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ELKTON MARRIAGE RACKET

Senator Harold Cobourn has put

the Elkton marriage racket on the
spot by introducing a bill in the
Maryland Legislature that would ef-

fectually curb the quick marriage
business, which has been commer-
cialized to such an extent at Cecil’s
county seat, as to bring forth pretty
general condemnation,—except, of

course, from the well organized ring
that is reaping such a lucrative har-

vest from the racket. The bill will
meet with stubborn opposition from
those who are profiting by the busi-
ness, and have had political influence
enough in the past to defeat every

effort to change the law.
Time was when Delaware marri-

age laws were lax and Wilmington

was a popular get-married-quick
city, but right-thinking citizens
finally killed the racket by forcing

the passage of a law requiring a resi-

dence there of three days before the

marriage ceremony could be per-
formed.

The measure sponsored by Senator
Cobourn will put the taxicab ring

and preachers without churches out
of the marriage business completely.

Billboards and similar other means
of advertising the marriage mart

would also be forbidden.
Senator Cobourn will have the

support of a majority of the people
of our county in his legislative ef-
forts to curb the commercialized
marriage business in Cecil.

•

o
OLD AGE PENSION BILL

A bill providing for old-age pen-
sions in Maryland at an annual cost

of approximately $2,520,000, was
among a group of measures present-
ed to the General Assembly last

week. It is an administration meas-
ure. The bill provides that the sev-

eral counties and Baltimore city
shall pay one-third of all pensions
and expenses of administration, the

various units to be reimbursed by
the State to the extent of two-thirds
of such costs. It also sets up a de-
partment of old-age pensions and re-
lief, headed by a board of five mem-
bers, appointed by the Governor, and
the board to name an administra-
tor.

The measure provides a pension of

not more than $1 per day and the in-

come of the pensioner would be in-

cluded in the maximum, so that per-

sons with a private income of more
than S3O per month would not be
eligible.

O
GOLDSBOROUGH MEMBER NA-

TIONAL COMMITTEE
The Maryland delegation met on

January 25 and elected Congress-

man T. Alan Goldsborough of the
f irst District to be the Maryland
Member of the Democratic Nat < nal
Congressional Committee.

Mr. Goldsborough is the dean of
the Maryland delegation, having

been elected from the First District
to the Sixty-seventh Congress in
1921. He served during the past
year as a member of the National
Congressional Committee.

o
The cost of old age security, based

on the records of twenty-eight states
which include two-thirds of the popu-
lation, and now have old age pen-
sions, for the first year is “guessed”
at anywhere from fifty millions up

and increasing annually. In 1980
actuaries estimate that unless the
expense is cut down it will exceed
a billion dollars a year. This is

based on payments of thirty dollars
a month to those, over sixty-five who
qualify for old age pensions, and
would be increased if the monthly
payment is pushed up by Con-
gressional action.

O
Twenty-four States have abandon-

ed fixed speed limits and now pre-
scribe a maximum speed that is
“reasonable and proper,” thus plac-
ing on the motorist the burden of

driving safely.
Among the States having maxi-

mum limits, 40 and 4 5 miles an
hour are usual limits, although Idaho
and New Hampshire have 35-mile
limits, and North Dakota fixes a limit
of 50 miles. Maryland places the

limit at 4j miles an hour.

ASKS PURCHASE OF SUBMAR-
GINAL MARYLAND LAND

Planning Board Would Acquire Over

120,000 Acres for Public Uses

Recommendations for the pur-

chase of 126,000 to 192,000 acres of

submarginal land In ten Maryland
counties, for use in forestry, game

and water conservation, erosion con-
trol, recreational and similar pro-

jects, are made public by the State

Planning Commission.
A report, released by Abel Wol-

man, chairman of the commission
and State Engineer for the Public
Works Administration, at the con-

clusion of a commission
contained no estimate of the cost of
the project.

On a basis of the probable pur-

chase prices quoted, however, the

maximum costs of acquiring all the
land px-oposed apparently would
range between $1,000,000 and $3,-
000,000, whereas the additional cost
of resettling the approximately
2200 families now living on the land,
the administrative expenses and

the funds that would be required to
carry out the proposed development
of the land acquired might double
or triple the figure.

Mr. Wolman said, however, that
no more than three of the ten county

tracts recommended would be pur-
chased in the near future.

Without specifying exact localities,
Mr. Wolman 'grouped the general
areas involved and the manner in

which they would be utilized as fol-
lows:

Eastern Shore—Reforestation and

development of small game through

planting game food crops.

Southern Maryland Reforesta-
tion, game conservation and erosion
control.

Lower Western Shore—Recrea-

tional centers, available to Baltimore
and Washington, for picnicking,
hiking, horseback riding and nature
rtudy; ornamental tree planting;
game conservation from the aesth-
etic, rather than the hunting, view-
point; possible lake development and
fish culture.

