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CURRENT TOPICS.
THE NEWS IS BRIEF.

FIFTY-SEVENT- H CONGRESS.
In the senate, on the 20th, Mr. Lodere,

Ihalrman of the Philippines committee,
reported the Philippines tariff bill, andpave notice that he would call It up on
the 21st. air. Rawlins, of the minority,
offered a substitute. The bill for the es-
tablishment of a department of commerce
was under consideration most of the tlay,
developing strong opposition to many of
its provisions :in the house, general
debate on the urgent deficiency bill occu-
pied most of the session, an Item in the
bill for the appropriation of $500,000 for a
military post at Manila precipitating a
general debate.

In the senate, on the 21st, the Philip-
pines tariff bill was under considerationfor three hours. The measure was made
the unfinished busi ness. Air.- - RawlinstUtah) delivered a. vigorous speech In
support of the minority report In the
house, the urgent deficiency bill was un-
der discussion, the debate taking a widerange. The irrigation of arid lands in the
west and the advisability of retaining
control of the Philippines were the maintopics under discussion.

In the senate, on the 22d, the bill pro-
viding for the establishment of a depart-
ment of commerce was under discussionfor nearly two hours, little progress be-
ing made, however, as, though no objec-
tion to the main feature of the bill de-
veloped, members showed a dispositionto give it careful consideration as to de-
tails ..In the house the urgent deficien-cy bill being under consideration, a strong
partizan debate developed on an amend-
ment to appropriate $000,000 for "shelterand protection" of the officers and en-
listed men of the army on duty in thePhilippines. The vote on the adoption of
the amendment stood: Ayes, 127; nays,
100; Mr. Cummings (dem. N. Y.) voted
with the republicans.

In the senate, on the 23d, a joint reso-
lution, extending the thanks of congressto Mr. Schley "for his brave and ableconduct while in command of the Ameri-can fleet at the victorious battle oftiago was referred to the committee on
naval affairs. Mr. Teller's motion, pro-
viding- for intervention of this govern-ment in behalf of the Boer commandant,hcheepers, was postponed indefinitely, asbeneepers had already been executed. Thedepartment of commerce bill was underconsideration during the greater part oftne session, but no definite progress was
?"ale In the house, consideration ofthe urgent deficiency bill was completed,but owing to the lateness of the hour,
Jlpsape of the bill was postponed untilthe 24th. The bill to increase the pav of
IHal freo delivery carriers from $r,CK to
?MH per annum was passed.

The senate was not in session on the
-- !tn In the house, the urgent defi-ciency appropriation bill was passed, andthe remainder of he session was devotedpension legislation. The repub-licans forced a record vote on the amend-ment to the urgent deficiency bill to ap-propriate $300, wt) for the "protection andshelter of American soldiers in the Phil-ippines," and It; democrats voted for it.The house adjourned until the 27th.

PERSONAL. AND GENERAL.

King- - Victor Emanuel lias conferred
the-orde- ;f St. Maurice and St. Laz-
arus upon William Marconi.

A dispatch from- - Toulon says that
the French battleship Charlemagne is
still fitting out at that port, and
quotes the Trench authorities as say-
ing that the vessel hi not going-t- o

Morocco.
Mrs. McKinley lias, objected to the

tise of "Hotel McKinley" as the name
for a new hotel in Canton, O. It had
len officially announced by a com-
pany of Cantonians that a $130,000
structure would be so named.

lohii II. Meserve, former, treasurer
of the state of Nebraska, lias been in-

dicted by the grand jury in Douglas
county on the charge of embezzle-
ment of money belonging to the state
school fund.

The Cereal Sugar Co., of Peoria, 111.,

has, through an old German vinegar
maker, discovered a process whereby
one gallon of hydro, a by-produ- ct in
the refining of sugar, can be made: to
yield one gallon of excellent rude
spirits and about three gallons of
good vinegar.

George Steward, aged 10, convicted,
on the teslimoiiy of his father, at
Leavenworth, Kas.7 on the 2.d, " of
stealing $17, retaliated, upon being
sentenced to 00 days in jail, by de-

nouncing his father as the murderer
of Alfred Cummings, a civil war vet-
eran, in his little home near the sol-

diers' home.
Jacob Spawr, of Lexington, 111., on

the 21th, completed a century of ex-

istence, 70 years of which have been
spent in McLean county. He was born
in Pennsylvania, January 2 1, 1S02.
Numerous friends called to congrat-
ulate "Uncle .lakey."

The artist-corresponde- nt of the
London Graphic who has been follow-
ing the case of Miss Stone, the cap-
tive American missionary, tele-
graphed from Dioumai llala, Salonica,
on the 2Td. that the captives were in
Bulgaria, eight hours distant from
the frontier.

