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UNION CITY BUSINESS MEN'S

FIFTH ANNUAL CLUB BANQUET

Two Hundred of Our Good Citizens Gather Around the
Festal Board to Hear Leading Men of the State

Discuss Subjects of Timely Interest.

SEE US BEFORE YOU SELL
Wholesale and Retail

Grain, Hay and Field Seeds

CLOVER
Alsike, Alfalfa, Red Top, Timothy,

Blue Grass, Orchard Grass
and all kinds of Field Seed

HAY AND CORN
Corn GhopSj Bran, Oats, Cotton Seed

Meal and Hulls
and all kinds of Feed.

CHERRY-MOS- S GRAIN GO,

Union City, Tenn.
Telephone No. 51

Years ago railroad freight rates
were so discriminative that manu-
facturers could not come to Obion.

Paris, a city of 5,000 population, on
account of the short-ha- ul clause of
the Interstate Commerce Commission

regulating rates, had grown to be a
manufacturing city, and we can be-

gin to dream of enterprises here
something more than the agricul-
tural interest. How shall we get it?
By pulling together. When we
dream of a greater Union City we
dream of a fatter pocketbook for
Union City. People don't think. In
the old-tim- e terms of faith. We
need more old-tim- e faith in each
other. We need a new set of teach-
ers to show us how to pull together,
to teach laborers to say to the poli-
tician and lobbyist that they shall
to so far and no farther. Union
City is about the best spot on earth.
If anybody doesn't believe it let him
go somewhere else. At one time the
speaker thought Paris was the best
place, but he was glad to find out
that he was mistaken. His heart
swelled when he saw that graduates
of the Union City School could en-

ter West Point without mental ex-

amination. Mighty little of the
home product is consumed in Union
City. Our flour and products are
sold in other markets, and we buy
foreign goods and pay for the brand
because we think made-at-hom- e

goods are not just as good. When
you go to the grocery store buy
Dahnke's flour and other Union-Cit- y

products. You can't pull together
unless you have faith in each other.

C. P. Wilson, of Troy, was called
upon by the toastmaster and re-

sponded with a short talk. He was

glad that Trof. Jones was here and
wished that, every member of the
County Court and every citizen was
also present to hear the speaker on
the county high school subject. A
little over a year ago the Court
levied a high school tax and elected
a board to locate high schools, and
then rescinded its action because of

before you can attain any degree of

success.
Thos. Jefferson longed to see the time

when every State had a university, every
county a high school and every com-

munity a good elementary school. Jef-

ferson had been dead almost eighty
years when Tennessee began to agitate
the high school. Lake County was the
first in the State to establish a high
school. The speaker referred to the first

visit, nine years ago, he made to Obion

County to establish a county high school
and lost by one vote. He was told to

come back again in a short time. In
eight years another effort was made for
a county high school in Obion, and but
for the disagreement arising out of the

present county court system Obion

County would now have a county high
school. One generation therefore lost

thru this lapse of eight years. The

general tendency is to put off the school
tax as long as possible, and therefore

your people are denied the privileges of

the county high school. Speaker said
he had been engaged in almost every
county in Tennessee in the county high
school work, and in West Tennessee

Tipton, Lauderdale, Shelby, Madison,

McNairy, Henderson, Haywood, Fay-
ette county high schools had been es-

tablished, but Obion, the pride of West
Tennessee and the richest agricultural
county in the State, had failed to join
the majority. In Tennessee there are

only thirty-fiv- e remaining out of the
fold.

Speaker had introduced a bill in the

Legislature requiring the counties to

levy a high school tax. The county
high school is not an experiment. We
have reached the time when the State
should say to the counties that you
must levy a high-scho- tax. It does
not require any argument to show that
the State should mako a compulsory
tax instead of a permissible tax. Nothing
would make for a better socializing

than one big central high school,
where the pupils of the county could
assemble and take a two-year- s course

man and woman at the banquet. Mr.
Jones had been instructed to withold

nothing, but drive to the point and
clinch the facts as they exist in Obion

County, which he did without the re-

motest possibility of doubt, but in an

eloquent and pleasing way, and in part
he spoke as follows:

Mr.-Jon- said that he was pleased to

see us, that he had arrived a day ahead
of time in order to make no mistake.
The high school is a vital problem and
he was glad to see us interested. The

greatest problem of life is the growing
of better men and women. There is

nothing in the world more valuable
than man. He is the chief product.
What is your land good for only to grow
stuff to feed men? So the biggest
thing in Obion County is not your land,
not your wealth, but your children.
The biggest thing in the making of

men and women is your school.

"It was my good fortune," said Mr.

