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THE CROSS OF CHRIST

To ithe Unbeliever It Is Foolishness, But to the Believing It Is the Power of God.

Sermon bty the ““Highway and Byway’’ Preacher.

(Copyright, 1903, by }J. M. Edson.)

1903
the preaching of the cross
1a to them that are perishing foolishness;
but unto us which are being saved It is
the powsr of God.”'—1 Cor. 1:18,
OD has given to the
world a Saviour.
He gave because
of the world's need.
But the world has
been divided in its
reception of the
gift. To those who
are perishing the
gift is foolishness;
to those who are
being saved it 1s
the power of God.
The =ty of the
cross of Christ is
simple and Yyet
profound. Paul
was sent to “"preach the Gosp:l; not in
words. lest the cross of

Chicago, Sunday,
Text: “For

wisdom of

Christ should be made void.” And it |
is this simple old story of the cross |
which we want to prociaim that there- |
by perhaps some may be delivered from |
their folly and come to see and know
in the cross the power of God. To those
who have experienced salvation and
thus have come to know God's merci-
ful provision for mankind in His plan
of redemption, it seems stiange that
there should be those who fail to un-
derstand God or realize their need of
redemption. And yet such there are. |
It is a condition and rot a theory which
we ueet. On every hand there are
found those who for reasons which are
manifold do not come to a knowledge
of the truth. Skepticism and unbelief
distort the cross and make God's mar-
velous plan of salvatiocn appear unreal
and foolish. The finite mind of man
tries to reason out and understand the
infinite God; he exercises his own wis-
dom and evolves his own theories as to
(tod and His methods with man. Per- |
ishing in the very presence of the cross '
becausge unbelief will not give a true |
vision of the soul's need and of the
crucified Lord, even as many perished |
in the wilderness hecanse they would |
not turn their eyves to the brazen serpent
which Moses held up, a type of the |
Christ. ‘
+ VEN as the brazen serpent marked |

— the line of separation between the |
dead and the living, so the cross of)|
Christ marks the division of humanity |
to-day, between the perishing and the
being saved. This division was strik-
ingly set forth upon the very day of the
crucifixion, when bhetween the two
thieves the Christ was placed. To one
thief the ¢ross of Christ meant the
power of God which was able to deliver
his soul from a worse éeath than that
into which his body was sinking, and the |
Saviour’s promise came (o cheer his/
heart in the terrible hour: *This day

ehalt thou be with Me in paradise.”

But to the other thief came no such re-|
assuring message, for his heart of un-
belief shut out the irae vision of the

cross of Christ and made it appear as
foolishness unto hin.. And the line of
separation which existed between these
two sinners has coniinued down to this
day. The c¢reoss of Christ continues to

those who are perishing, fcolishness,
but unto those being saved it is still the

power of God unto =alsation. It is tha

difference between light and darkness; |
life apd death. On one side the eternal

blessing of God and His Christ is being
ghed forth and on the other is found the
deep shadow of His judegment. To those |
standing in the light of the glory of that
cross the power of God is known and

felt, but where the darw.nes= and shad-

ow are, there the cross appears as fool-
fshness. While the soul i carrying the

burden of sin the power of the cross is

not felt, bnt when the burden of sin
rolls into the grave at its foot, then the
soul knows what God has wrought

through that cross for him. It is no
longer foolishness, but power and wis-
domaDivine.

FI"HE cross of Christ is the power and

wisdom of God breause of its ne-
cessily. The sin of the world could not
be atoned for in any other way, for‘
“without the shedding of blood is no re-
mission.” Jesus declared of Hin‘.:-:t!‘Ifj
that “as Moses lifted up the serpent in |
the wilderness, so must the Son of Man
be lifted up., that whosoever believeth |
in Him should rnot perish but have eter- |
nal life." God'a justice demanded the |
punishment of sin. God's mercy pm-“
vided a sacrifice for sin. The cross re- |
veals the power of God. The one su- |
preme thought of God threugh ithe ages |
was the redemption of man, and His |
mighty power and resources */ere exert-
ed in and throngh man to Lue accom-
plishment of this “great salvation.” The |
cross reveals the wisdom of God. He
planned from the foundation of the
world for the redemption of man. And]
how marvelously He has wrought out |
His plans through the ages. Only the|
infinite wisdom of a great God could |
bring them to successful (-nlminntion.’
The cross of Christ reveals the love of
God. That wonderful sixteenth verse |
of the third chapter of Johnu deciares |
that “God so loved.” His Jove was so
immeasurably greatl that the best gift He
could ofier was none too good for Him
to give, and so He gave His only be-
gotten Son. Some one has said that
it there is any tright side to huvman sin,
it 1s that it serves as a background on
which God can paiot with rainbow
brightness the cplors of His grace and
love: it is that 1L serves to bring out
beauties in the Divine character which
possibly we could pot know {f we bhad
no! rebelled against Him. Ohb, the love
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HE cross came as the culmination