Judge Peter S. Grosscup and John
M. Clark have been appointed by
Judge Talty, at Chicago, as the trus-
tees of the fund, now amount in' to
nearly $150,000. and left by. John
Creerar for the erection of a statue
of Abraham Lincoln.

Crazy Snake, by his ehfef lieuten-
ant, has issued a proclamation to all
Creek citizens, commanding them to
meet at Hickory Grounds square, on
Saturday, February 1, where and
when it is proposed to hold a council
under articles of the treaty of 1832.

Mrs. Angelina Anderson was bound
and gagged, on the 24th, in broad
daylight in her room in Wichita,
Kas., and robbed of $11,000 worth of
diamonds and $1,500 in money. She
went to Wichita a few months ago
and married an livery sta-
ble boy who was taking care of her
horse and is now sending him to col-
lege. The woman is said to be from
Racine, Wis.

The Lost Creek coal mine near
la., was the- - scene of a ter-

rible disaster, on the 24th, which cost
the lives of 21 miners. Eight others
were seriously injured. At the time
of the explosion more than one hun-
dred men were in the mines, but all
except those who were in the east
entry escaped with only slight in-

juries.
On the 24th R. G. Dun Co., of

New York, reported: "Failures for
the week numbered .'J01 in the United
States, ag.. t V.0i lust year. an1
in Canada, ay.iinst 46 last year,"

DEATH IN A COAL MINE.

Twenty-On- e Miners Killed and Eight Serl"
onsly Injured, by a Dust

Explosion.

Oskaloosa,. la., Jan. 25. Ths Lost
Creek coal mine was the scene, yes-
terday, of a terrible disaster, which
cost the lives of 21 miners. Eight
others were seriously injured. The
bodies f the dead men were recov-
ered from the mine and lie in an im-
provised morgue near the scene, of
their death. The injured are tinder
the care of surgeons in a temporary
hospital equipped near the mine.

The Cost Creek mine is ten miles
southeast of Oskaloosa, and three
miles north of Eddyville. The explo-
sion occurred at the noon hour, an.it
was what is known as a dusc explo-
sion. The miners had just fired their
usual noon shots, one of which
proved to be a fizzle, thp powder
flame igniting the gas and causing
the explosion. -

Smoke and debris were blown out
of the mine in a column two lmndrel
f"tt high. A part of tl. top works
was torn away and the fans and the
cages were wrecked. Tii: mauir 'he
work of rescue very slov, and it was
tliec o'Nck before vol taic r p ar-

ties dated to venture inc .'bo a.st
entry, where the explosion occurred

The men of the rescue party
fought their way into the mine,
whcie. a shocking sight met their
g;.i The dead and injured were
terribly I'.iired and muMla.-j- . ljim.;
of them almost beyond recognition,
ile-yon-d where the bodies lay the lire
was burning fercely, and for a time
it was fean.--l that the workings
would be wholly destroyed and the
bodies incinerated. Finally, h wev r
1 1.-- .' ilames Wc re subdued, but not un-

til several o? the rescue party had
sue;, i.mbed to the fume.?. The bod-f- s

veie then collected ant carried tc
l.'ii' top of tlu shaft.

At the' timj of the "explosion more
than one hu;lred men were in the
mines, but all except those who were
in the east entry escaped with only
slight injury.

T6tal property damage will be
about $10,000.

It was nearly six o'clock last even-
ing when the last of the dead was
taken out, and the scenes of anguish
among the families of the victims
were most pitiful. Nearly all of the
men were married and leave families
in poor circumstances. The mine is
owned by the Lost Creek Fuel Co. of
this citj--, and has been in operation
about one rear.

FATAL WRECK AT OMAHA.

One Trainman Killed and Six Oth-
ers Injured In n Krelgrht Wreck

at Omulia, ebrnka.

Omaha, Neb., Jan. 25. One train-
man was killed and six others injured
in a freight wreck in the Burlington
yards in this city early Friday morn-
ing.

The dead: W. L. Stewart, yard
foreman.

Injured: Frank Brogan, freight
conductor, Lincoln; arm crushed and
internal injuries; serious.

IL N. Olsen, arms and back
sprained; internal injuries.

G. W. Mack, foot crushed, body
badly bruised.

Three other trainmen received
bruises and other minor injuries.

All of the injured men were taken
to Lincoln.

MYSTERY OF PETER OLSON.

The Man Whom James Mather Con-
fesses to Have Murdered, nt 31 us-kcK- on,

Mich., in 1875.

