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By ELMO SCOTT WATSON

i ■■?' x HAS become almost
j axiomatic that genius

does not transmit itself
{ and that the sons of

jj. great men rarely, if.ever,
S turn out to be v great.

Certainly that has been
i WAf’ < as true in America as in
|>Q®j other nations, although

i I qf? we have had a few fam-■ '
~

Hies which, over a period
of years, have contributed several in-
dividuals of distinction. Two of these
which come readiest to mind are the
Bees, who during the Revolution pro-
duced a statesman and a soldier, both
of more than ordinary ability, and dur-
ing the Civil war a really great mil-
itary leader; and the Harrisons, who I
produced a Revolutionary war states-
man and two Presidents.

But if it is necessary to find an ex-
ception to prove the rule it may be
found, perhaps, in the statement made
by some one that “American history is
•all cluttered up with Adamses.” For
“in America there is one family, and
only one, that generation after genera-
tion has consistently and without in-
terruption, made contributions of the
highest order to our history and civi-
lization.” Those are the words of

•James Truslow Adams (who, by the
way, is a Virginia Adams and not re-
lated to the Massachusetts family of
;whom he writes) in the prologue to
;his book, “The Adams Family,” pub-
lished recently by Little, Brown and
company of Boston.

The Adams family was established in
America about 1636 when a certain
Henry Adams, probably because of a
combination of religious and economic
reasons, decided to leave England and
try his luck in the New world. By
chance he settled at a place called
Braintree in Massachusetts. He mar-
ried and had children, who in turn
married and handed down the family
name. This went on for four gener-
ations without producing any man of
;d!stinction until we come to John
Adams, a farmer and shoemaker In
Braintree married Susanna Boylston,
daughter of a family prominent in the
medical history <of the colony.

•“With the fifth generation, in the
person of John Adams, historian, pub-
licist, diplomat, President of the Unit-
ed States, the family not only sudden-
ly achieves national and international
position, but maintains it in successive
generations for two centuries. Was it
due to :some mysterious result from
the combination of Adams and Boyls-
tjem blood far beyond the ken of sci-
ence even today; or to some unfathom-
able synchronism between the peculiar
qualities of the Adamses and the

* whole social atmosphere of the next
few generations, a subtle interplay of
unknown forces; or to mere chance in
a universe in which atoms rush and
collide-chaotically? Fascinating as is
the problem, it is insoluble. All we
shall see is that without warning, like
a *fault’ in the geologic record, there
Is a sudden and immense rise recorded
In the psychical energy of the family.”

The stage was set for the first great
Adams, John, to play his part in
American history when the dispute be-
tween England and her rebellious col-
onies sent him to the Continental con-
gresses, where clear heads were head-
ed to see that independence was in-
evitable and union of the colonies os-.
eential. While most Americans think
of the Revolution mainly in terms of
George Washington, Thomas Jefferson,
Benjamin Franklin and a few others
of spectacular deeds, the true history
of those times could not be written
without the name of John Adams. It
wes he who had much |p do with
bringing congress to the point of de-
claring Independence; his was the
master stroke which caused the adop-
tion of the New England troops around
Boston as a Continental army and

|,which checkmated intercolonial jeal-
ousies by placing Oeorge Washington,
a Virginian, in command; lie deserves
jthe principal credit for establishing
jtbe American navy, and he furnished
many of the political ideas on which
the new nation based Us government.

international career of the

:

Adamses began when John Adams was
sent to France as one of the American
commissioners—his son, John Quincy
Adams, going with him to begin his
education in European schools, and
after a brief stay there and a brief
return to this country he went back
to England as one of the commission-
ers to arrange the terms of the treaty
of peace and later to become Ameri-
can minister at the Court of St. James.
His career as vice president and final-
ly as President completes the pattern
of the life of this first great Adams.

In John Quincy Adams, the second
generation kept up the standard set
hy the first and even advanced it. Be-
fore he was seventeen years of age lie
was private secretary to the minister
to Russia and to his own father in
Paris and in London. On his twenty-
seventh birthday, after his graduation
from Harvard, President Washington
sent him as minister to The Hague
nnd later to Portugal, Prussia and
Russia. Then followed a term of
teaching at Harvard but he was soon
called back to public service on the
peace commission of 1815. Next he
emulated his father by becoming min-
ister to England and came home in
1817 to serve President Monroe as sec-
retary of state.

John Quinc.f Adams was a master
diplomat, having learned his lessons
in the European school of interna-
tional relations. He brought Spain to
terms ■ in Florida and his conciliatory
actions offset the rash deeds of Jack-
son without blunting the force of the
American policy. To him, according
to Historian Adams, belongs most of
the credit for the Monroe doctrine,
though it has come down In history
bearing the name of the Virginia Pres-
dient. Like his father he failed of re-
election to the Presidency, but his
great years came during Ills service as
congressman from the Plymouth dis-
trict when he stood almost alone in
defense of constitutional government
during the period of the slavery dis-
pute. Fftially he died at his desk,
worn out in the service of the republic

The third generation of Adamses did
not produce another President, but it
did keep up the family tradition of
diplomatic service to the nation, and
if* there-were any way to evaluate
comparative worth of national and in-
ternational service it might show that
the contribution of Charles Francis
Adams was just as great as were
those of John and John Quincy. Orig-
inally a Democrat, he turned Whig in
defense of freedom and union. After
a career as editor and congressman,
his great opportunity came when Lin-
coln nnd Seward sent him to the post
his father and his grandfather had
held—minister to England. There he
successfully checkmated the Confed-
erate attempts to secure recognition,
and when his firmness forced Lord
Russell to forbid the English-built
rams to leave the shipyards for Con-
federate service, he sealed the doom
of the southern cause. And as a mem-
ber .of the Alabama claims commis-
sion his conciliatory spirit tempered
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the excessive demands of his col-
leagues, convinced Great Britain of
the fairness of the American cause
and won a just settlement.

The fourth generation is remarkable
for the fact that the Adams genius
was scattered among four sons, which
accounts perhaps for the fact that no
one is so outstanding as had been rep-
resentatives in the previous genera-
tions. Only one, John Quincy, turned
to politics and he, having chosen the
unpopular Democratic party, had little
chance to rise to prominence. Charles
Francis was first a writer and then a
business man. He became president
of the Kansas City Stockyards asso-
ciation and later president of the
Union Pacific railroad. He led his
state in railway regulation, but lie was
never very well satisfied as a business
man and later returned to writing.
Perhaps the greatest of the four was
Henry Adams who won his distinction
in tlie field of literature. His book.
“The Education of Henry Adams,” has
been ended “the most thought-provok-
ing autobiography, thougli it was not
so intended, that American has pro-
duced.” Nearly as famous is ids
“Mont St. Michel and Chartres.”
Brooks Adams dabbled in law and In
writing history without making any
profound impression upon either.

In ids “Epilogue,” the Adams his-
torian carries the record of this re-
markable American family down to the

present when he writes:
“On September CO, 1824, John

Quincy Adams wandered among the
tombstones of the family burial plot
at Quincy musing on the past and
future of his line. ‘Four generations
of whom very little is known’ he
wrote in his diary, ‘than is recorded
upon these stones. There are three
succeeding generations of us now liv-
ing. Puss another century and wo
shall all be mouldering in the same
dust, or resolved into the same ele-
ments. Who then of our posterity
shall visit this yard? And what shall
he read engraved upon the stones?
This is known only to the Creator of
all. The record may be longer. May
it be of blameless lives!’

“The century has passed. We have
seen the generations, and today a
third Charles Francis, a son of John
Quincy’s grandson, John Quincy, is
head of the family. A Harvard grad-
uate, like all his family since John : for
thirty years treasurer of the univer-
sity; a lawyer, like all his family; a
famous yaclitman who defended the
American cup against the British; a
man true to the family tradition and
honored in his community, lie sits in
the cabinet at Washington as secretary
of the navy which was founded by
John.