of Jesus' life. It was that for
which He was born. It was the fruition
of His victory over sin. “He was in
all points tempted as we are, vet with-
our sin.” At His transflguration He
was ready, as far as He Himself was
concerned, Lo return to Heaven. He
nad won Heaven by a sinless life. But
in His conversation with Moses and
Elias He talked of His coming de-
cease, His substitutionary death. He
set His face steadfastly towards the
cross, that His sinless life might be
made the pover of God unto salvation,
When Peler woula rebuke Him for de-
claring that He must die for them, He
tells him to “Get thee behind me, Sa-
tan, for thou savorest not the things
of God.” Of what avail that sinless

life, of whal benefit to the human race |

lost through sin, if as the Lamb of
God withoult spot or biemish He did
not shed His precious biecod for the
sin of the whole world. And by His
sacrifice what a trAnsformation
wrought! His blood able to cleanse
from all =in Red blood to make the

| black robes of sin white. SaysAlexander

“It is like some apparent
magic that youn can sce per-
formed 1n some of our dye-works now-
There i3 noiniugz else that will
toueh my gutlt except that one great
offered once for ail for a
world’s sins, for your sins and mine.
There is nothing else that will de-
liver me from the dominion of my own
evil, except the power of the life and
Jesus Christ planted in my
heart, and there bringing forth
iruits of righteousness. 'There is an
legend which says that the only
thing that covld melt adamant was
the blood of a pure lamb. I believe
that the one power which brings for-
giveness—and forgiveness is not mere
impunity—is the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ. And I know that the one pow-
er, which, transfused into a man's life,
can make him live soberly, rizghteously
and godly is that blood which is the
life of Christ Ilimself imparied to us.
So, then, that which no man can do for
himself, and no man can do for any
others, and without which all else that
is done by us for ourselves or for oth-
ers is inadeguate to the necessities of
the ecase, is done, blessed be God! for
ns in that shed blood of Him who in
death bore the sins of, and in life im-
parts righteousness 1{o, the whole
world "™ —_

Mclaren:

T IS this culmination on the cross

to wiich the soul must look for
cleansing from sin, and salvation from
its consequences. We may sing of His
birth, we rejoice because of His
trinmphs over sin and sickness, and
the designs of wicked men, but we
must glory in the ¢ross, for It is our
hope. Pzui exclaims: “God forbis that
I should zlory, save in the cross of
our Lord Jesus Chiist.” And this, too,
must be theme of our rejricing.
Tkat which appears as foolishness to
the world is the evidence to the heart
of the believer of the power of God.
And as rreialed to (be believer, of what
does thi= nower consist? It is more
than a saving power manifested in
the redcemed soul. If. after ccnver-
sicn, man wilh a lendeney to sin conld
ge taken al once into Heaven he
would, perhaps. need nothing more
than the salvation of his soul, but, sur-
rounda2id, as he is here., with {>mnia-
tions and triale and diffieulties., he
needs a heeping power in aadition to
the saving power which gave him his
first song as he united with the angels
in the glad song of another sinner who
had repented. God does not leave man
to struggzle on alone. His power
manifested in behalf of His followers
at all timnes. The intimate relation-
ship of father to child is sustained be-
tween God and His  children. The
one who knows not the “power of God
unto salvation™ finds it hard to un-
derstand the keeping and sustaining
power of God. But with salvation
comes a growing sense of the other.
And these are they who are bheing
saved day by day, and who have a
sense of ihe power of God.

may
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UT the preaching cf the “cross is
to them (kat are perishing foolish-
It is such not because it is an
unreasonable Gospel, for it is “worthy
of a!l acceptation,” but because man
finds it more convenient for his pres=-
ent desircc and ambitions 1o put away
the claims of the cross upcn him. A
reasonable Gospel must be given a rea-
sopable hearing. «ed is ready always
to meet every soul and by His convict-
ing and convineing Spirit reveal the
truths of this Gospel. The cross
means a changed heari and life, and
this is what man in his sinfulness and
selfishness schrinks from. But man,
though he characterize the preaching
of the cross of Christ as foolishness,
canpnot escape the claims of that cross
upon him. The dea‘h of Jesus Christ
has lhenre.iga’,ly wiped away the sin
of the world. If the world to-dav—
every living being—would turn to the
Christ for cleansing the fountain of
blood opencd on Calvary's brow woulid
be snfficient to wipe away all sin. And
because tiie sacrifice of Jesus (akes
in the whole world 1t gives Him a
claim upon it which capnot be denied
or set aside. This claim is reasonabley
first of all, voecause man is w|ade not
for time, bul eterrity, and oniy through
the power of the ¢ross can man at-
tain ihe privileges and blessings of
the eternal exlsiecce with God. 1In ihe
second place, there is nolhiug which
the world can give which will satigfy
the soul of man. Imagine a big, siruag,