Niles, Mich., Jan. 25. The Elkhart
(Ind.) police 1iave received a letter
whicli throws light on the Mather
murder mystery. Mrs. C. G. Carey, of
Albion, Mich., writes that she has just
discovered that Peter Oles'on, whom
James Mather claims he murdered at
Muskegon, Mich., in 1S75, was her
brother, who left the family home in
Bergen, Norway, in the spring of that
year. When the vessel, on which he
sailed as a seaman, returned in the
fall of 1875, the captain said Olson
had taken passage with an English
captain for America.

Mrs. Carey says she has been in
this country IS years.. The first she
heard of the probable fate of' hep
brother or anything of his where-
abouts, was when she recently read
published accounts of Mather's con-

fession. Mather is willing to return
to Muskegon, but doctors at the
Langeliffe asylum say he has paresis
and will get worse. Mather is worth
$25,000. He claimed his conscience
forced him to confess.

Search for the Lost Ilritish Cruiser.
Washington, Jan. 25. Capt. Shoe-

maker, chief of the revenue cutter
servictr, yesterday sent telegraphic
instructions to the' cutter McCulloeh,
now at San Francisco, to join in the
search for the lost British cruiser
Condor. The McCulloch's orders are
to "Sail well out and as far north as
the mouth of the Columbia river."
North' of that point the cutter Cra::t
Is making the "search- -

Has Sailed for Colon.
Washington, Jan. 25. In conformi-

ty with the order of the navy depart-
ment, the gunboat Marietta, Lieutenant-Com-

mander hid. R. Rush in com-
mand, has. sailed from Culebra island
for Colon-- to look after American in-- ,
terests on the isthmus.

(aim e and Treatment of Cancer.
New York, Jan. 25. According to

the Tribune's London representative
a movement is on fot, initiated by
the. medical profession, for t!u
pose of investigating the cause and
treatment of cancer.

IK
Annual Report of the Interstate

Commerce Commission to
the Congress. s

PREVIOUS DECLARATIONS ARE RENEWED

The Feature of the Report is the
- Almost Sensational Statement of

the Ilelations Existing Between
the ltallronds and a Compara-
tively Ftw Rig Shippers.

Washington, Jan. 23. The annual
report of the interstate commerce
commission, which was' transmitted
to congress, Thursday, "renews the
declaration made in previous reports
that in its present condition the act
to regulate commerce can not be en-

forced. As to remedial legislation,
the commission renews the statement
made in its previous annual report,
that it "has little to suggest and
nothing new to propose."

The feature or the report Is the almost
sensational statement of the relaions ex-

isting between the railroads antl a com-
paratively few heavy shippers. Refer-
ring to the commission's recent investiga-
tions into the amount of packing house
products and of grain and grain prod-
ucts, the report says:

"The tacts therein developed are of such
a character that no thoughtful person can
contemplate them with indifference. "That
the leading traffic officials of many of the
principal railway lines, men occupying
high positions and charged with the most
important duties, should deliberately vio-
late the statute law of the land, and in
some cases agree with each other to do
bo; that it should be thought by them nec-
essary to .destroy vouchers and to so
manipulate bookkeeping as to obliterate
evidence of the transactions; that hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars should be
paid in unlawful rebates to a few great
packing houses; that the business of rail-
road transportation should to such an ex-
tent be conducted in open diregard of
law,, must be surprising and offensive to
all right-minde- d persons. Equally startl-
ing, at least, is the fact that the own-
ers of these packing houses, men whose
names are known throughout the com-
mercial world, should seemingly be eager
to augment their gain with the enormous
amounts of these rebates which they re-
ceive in plain defiance of a federaltat-ute.- "

That there are palliating circumstances
under which railway tratiic officials act,
the commission is not unmindful, and tne
opinion is expressed thnt existing laws
should be so amended that railway man-
agers Who desire to observe them
can do so without risk of sacrificing
their property.

The application of the remedy, the re-
port says,, is fraught with dangers to the
public, and it should not be applied unless
the public is fully protected. In view of
those great combinations which have
been formed, and are now forming," by
which railway competition, which upon
the present theory of this law is greatly
relied upon to secure just and reasonable
rates and facilities, will be largely elim-
inated, some method .should be provided
by which the government can exercise, in
fact, that control over railway rates and
operations which courts without number
have asserted that it possesses, and whichmany persons suppose that it now exerts.
The commission believes that the whole
law should be revised upon some correct
theory and some workable basis.

In view of the gross violations of the
act the' commission suggests that if it
is not possible to amend this law in its
more essential features it ought at least
to be possible to deal with those coercive
features of the act which are intended to
prevent practices of this character.