Western Maryland—Possible de-
velopment into “one of the finest
recreational centers in the United
States” for camping, hunting, fish-
ing, hiking and nature study; game

conservation, water conservation and

erosion control.
The report was based on the find-

ings of a prolonged study of land
use problem in Maryland by a sub-

committee of the State Planning
Commission, headed by Dr. T. B.
Symons, director of the extension
service of the University of Mary-

land, with the aid of various State
and Federal agencies.

It was prepared "with the desire
to cooperate with the Federal Gov-
ernment in its program for elimina-
tion of submarginal lands from
agricultural production and their
better utilization for the people of
the State.”

o
A $1,699,021,390 highway con-

struction and repair program has
been suggested by the American As-
sociation of State Highway Officials.
It includes eliminating 4,068 grade
crossings, improving 5,326 bridges
eliminating 343 dangerous intersec-
tions, the construction of 1,739 belt-
line roads and by-passes around
cities, and 10,732 highway projects.

O
Production of maple sugar in

Maryland in 1934 was 18,000
pounds as compared with 25,000
pounds the year previous. The pro-
duction of sirup was 17,000 gallons
as compared with 25,000 gallons in
1933. Farm price for sugar was 13
cents a pound and sirup brought
sl.lO a gallon during- 1934.

o
A very fresh egg has practically

no “air cell" and is therefore too
“fall” to make a good hard boiled
egg. Its fullness causes It to stick
to the shell.

o ■■ ■
The washing away of soil from

farm lands has resulted in destruc-
tion for agricultural purposes of
35t OOQt OOQ acres,

,

WOULD MAKE MARYLAND 27TH

STATE TO HAVE INCOME
TAX LAW

Should the tax measure now being
advocated by the Maryland Farm
Bureau and the State Grange be en-
acted into law at the present session
of the Legislature, Maryland will be
the 27th state in the Union to adopt
such legislation. Wisconsin led all
other states In modern Income tax
legislation, passing such a law in
1911.

From the summarized report cov-
ering a recent study made of the
Maryland tax field at the instance of
the two farm organizations, the
prospective annual yield from a state

income tax in Maryland is estimated
at from 11,287,727 to 14,351,822,
depending on the rates imposed and
whether dividends from corporations
are included.

In arriving at reasonable bases of
comparison, the prevailing income
tax rates in the three neighboring

• states of Delaware, Virginia and
North Carolina were used. Dela-
ware’s tax rate being one per cent on
the first $3,000 of income; two per
cent on the next $7,000, and three
per cent on incomes in excess of
SIO,OOO. The yield frdm such a tax
as Governor Nice has proposed, ap-
plying half the federal rate, would

1 yield approximately $9,000,000.
This proposal would affect both in-
dividuals and corporations

In commenting on its practicabil-
ity, the tax experts who had prepar-
ed the Grange and Farm Bureau re-
port, acknowledged that “while the
revenue from a pet income tax is ir-
regular and falls on a rather selec-
tive and small group of individuals,

1 these arguments do not constitute
sufficient weight to outlaw an income
tax from the Maryland tax system.
Despite the fact that such a tax
would not ''-provide an adequate
source of revenue to take care of an
emergency situation, such as unem-
ployment relief, there is need for
such a tax as a permanent feature in
a comprehensive and equitable tax
system for Maryland.”

o
STATES ASSUME CONTROL OF
HIGHER PRIVATE EDUCATION

Greater supervision over privately
controlled colleges and universities
is being assumed by the various
states of the Union. Approximately
half of the state laws enacted require
such institutions to meet certain edu-
cational standards before they are
granted charters of incorporation.
In ten states higher educational in-
stitutions are not permitted to obtain
a charter unless the state board of
education, the state superintendent
of public instruction, or similar edu-
cational agency, specifically approves.

In a number of states a continual
supervision over the colleges and
universities obtains after their
charters have been granted, accord-
ing to a recent bulletin issued by the
Federal Office of Education. In
such a case a minimum quality of
higher education, as indicated by
their course of study, number of
faculty members, admission and
graduation requirements and similar
items, is required. Eleven states
provide by statute for an inspection
or visitation of the institutions, and
in seven states revoking of their ac-
crediting is authorized in the event
they fail to keep up the prescribed
standards of instruction.

Among the twenty states which'
have passed laws placing restriction
on the right of privately controlled
colleges and universities to grant de-
grees are Michigan, Nebraska, New
York and Pennsylvania. These laws
are rigid in their requirements.
Three states, Maine, Connecticut and
Massachusetts, require institutions of
higher learning under private control
to obtain authority from state legis-
latures before they are allowed to
confer degrees. Ten states prescribe
penalties including jail sentences and
fines for the illegal or fraudulent
granting of degrees.