He |

' the world.

the |

|is to them that are perishing foolish-

healthy man from day lo dGay trying to !

satisfy his stomach, which was cry-
ing for solid foods, with weak gruels.
He might fill his belly to the point of
bursting with such food, but he would
not feel satisfied. So it is with man
who is trying to satisfly himself with
the things of this life. He may stuff
to painful excess, but he will never be
satisfied. There has vet to be found
in this world the soul which has found
it possible to know perfect satisfaction
by the pcssession or enjoyment of
what this world can zive. But Ced
can satisfly, and His Gospel can fill
the unsatisfied heart and life. The vie
sion of the cross can £ive a new in-
spiration and hope which will not dim
throughout all eternity. For these {wo
reasons, then, the Gospel is a reason-
able Gospel. Because it iz the only
way by which mian may gain eternal
blies, for which he is intended by God,
and because the Gospel is the only
thing which can salisfy In this life or
the life to come.

HE preaching of the cross of

Christ is not foolishness because it
unfits for the right activities and the
bearing of responsibilities of this life.
Somehow, the idea has gotten abroad
and fastened itsclf 1o the minds of a
great many people that to let the cross
of Christ rule in the life means that busi-

ness success and ability to mingle i
the affairs of men will be curtailed if
not blasted. But tru2 success cannot,
nor can the highest wisdom in secular
things, be found apart from God.
seph found it so in Egypt and becamea
the greatest statesman and most bril-
liant natioral executor and manager in
David may be cited—vie-
torious general, wise ruler, mighty
king. Daniel in the heathen court of

| the Babrlonian king is another exam-

Jo—|

ple of what God 2an do through a con-
gecrated, obedient servant. Never did
Satan coin a bigger falsehood or en-
deavor to give it wider currency than
that man if he would make a succesa
of his life must leave God out of the
reckoning. It is fatal and dangerous
allacy which has carried thousands
upon thousands of souls upon the rocks
of destruction. The cross of Christ '
gives one his proper bearings, it puta
into right relationships with God and
man, and fits for and leads to a success
which can only be measured by eterni-
ty. What bitter disappointment comes
to the soul which, counting the cross
of Christ as foolishness and Dbending
every energy and activity towards
the gaining of some earthly goal, finds .
at last that the coveted prize is but
a gilded bauble! Yet there are thou-
sands and tens of thousands who meet
just such sad disappointment. Had
they not despised the cross of Christ,
had they not rejected the reasonable
claims of God and His Christ, they
wonld have found in this life abiding '
satisfaction and success, and would |
have possessed a hope for the future
life which would have been as cheer-
ing as tke beacon light is to the mari-
ner as he sails the treacherous seas.

OW can we arouse perishing souls

and bring them to realize that the
cross of Christ is the power of God unto
salvation, and not foolishness, as they
have supposed? Not by argument. Not '
by trying to satisfy all the doubts and
questions which arise and obscure the
main point at issue, namely, that man |
needs salvation and has been given a
Saviour. One man with whom 1 talked, |
who professed to believe that the cross
of Christ was foolishness, wanted to dis- |
cuss the question of the inspiration of
thie Scriptures, the matter of miracles,
the account of the creation, with spe-
cial reference to Adam and Eve and the
Garden of Eden experiences, and finally |
he wanted to compare the writings of
Zoroaster, Confucius, Buddha, ete., with
the Bible. It was hard work trylng io
keep him pointed to the crucified Lord.
But that is where he needs to look be- ]
fore he can get all the other tangles
straightened out. It is the only starting |
point for the sinner, and if you cannot

| effort and your argument are wasted.

Yea, verlly, the “preaching of the cross |

ness,” but nevertheless it is the truth
of God and will prevail. With Paul we
must say: “I am not ashamed of the
Gospel of Christ, for it is the power of
God unto salvation to every one that
believeth,” and we must preach that
and nothing else to the sinner, for that
is the only message which will bring
him to the light and save his soul.
The cross of Christ! Oh, that the werld
might look to it for deliverance from
sin! It is the crucified Lord which
should inspire the heart to song and
hold the eternal gratitude of the
cleansed and redeemed soul.

“Oh, what is thy Beloved?
They oft inquire of me;
And what is my Beloved
So passing falr 1 see?
Is it the Heavenly splendor
In which He shines above?
His riches, and dominions,
That won my heart's best love?

“0Qh, no! "tis not His glories;
He's worthy of them all?

‘Tis not the throne and scepter
Before which angels fali!

I view with heart exulting
Each ¢rown HIs head adorns;

But, oh, He looks most Jovely,
Wearing His crown of thorns.

