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How We Pick Them
We are not going to tell you how to vote next Tuesday,

but we thought you might possibly be interested in how
we are picking our own candidates for councilmen.

Out of the 14 who are seeking election to the five Town
Council seats we note several with considerable ability,
some who have already served their community well, afew on whose honesty and integrity we can depend—and
there are others for whom we can find little praise. From
those we know well and from those of whom we know little
we must select five at Tuesday’s polls to assume responsi-
bility for running Greenbelt to our satisfaction during the
next two years.

We do not expect the town to become an utopia if they
do their job well, or to perish if they do their job poorly.
The councilmen are not that important, due to the contin-
uing supervision provided by the town manager arrange-
ment we have, and to the watchful eye of Farm Security
Administration. But these five neighbors whom we select
to legislate for us can increase our safety, keep our ex-
penses to a minimum, enlarge the recreational facilities,
and make a dozen other improvements which will make
our residence here happier and which will meet the ap-
proval of other Americans who are watching our experi-
ment here with so much hope Or, they might make Green-
belt a national joke by foolish ordinances, plunge us into
endless debt by unwise expenditures, split us into bitter
factions by leadership of scheming cliques, let our measure
of self-government trickle away by depending too much
on the community administration provided by F. S. A.
Through ill-considered action, careless statements, slovenly
work, a single council member can bring disrepute to the
body. By failing to provide means for public expression on
the various community issues the council can shake our
faith in democracy.

It is important then to vote carefully, and only after
considering with as keen judgement as possible what is
said of the candidates in this issue of the Cooperator and
what the candidates themselves say at the Citizens Associ-
ation meeting Monday night in the Auditorium.

The five we select must have demonstrated to our satis-
faction a balanced judgement, a sense of fairness, reason-
able intelligence, ability and willingness to work without
too much love of publicity and reward, and respect for all
of us as neighbors and citizens rather than as voters to be
flattered by funny stories and smooth oratory every two
years. We are not so much interested in the candidate’s
public declaration of intentions as we are in his translation
of words into action for the common good. We shall ask
not how many offices the candidate held in local organi-
zations, but rather how well his work was done in these
community activities.

And we are reminding ourselves again and again that
this is a Town Council election and not a popularity contest.

The King Is Dead; Long Live the King
The seven directors of the Health Association were

replaced Thursday night with seven new directors, setting
a new record for leadership mortality in Greenbelt. But
whatever may be said for or against the organization there
should be clear recognition of its ability to pack the house.
No larger meeting of Greenbelters was ever assembled in
the Auditorium, and if that many people are interested
in the outcome of a crisis, democracy is not yet dead, and
the Health Association may yet ripen to a maturity less
frought with fighting and bad feeling.

Inspiration for this editorial went through a tortuous
evolution as the meeting pressed on towards the morning
hours. We were moved to admiration at the size of the
crowd and the efficient handful of reports and ballot blanks
we received at the door. We v/ere aghast at the size of the
vote which threw out all consideration of reports by the
board or the fact-finding committee. We were thrilled by
the evidence of a spirit of compromise and a willingness to
work a sensible way out of the doctor-board-membership
dilerana which was in evidence all through the meeting.
And we were alarmed at the violent emotionalism of a few
who seemed determined on having their own way regard-
less of consequences. We were interested in observing the
applause which greeted Dr. Silagy’s appearance in front of
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the audience. And we left wondering how long this new
board would last.

fTo the Editor— |
For Catholic Women

Kindly give this news item a
place in this week’s issue of your
paper:

For the purpose of organizing
a Court of the Catholic Daughters
of America, a meeting will be held
in St. Jerome’s Church Hall, Hy-
attsville, on Tuesday evening,
September 9, at 8 o’clock.

All Catholic women and girls
over 18 years of age are urged to
attend, to meet the Maryland
State Regent, Miss Margaret J.
Buckley. It is sincerely hoped that
this district will be well repres-
ented.

—Mrs. Rudolph S. Allen,
College, Park, Md.