Referring to the court decisions that
penalties can not be imposed upon cor-
porations violating the act, and that only
their agents can be punished, the commis-
sion says:

"Now, the object of rate cutting ia to
get business and make money, and the
corporation, if anyone, prolits by the il-

legal act. It is the real offender, and
ought certainly to pay the penalty as well
as its officer. If every illegal act of that
character subjected the carrier to a sub-
stantial forfeiture, so that the money re-
sult of the transaction was likely to bo
the other way, the inducement to commit
such offenses would be greatly dimin-
ished."

Taking up the difficulty of securing con-
victions in cases of rate cutting, the re-
port says:

"To convict for paying a rebate it isnecessary to show, nots merely that therailway company paid a rebate to a par-
ticular shipper, but it must also be shown
that it did not pay the same rebate to
some other shipper with respect to the
same kind of traffic moving at the same
time under similar conditions. This is
almost always impossible. Departure
from the published rate is the thing
which can be shown and the thing which
should be visited with fitting punish-
ment."

It is urged that the twentieth section
should be amended so ns to open the
books of the carriers to the Inspection of
its agents, under proper restrictions, to
prevent the misuse of information so ob-
tained. It is also urged that if the pow-
ers of the commission .are not to be gen-
erally enlarged some method should be
devised- - by which such orders as it can
make may be enforced within a reasona-
ble time. "

Summarizing the results of Its investi-
gation of the handllng.of packing house
products, the commission says: .

"Sometime rebates were paid, some-
times the published rat was reduced
when the freight money was paid. The
important fact disclosed from the testi-
mony is that packing house products are
habitually carried from points of origin:
to the seaboard at rates below the pub-
lished tariff of . five to ten cents per hun-
dred pounds."

Then, discussing the evil effects of this
state of affairs, the report says: "The
commission required the carriers to tile
statements showing the number of cars
shipped and the rates actually charged.
When these are received the gross
amount of the rebates can be determined;
at present it --can only be said to reach
hundreds of thousands of dollars. While
the general public probably receives some
benefit from the lower rates, in the main
these sums swell the profits of the pack-
ers. These great concerns number only
about five or six, and little distinction in
the rates appears to have been made be-
tween them. The effect Is to give them
an enormous advantage over smaller com-
petitors located at other points. Already
these competitors have mostly ceased to
exist. These disclosures afford a preg-
nant illustration of the manner in which
secret rate concessions are tending to
build up great trusts and monopolies at
the expense of the small Independent op-
erator." '

The additional statement is made tha
all of the traffic officiate vho admitteu
that these secret low rates were being
given the favored shippers maintained
that in the published tariffs the rates ex-
acted of the smaller shippers were too
low.

The commission found, also, in investi-
gating complaints made by western mill-
ers, that the carriers east of Chicago
made no serious pretense of maintaining
the- - export rates on whemt, and that the
carriers had agreed among themselves uo-o- n

a rate from Chicago cents below
the published 'tariff. ' resulting in a dis-
crimination of from 23 to 4 cents against
f oi'r. The opr n wheat tariff from Kansas

; Chicago has been 12 cents and the
;.. : rate -- low a s live cents.

Taking up Ihe practice, prevalent in the
wtst, of allowing sous particular indi

vidual concession which enables him to
handl practically all the grain trans-
ported upon a particular railway, th re-
port says:

"While the Investigations of the com-
mission have not fully covered this as-
pect of the case as yet. It is a matter of
common Information, and we know from
repeated complaints received that some
one firm or some one individual purchase
substantially all the grain which Is han-
dled by a given line of railway, and the
claim is made, and the Inference is al-
most a necessary one, that this firm or
individual must receive concessions
which enable it or him to underbid other
buyers in the same market. These differ-
ent lines, in an effort to obtain a share
of this business and to divide it up
among different competing routes, deem it
necessary to drive out of business the
small buyer and to operate through a
single large concern. One effort of this
is to put the miller out of the market as
an independent buyer."

Dealing with the traffic associations the
commission states that the secret "agreed"
rates have been manipulated through
these agencies, and says:

"It is not the business of this commis-
sion to enforce the anti-tru- st act, and we
express no opinion as is the legalityof
the means adopted by these associations.
We simply call attention to the fact that
the decisions of the United States su-
preme court in the Transmissouri and
Joint Traffic association cases have pro-
duced no practical effect upon the rail-
way operations of the country. Such as-
sociations, in fact, exist now "as they did
before those decisions, and with the same
general effect. In justice to all parties
we ought probably to add that it is diff-
icult to see how our interstate railways
could be operated with due regard to the
interest of the shipper and the railway
without concerted action of the kind af
forded through these associations. '

SELECTING HIS PRESENTS.

Prince Henry Loading: Himself l'r
With Souvenirs to Leave in

America.

Berlin, Jan. 24. Admiral Prince
Henry of Prussia selected at the
court jeweler's, Wednesday morning,
about fifty presents for Americans
with whom lie will come especiallj
in contact during his visit to tha
United States. The presents includa
several gold and silver boxes sel
with diamonds; they have the em-

peror's monogram, encircled with
diamonds, enamelled on the lids;
beautiful silver cups with "Hohen-zollern- "

enamelled on them; gold and
silver cigarette cases, on which his
majesty's autograph is . traced in
sfnall compasses, encased in gold and
silver boxes with "11011601
enamelled on thorn, besides larger
and more valuable gifts. A number
of cuff links, Jjrooehes and 'scarfpins,
with the initial "JI" in diamonds, are
also included amopg the presents.
The latter are intended for less im-

portant persons.
Official secrecj- - is maintained as to

what the emperor and Prince Henry
will present to the president, Rear-Admir- al

Kobley D. Evans and Miss
Alice Roosevelt, though it is well
known that his majesty will send
Miss Roosevelt a jeweled bracelet,
tmd Prince Henry will probably offer
the president a fine hunting gun
with interchangeable shot and rifle
barrels, and its accompany ing equip-
ment.
TREASURE IN THE PANTRY.

What Was Found Anions' Broken
Dishes and Battered Tinware In

a Dead Spinster's Pantry.

Crawfordsville,.Ind., Jan. 24. Rela-
tives of America Stripe, an aged
spinster,-- who died this" week, have,
since her death, uncovered a rich
treasure in her kitchen pantry. In an
old tin, canistor, surrounded by
broken dishes and battered tinware,
they found gold and bank notes to
the amount of nearly $2,000. There
were Mexican gold coins bearing
dates in the ' 50s and looking as
bright as the day they came from
the mint. There were also a great
roll of shinplaster money, of denom-
inations ranging from ten to fifty
cents. It is believed that the money
was hidden away during the war.

THE MASONS DOING GRANDLY.

The Masonic Fraternity Bid Fair to
Take the Lead In McKinley

Memorial Subscriptions.

Canton, O., Jan. 24. The Masonic
committee of the McKinley Xational
Memorial association, which is car-
rying on 'the work of canvassing the
Masonic lodges of the entire country,
from its ofhee in Canton, is attract-
ing considerable attention among
the trustees of the national associa-
tion. If the present rates of the con-

tributions continue, it is believed by
the association that the Masonic
fund will attain larger proportions
than that of any single organization.
At the meeting of the trustees of
the McKinley National Memorial as-

sociation, held in Cleveland, it was
given out that the contributions

i frmi the lodges n the state alone
would amount to $i5,uuu or $it,uuu.

M'KINLEY'S BIRTHDAY.

The Proper Observance of its An-

niversary I'rgeil by thv; McKin-
ley Memorial Association.

Washington, Jan. 24. The commis-
sioners of the District of Columbia
yesterday issued a statement inviting
Washingtonpeople to observe in ap-

propriate way the fifty-nint- h anni-
versary of the birth of the late Pres-
ident McKinley, January 29.' This ac-

tion was taken at. the suggestion of
of State Day, yJio is

the president of the McKinley Me--

morial association, and of Gov. Nash
of Ohio

An Hour in Private Conference.
"Washington, Jan. 24. Secretary

Loiijr and Solicitor Ilanna, of the
naty department, were summoned tc
the White House, yesterday, by Pres

J ident Roosevelt, and detained ther
nearly an. hour in private conference
No statement ciu be obtained tn
the subject under" consideration, but

I it is . believed it was tjie appeal I

I Admiral Schley' left with th? presi- -

dent, a few days ago, by hji, counsel

DUTIES AND TRIALS

Sermon of Dt Talmage for Persons
of All Ages.

Wholesome Advice to Those in the
Twenties as Well as Those Who

Have Reached the Alloted
Three Score and Ten.

Copyright, 1902, by Louis Klopsch, N. T.
Washington,

From an unusual standpoint Dr.
Talmage in this discourse looks at the
duties and trials which belong to the
different decades of human life; text,
Psalms y.0: 10: "The days of our years
are threescore years and ten."

The seventieth milestone of life is
here, planted as at the end of the jour-
ney. A few go beyond it. Multitudes
never reach it. The oldest person of
modern times expired at 1C9 years. A
Greek --of the name of Stravaride lived
to 132 years. An Englishman of the
name of Thomas Parr lived 152 years.
Before the time of Moses people lived
150 years, and if you go far enough
back they lived 900 years. Well, that
was necessary, because the story of
the. world must come down by tradi
tion, and it needed long life safely toi
transmit the news of the past. If the
generations had been short lived, the
story would so often have changed
lips that it might have, got all astray.
But after Moses began to write it
down and parchment told it from cen-
tury to century it was not. necessary
that people live so long in order to
authenticate the events of the past.
If in our time people lived only 25
years, that would not affect history,
since it is put in print and is no longer
dependent on tradition. Whatever
your age. I will to-da- y directly ad-

dress you, aqd Ihall speak to those
who are in the twenties, the thirties,
the forties, the fifties, the sixties, and
to those who are in the seventies and
beyond.