“I'm glad to see His raiment
Than snow more spotless white,
tefulgent with its brightneas,
More dazzling than-the light;
But more surpassing lovely
His form appears to me,
When stripped, and scourged, and bleeding,
He hung upen the tree.

*“Though higher than the kizhest,
Moest mighty King Thou art,

Thy grace and not Thy greatness,
First touched my rebel heart;

Thy sword it might have siain me, .
Thine arrows drunk my bleed;

But 'twas Thy cross subdued ma
And won my heart (o God.

“Thy scepter rules creation,
TEy wounded hand rules me;
All bow before Thy footstool,
1 but the nail prints see;
Aloud they sound Thy titles,
Thou Lord of lords moss high;
One thrilling thought absathbs me-~
This Lord fir e did Les”

| ehant
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HIS ANNUAL MESSAGE

President Roosevelt’s Communica-
tion to National Law Makers,

SUBJECTS OF IMPORTANCE

Control of the Trusts—Fraunds of Va-
rions KHinds—The Isthmian Canal
and Panamn Revolation—The Mer-
chant Marine—Our Insular Poxses=
sicns—Foreign Nelations.

President Roosevelt’s annual mes=age to
congress (deals largely with a few Impor-
tant questions, leaving those of minor in-
tecrest to the annual reports of the execu-
tive department heads. N

The first subject to receive attention at
the hands of the piresident Is that of the
trusts In connection with the operations
¢f the department of commerce and labor
and the bureau of corporations. Of the
results which this bureau will accomplish
he says:

“The preliminary work of the bureau of
corporations in the department has shown
the wisdom of [ts creaflon. Publicity in
corporate affairs will tend to do away with
ignorance, and will afford facts upon which
Inteliigent action may be taken, System-
atie, Intelligent investigation |s already de-
veloping facts the knowledge of which is
es=ential to a right understanding of the
needs and duties of the business worid.
The corporation which is honestly and
fairly organized, whose managers in the
conduct of jis business recognize their
obiigation to deal squarely with thelr
stockholders, thelr competitors and the
Ppuablle, has nothing to fear from such
supervision. The purpose of this bureau
is not to embarrass or assall legitimate
business, but to aid In bringing about a
better Industrial condltion—a condition
under which there shall be obedience 1o
law and recognition of public obligation
by all corporations, great or smail."

Capital and Labor,

On the subject of capital and labor the
president savs:

“The consistent peolicy of the national
government, so far as it has the power,

| s to hold in check the unscrupulous man,

whether employer or employe. but to re-
fuse 10 weaken individual Initiatiye or to
hamper or cramp the industrial develop-
ment of the country. We recognize that
this Is an éra of federation and combina-
tion, In which great capitalistic corpora-
tions and labor unions have become fac-
tors of iremendous Importance in all in-
dustrial centers, Hearty recognition is
given the far-reaching, Leneficent work
which has been accompiished through both
corporations and unlons, and the line as
between different corporations, as between
different unions, is dra®n as it is between

, different indi\.'l-jun‘.-s: that i=, It is drawn

on conduct, the effert being to treat both
crganized capital arnd organized Jabor
allke; asking nothing save that the inter-
est of each shall be brought Into harmony
with the interest of the general public, and
that the conduct of each shall conform to
the fundamental rules of obedience to
law, of individual freedom, and of justice
and falr dealing towards all, Whenever
either corporation, labor unlon, or individ-
ual disregards the law or acts in a spirit
of arbitrary or tyrannous interference with
the righis of others, whether corporations
or individuals then where the federal! gov-
ernment has jurisdiction, it will see to it
that the misconduct is stopped, paying
not the slightest heed to the position or
power of the corporation, the union or the
individual, but only to one vital fact—that
is, the question wiiether or not the conduct

i of the individual or aggregate of individ-

uals is In accordance with the law of the
and. Every man must be guaranteed his
liberty and his right to do as he likes with
his property or his labor, so long as he does
not infringe the rights of others. No man
Is above the law and no man i= below it3
nor do we ask any man'a permission when
we require him to obey it Obedience to
the law Iz demanded as a right; not asked
as a favor.”
The Merchant Marine,

The president does not believe that any
financial legislation is needed or advisable
at this time. On the subject of the mer-
marine he ask® that a commission
consisting of the secretary of the navy,
postmaster general and secretary of eom-
and Iabor be appointed to Investi-
gate its needs and report to congress de-
sirable legisiation. He belleves in stop-
ping undesirable Immigration, but makes
no specific recommendations. He refers
to the naturalization frauds being perpe-
trated In the large clties especially, and
asks that a way be found to stop them.
He recommends that appropriations made
for the purpose of enabling the atiornsy
general to prosccute the violations of the
anti-trust laws be extendsd to include all
violations of national laws, including nat-
uralization frauds, the poestal and public
land frauds,

He refers to =leps now being taken by
the state department for making bribery
en extraditablie offense, and In connection
with this the president says:

“The exposures and prosecuillons of cffi-
clal corruption in St. Louls, Mo, and other

| eities and states have resulted In a2 num-

ber of givers and takers of bribes beecoming
fugitives in forelgn lands. Bribcry has
not been included in exiradition {reaties
herctofore. as the necessity for it has not
arisen. While there may have been as
much official corruption in former yvears,

! ) - | there has been more developed and brought
get him to look in that direction, your i
|

to light in the immediate past than in the

receding century of our countiry shistory.
t should be the policy of the 1Tnitesd States
to leave no place on earth where a cor-
man fleeing from this country can
rest In pzace. There Is no rcason why
bribery should ngt be included in ail trea-
ties as extraditable.”

The Alnskan Boundary.

In connection with the Alaskan boundary
declision the president reviews the history
of the case jeading up to the appointment
of the tribunal, lts ses=ions and decision,
pronounces the
tory, and says:

resuit entirely satisfac-

The result [s satisfactory in every way.
It 15 of great material advantage to
our pecple in the far northwest. It has re-
moved from the field of dlscussion and
possible danger a question liable to be-
come more acutely accentuated with each
passing year. Finally, it has furnished
a signal proof of the fairness and good

{ wiil with which two friendly natlons can

approach and determine iszues Involving
national s=overeignty and by their na-
ture [ncapable of .submlssion to a third
power for adjudication.

“The award ie seif-exccuting on the vital
pointa. To make it effective as regards
the otners, it only remains for the two
governments to appoint, each on its own
behalf, one or more scientific experts, who
skhall, with all convenient speed, proceed
together to lay down the boundary line
in accordance with the decizion of the ma-
jorlty of the tribunal. [ recommend that
the congress make adeqguate provision for
the appointment, compen=ation and ex-
peenses of the members.to serve on this
Joint boundary commission on the part of
the United States.”’

A review of the Venezuelan case is given
and its amicable adjustment tNrough the
efforts of this country, and the statement
made that the adjusiment by arbitration
of this di=spute has materially helped the
cause of International arbitration. He says
our relatlons with Turkey are friendly,
and clalms against that government are in
process of adjustment. He calls attention
to the signing of a new commercial treaty
with China on October 8 which shouild give
10 our commerce an impetus in that em-
pire, though he says the full meaasure of
deveiopment cannot be looked for until the
present abnormal conditions are settied.

He strongly advocates the extension of
the rural free delivery system as rapldiy
as possible, He recommends government
fssistance for the Loul=fana Purchaseand

Lewis and Clark expositions, and such leg-

{slation as will tend to the fuller develap-
ment of Alaska, especially in regard to the
land laws,

Insular Possessions.

In connection with our insular posses-
slons he recommends an appropriation for
the building of lighthouses in Hawaii and
the .payment for those already built by
the island fovemmen:. He asks that the
governor of Hawall be empowered to dis-
charge officials appointed by him without
submitting the matter to the legislature.
He reports steady progress being made
in both Forto Rico and the Philippines, and

asks for the latter new tariff arrange-
ments,

He belleves that new laws are needed In

nnection with the administration of the

ubiic lands, and wants them heid, 5o far
as possihle for the home builder. He re-
ports :md}' progress being made in irrl-
gation In Lthe west under theirrigation law,
and does not belléeve new legislation along
this line 1s needed now. He urges the con-
tinuation of the work of forest preserva-
tion, and the reservation of the public
lands lying about the headwaters of the
weslern streams,

He notes the Increase In the number of
government employes under the civil serv-
fce rules, and pronounces the results ad-
vantageous to the government. In con-
nection with the army he recommends the
srocurlng of suitable maneuver grounds in

ifferent sections of the country, and some
provision that will enable the department
t0 recognize merit in making promotions
wherse such are deserved. For the navy he
wants a naval base established in the Phil-
Ippines without unnecessary delay, and

general staff along lines similar to those
of the army.
The Isthmian Cannal.

More attention is given the isthmian
canal and the Panama revolution than to
any other subject. The legislation leading
up to the present condition is discussed
and reviewed. He sees no necessity for
reverting to the Nicaraguan route, and
Eronou::ces present conditions ripe for the
ullding of the Panama canal, and in this
connection says:

“When the congress directed that we
should take the Panama route under treaty
with Colombia, the essence of the condi-
tion, of course, referred not to the govern-
ment which contrelled that route, but to
the route itself; to the territory across
which the route lay, not to the name which
for the moment the territory bore on the
map. The purpose of the law was (0 au-
thorize the president to make a treaty
with the power in actual control of the
isthmus of Panama. This purpose has
been fuifilled.”