In twenty states of the Union no
colleges or universities are permitted
to confer academic degrees unless
they have from SIOO,OOO to $500,000 t
in property, endowment or resources
as a guarantee that an adequate
academic program will be furnished
to the students upon whom degrees
are conferred.—News Bureau.

o
U. S. CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION

WARNS AGAINST MISLEAD-
ING INFORMATION

Washington, D. C., Jan 31, 1935.
i —The United States Civil Service

Commission says that numerous let-
ters received at its office from differ-
ent parts of the country indicate that
misleading information is being giv-
en to the public by agents of some of
the correspondence schools which

' give instruction in preparation for
' civil-service examinations.

To guard against the loss of
money paid for tuition of this kind
the Civil Service Commission in-
forms the public as follows:

No one can promise appointments
to positions for which the United
States Civil Service Commission
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TREND OF WORLD AFFAIRS

By Lucy Meacham Thruston

Political questions of the greatest
importance are often closeted as se-
curely as one puts a treasure away
for safe keeping. If the treausure
be a vase, a piece of silver, of glass
or pewter, it must be carefully dust-

ed before it is brought out into the
open again. Political questions
which have been closeted in Con-
gressional committee rooms and
which uublic opinion demands to
have brought out into the open and
again considered are like those
treasures of china or silver. They
must be cleared of the dust of par-
tial forgetfulness—forgetfulness not

of intent but of details. The World
Court is one of these long closeted
questions. Also it has been fre-
quently brought out and presented.
Still its 'last retirement was un-
usually long. And again it is being
considered.

The idea of a world court is an old
one. Pierre Dubois suggested it in
1305. Another Frenchman, Emeric
Cruco, published a book in 16 23
which gave it direction and defini-
tion. But not until the 19th cen-
tury did it become a matter of prac-
tical consideration by statesmen and
students of international relations.

The first Peace Conference at the
Hague in 1899 was the first positive
step. A second Peace Conference at
the Hague was held in 1907. The
American delegation to this felt en-
couraged sufficiently to bring back
the report that “The foundations of
a Permanent Court have been broad-
ly and firmly laid. . . .a little time, a
little patience, and the great work is
accomplished.”

But is was not accomplished by
1914. The world came to this year
of tragedy with no general machin-
ery for handling international dis-
puts except the Permanent Court of
Arbitration. And no urther steps

were made until the Peace Confer-
ence drew up and presented to the
League of Nations “plans for the
establishment of a Permanent Court
of International Justice.” In 1920
the Council of the League invited a
group of distinguished jurists to
frame a plan for the new court.
Elihu Root was among those invited.
The plans they drew up were adopted
in December 1920. Since then the
question has been presented to the
United States in 1923, 1925, '26, ’29,
’3 o—and0—and then closeted. Three
Presidents have asked the Senate’s
“advice and consent to the adhesion
of the United States.” Harding,
Coolidge, Hoover; and now the
fourth President is making the same
request. In 192 6 the Senate “adopt-
ed a resolution advising and consent-
ing to the Protocol by the United
States” with five reservations. Ac-
ceptance cf these was obtained by
1929—Then closeting.

All the United States has asked
has been granted. Public opinion is
firmly behind the measure. The

Senate opposition is again trying to
tangle up the matter by another
reservation knowing that such would
ned to be sent to Geneva and then
receive signature by all other signa-
tories. But hasn’t this most import-
ant matter been closeted and re-
closeted enough?

o

Telephone communication between
the United States, Canada, Cuba and
Mexico, and Java and Sumatra in the
Dutch East Indies, is now operated
over short wave stations of the Amer-
ican Telephone and Telegraph Com-
pany in California, near San Fran-
cisco.

Telephone connections are estab-
lished over a new channel 8,700 miles
in length as compared with 14,500
miles routed by New York, London and
Amsterdam as was necessary before
the present system became operative.

This new radiotelephone circuit is
the longest operated by the American
Telephone and Telegraph Company,
being twice the length of the circuits
now in use between New York r.nc
London and more than 1,700 miles
longer than the circuit now in ser-
vice between Pan Francisco and
Manila

O
Whenever the per capita ‘axes are

figured up, many people think no
money at ail comes out of them.
They pay, all the same.

holds examinations. The claim that
such assurance can be given brands
the person making it as a fraud.

Information regarding examina-
tions for the United States Civil Ser-
vice may be obtained from the
boards of United States Civil Service
Examiners. There is such a board
in each community which has a post

office of the first or the second class.
In nearly all cities the civil service
board is located at the post office.

Before paying money for tuition,
or signing a contract, it is advisable
to make inquiry concerning the pros-
pect of examinations. There is rea-
son to believe that agents of some
schools deceive the public as to the
probability of early examinations.