Jones, "to attend the first school taught
in my county. It was in a cabin and
an old Confederate soldier was the

teacher, and if he was as good in charg-

ing the Yankees at the front as he was

the urchins at the rear he must have
been a gallant soldier." However this

may be, he was a very poor teacher,
and just as this school was conducted,
for forty years the public schools of

Tennessee have been run more on the
basis of sentiment than on efficiency
and business standards. There is no

danger of being too poor to educate

your children. The wpalth producing
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Probably the most satisfactory of all

our Business Men's Club banquets was

the fifth annual banquet held at the old

Elks Home in Union City last Thurs

day night, the 11th inst.

The attendance was just as good as
the last, but the program was without

doubt far ahead of anything we have

ever had. And then the club, taking
advantage of its experience, presented
subjects that were of most vital im-

portance to every citizen. As a mem-

ber of the League of the West Tennes-

see Business Men's Clubs the club took

up on this occasion those things which
are of the utmost value to us i. e., our
roads, our schools and our community
interests, a field very broad, but one

fraught with greatest moment to the

great body of our citizens.

The ladies of the Cumberland Pres-

byterian Church were awarded the con-

tract of serving the banquet, and the
manner in which they managed the
affair together with success of the serv-

ice and the delightful menu, elicited for

them the highest encomiums. Mrs. J.
A. Prieto was in charge of this depart-

ment and on this special occasion she
was excetionally fortunate in contribut-

ing to the ideas of the connoisseur of
the greatest art of the universe The
menu was as follows:

Oyster Cocktail.
Barbecued Mutton.

Country Boiled Ham.
Stewed Tomatoes.

Baked Sweet Potatoes. Potato Salad.
Slaw. Pickles. Celery.

Corn Lightbread. Lightbread.
Sweet Milk. Coffee.

Ice Cream. Layer Cake. Cigars,

At this banquet there was also an
added feature, and one which afforded
as much pleasure and entertainment as

possibly could have been derived from

any similar organization to be found

anywhere, and this was the newly or

ganized orchestra, recently under the

management of Mrs. W. C. Morris,
with E. J. McLaughlin as violin player;
W. F. Tate, cornet; H. M. DeGraffen

reid, flute; G. S. Schleifer, clarinet;
Jiramie Boyd, traps, and Mrs. Morris,

piano. The program selected by this

orchestra and rendered during the sup-

per hour was made up of the most pop
ular numbers, including Southern mel

odies and music of the day and kind

that pleases the great majority of peo

pie, and what is more to the point, it was

thoroughly and positively delightful
There could be no mistake in the ap

plause that followed the orchestra num

bers.
The President and Secretary of the

Union City Business Men's Club, J. C.

Burdick and F. E. Quinn, and the com-

mittees having charge of the banquet
should be remembered for their efforts
in making the occasion so delightfully
pleasant an profitable.

On entertainment were Geo. Dahnke,
E. H. Marshall, J. M. Brice; on finance,
G. T. Pickard, L. J. Cherry, H. M.

Oliver.
The toastmaster of the occasion was

Mr. Geo. Dahnke; and he acquitted
himself in a way that was most pleas-

ing and practical. He made brief al-

lusions to each speaker and his subject
and kept the audience in a humor to

enjoy the program.
But to proceed now to the most im-

portant part of the affair, the speaking,
for which on this occasion special talent
was provided in order that the work of

the club may be better understood and
its mission presented to a representative
number of people in a most satisfac-

tory way that of an educational cam-

paign for a more effective and efficient

public system of highways, schools and

industries, and a better understanding
of our and inseparable in-

terests.
The first speaker on the program was

selected because of his ability and ex-

perience in Tennessee school work to

discuss the county high school, and the
way in which he did this will be one of

the most memorable events to every

A drug store should keep goods up to date just the same
as a dry goods store. Scientific research is constantly discov-

ering new things. "So deal with us and you will deal with a
progressive drug store. We will not allow our customers to
buy something they ought not to have. It takes knowing how
to be a good druggist. Our knowledge and experience is at
the service of our customers.
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a rivalry for these schools. But, Mr.
Wilson stated, he hadn't lost faith
yet in Obion County having county
high schools. A compulsory law will
help us. Referring to the spirit of

Mr. Wilson stated that
competition had been overworked.
We can't return to the days of com-

petition. is progress
And human progress can't be-- de-

stroyed. We must study coopera-
tion from a scientific standpoint.
Every business man and every citi-
zen should be satisfied with nothing
less than a careful scrutiny of the
varied interests and learn that by

the daylight of human
endeavor will bring us all closer to-

gether.
GOOD ROADS.

