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ITllMESTfllNGi on'f Waste Your Feed
OBION VALLEY LAND DRAINAGE

Momentous Work of Reclamation Well Under Way One
Mile of Canal and Levee in Four Weeks.

Hundreds of Spectators From Every Part of West Tennessee Look on
and Wonder A Powerful Dredge Boat Manned by Five Men.

Last week, in company with Messrs. j allow the Weakley County people when

Henry Moss and Fred and John Dahnke, they organize their drainage work to

SAFE r list ail INTERUll Feed Gtiifa.
we visited the work now in progress by
the Obion Valley Land Drainage Com-

pany and saw for the first time the big

dredge boat and machinery in operation.
There have never been any misgiv-

ings or doubts with us about the ability
to accomplish 'these thing3. Whatever
has been done can be done again, and
no amount of dogged pessimism under
the sun can stand in the way. But the

reality of practical operation was a sur-

prise the method, the simplicity mora

It requires from 12 to 35 per cent less ground

grain to produce the same amount of beef,

pork, milk or horse power than when whole

grain is fed.

An' I. H. C. Feed Grinder and an Interna-

tional Engine makes an ideal combination.

The first time you are in town dropin and let
us show you.

SOLD BY
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than anything else, struck us with more
force than we had ever looked for.

Tt had alwavs occurred to us that the

THERE'S safety in a bank account, for the reason that it is

a clear signal of the future. It means that things are clear

ahead, and that your road is unobstructed. Make up your
mind not to travel another step if you havn't a bank account.

work of ditching and levying mus
necessarily be very slow and cumber
some. We have watched the work of

excavation for the foundation of big
buildings, but the idea of a house boat isdae SonOld National Bank

Union City, Tennessee .

with a crane on one end of it plough-

ing its way through the Jbottoms at hk
rate of a mile a month "got our goat.'!
The boat is 34 feet wide and nearly a

hundred feet in length. The boiler and"

machinery are of the compound type;

UNION CITY, TENN.

about 150-hors- e power, but the mostTO LOANMOM wonderful part of it is the crane and
dredarine aDDaratus. The big arm isL, Jl ON FARM LANDS.
suspended in front of the boat at some

thing like an angle of 45 degrees with

a carriage running through it on cogs
in the center up and down, and carry
ing a scoop, a huge' steel tub, swung
from the crane so as to plunge the

I am authorized to take applications for loans on lands in Obion and

Weakley Counties, Tennessee, and Fulton County, Kentucky. The terms and

conditions upon which this money will be loaned are most favorable to the

borrower. All or any part of a loan may be paid after one year, interest

Jbeing stopped on payments made. Loans are Made at 31 per cent.
Interest on ten years' time, or for shorter period if desired.

If you are considering a loan, it would be well to make application AT

ONCE.

mouth or teeth into the earth when it
is .lowered. One man handles the levers

that govern the course of the scoop,
either down into the canal or swinging
to either side of the canal when raised
to unload. Practically all of the dirt
is carried to the levee "side" of the canal,O. S P PLA O L i N

Attorney At L.&.W a & Union City, Tenn. in this case on the left. The bow of

the boat is provided with a' complement
of pulleys revolving sidewise, and these

pulleys drive the cables that operate the
crane and lift the scoop. The scoop has
a lid on the bottom which is closed

come through the levee at the head of
the canal, but this levee is to be used
until that work is started.

To the west or northwest of the main
canal is what is known as Mud Creek

bottom, over which it is impossible to

pass even in dry summer weather. A
latteral canal will be cut through this
bottom to enter into the main canal with
the natural fall of the ground. Another
latteral canal will be cut through Cane
Creek bottom still farther west not far
from Crittendon Grove. This will empty
into the Mud Creek canal. The main
canal will be cut to the line of the dis-

trict near Crockett before the present
contract is complete, and the work will

probably be finished in the spring.
Then the organization of District No. 1

of 18,000 acres, which is now in prog-

ress, will be ready for 'the beginning of
.work where the other is left off. This
work will continue with the main canal
and latterals until the Dyer line is

reached, and' then the Dyer County
people will be organized and ready to

carry it on. It is confidently expected
tbut the work, now only in its infancy,
will include all the overflow territory
through to the Mississippi River before
it stops. The people in the Fulton ter-

ritory are arranging to connect with the
present canal district through the North
Fork bottom.

The hundreds of people who visit the
dredge boat, every day are not only sur-

prised at (he simplicity of the under-

taking, but are thoroughly convinced,
those who give it much thought, that
the drainage of the Obion River bot-

toms under the present system will not
Only be" thorough and practical"but hat
the opeuing to cultivation of thousands
of acres of virgin soil, altogether 80,000
in the good county of Obion alone,
when completed, will revolutionize our
already rich farming country and make
it the agricultural paradise of the South.