First, then, I accost those of you
who are in the twenties. You are
full of expectation. You are ambi-
tious that is, if you amount to any-
thing for some kind of success, com-
mercial or mechanical or professional
or literary or agricultural or social or
moral. If I find someone in the twen-
ties without any sort of ambition, I
feel like saying: "My friend, you
have got on the wrong planet. This
is not the world for you. You are
going ta be in the way. Have you
made your choice of poorhouses?
You will never be able to pay for your
cradle. Who is going to settle for
your board ? There is a lAistake about
the fact that you were born at all."

But, supposing you have ambition,
let me say to all the twenties, expect
everything through divine manipula-
tion, and then you will get all u

want and something better. Are you
looking for wealth? Well, remember
that God controls the money markets,
the harvests, the droughts, the cater-
pillars, the locusts, the sunshine, the
storm, the land, the sea, and you will
get wealth. Perhaps not that which
is stored up in the bank, in safe

in United States securities,
in houses and lands, but your clothing
and board and shelter, and that is
about all you can appropriate any-
how. You cost the Lord a great deal.
To feed and clothe ard shelter you
for a lifetime requires nr big sum of
money, and if you get nothing more
than the absolute necessities you get
an enormous" amount of supply. Ex-
pect as much as you will of any kind
of success, if you expect it from the
Lord you are safe. Depend on any
otherresource, and you may be badly
chagrined, but depend on God and all
will be well; It is a good thing in the
crisis of life to have a 'man of large
means back you up. It is a great thing
to have a moneyed institution stand
behind you in your undertaking. But
it is a mightier thing to have theJod
of heaven and earth your coadjutor,
and you may have Him. I am so glad
that I met you while you are in the
twenties. You are laying out your
plans, and all jour life in this world
and the next for five hundred million
years of your existence will be affect-
ed by those plans. It is about eight
o'clock in the morning of your life,
and you are just starting out. Which
way are you going to start? Oh, the
twenties!

"Twenty"- - is a great word in the
Bible. Joseph was sold for 20 pieces
of silver; Samson judged Israel 20
years; Solomon gave Hiram 20 cities;
the flying roll that Zechariah saw
was 20 cubits; when the sailors of the
ship on which Paul sailed sounded the
Mediterranean sea, it was 20 fathoms.
What mighty things have been done in
the twenties! Romulus founded
Rome when he was 20; Keats finished
life at 25; Lafayette was a world-r- e

nowned soldier at 23; Oberlin accom-
plished his chief work at 27; Bona-
parte was victor over Italy at 28; Pitt
was prime minister of England at 22;
Calvin had completed his immortal
"Institutes" by the time he was 26;
Grotius was attorney general at 24.
Some of the mightiest things for God
and eternity have been done in the
twenties. Ajs long as you can put the
figure 2 before the other figure that
helps describe your age I have high
hores about you. " Look out for that
figure 2. Watch its continuance-vvit- h

as much earnestness as you ever
watched anything that promised you
salvation or threatened you demoli-
tion. What a critical time the twen-
ties! While they-- continue you decide
your occupation and the principles by
which 'you will be guided; you make
your most abiding friendships; you
arrange your home life; you fix your
habits. Lord God Almighty, .for
Jesus Christ's sake, have mercy onfall
the men and women in the twenties!

Next I accost those in the thirties.
You are at an age when you find what
a tough thing it is to get recognized
and established in your occupation or
profesiioa. Ten years ago joa

thought all that was necessary for
suocess was to put on your shutter
the sign of phyrsician or dentist or
attorney or broker or agent and you
would have plenty of business, now
many hours you sat and waited for
.business,-an- d waited in vain, three
persons only know God,, your wife
and yourself. In commercial life you
have not had the promotion and
the increase in salary you antici-
pated, or the place you expected to
occupy in the firm has not been va-

cated., The produce of the farm with
which you expected to support your-
self and those depending on you and
to pay the interest on the mortgage
has been far less than you antici-pat- e,

or the prices were down, or
special expenses, for sickness made
drafts on our resources that you
could not have expected. In some re-
spects the hardest decade of life is
the thirties, because the results are
generally so far-behin- the anticipa-
tions. It is very rare indeed that a
young man does as did the young
man one Sunday night when he came
to me and said: "I have been so
marvelously prospered since I came
to this country that I feel as a mat-
ter of gratitude that I ought to dedi-
cate myself to God." .Nine-tenth- s of
the poetry of life has been knocked
out of yoru since you cam.e into the
thirties. Mn in the different profes-
sions and occupations saw that you
were rising, and they must put an es-