Mr. King, of Shelby County, was
then introduced. He stated that he
had no set speech for the occasion.
He talks roads all day and dreams of
them at night. This "is about the
livest subject before our American
people, said Mr. King. At a confer-
ence in Atlanta last week so many
ways and methods of how good roads
could be made were presented that
he came' back thinking more of our
country and our people. Our nation
al life is better than it has ever
been before. Speaker said that he
expects to see the day when people
will come from New York to the
Southland over the best road in the
world. The Lincoln road from New
York City to San Francisco was
named to honor a great character,
and when that work is done it will
be a fitting monument to the great
man. Good roads will stop European
emigration. Our people will be buy
ing lands and homes in Florida. He
was glad of the interest in good
roads taken by the people of our
own Southland. He was glad of the
Federal aid and local support of
good roads. The dominant, idea of
the farmer is to have a good road
to the nearest trading point. "I
like that idea." That's the thing
that concerns us. Nothing will
bring your people together better
than roads on which you can go to
church and school. Now nearly
one-ha- lf of our people are living in
town, and that's why people are
starving. The speaker said he long-
ed for the country, the fishing rod,
the gun and the dog, but that he
could not drag his wife out over a
mudhole. Thought he could live a
thousand years on the farm, but his
wife' said that she would get lost in
a mudhole.

Mr. King said that he knew a man
who bought a place because there
was no road to it. He was not in
favor of a good roads tax, and when

capacity of any people is in proportion
to their intelligence.

What has made New England a great
country? The Puritan came to this

country with bis gun in one hand and
his Bible in the other. He built school
and church houses and for many years
spent ten times as much as Tennessee
for education and furnished ten times as
much to the volume of business of the

country as did our people. Can you
buy as much education with half the

money? Can we afford to remain in

different while other sections of the
country are advancing in education?
Can we practically assume an inde

pendent attitude at all while other por
tions of the country are making edu
cational progress. The country is grid-irone- d

with railroads and belted with
commerce. We are living in a cosmo

politan age. Every portion of the world
is a unit, an integral part of the whole,
interlinked and inseparable. You and
I must live in the world and not in
Obion County. In the morning papers
we read of what is occurring in every
quarter of the earth, and we are con-

tributing our part to the events of the
age. Can we afford to deny our chil-

dren the advantages of preparation to
take their places in the march of civil-

ization. We must be prepared to meet
a world-wid- e education.

Then it does make a difference to'us
whether or not we shall be up with oth
ers in education. Our business inter-

ests and our civic affairs must also be

kept in advance of the times.

I am told that you have three hun
dred school directors in Obion County,
the only county in the State with the
old director system, and probably the
only one in the United States having
that many directors." How is it pos
sible for any county to manage its pub-
lic schools with that many directors?
The old county court system with two
and three magistrates from each civil
district is bad enough, but that your
schools should be managed by three
hundred men is out of the question. It
is impracticable. The old district di-

rector system will have to be abandoned.
Some of the schobls here average three
months a year, some four months and
some six months. How would you
formulate a course of study for these
schools? How could you grade them?

Every child should have an equal
number of schooldays. Every taxpayer
should derive an equal return from his
school tax. Your school system will

have to be managed by a business board

after completing their elementary work
in the district school. But you wait
and find out what the town ring wants
and then you vote "agin" it. The

country and the town need each other.
They could mutually supplement each
other and live better thereby. Each
should learn something of the other and
a better unanimity would exist.

In Tennessee not one out of a hun
dred go thru college. Ninety-seve- n out
of a hundred never see inside of a col-

lege. Tennessee has suffered from one

thing in particular, and it is that edu
cated boys have been inculcated with
the idea of looking down on labor. No
work needed to be done is unimportant.
All work is worthy of the best intellect.
Before the war we bad various stratas
of society, and there was a sentiment

among negroes that "I would rather be
a nigger than a poor white man." The
war has brought about an economic evo-

lution, and the best thought is being
turned into the fields of industry and
channels of trade. The boy who re
mains on the farm needs an education

just as much as the one going into the
office. The farmer deals with the com-

mercial problems of the world and it is

an insult to say that ho should be an
ignoramus.

Obton is fully able to compete
with other counties in the State and
your people should never rest until
you have one or more good county
high schools.

On account of the belated train
northbound the other two special
speakers for the occasion had not
arrived. Editor Mooney, of the
Commercial Appeal, and Mr. Meyer,
president of the State Highways As
sociations, had forwarded their re
grets a few days before the banquet,
stating that they could not be with
us, but two other well known speak
ers had been substituted. These
were Judge Senter, of Humboldt, and
Mr. King, of Memphis. They j?gre
due on the evening train bur had
not arrived. Rev. Roger L. Clark was
therefore called for an address, and
he responded very good humoredly.
He began with the query, which is
ordinarily used in connection with
Obion County, why do we always
say agricultural county? There is,
of course, no better land in the
world, but who can build a great
country with one interest? Our
property is not limited and in the
same degree that business has a
larger expression so great will be
the development of the county.

NOW IS THE TIME TO BUY

Clover, Red Top
Timothy, and
Other Field Seed

We Carry the Best the market , affords.
PRICES RIGHT. TERMS CASH.

We have a full line of

Buggies, Wagons
Farming Implements

The Celebrated Deering Disc Harrows, Bind-

ers, Mowers, and Rakes; I. H. C. Engines and
Mills. It will pay you to see us before you buy.

Tisdale &
Deering

(Continued on last page.)