No better proof of the fact that this
'work is practical and effectiv e can be had
than the ready sale of six per cent bonds

at par to do the work. Men with capital
are .ready to invest their money on these
drainage bonds as soon as the engineer
indorses the work. In some instance

they are willing to pay a premium.
It is calculated that theses lands will

not only be rich and fertile, but the
richest iands of the county, which is a

very broad statement. But men who
know state that the sediment carried
with the overflow and spread in these
bottoms will enrich the lands much
more than the properties of the native
so il.

These canals, running in straight lines,
with a fifteen-foo- t levee on the side, will

carry the water, it is estimated, four

times as swift as the river channel,, and
with such velocity downstream- - that
ovreflow will be practically impossible.
The canal also reduces the distance of

the flow of water one-thi- rd of the river
channel. Thus the overflow or the
backwater, which eddies and moves very
slowly, will be disposed of before it can

accumulate and the lands will be left

high and dry when the spring season
"comes on.

This work was for years the dream of

a pioneer, Uncle Billy Wilson, whose

grandson, T. O. Morris, is engaged in

its execution along with Geo. Dahnke,
F. J. Smith, J,. A. Coble and others,
who organized two or three years ogo,
and who are responsible for its inaugura-

tion, as now witnessed by hundreds of

visitors who have already seen the

dredging work in progress.
This will be to Obion County what no

other enterprie has ever been. It will

develop the country more rapidly than
it was ever opened and bring capital and

industry, not only of an agricultural
nature, but all kinds of investment and

enterprise, as well as civic, social and

0 when it descends, and when it is swungGENUINE TENNESSEE
Bunnr oats over on the levee or side of the canal

the lid is opened by the operator and
the dirt or mud and chanka sink down

through it. The scoop carries about
three cubic yards of dirt when it is

heaped over the top, and ordinarily re-

quires less than a minute of time for

each load. Of course the course of the
canal has to be cleared of the trees, and
the stumps loosened with dynamite, but
the dredge takes up the stumps and
drift altogether and swings" them over

over on the levee with the mud. The

machinery is powerful indeed to do this

. Last Words.

I shall decline to answer, in a con-

troversial way, Mr. Naylor's recent re-

ply to myself, only because I think it

unnecessary, and very probable that it

would not be edifying to the public and

would provoke further and useless con-

troversy. I am sure that our differ-

ences of opinions are perfectly honest

on both sides. Ifr may be that I am

wrong at some points, or it may be pos-

sible that both are correct, according to

different sources of information as dif-

ferent historians and biographers some-

times' differ about the same things or

fail to present them in the same light.
Besides I do not comment (I do not say

criticize, for I did not so intend it) on

Mr. Naylor's sketch of the life of Jeanne
d'Ark to provoke" a controversy or to

exploit a possible error, and my motive,
I hope, was clear to all.

Mr. Naylor's adverse criticism on my
article was entirely welcome, as my

statements, opinions or allusions are

always open to criticism and correction,
and I shall always try to profit thereby
and consider it a favor to have any error

whatsoever pointed out. So I would

invite a carefuj, and even critical, pe-

rusal of anything that I may get pub-

lished.
While it is quite true, I feel sure, that

I could, and will, on request, produce
substantial authority from some of our
most authentic sources to support every
statement that I made, either about
Luther or the Maid of Domremy, it is

perhaps equally true that Mr. Naylor
could support bis assertions from just
as standard but different sources. So

there you are. It is easy to "katy did
and katy didn't." But if one of us
must be mistaken, I am willing to
leave it to any competent umpire to de-

cide the game, if he'll promise not to
cheat. Besides, since Mr.Naylor very
generously explained his position re-

specting Luther, our differences, it
seems to me, are subordinate.

Mr. Naylor admits with becoming
modesty that he is afraid that I do not
know the French of that time (time of
Joan of Arc). Now that is a statement
to which I will heartily agree, especially
if he uses the word "know" in its larger
sense. Still, as he refers me to Charles
the Dauphin to prove that Joan's relig-
ion did not have any special or adoru-inatin- g

influence in securing her recep-
tion with the French, I may be par-
doned, I hope, if I give a few words
from Creasy, author of the Fifteen De-

cisive Battles, not, indeed, to refute Mr.

Naylor, for he may have as good au-

thority on the other side, but only to
show I did not speak unadvisadly. Mr.
Creasy says: "Every imaginable test,
therefore, was resorted to in order to set
Joan's orthodoxy and purity beyond
suspicion. At last Charles (the Dau-

phin) and his advisers felt safe in ac-

cepting her services as those of a true
and virtuous Christian daughter of the
Holy Church." I will let that suffice
unless I should be called on for more.
I will still admit, however, that I may
have erred, and I will not be contro-
versial about my own writings. Eveo

Clover, Timothy, Alfalfa, Red Top
and all kinds of Field Seeds.

Gratiot Co.
Wholesale and Retail

Grain, Hay and Field Seeds

Union City, Tenn.
Telephone No. 1

cynical Diogeues picked a rooster, and
bringing the featherless gentleman be-

fore the school said, "This is Flato's
man." Whereupon Flato modified his
definition.