A Last Word
To the Editor:

I was going to say, in the report
I was not permitted to make at
the meeting the other night that,
whatever the outcome of the
meeting, I was determind to re-
sign, within a month, all positions
of community leadership or re-
sponsibility in Greenbelt, for a
year at least—that my health and
my job in Washington required
that I do so. Since I was not able
to make that announcement a
matter of record at the meeting,
I’d appreciate being able to do so
in the Cooperator, so that my
forthcoming resignation from the
G. C. S. board won’t be too badly
misinterpreted.

Along this line, as a sort of last
Last Stand, for the time being at
least, I should like to say this: I
do not feel too badly over the ac-
tion of the Health Association in
regard to me. I am sorry that the
general respect for my integrity
and judgment has sunk to so low
an ebb, but I have always realized
that anyone in public life is sub-
ject to such vicissitudes of for-
tune. Personally I feel that I have
profited largely by my community
activities in Greenbelt and I am
sincerely grateful for the oppor-
tunities Greenbelt has offered me.

I should like to say this, too. I
can sympathize and respect the
feeling of personal loyalty that
apparently motivated the action
of the Health Association tne other
night. I only hope that that feel-
ing has not, as I fear it has, led
the people to make a decision op-
posed to their true best interests.
Peoples in Europe will testify that
that is possible, you know.

Certainly I must hope that the
method of acting followed at that
meeting isn’t being set as -a prec-
edent for democratic action in
Greenbelt. Ward heel politics,
demogoguery, failure to thrash
out the facts in open meeting face
to face, blind acceptance of state-
ments made by prejudiced per-
sons, emotionalism—these are the
things that serve to bring demo-
cracy into disrepute.

Surely these are the things that
ultimately destroy democracy.
Few will agree with me, evidently,
that these were pretty much in
the saddle last Thursday. I felt,
more than I have ever felt before,
like a voice crying in the wilder-
ness. But I hope against hope that
some few more of our citizens will
see the dangers facing our local
institutions and be moved to act.

Mr. Braden has a motto in his
office which we all might well
keep in mind: “Get the Facts”.

—Howard C. Custer

Hospital Supporter
To the Editor:

From the nature of one of your
letters in last week’s Cooperator,
I suspect that “Old-Timer” may
shortly need the services of the
hospital he criticizes for an oper-
ation for atrophy of the brain.

It surprises me that “Old-
Timer” doesn’t propose that we
feed our children hay instead of
milk and eggs, as another economy
measure.

And, if “Old-Timer” has any
children, he would probably con-
tend that it would be much
cheaper to shoot them if they
break their legs than pay the hos-
pital bill.

Despite the fact that the hos-
pital has shown a deficit since its
inception, none of us has had to
pay any additional taxes because
of it. But, tax or no tax, I contend
that an annual loss of SII,OOO on
the hospital is justified if having
the hospital in Greenbelt results
in the saving of only one life per
year—even if that one life is
“Old-Timer’s”. .

—Peter Rabbit

Friday, September 12, 1941
event that the arbiters decide
against Dr. Silagy, the new board
shall use its discretion as to
whether to proceed against him.”

As presiding officer, Cameron
Carman, president of Group
Health in Washington, had the task
of giving each faction a hearing
while at the same time keeping the
meeting on a firm, parliamentary
keel. In a short addrc.'s to the■ nembershiD prior to the opening
of the meeting he expressed ahope
that the controversy he decided on
the basis of issues and principles
rather than personalities. Com-
munity Manager, Roy S Braden
informed the membership of a re
cent meeting in his office attended
by the directors and Dr. Silagy
at which a recommendation com-
mittee of seven was agr°ed upon,
lie added that most of the men
agreed upon could not bo reached,
however, and the project was
abandoned. Mr. Bradei. made a
plea for further consideration of
■iuch a committee.

