
Henry Watkins Allen
The War Governor of Louisiana.

(By Miss Julia McGrath. Read at
meeting of Henry Watkins Allen
Chapter, March 22, 1922.)
When the South was in the throes

of that mighty struggle, the Civil
War, which has left so lasting and
vivid an impression upon the minds
and hearts of a loyal and patriotic
people, Louisiana gave to the cause
many noble men, who figured in
"A thousand glorious actions that

might claim,
Triumphant laurels and immortal

fame."

In that great episode ihi the history
of the States, brave men found op-
portunity for deeds of valor and
many today fill heroes' graves or
wear the laurels above silvered
brows.

We recall with patriotic fervor the
heroic deeds of our peerless Con-
federate soldiers; we laud their
grand achievements and dwell with
interest upon the historic incidents of
that great struggle of 61-65. As
true descendants of those dauntless
men who gave so much for their
country's cause, we the United
Daughters of the Confederacy are,
by our loyalty and patriotism, bound
together by countless ties, for
"There are bonds of all sorts in this

world of our,
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I Fetters ofr friendship and ties of
flowers."

But more indissoluable than these
are the bonds which hold together this
band of loyal women, whose hearts
are animated with patriotism, admira-
tion, love and veneration for each
and every brave Confederate soldier.
We are actuated by the same main-
spring of devotion to the cause for
which we are organized, that is to
preserve the true history of the Con-
federacy and to keep sacred the
memory of brave deeds of the men of
the South.

We have listened with keenest in-
terest to glorious and inspiring rem-
iniscences of valour and heroism as
told by our grey haired sires. We
have heard tales of suffering and
self sacrifice from our gentle moth-
ers, no less courageous during those
dark days of battle and bloodshed,
than the Southern soldiers for while
the men were exalted and interested in
the fray, encouraged by the hope of
victory, the brave, tender-hearted
women had to bear with patience
many deprivations and with weari-
someness of heart, "to wait, to watch,
to weep."

With these sentiments in our
hearts, naturally we dwell with pride
and veneration upon every noble deed
of the great men of the Confederacy
and proud are the Louisianians, and
especially Baton Rougeans of that
peerless soldier, eminent statesman,
great general and distinguished
American, Henry Watkins Allen, the
War Governor of Louisiana.

To the state of Virginia, among
whose sons are numbered many il-
lustrious men and great historical
characters, belongs the honor of be-
ing the birth place of Gov. Henry
Watkins Allen, who was born on the
29th day of April, 1820. His father,
Thomas Allen was a physician who
when his son was thirteen years of
age moved to Missouri. Here Henry
Allen attended college, but ran away
at the age of seventeen and went to
Grand Gulf, Miss., where he became
tutor in a planter's family. He af-
terwards opened a school and studied
law at the same time. He was duly
admitted to the bar and was getting
a splendid practice when in 1843 he
left for Texas at the head of a com-
pany to fight against Mexico.

He served six months and was dis-
tinguished for bravery and upon his
return to Mississippi he resumed his
practice of law.

Shortly afterwards he met Miss
Salome Crane, a beautiful girl of
eighteen with whom he fell very much
in love. His affection was recipro-
sated, but the parents of his sweet-
heart objected to the match and
great sorrow was occasioned the
young couple, who however took mat-
ters into their own hands and quietly
eloped and were married at Grand
Gulf on the 4th of July, 1844.

His domestic life was very happy, a

complete reconciliation with his
wife's family having taken place im-
mediately after their marriage. Soon
however a shadow was cast over the
sunshine of his heart, for his beauti-
ful, joyous young wife, slowly lan-
guished with tuberculosis, and not-
withstanding the lavish care and I
tender consideration of her husband
and other loving ones, the sweet,

winsomle young woman, scarcely more
than a girl, peacefully passed into
eternal slumber.

Henry W\\atkins Allen was elected
-o the Mississippi legislature and
servedl with distinction for a number
of years.

He later moved to Louisiana and
located in Tensas parish where he be-
came a planter. His health having
failed he went to Cooper's Wells,
Miss., for recuperation and while
there he met a prominent planter
from West Baton Rouge who having
taken a fancy to Allen, induced him
to accompany him to his home. Al-
len was regarded with the warmest
affection and was treated as a son by
the old gentleman, who upon his death
left him his heir to a valuable estate,
which Allen named "Allendale." Here
the most lavish hospitality was ex-
tended to Allen's friends who came
from Baton Rouge and the surround-
ing parishes to enjoy the delightful
entertainments given from time to
time. Though Henry Watkins Allen
was a widower, without children, and
while he admired and perhaps loved
several beautiful and charming wo-
men during his life, he never re-
married, and Salome, the bride of his
youth always reigned queen of his
heart.

In 1853 Gen. Allen was elected a
member of the Louisiana legislature.
The following year he went to Har-
vard University to take a special
course in law, afterwards spending
his vacation in Europe.

On his return to Louisiana, upon
the breaking out of the Civil War, he
enlisted as a private in the Delta
Rifles and was the first name called
on the muster roll by the First Ser-
geant of the Company, John McGrath.
The old muster roll of the Delta Ri-
fles is still in existence.

When the regiment was formed he
was elected Lieutenant Colonel of
the Fourth Louisiana Infantry, of
which Robert J. Barrow was Colonel
and S. E. Hunter was Major. He was
stationed at various places in the
Southern part of the State for a time
after which he was sent to Jackson,
Tenn., where he was made Colonel of
the Fourth Louisiana Regiment, upon
the registration of Col. Barrow. Gen.
Beauregard later appointed him Mil-
itary Governor of Jackson. He was
a prominent figure in the memorable
battle of Shiloh where several gal-
lant Louisianians distinguished them-
selves for bravery. Allen was wound-
ed during this battle by having a
minic ball pass through his cheek,
but this incident did not prevent him
from continuing to fight.