Complete knowledge of anything i

impossible; total ignorance of many
things unavoidable, and a refusal to ac-

knowledge one's ignorance inexcusable.
Ignorance is a Goliath with whom I
often tussle and by whom I am often
defeated or baffled. I rather like to feel'
that I am only a barefoot schoolboy in-th-

university of this marvelously com-

plex God-mad- e creation. I am content
to-i- t at the feet of the' faultless Master
and the great Gamaliels of the world
and learn rather than announce. Of
all peoples, all times and countries, of
all histories, sciences, poetry, philos-
ophy, literatures and all nature of all
these, so far as I may be, I am forever
only a student, a learnernever a mas-
ter or knower. I am indeed "an in-

fant crying in the night," happy if now
and then I may catch glimpses of the
day star "dancing from tho east." If
ever J have seemed to want of know-

ing by being or dogmatic,
I am ashamed of it, for such a style is
one that judicious writers are careful to
avoid. Modesty and humility becom-et- b

even the wisest of men better than
their rhetoric. "I am ashamed, " cried
the great Baxter, "of every sermon
that I preach." Goethe said in his old
age that be had written but one poem
that pleased him. Some great sculptor,
as I have heard, wept when be became
satisfied with his own production be-

cause his ideal, he felt, was gone. "My
fancy and judgment do but grope in the
dark, tripping and stumbling in their
way," said the informed and philo-
sophic Montaigne. Spinoza, being set
verely criticised once, replied with a
modesty and wise moderation that made
most wholesome reading. The gods are
not afraid of thunder. Thoir own ig-

norance often rises before the great like
a Rhodian Colossus. All knowledge is
relative, and the biggest half of it eva-

sive. Let me never boast or bo
Let me learn a firm moral

restraint of egotism. The greatest thing
about Christianity is living it; the best
way to prove there is a God in heaven
is to be His similitude on earth.

I would commend the generous and
expository tone of Mr Naylor's reply
to me. And on the whole, from his
several viewpoints, I consider the reply
exceptionally good. Generosity and con-

descension should always flavor the
different opinions between

men. Crystals of different minerals, it
is said, sometimes form and associate
together very pleasantly sometimes
they do not. "Sometimes they yield
the required place with perfect grace
and courtesy, forming fantastic but ex-

quisitely finished groups, and some-
times they will not yield at all but fight
furiously for their places, loosing all
shape and honor." -- How often is that
true of men "in the battle of opinion"

they "loose all shape and honor."
Some crystals, under pressure, have
formed around gas, enclosing it; and
such crystals, when heated a little, ex-

plode with great violence. So some men,
seem to be charged with combustibles,
and a little jar or friction on the ego-
ism knot precipitates an explosion. Of
such a disposition Mr. Naylor seems to
be the antithesis. He promises, I should
think, a useful and honorable careen
AH honor to every' young man that is

really aspiring to be something and do
something. I would give them a hearty
grip and wish them luck upon their
trip through life.

E'Jgesb F. McSrpnpES.

work, and the boat or bow is necessarily
held up while lifting with strong beams
on each side sunk into the banks. These

are made with the boat as a part of its

machinery and they are lifted by the

engines when it is necessary to" move

forward. The mud carried out in the

scoop is estimated to weigh 8,000 pounds
to the cubic yard. So you can get a

vague idea of the process.
This is only a' crude glimpse of the

work. It is worth every man's while,

especially every citizen, to go and take
a look at it. The idea of reclaiming
80..000 acres of overflowed land in Obion

Ask for Our prices before selling
Your Grain and Hay.

County was hooted at and scoffed. Many
of the land owners stood their grounds
against proceeding with the prelimina-

ries; in fact the opposition checked the

plans that were first made to organize
the entire territory into one drainage
district, and the projectors had to adopt
the system, as usual in such cases, of

organizing into sections. The present
is known as District Number Two, a

small one of about 4,000 acres, for which

bonds were issued last summer and con-

tract made with F. C. Morgan to do

the work. The boat was built on the
river at the head of the district, about
sixteen miles southeast of Union City
at the Weakley County line. A canal
was first cut about half a mile out to

the hills. Then from a point somewhere

midway of this canal the regular dis-

trict canal was started, and up to the

present time this main canal or chan-

nel is about half a mile more in

length. This canal is made to the depth
of ten or twelve feet and forty-fiv- e feet

in widths
It is the purpose of the association to

on improved farm lands, drawing interest at

5, PER CENT
for term of five years. Will loan any amount from

one thousand dollars up.

W.': E.
Attorney At Lkw

Phones 143 and 589 UNION CITY. TENN.

educational progress. It will be an

agency of civilization that we have never

yet attained, and withal the greatest
work ever accomplished in this country.

The Rockefeller Foundation has an
nounced the appropriation of $10,000
for Balkan War sufferers in Bulgaria

the greatest of men sometimes make
mistakes even about simple things, and
they are usually generous in admiting
them. Flato once defined man as "a
two-foot- ed featherless animal." And the

and 110,000 yearly for ten years for the
American Academy in Rome.


