
Greenbelt Cooperator

TOPICS OF THE DAY

The consumer cooperative embodies
more nearly than anything else the 3-
conomic pattern of that."American Dream"
which the Declaration of Independence
defines and.which American history has
been a struggle to make real. It
points the way to the economic embodi- •

ment of equality—-the economic expres-
sion of brotherhood and democracy.

Our great conflict is between one
group of people intent on accumulating
great fortunes. The other group is
just struggling to exist or live. Many
critics have told the fearful story but
give little or no help, for they never
give us a clear and definite road out.
When we propose a definite plan, we can
properly direct our attention and our
energies. :

Thomas Jefferson was a cooperator.
The form of government that he con-
ceived is called democratic. It might
have been called cooperative—it means
the same thing. The Constitution of
the United States is the greatest charter
of human..rights and liberties in the
world; Intended to safeguard the rights
of its members and secure to its people
control of their affairs, it clothes,
them- with the power to compel the . cen-
tral agencies to respond to their will.

Cooperation has no back door or se-
cret methods or formula. The more peo-
ple know about it, the better they will
like it.

Cooperation in its true form is to
business what democracy at its best is
to political government. It starts at
the bottom and builds up. It operates
at its best first in small groups. It
decentralizes power. It places all
authority in the hands of its members.
The gateway of cooperation is open to
all people of all lands, conditions and
times. It harms no one. It destroys .

nothing. It aims to build up, to in-
crease,. to develop, to perfect all.
Cooperation opposes monopoly for others
and does not seek or desire monopoly for
itself. It condemns profiteering in
others 'and'" limits profits
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for itself.. Cooperation seeks to in-
crease production and a fair distribu-
tion. It is frugal, generous and altru-
istic. Its ideal is fairness, fratern-
ity and friendship. It can exist only
when majorities rule. This is the real
cooperation,• and not the imitation
promoted by selfishness and greed.

Economy of distribution is its most
important function. It is an escape
from the corrupt exploiting swindle of
corporation rule.

,

In the agricultural,cooperative we
favor a decentralized form or organiza-
tion wherever possible. A centralized
control is not cooperative

#
when imposed

from without.
true cooperative puts people

back to work and. saves the community
the expense of supporting the army of
non-producing middlemen; and relief rolls
and, where the farmers direct their own
business they furnish I*o cushioned
chair for drones. .

Harry R. Marlowe.
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CHILDRENS CHRISTMAS PARTY
TOMORROW NIGHT AT SEVEN O*CLOCK

There will be a Christmas party for
the children of Greenbelt in the Communi-
ty Center Thursday night, December 23,
at 7 o*clock.

Through the cooperation of Johnny
Graham*s orchestra and the dance com-
mittee, the proceeds of the dance held
last Wednesday night will be used to pro-
vide the children with refreshments.

The program will open with the singing
of Christmas carols.

Each grade of the Greenbelt school
will have an interesting part in the pro-
gram. Recitations will be given by the
smaller children and dances will be fea-
tured by the little people.

The program, will be climaxed with the
singing of n Jingle .Bells’ 1 and the appear-
ance of Santa Claus.

W. R. P.
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