No school has advance information
regarding the need for employees or
the probability of examinations.

HIS JEWELS

Evangelist John Moses Baker
Baltimore, Md.

Some day He will make up His
jewels,

Coming back to claim His own;
To be with our God forever,

In Heaven, that beautiful home.
All sorrow and heartache will be

over;
No more toiling time or care;

Sweet peace passing all understand-
ing,

In that city so wonderous and fair.

Singing the song of redemption,
With all the redeemed up on high;

When Jesus makes up His jewels,
Far beyond the starry sky.

We know not the day, nor the hour,
The tide takes out for the sea,

Let us be faithful and watching,

When He comes for you and me.

o
AUTO CLUB URGES WIDER HIGH-

WAYS ■
Maryland's highway difficulties are

due to the fact that between 60 and
80 per cent of motor vehicle traffic
is carried on a mileage of trunk
roads constituting only 12 to 15 per
cent of the State highway system,
according to engineers of the Key-
stone Automobile Club of Maryland.

Wiliiam S. Canning, Engineering
Director of the Club, who recently
announced the results of an eight-
month survey of the State’s roads,
throws additional light on the high-
way picture in -a statement explain-
ing his recommendations for con-
struction of more than 400 miles of
roads wider than 20 feet.

“While the State has been engag-
ed in building and improving a wide-
spread network of highways,” he
said, “there has developed an amaz-
ing increase in traffic volume, both
local and inter-state, on a relatively
small mileage of main trunk high-
ways. It must be obvious that these
main roads must be widened to ac-
commodate not only present but fu-
ture traffic.

"In the first place, safety demands
it, and in the second, it will prove
a good investment, because the his-
tory of highway improvement shows

that the more facilities available to
motorists the greater is the number
of car owners and the greater the
receipts from registrations and gaso-

line tax. Increased use of main
highways means more money,

through the gas tax, for improve-
ment of lesser roads and continued
assurance of relief of counties from
their bond debt service.

“The Legislature will do well to
study this situation carefully before
enactment of any laws affecting the
highways.”

o
The fool wanders, the wise man

travels.
o

None think the great unhappy but
the great.

o
And all may do what has by man

been done.—Young.
o

Historians are those who dare tell j
the truth about people after they are |
dead.

o
Many men like to say that they

don’t understand women; but there
are many men who do, and they
usually make good husbands.

Where’s Mother/*
TELEPHONING k Ti^7|R

AUNT EMMA 1)

They are talking about the church
affair next week.
Mother does a good deal of telephoning
every day to members of the family and
to the neighbors.
She says it keeps her from ever feeling
lonesome anymore.
And she feels saferknowing that she can
reach the doctor on a moment's notice
and get help quickly if there's a fire.

YOUR TELEPHONE
HAS A THOUSAND USES

CHESAPEAKE & POTOMAC TEL. CO. of BALTIMORE CITY
North St., Elkton, Md. Elkton 9900
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COLORS IMPORTANT FACTOR IN

SELECTING CLOTHING
Color of the skin is a far more im-

portant factor to be considered in
proper selection of clothing for the
individual than is color of either the
eyes or hair, according to Miss Helen
Shelby, clothing specialist for the
University of Maryland Extension
Service. Miss Shelby explains that
because there is generally such a
large area of skin showing and be-
cause the pigment of some skins Is
so dominant, it is a much more Im-
portant factor than is the small
amount of color found in hair and
eyes.

She points out that colors have the
power to attract or repel and for
this reason they should be studied
carefully, especially with relation to
the costume, which should always
increase the attractiveness of the in-
dividual and never be more forceful
than the personality.

For example, it is a well-known
fact that the brighter and warmer
shades have a tendency to forc9
themselves to the front and create
the feeling of aggressiveness. When
worn in clothing, they have a tend-
ency to make the wearer look
heavier and larger in size. On the
other hand, according to Miss Shel-
by, the cooler and more subdued
tones have just the reverse effect and
are dignified and more formal.
Colors which reflect the dominant
personality trait of the wearer
should be the ones seected.

Colors may have a definite effect
upon the disposition and nervous
system of the wearer, also, it is
pointed out. In this respect warm
and bright colors, such as red and
orange, are inclined to be noisy and
fatiguing, whereas the cooler shades,
such as blue and green are quiet and
restful.

o
The Treasury Department figures

that participation in the World War
cost the United States about 60,-
000,000,000, not including $12,-
000,000,000 in war debts owed by
foreign nations and apparently about
lost.

o-
ORPHANS’ COURT

I Accounts Passed—First and final
account of Wilmer W. Murphy and
Theodore R. Murphy, administrators
of Elmer E. Murphy; first and final
account of Lidie D. Sager; second
and final account of H. poist,
executrix of Estelle N. ClajHtt,

Wt:


