
MANY of the women who enthusiastically supported the woman

suffrage movement seem to have concluded that with the granting
of the right of suffrage woman’s work was done. The old saying, so
often quoted with sympathy for the housewife, applies very directly to

the emancipated woman of today, for it is still true that “woman’s work
is never done.”

The women of America have proved that —

“He is a fool who thinks by force or skill
To turn the current of a woman’s will,”

but the gaining of the privilege of voting was only the first chapter of
the story of woman’s part in politics—nay, only the preface to the book.

The chapters to come must deal with woman’s conscientious participation
in the contests between right and wrong that the forces of good and evil
wage at every election. Particularly upon the women who were respon-
sible for the granting of suffrage to the sex will fall the responsibility if
the new law does not function properly and prove to be the force for
good which they promised that it should be. If political activity is left to

the ignorant and corrupt members of the sex, women will discover that

the evils of the old regime will simply be multiplied.
In order that the dire prophe-

cies of the backward-lookers and
moss-growers may not be fulfilled,
those who would make the woman’s

vote an influence for good must

remember that the primary requi-
site is that our women really exer-
cise the right of suffrage, and exer-
cise it intelligently. The instruction
and encouragement of the new vot-

ers is undoubtedly going to prove a
greater task than the preliminary
work of securing the right of suf-
frage for them.

The Just Government League
took the first step in the direction
of the instruction of women voters

when it established a bureau of in-
formation and instruction at Bra-
ger’s Department Store. The offer

of facilities for this work came
from “Brager of Baltimore,” and the League was quick to see the won-
derful possibilities of the plan, and promptly accepted the tender which

was made of a location in a big establishment where thousands of women

pass every day.

Pleasant quarters were furnished, adjoining the women’s restroom.

Two model voting booths were constructed, a regular official ballot-box
secured from the Board of Election Supervisors, and election maps of

the city and individual wards were provided. The officials of the Board
of Supervisors, as well as the members of the Brager organization, were
courteous and obliging, sparing no pains to co-operate in making the

enterprise a success.

At the inception of the undertaking the League faced an unexpected
but entirely natural situation. It found that many of those who were
willingand enthusiastic workers when the smoke hung over the battlefield
had returned to the home fleshpots and refused to be lured to the less-

inspiring task of the work of construction and reconstruction that inev-

itably follows a war. Although the Brager ads gave generous space to

our appeal for volunteer workers and announced that the Just Govern-
ment League had formed a sort of normal school for suffrage instructors
at the headquarters of the League at 817 North Charles street, the num-
ber of responses was disappointingly small.

To Mrs. Calvin Gabriel was given the task of providing for the in-

struction of the teachers, while to Mrs. Louise Wilson Schwarz and Mrs.
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E. Griswold Thelin was left the responsibility for the management of the
Instruction and Information Bureau at Brager’s. Mrs. Helen Law
Finnell, assisted by Mrs. M. W. Waters, assumed direct charge of the
instruction of the voters. For over a month the bureau has been in
operation, and from 200 to 300 women have applied for instruction and
information daily. Many interesting and amusing incidents have oc-
curred and an incalculable amount of good has been done. The informa-
tion is entirely non-partisan, and in addition to information as to primary
and general election laws, dates of elections and the method of casting a
ballot, statements as to the duty of exercising the suffrage are repeated
for the benefit of those who are finding difficulties at home in the fulfill-
ment of their new duties as voters.

One widowed mother brought her son, who was a timid boy, for in-
struction in ballot marking. Both went away happy and together sought
the registration office of their precinct, where their names were enrolled.
Another woman, who is a fit candidate for the croix de guerre, was unable
to visit the bureau, but she sent a note by a little io-year-old girl. The
note read, in substance: “Please write where Igo to register. lam the
mother of 15 children, and a woman who has done that much for her
country shall have a vote, even if I have to slip out secretly and do it, for

my husband objects, but I willput
one over on him.”

If the women whose interest in
the subject of woman suffrage is
waning would visit the bureau at

Brager’s, that interest would be re-
awakened and their loyalty to the
cause strengthened by the demon-
stration of the practical good that is
being accomplished. Let’s not jus-
tify these lines from Aurora Leigh,
by Elizabeth Barrett Browning:

“The works of women are symbol-
ical.

We sew, sew, prick our fingers,
dull our sight,

Producing what? A pair of slip-
pers, sir,

To put on when you’re weary—or
a stool

To tumble over and vex you . . . ‘Curse that stool!’
Or else at best a cushion where you lean
And sleep, and dream of something we are not,
But would be for your sake. Alas, alas!
This hurts most, this . . . that, after all, we are paid
The worth of our work, perhaps.”

ALL ARE WELCOME—BUT

A SPECIAL INVITATION
is extended to all voters who either oppose or are in doubt as to their position on
the League of Nations, to come to 817 N. Charles St.

Tuesday, October 27th, 8 P. M. Sharp
SPEAKER:

LIEUT.-COL. ROBERT J. GILL of the Rainbow Division
Come and Bring Others

MR. WESTERN STARR
Will Speak On

THE FARMER-LABOR PARTY
Friday, October 29th, at 8 P . M.

817 N. CHARLES ST.
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