“John Quincy’s wistful hope has
been fulfilled: ’The record may be
longer.’ ”

(© by Weatera Newxt>ap*r Union.)
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Scraps^

Humor^
TODAY’S WHOPPER

The Flapper—No, no more dates for
a while.

Her Boy Friend— vu hy I wanna
know?

The Flapper—Because, since hooka
are cheaper, 1 am going to buy more
and spend my evenings at home tm-
p'roving my mind and give my ueek
a rest.

SURE SIGN

- c.

I

ll Jim making fair money these
days?"

"I'll say he is—he’s a street car
conductor."

Moral Relief
Some little comfort Conscience takes

In a fault-finding tone.
1 talk of other men's mistakes

And so forget my own.

Make a Hit—With Fans
“There's Just one more device need-

ed on the radio," remarked Mr. Crouch.
“Yeah? What’s that?" asked Perk-

ins, who had come over to listen in.
"A device that would make a hissing

sound the hlinkety-blank broadcaster
of fids trash could hear when you
tuned out on him,” growled Mr.
Grouch, as lie whirled the dial.

Optical Illusion
“You are recognized as a lender of

the people,” remarked the friend.
“What you are talking about,” said

Senator Sorghum, "is a sort of optical
illusion. I manage to get out a little
in front of the crowd and then run
with nil my might to keep ahead of
it.”—Washington Star.

A Privilege of Youth
Teacher—Now, we can't take four

from three, so what can we lio,
Teddy?

Teddy—We can borrow.
Teacher —That's right. And where

do we borrow?
Teddy—Next door at Jenkins'; we

always do.

Why Not?
“This musical writeup says the

singer had a colorful voice.”
“Well?”
“Did you ever hear anybody whose

voice had any color?”
“I dunno—l knew an Indian once

who hud a tan bark."

NO INTERFERENCE

“When you lake a girl out in a
machine do you drive with one arm?”

“When 1 take a girl out I hire a
cab.”

I
In Debate

To my antagonist polite
I sing the ancient song:

"Why is it 1 am always right,
And you are always wrong?”

His Mind Slipping Also
Beggar (at the door) —Please help

a blind man.
Householder—Aren’t you the lame

man who begged a dime off me yes-
terday?

Beggiir—lmpossible, sir! I’ve beeD
born blind for the last seven years.

Faith Shattered
Fonda Love—Do you believe in the

eflicacy of prayer?
Myrtle Dove—l would if you had

gone home an hour ago.

Had It in Her Eye Once
“And how is your poor husband,

Mrs. Dortlndinger?”
“Oh. he suffers something awful

with his foot, and 1 know what it’s
like because I’ve had it in my eye.”—
Pathfinder Magazine.

At the Races
During a Hurry at the post this

question was put to a man at the rail:
“You prefer stocks to the races?”

“I do. Stocks can only go up or
down. That horse is £oing sideways."

* *

I Now Comes I
! IpjMl Cuticura j
| Shaving |

1 Cream
-

| A j

| Product |
Men who like a smooth, agreeable shave j
should try it. Containing, in a modifiedform, :

S the emollient properties of Cuticura, it s
j§ makes shaving easy and at the same time is 5

g soothing andcooling. It leaves the skin fresh :

j and clear, free from any tense dry feeling. £

Sells for 35c. a tube. •

Sold bydruggitU or mailed on receipt ofprice, by
j Potter Drug & Chemical Corporation, Sole Proprietor* !
!

, Malden, Mass. ;a _ 2

pTH
love—the first novel in three
years by the world's most
popular author, (Not pub* 18111lfished serially)

HAROLD BELL Mk\\>
WRIGHT !■&

$2.00 wherever boolcl JHj
■re *oid [fli

This is an Appleton Book ijSißSvftffSgzDtffil
D. APPLETON AND CO.
35 West 32nd St.,New York

Vitality of Germ*
Germs sealed up in culture tubes

20 years ago have been found to he
still alive hy Dr. Ortiz Patto, reports
Modern Mechanics Magazine. Hav-
ing a number of these culture tubes
made up as long ago as 1903. he in-
oculated samples into living animals
to see if typical diseases would 119,
produced. Many of the germs grew
in the new cultures and some pro-
duced disease just as these same
germs would have done when young.