He reviews the relat'ons of this govern-
ment with Colombia relatlve to the mat-
ter of transit across the isthmus from the
time of the slgning of the treaty guaran-
teeing right of way of transit across the
isthmus to the citizens of this country,
1546, doewn to the present time. For an in-
terpretation of the meaning of the treaty
he quotes from the state papers of previous
governmeni offictals, Including Secretary
Cass and Secretary Seward. Says we are
under obligations to the world to build the
canal; notes the repudiation of the canal
trenty by Colombla and says:

“Nevertheless the government of Colom-
bia not merely repudiated the treaty, but
repudiated it In such manner as to make
it evidernt by the time the Colombian con-
gress adjournsd that not the scantiest hopa
remained of ever getling a satisfactory
treaty from them. The government of
Colombia made the treaty, and yet when
the Colombian congress was called to rat-
fy it the vote against ratification was
unanimous. It does not appear that the
government mades any real effort to secure
ratification.”™

The Pannmn Revolution.

He reviews the incidents of the Panama
revolution, and says the actlon of the
United States was In accordance with the
terms of the (reaty guaranteeing peace-
able transit across the Isthmus, and could
not have been otherwise. IHe reviews at
considerable jength the disturbances that
have occurred in Panamna since 1347, and
the efforts of thae United States to prescrve
the rights guaranteed its citizens by treaty
and says: i

“In short. the experience of over half a
century has shown Colombia to be utterly
incapable of keeping order on the isthmus,
Only the active interference of the United
States has enabled her to preserve so much
as a semblance of sovereignty. Had it
not been for the exercise by the Unlited
Statea of the police power In her interest,
her connection with the isthmus would
have been sundered long ago. In 1856, in
1860, in 1873, In 1585, in 1%01, and again in
1902, saliors and marines from United
States warships were forced to land In or-
der to patrol the isthmus, to protect life
and property, and to see that the transit
across the isthmus was kept open. In 1861,
in 1862, in 1885, and in 190, the Colombian
government asked that the United States
government would land troops to protect
its Interests and malntain crder on the
isthmus.”™

Colombia's Lantest Proposition.

“Knowing that revolutlon has already
commenced in Panama [an eminent Co-
lomblan] says that if the government of
the United States will land troops to pre-
serve (Colomblan sovereignty, and the
transit, if requested by Colombian charge
d'affaires, thls government will declare
mertial Jaw; and, by virtue of vested con-
stitutional authority, when public order
is disturbed, wlll approve by decree the

| ratification of the canal treaty as signed;

or, if the govirnment of the United States
prefers, will call extra session of the con-
gress—with new and {riendly members—
next May to approve the treaiy. [An emi-
nent Colombian) has the perfect confidence
of vice president, he says, and if It became
necessary wiil go to the {sthmus or send
representative there to adjust matters
along above lines to the satisfaction of
the people there."

This dispatch Is noteworthy from two
standpoints. Its offer of immediately
guaranteeing the treaty to us is in sharp
contrast wit the positive and contempt-
uous refusal of the congress which has just
closed its sessions to consider favorably
such a treaty; it shows that the govern-
ment which made the treaty really had ab-
solute control over the situation, but did
not choose to exercise this control. The
dispatch further calls on us to restore or-
der and secure Coiombian supremacy in
theisthmus from which the Colombian gov-
ernment has just by Its action decided to
bar us by preventing the construction of
the canal.

Cons!dering the canal question in all its
phases, and the inabilify of Ceolombia to
maintain order on the isthmus, and its
repudiation of the canal treaty which would
have guaranteed perrnanent peace there,
the presldent says:

“Under such circumstances the govern-
ment of the United States would have been
gullty of folly and weakness, amounting
in their sum to a crime against the nation,
had it acted otherwise than it did when
the revolution of November 3 last took

lace in Panama. This great enterprise of

uilding the interoceanic canal cannot bs
held up to gratify the whims, or out of
respect to the governmental impotence,
or to the even more sin!ster and evil polit-

i feal pecullarities, of people who, though

they dwell afar off, yvet, against the wish
of the actual dwellers on the isthmus, as-
sert an unreal supremacy over the terri-
tory. The possession of aterritory fraught
with such peculfar capacities as the isth-
mus in question carries with it obligations
to mankind. The course of events has
shown that this canal cannot be built by
private eénterprise, or by any oiher nation
than our own; therefore it must be bulilt
by the United States.”

The New Canal Treaty.