After the battle of Shiloh, he was
stationed at Vicksburg, Miss., and
later accompanied General Brecken-
ridge to participate in the Battle of
Baton Rouge. That city had been
bombarded and captured by Farra-
gut, who commanded the fleet of Fed-
eral gunbeats. On the fourth of Au-
gust the Confederate troops came
across from Camp Moore in Tangipa-
hoa parish and on the.morning of the
5th of August, the battle of Baton
Rouge took place. Allen was on the
left wing of the battJe in the
Eastern limits of the city. He was
fighting desperately when he fell,
having been shot through both legs.
His life was for some time despaired
of, but he recovered sufficiently to
again be of service to the Confed-
eracy, though not in active duty on
the field. He became Brigadier Gen-
eral in 1863 and soon afterwards was
elected by the Confederates, the Gov-
ernor of Louisiana and was inaugu-
rated at Shreveport on January 25,
1864. Governor Allen was recognized
as the chief executive in all the State
outside of New Orleans and the fed-
eral lines. Michael Hahnn, a citizen
of New Orleans who remained with
the Union, was governor of that part
of Louisiana which acknowledged fed-
eral authority.

After the war Governor Allen went
into voluntary exile into Mexico,

where he was accompanied by some of
his old comrades among whom were
one or two from Baton Rouge, who
thought to share his exile, but home
ties being too strong, they came back
after a time.

Governor Allen had a hard strug-
gle with poverty in the home of his
adoption where he established a news-
paper. He died in the City of Mexico
on April 22, 186 . never having sur-
rendered. lie was buried in Mexico in
his old grey uniform. Afterwards his
remains were brought to Louisiana
and now rest beneath a marble shaft
in the State Capitol grounds, erected
to perpetuate forever those deeds per-
formed in behalf of a cause so dear
to every patriotic Louisianan. Silent-
ly he sleeps where bloody ballte waged
lbut now in the glorious times of
peace, little children with joyous
laughter, loiter about his monument
and loyal daughters of the South,
each year on the anniversary of the
Battle of Baton Rouge and on Con-
federate Memorial Day, place floral
offerings as a sweet tribute to his
memory. Within the shadow of the
lofty Capitol of Louisiana he lies in
eternal slumber, while whispering
breezes, intermingled with the mur-
mur of the mighty Mississippi, softly
intones a tender requiem. Over his
resting place stately magnolias, plant-
ed under his direction in earlier days,
stand as sentinels, while their snowy
petals fall like silent tears. Here the
Southern songster pours out its soul
in joyous and triumphant melody,
seeming to tell the story of a life
lived gloriously, yet unassumingly,
for Henry Watkins Allen was,
"In joys, in grief, in triumphs and

retreat,
Great Always, without aiming to be

great."
JULIA J. McGRATH.
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"SUGAR AND SPICE."

I have two sweet little characters
that are rather unique in their way-
Mary B. and Mary H.

Mary B's papa was telling her very
earnestly the story of Elijah and the
ravens. She stood solemnly at hil
knee until he finished. The she said
"Papa haven't you got any better
sense than that; don't you know those
birds would have eaten that bread up
before they got to the man?"

One day Mary B. was having a hot
controversy on the side walk with
a little Catholic boy as to whether
Santa Claus was Catholic or Meth-
odist, They took this profound ques-
tion to her mamma to decide. Mam-
ma had to temperize by telling them
that he was good to all children alike.

Mary H. was sitting on the steps
deeply engrossed with a book (she
was 4). Her papa came down and
asked her "Baby come and go to the
park with me." "Ah papa I'm too
busy; I've got 50 pages of psychology
to learn."

Another time late one evening I
found her busy scrubbing the mat-
ting. I said "Oh! darling what would
grandmother, say if she saw all that
water on the floor?"

"Well,' says Mary, "I wasn't ex-
pecting her to know it."

Another time she was kneeling in
prayer, unprompted by her mother.
She said, "Now I lay me" three times,
and asked a blessing on a long line
of relations, but she could not think
of the end, so she said, "Good night
Dod, I forgot the rest."

R. E. and Brother were having a
hot time over "Who made the Ameri-
can flag." No evidence seemed con-
clusive until a bright thought struck
Brother. "Dod made our flag of tose"
he said.

There is a third "Brother" now
and Brother No. 1 is quite exercised
as to when he will go to school?

Little Emma was in the garden
with her father. She knew cucum-
bers, but when she saw watermelons,
she pondered, then exclaimed, "Daddy,
what's that cucumber named?"

Polly was playing with little Char-
line in bed one day, and pretending
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to push her out head first, Charline
said, "Fell odder end first Polly."

Seeing a lady fondle a poodle, little
Emma exclaimed, "Oh momer, is that
lady the little dog's mamma?"

S. T. S.

Just where is the waist-line is now
a problem past finding out. Like the
prices of commodities it has gradually
been "coming down." Midway be-

tween its old-time location and the

knees, it suddenly disappears alto-
gether and we have the straight suit
jacket with no belt at all, and now
the mysterious, misty draperies, so
becoming to the Mist-ress. They
wave and dip and assemble and en-

twine until one cannot locate any lo-
cation, but the whole figure gives the
effect of a graceful, elfin bit of fenm-
ininity, "without form and vo:id,"

but wholly charming.