toppel on you or you might somehow
stand in the way. " They think you
must be suppressed. From 30 to 40
is an especially hard time for young
doctors, young Jawyers, mer-
chants, young farmers, young 'me-
chanics, young ministers. The strug-
gle of the thirties is for honest and
helpful and remunerative recognition.
But few old people know how to treat
young people without patronizing
them on the one hand or snubbing
them on the other. Oh, the thirties!
Joseph stood before Pharaoh" at 30;
David was 30 years old when he be-

gan to reign; the height of Solomon's
temple was 30 cubits; Christ entered
upon his active ministry at 30 years
of age; Judas sold him for 30 pieces
of silver. Oh, the thirties! What a
word suggestive of triumph or disas-
ter!

Your decade is the one that will
probably afford the greatest oppor-
tunity for victory, because there is
the greatest necessity for struggle.
Read the world's history and know
what are the thirties for gsod or bad.
Alexander the Great closed his career
at 32; Frederick the Great made Eu-
rope tremble with his armies at 35;
Cortes conquered Mexico at 30; Grant
fought Shiloh and Donelson when 33;
Raphael died at 37; Luther was the
hero of the reformation at 35; Sir
Philip Sidnej-- got through by 32.
The greatest deeds for God and
against Him were done within the
thirties, and your greatest battles
are now and between the time when
you cease expressing your age by
putting first a figure 2 and the time
when you will cease expressing it by
putting first a figure 3. As it is the
greatest time of the struggle, I ad-

jure you, in Jod's name and by God's
grace, make it the greatest achieve-
ment. My prayer is for all those in
the tremendous crisis of the thirties.
The fact is that by the way-- you de-

cide fhe present decade of J'our his-

tory you decide all the following
decades.
. Next I accost the forties. Yours is
the decade of discovery. I do not
mean the discovery of the outside,
but the discovery of yourself. . No
man knows himself, until he is 40.
He overestimates or underestimates
himself. By that time he has learned
what he can do or what he cannot do.
He - thought he had commercial
genitis enough to become a million-
aire, but he is satisfied to make a
comfortable living. He thought he
had rhetorical power that would
bring him into the United States
senate; now" he is content if he can
successfully argue a common case be
fore a petit jury. He thought he had
medical skill that would make him
a Mott or a Grosse or a Willard Par
ker or a Sims; now he finds his
sphere is that of a family physician,
prescribing for the ordinary ailments
that afffict our race. He was sailiDg
on in a fog and could not take a
reckoning, but- - now it clears up
enough to allow him to find out his
real latitude and longitude. . He has
been climbing, but now he has got to
the top of the hill, and he takes a
long breath. He is half way through
the journey-- at least, and he is in a
position to look backward or for
ward. He has more good sense than
he ever had. He knows human na-
ture, for he has been cheated often
enough to see the bad side of it, and
he has met so many gracious and
kindly and splendid souls he also
knows the good side of it. Now, calm
yourself. Thank God for the past
and deliberately set your compass
for another voyage. ' You have chased
enough thistledown; you 'have blown
enough soap bubbles; you have seen
the unsatisfying nature of all earth-
ly things. Open a new chapter with
God and the world.. This decade of
the forties ought to eclipse nil its
predecessors in worship, in useful-
ness and in happiness.

My sermon next accosts the fifties.
How queer it looks when in writing
your age you make the first of the
two figures a 5. This is the decade
which shows what the other decades
have been. If a young man has sown
wild oats' and he has lived to this
time, he reaps the harvest of it in the
fifties, or if by necessity he was com-

pelled to overtoil in honest directions
he is called to settle up with exacting
nature some time during the fifties.
Many have it" sohard in early life
that they are octogenarians at 50.

Sciaticas and rheumatisms and neu-

ralgias and vertiges and insomnias
hare their playground in the fifties.
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A man's hair begins to whitenand,
although he may have worn specta-
cles before, now he asks the optician
for No. 14 or No. 12 or No.. 10. When
he gets a cough and is almost cured
ne hacks and clears bis throat a good
while afterward. O ye who are in
the fifties, think of it! A half cen-tur- v

of blessincr to be thankful for.
and a half century subtracted from
an existence which, in the most
marked cases of longevity, hardly
ever reaches a wnole century. lij
this time you ought to be eminent for
piety. Y'ou have been in so many bat
tles you ought to be a brave soiaier.
You have made, so many voyages you
ought to be a good sailor. So long
nrotected-an- d blessed, you ought to -

have a soul full of doxology. In .