He refers to the new canal trealy recent-
ly made with Panama, which he submits
with the message, and says of 1t:

“By the provisions of the treaty the
United States guarantees and wiil main-
tain the independence of the republic of
Panama. There is granted to the Uniled
States in perpetuity the use, cccupation
and control of a sirip ren miles wide and
extending three nautical miles Into The
sea at either terminal, with all lands Ilyving
ouiside of the zone necessary for the con-
struction of the canal or for its auxillary
works, and with the islands in the bay of
Panama. The cities of Panama and Colon
are not embraced in the canal zone, but
the United States assumes their sanitation
and, in case of need, tRe maintenance of
order therein; the United States enjoys
within the granted limits all the rights,
power and autherity which it would pos-
sess were it the soverelgn of the territory
to the exciusion of the exerclise of sover-
eign rights by the republic. All rallway
and canal property rights belonging to
Panama and needed for the canal pass to
the United States, including any property
of the respective companies In the cities
of Panama and Colan; the works, property
and personnel of the canal and raiiways
are exempted from taxation as well in the
citles of Panama and Colon as in the canal
gone and its dependencies. Free immigra-
tion ef the personnel and Importation of
supplies for the construction and operation
of the canal are granted. Provision is
made for the use. of military force and the
pullding of fortifications by the United
States for the protection of 1he transit.
In other details, particularly as to the ac-
quisition of the interests of the New Pan-
ama Canzl company and the Panama rail-
way by the United States and thg con-
demnation of private property for thke
uses of the canal. the stipulations of the
Hay-Herran treaty are ciosely followed,
while the compensation to be given for
these enlarged grants remains the same,
bejing $19,000,000 Sn:‘ab:e on exchange of
ratifications; and, beginning nine vyears
tfom (hat date, an anmual payment of
3$250,000 during the life of the convention.”
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Tennessee Seed Cotton.
There is hardly a farmer in the
South who has not read or heard

about the ravages of the boll weevil,

. which has spread over the State of

| Texas with such wonderful rapidity,
causing the destruction of thou-

! sands of bales of cotton and making
recommends the establishment of a naval '

it difficult to cultivate the fleecy sta-
ple over great sections of that State,
From present indications this pest
will soon spread into many other
| Southern States. A good deal of
money has been expended by the
State of Texas and the United
States government has sent a force
of experts there to study the life
history of the boll weevil and see if
some means of combating its ravages
cannot be discovered. So far the re-

couraging, and it would seem now
that one of the few feasible means
of checkmating it is through the
growth of early maturing varieties
of cotton.

It is a well known fact that as we
travel northward the ripening period
of all crops decreases. This is true
of Indian corn, sorghum, cow peas,
cotion and all other farm crops.
There is a northern boundary beyvond

found for all practical purposes in
Tennessee. As the cotton produced
in Tennessee matures in a shorter
period than that produced in Texas,
and one of the best means of combat-
ing the ravages of the boll weevil is
through the use of early maturing
~varieties, there is now opening up a
golden opportunity for the produe-
tion of seed cotton by Tennessce
farmers to supply the regions lving
to the south with early maturing va-
rieties, = That this opportunity is

by the fact that seeds of various ce-
real crops when carried southward
do not mature after the first year as

year it takes the crop practically as
long to mature as that produced
from home-grown sced. Thus the
market is likely to be a permanent
one, unless some other means of sue-
cesefully combating the ravages of
the boll weevil is discovered, which
does not seem likely at the present
time.

of seed cotton to supply the needs of
Southern planters in the arca affect-
ed, and that they are anxious to se-
cure Tennessee seed is evidenced by

planatory :
Shreveport, La.
Dear Sir—I am looking about where
I might buy somewhere in your State
a carload of cottonseed for planting
purposes to evade, as much as possi-

weevil: that is, I am after some Kkind
of early maturing cotton witn a staple

gixteenths over one inch in length.

nessee Gold Dust, or that named King,
are early cottons, but know nothing
about the quality of the lint. If pos-
sible, will you be so kind and direct
me to parties, possibly located near
Memphis, from whom I might obtain
this seed, or any other kind which
vou know will fill my biil, or has de-
sirable qualities?

This is but one of many of similar

newspapers to publish this letter for
the benefit of the farmers who may

varieties for sale.
that they could secure a good round

and as much of it has already been
gold to the oil mills, and it is likely
that the balance will soon follow, it
is important that the farmers be no-
tified of this opportunity to dispose
of their cotton seed under the most
favorably auspices. _
Axprew M. SOULE,
Diractor Tenn. Experiment Station.

November Crop Report.

State Commissioner of Agricul-
tare W. W. Ogilvie gave out the No-
vember crop reporf, which is the last
of the yvear. Wheat, acreage sown,
71 per cent.: winter oats, acreage
sown, 5 per cent.; rye, acreage
sown, 73 per cent.; corn, yield, 83
per cent. ; corn, bushels per acre, 28;

pounds per acre, 485.
Insurance Committee Call.
State Insurance Commissioner
Felk, chairman of the special com-
mittee appointed at the recent con-
veniion of national insurance com-
missioners held in Boston, has issued
a call for the committee to meect in
Washington during the present
t week. The special committee was
apointed to bring to the attention of
congress the necessity of legislation
to deny the use of the mails to bogus
insurance companies and thus kill at
one blow “wild cat” insurance.

sults have been anything but en- |

the following ltter, which is self-ex- |

|
|

Tax Aggregates for 1903.

