X*X**t*****K**K*l'i

moment before it bud stood. Behind In 
tbe sky was tbe white cloud against 
which its black form had beeu sharply 
outlined, but there was uo more crow.

“That looks bad for tbe Martian*.We had landed upon
. X, [Continued p»*e 7.]
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