The gymnasium was crowded by
an estimated attendar.ee of over
400. Progress into the hall was
siow, as members were required to
stop inside the door for cards en-
titling them to vote. Voting
forms, a financial report, and a last
minute flier were also Deing dis-
tributed. The feeling of unrest
prevailing at the meeting was es-
pecially evident during the first
fifteen minutes, as those in tho
back were unable to hear. The
lights went out by accident as the
amplification system was hurriedly
plugged in, and caused a buzz of
irritated surprise from the tense
participants.

First test vote to indicate the
strength of the two factions pres-
ent came when the prepared
agenda for the meeting was set
aside after extended argument.
This was followed by adoption of a
by-laws amendment to permit di-
rectors to be removed more easily.

Although the origins, petition
responsible for the meeting re-
quested the membership to recall
all but two of the directors, namely
Lincoln Clark, Howard .Custer,
Mary Shorb, Bob Volckhausen, and
Peggy Zorach, leaving only Leah
Chinitz and Ed Walther, the mo-
tion adopted by the members se-
cured resignations from the entire
seven.

— ——————

No Love Lost
To the Editor:

Here is a political cud on which
I hope you and your Cooperator
constituents will chew when elec-tion day arrives:

1. Council Candidate Walther
announced rather heatedly at a
recent meeting of many citizens
in the auditorium somewhat as
follows: “I do not believe in elec-
ted bodies. The G.C.S. functions
only because it is run by the New
York crowd; the Town Council is
pushed around by the Town Man-
ager.”

2. Council Candidates Gawthrop
and Ricker are evidently much dis-
inclined to support continued op-
eration of Greenbelt Hospital.

3. Candidates Walther, Gawlh-
rop and Ricker voted the raise in
pay for Council members (next
Council).

4. Candidate Walther has been
head of the local civilian defense
program for some months—has he
accomplished anything?

5. Didn’t Candidate George
Bauer toss off the mantle of lead-
ership of the Citizens Association
after one meeting under his gavel?

—T. T.

Health Group
(Continued from Pago 1)

mittee to be instituted as follows:
a. One member shall be appointed
by the present board; b. one mem-
ber shall be appointed by Dr.
Silagy; c. one member shall be ap-
pointed by the American Arb tra-
tion Association.

“3. That in the event that the
Arbitration Association cannot be
of assistance or that it is found
mpractical to avail ourselves of

their services, the town manager
proceed to appoint/ the arbilrari >n
committee from the panel already
agreed upon.

“4. That, pending a decision of
the Arbitration Committee. Dr.
Gilagy and the Drs. Riehardsrn
continue to serve the Association
•and the community and chat Dr.
Silagy shall be offered the com-
promise contract; and, in the

BILLHIMER & PALMER
1937 PACKARD 4 dr. trunk Sedan,
“120” Series $350
1935 FORD 2 dr. Sedan* Perfect ..$149
1936 FORD 4 dr. Trunk Sedan $245

EASY TERMS
2 Drs. So. New Court House Evenings & Sunday
5200 Blk., Rhode Island Ave. WA. 0902

ALL WE ASK
is that when in the market for a New or Used Car

you compare Our Quality and Prices.

SELLERS SALES & SERVICE j
Dodge and Plymouth Automobiles

P. A. SELLERS, Prop.
Riverdale, Maryland Phone WArfield 6000

rgrrrr;t:-r:r:r:g :r'!rr-r-r;Tr:r: rrrri-rtrrr -r-r^r’T-Trrr: !rt^!Uttj!m

j6. P. IVERSEN COMPANY
Wholesale Fruits and Vegetables

1211—1213 Maine Ave., S. W.
Washington, D. C.

National 1125—6—7—8—9

SUPPLIERS TO YOUR FOOD STORE

OHM DOWN BIIVS Mil OF THESE
1940 FORD Tudor $595.
1937 DICTATOR Coupe $349.

Williams Sells More Studebakers In Greenbelt.
There Must Be A Reason

WILLIAMS MOTORS
111 Balto. Blvd., Colmar Manor, Md.
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