Value of an outing is in its relaxa-
tion. What relaxation do you get
driving on a crowded cement high-
way?

SCIATICA?
Here is a never-failing

form of relief from
sciatic pain:

Mn
Take BayerAspirin tablets and avoid

needless suffering from sciatica —lum-
bago—and similar excruciating pains.
They do relieve; they don’t do any harm.
Just make sure it is genuine.

BAYER
ASPIBIX

“Dipped” Herring* tor Health
Mrs. Anna Kreisler, the oldest in-

habitant of Latvia, who died at the
age of 129, lived for many years al-
most entirely on raw herrings, which
she ate after dipping them in weak
black coffee. She attributed her
longevity to this diet.

Apple Possibilities
One co-operative of fruit growers

In the Shenandoah valley is now
making 400 separate products from
apples and marketing tiiem around
the world.—Country Home.

Attention, War Veterans and sales repre-
sentatives! Sure sales; pleasant work: leads
only. Exclusive territory. Detailed Utter
will convince you of biff earnings for vour-
self. Box 767, Hastings-on-Hudson. N. Y.

Neuritis, Rheumatism, Muscular Pains Rub-
bed out in Natural Way with Harvey’s
Penetrating Jelly. Largejar.il. Klro Prod-
ucts C0..8251 Melrose Ave., Hollywood. Calif.

CUREX used in cases of ECZEMA. TET-
TER, ITCH and other skin troubles is
guaranteed to bring relief even though
other treatment may have failed. Send
one dollar today for prompt shipment of
this healing preparation. Your money re-
funded without question if not satisfied^

THE THOMAS CHEMICAL CO.
Box 306 .... Lynchburg, Va.

WANTED—Agents to sell beautiful silk
embroidery Marquisett curtains to homes.
Sample pair, $2.00. MEYER. 609 Palisade
Avenue, West New York. New Jersey.

DAISY FLY KILLER
Placed anywhere. DAISY FLY KILLER attract, end
Mil, all Alia. Meat, ckan. ornamental, convenient and

from roar dceleii
HAROLD SOMERS. BROOKLYN, H. Y.

HIGH GRADE E
REPRESENTATIVES ONLY
New patented accessory, absolutely es-
sential to car-owner. Exclusive territory
available. Real opportunity for aggres-
sive.sai('s executive. Large returns on ini-
tial sales. Commissions paid on repeat
business, builds consistent income. Write

SOLTECTOR COMPANY
10844 Shoemaker Aye.. Detroit, Midi.

Rejuvenation
Dr. Sims Lee liice, The Richmond

surgeon, was talking about file Voro-
noff anti other methods of rejuve-
nation.

“These methods,” he said, “reju-
venate, yes, but the rejuvenation only
lasts a short time. A year or so
passes, and you are older, far older,
than before.”

“One of our millionaires,” Profes-
sor Itice went on, “underwent the re-
juvenating operation, and temporari-
ly the change in him was remark-
able. Though he was seventy years
old, a crop of thick brown hair burst
fortli on big bald head, his wrinkles
disappeared, and tile strength of
youth came back to him.

“When lie returned home the home
papers al! called him the grand old
man.”

Dr. Peery’s Vermifuge “Dead Shot*' kill,
and expels worms in a veryfew hours. One
doee suffices. It works quickly and surely.All Druggists. 60c.

PrPeery*s

vsjy Vermifuge
Atdrugiltsts or 372 Pearl Street. New York City

Stop Signals
The latest government bulletin rec-

ommends dressing little children in
bright colored clothes so that they
may be easier seen by motorists. —

Woman's Home Companion.

A J Fit't is sold onlyAvoid in this yellow
Q _ I can with theI * I black band.Typhoid gfaj

Largely carried by Flies. Get your I j I L jfl
Flit and the Special Hit Sprayer.
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