Bible times inCanaan every 50 years
was God's command A year of
jubilee. The people did not work that
year. If property had Dy nusiuriuuo
imni nut of one's possession, on the
fiftieth "year it came "Back to him. If
he had fooled it away,

. . it was re--
T a)

iirnpil without a farthing to pay. ai
a man had been enslaved, he was in
that year emancipated. A trumpet

ded loud and clear and long, .

and it was the trumpet of jubilee.
They shook hands, they iaugnea, tney
congratulated. What a time tt was,
that fiftieth year! And if under the
old dispensation it was such a glad
time, under our new and more glo-

rious dispensation let all who have
come to the fifties hear the trumpet .

of jubilee that I now blow. That was
the allusion made by Mr. Toplady, the
great hymnologist, when he wrote:

"Blow ye the trumpet,, blow
The gladly solemn sound;

Let all (he nations know.
To earth's remotest bound.

The year of jubilee is come;
" Return, ye ransomed sinners, home.(

"Te who have sold for naught
Your heritage above

Shall have it back unbought.
The gift of Jesus' love.

The year of jubilee has come;
Return, ye ransomed sinners, home."

My sermon next accosts the sixties.
The beginning of that decade is more
startling than any other. In his
chronological journey the man rides
rather smoothly over the figtfres 2

and 3 and 4 an 5, but the figure 6
gives him a big jolt. He says: "It
cannot be that I am CO. Let me ex-

amine the old family record. I guess
they made a mistake. They got my
name down wrong in the roll of
births." But, no, the older brothers
or sisters remember the time of his
advent, and there is some relative a
year older and another relative a
year younger, and, sure enough, the
fact- - is established beyond all dis-

putation. Sixty! Now your great
danger is the temptation to fold up

faculties and quit. You will feel
tendency to reminiscence. If you

do not look out, you will begin al-

most everything with the words:
"When I was a boy." But you ought
to make the sixties more memorable
for God and the truth than the fifties
or the forties or the thirtie's. You
ought-t-o do more during the next ten
years than you did in any 30 years
of your life, because of all the expe-"- "

rienee you have iiacl. You have com-
mitted enough mistakes in life to
make you wise above your juniors.
Now, under . the accumulated light
of your past experimenting, go to
work for God as never before. When
a man in the sixties folds up his en-
ergy and feels he has done enough,
it is the devil of indolence to which
he is surrendering, and God generally
takes the man at his word and lets
him die right away. His brain, that
under the tension-o- f hard work is ac-

tive, now suddenly shrivels. Men,
whether they retire from secular or
religious work, generally retire to
the grave. No well man has a right
to retire. The" world was made to
work. There remaineth a rest for
the people of God,- - but it is in a
sphere beyond the reach of tele-
scopes.

My subject next accosts those in the
seventies and beyond. My word to
them is congratulation. Y'ou have got
nearly if not quite through. You have
safely crossed the sea of life and are
about to enter the harbor. You have
fought at Gett3sburg, and the war is
over here and there a skirmish with
the remaining sin of your own heart
and the sin of the world, but I guess
you are abouf done. There may be
some work for you yet on a small or
Large scale. Bismarck, of Germany, vig-
orous in the eighties. The prime minis-
ter of England strong at 72, Haydn
composing his oratorio, "The Crea-
tion," at 70 years of age. Isocrates
doing some of his best work at 74.
Plato busy thinking for all succeeding
centuries at 81. Noah Webster, after
making his world renowned dictionary,
hard at work until 85 years old. Rev.
Daniel Waldo praying in my pulpit at
100 years of age. Humboldt producing
the immortal "Cosmos" at 76yearSi' --

William Blake at 67 learning Italian so
as to read Dante in the original. Lord
Cockbu'rn at 87 writing his best treat-
ise. John Wesley stirring great audi-
ences at 85. William C. Bryant, with-
out spectacles, reading in rdy house
"Thanatopsis" at 83 years of age.
Christian men and women in all

serving God after becoming
septuagenarians and octogenarians
and nonagenarians prove that there
are possibilities of work for the aged,
but I think you who are passingthe sev-- '

enties are near being through.
But the most of you will never

reach the eighties or the seventies or
the sixties or the fifties or the forties.
He who passes into the forties has
gone far beyond the average of hu- - ;

man life. Amid the uncertainties
take God through Jesus Christ as '

vour present and eternal safety. The
longest life is only a small fragment
of the great eternity. We "Jill all of
us soon be there.
Eternity, how r.ear it rolls!
Count the vast valu? of souls.
Be ware and' cour.t the awful cost.
Whu iney hav; gained nhose sculs .r .
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