Comptroller King has just find
ished a compilation of the tax aggre«
gates for the State for 1903, The
figures show a healthy increase in
valuation in nearly all sections. The
totals by grand divisions of the State
are as follows: KFast Tennessee,
acres 8,114,588, value $48,786,566;
number fown lots 77,063, value $35,-
327,206; value personal property
$15,267,153; total valuation for
Eats Tennessee $90,381,525. Mid-
dle Tennessee, acres 11,059,641, val-
ue $78,088,918: town lots 227,979,
value $48,059,328 ; personalty, $23,-
224,123 total valuation $139,572,-
369. West Tennessee, acres 6,409,-
382, value $46,141,979; town lots
42,106, value $43,703,721; person-
alty, $13,163,176; total valuation
$103,008,875. Grand total for the
State, $357,762,769, which yields a
State tax of $1,231,169.28. In 1902
the total valnation for the State was
$347,877,716, which yielded a tax of
$1,217,571.03. The assessed total

(24

| valuation of railroad, telephone and

|

not a passing one is well established |

| had

soon as they did in their northern |
home, and certainly after the second |

|
i

It will require an immense amount |

which a crop cannot be grown profit- |
ably, and in the case of cotton this 1s |
| last

price for the seed this vear if they |
will preserve it in good condition, |

cotton, yield, 62 per cemt.; coiton, |

ble, the damage inflicted by the boll |

measuring at least one-eighth to three- |

I am told that the variety named Ten- |

|

character that are being received at |
the experiment station, and it has
been deemed advisable to ask the

have cotton seed of known origin |
and true to name of early maturing | dead and some other members of the
It is quite likely | same family are dangerously ill.

f
r

telegraph companies is $60,753,644,
making a total assessed valuation in
the State of $412,516,413, which
will yield a State tax of $1,443,807.-
14,

Penitentiary Statistics.

The feature of the report of Siate
Treasurer Folk, which was issued
week, is the large gain
mada by the penitentiary commis-
sion during November. In the thir-
ty days the commission turned in
$89,946.87. The amount drawn out
by the commission for expenses was
$23.7719.62, leaving a net balance to
their credit of $66,147.25 for No-
vember alone. During the pear the
penitentiary commissioners have
turned into the treasury $195,000
more than has been drawn out for
operating expenses. Lasit year, up
to the same date, the ecommission
turned about $180,000 more
than was drawn out for operating
expenses, showing an increase for
this vear to date of $15,000.

Explosion in Roundhouse.

An explosion occurred at the
round house of the Cincinnati
Southern at Qakdale, last week, re-
sulting in serious injury to two men.
The compressed air tank blew up,
shaking a number of the buildings
almost from their foundations and
demolishing the electrie lighting ap-
paratus. Dorsey Carpenter and Red
Kittrel were badly injured and had
to be earried to a Chattanooga hos-
pital, where they could receive the
proper surgical treatment.

Middle Tennessee Millers.

At a meeting of Middle Tennes-
see millers, held at Tullahoma, a few
days since, preliminary steps toward
organization of the milling indus-
try were taken. Another meeting
will be held at Estill Springs on De-
cember 28, when permanent organi-
zation will be effected by the elee-
tion of officers.

Tennessee Central Through Service.

The Tennessee Ceniral has been
completed from Nashville fo Clarks-
ville. A through car service will
soon be started from Nashville,
through Clarksville, over the Ten-
nessee Central, {o both St. Louis and
Chiecago.

Fatal Milk Sickness.

Milk sickness has developed in
Monroe county for the first time in
thirty vears. Mrs. Joe Williams,
living three miles west of Madison-
ville, together with her bahy, are

Passing of Pensioners.

Reports made to the board of pen-
sion examiners show the rapidity
with which the veterans of the war
are passing away. During the last
quarter twenty pensioners died, and
since the last report, made early in
November, seven more have died.

Marketing Cotton Rapidly.

Cotton has been coming into mar-
ket at Jackson rapidly the past ten
days. A great many who held their
cotton for 11 cents are now furnin
it loose, realizing that much an
better for it. Most of the erop in
that section has been picked,

A Freak Hog.

Harrison Tate, of the Fifteenth
district of Hardeman county, killed
a hog last week with twenty-two toes,
six on each of the fore feet and five
on each of the hind feet.

David Stanley Recaptured.

David Stanley, who broke jail at
Huntsville in 1899, while his appeal
to the Supreme Couri was pending
in a case sentencing him to five vears
in prison for burglary, has been re-
captured at Jellico and carried to
Knoxville. He states that he has
never been further away than Wil-
liamsburg, Kv. His case may come
before the Supreme Court before it
adjourns, otherwise he will have an-
other year to wait in jail before the
case can be considered by the court.




