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Editor, The Cooperator:

Doggone (dawggone) this dog situation!
Many Greenbelt kiddies hope that Santa
will he able to fix matters. But their
daddies are trying to do something more
material. They have formulated a plan,
'which, if accepted as’ an ordinance,
would insure Greenbelt of reasonable re-
strictions in the matter.

Each dog must be registered with and
licensed by the Town Clerk. A small part
of this revenue would be set aside for
procurement of' distemper and rabies se-
rum. Government, State, Md. State Agri-
cultural College and County officials
will be glad to furnish the innoculating
service free where such service would
tend to provide protection for its con-
stituents.

The trx for male dogs should be $2 or
$3 each per calendar year. For female
dogs, sls each for a like period. This
is not for what the sls would mean to
Greenbelt*s treasury, but for the dis-
couragement of wholesale propagation.
What Greenbelt citizen would pay sls for
a dog license?

Vicious dogs. A dog usually reflects
the intelligence and disposition of his
master. Training is a chief factor in
the life of a dog and the person who
will'not give sufficient time to his pet,
should not own one. A neglected dog,
like a neglected child, will be ob-
streperous.

Greenbelt offers an unusually good
opportunity to prove that dogs which are
not fenced ih or tied up are the least
offensive. It has been proven that most
animals will avoid strangers or mankind
in general when met in the'open. But
when cornered, tied, or penned they as-
sert themselves because they know not
what evil the stranger may bear them
and the law of self-preservation plays
its part.

"Where are the dog lovers going to
quarter their pets" is asked only by
those opposed to pets. A dog, if given
half a chance, will out-do a human in
cleanliness and hygiene.

Summing up the situation we should
consider that certain something in a
child’s mind which needs development and
nothing short of a live pet will suffice.

Herkud W. V. Letkemann

Editor, Cooperator:

There has "been quite a bit of comment
about dogs not being allowed in G-reen-
belt. I don*t believe the average per-
son •understands the layout and condition
of our community. They only seem to
mention dogs. If one person is permit-
ted to have a dog, his neighbor should
be allowed to have a cat, or any animal
whatever. Then what would happen? The
dogs and cats would fight with each ‘

other. In the' early hours of the morn-
ing it is not so easy to shut up a cat
serenade. How a cat loves to prowl and
howl all nightl

We have no fences in Greenbelt# If
we turned our pots loose they would
chase over people*s yards (as well as our
own), digging and destroying flowers and
shrubery, and dirtying the yard. Small
children, out playing, may accidently
step in the ( )!

We don*t all have grown children,
and as this is a cooperative community,
we must think of the neighbors with
small children, too.

We could not keep pets in the house
all the time; they, too, like exercise#
You may say dogs grow up with children,
and are a protection for them. Do. you
realize that your children play with
other children and suppose they push each
other or get into a scrap as most child-
ren do? The well-tra. ned dog will prob-

. ably come to the rescue and someone will
be bittenl I might have a poodle and
you a police dog, yet you should have
as much right to have your dog as I to
have nine. If it is well trained to pro-
tect your children, it is dangerous to
other children.

I think most children like cats and
dogs and when they 'see them, like to go
up and pet them or pull their tails. If
the animal isn*t good-natured, it will
scratch or bite a child#

Do we need them for protection? We
have guards and police for that purpose
If yours is a watch dog, he*s going to
bark every time your neighbor comes
home late or goes along your walk#

One bark will start other dogs bark-
ing.

L. J. Brosmer
338 Ridge Road.
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