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To wn To Meet Oj/Transportation
Ricker Appointed
Probational
GCS Manager

Thomas B. Ricker has been
named acting general manager of
Greenbelt Consumer Services for
a period extending through Sep-
tember, it was announced Sunday.
This is a probational appointment
given to Mr. Ricker by the board
in order that he may have an op-
portunity to prove his ability to
assume the position permanently.

Of 2l applications received and
considered by the board, all except
two were gradually eliminated as
the directors carefully considered
their qualifications. Charles M.
Beltt, a man of considerable ex-
perience in the management of
cooperatives in Minnesota, and Mr-.
Ricker remained as the two can-
didates being considered last Sat-
urday.

Meeting from 5 o’clock to past
midnight Saturday, with only a
short recess for dinner, the board
members interviewed both Mr.
Beltt, who was invited to Green-
belt for this purpose, and Mr.
Ricker.

Trial Period Seems Best
Finally, after two and a half

hours of earnest deliberation fol-
completion of the last in-

V directors decided to
in the capac-

jfetfer for a trial
’ ' ■ 'XcZbt' woultl be

further

It was stated that during the
short time that he has been tem-
porarily acting as general man-
ager, due to George E. Hodsdon’s
reporting for military duty on
April 2, he has demonstrated cer-tain qualities which indicate that
he is capable.

Because of the responsibilities
placed on the shoulders of the
general manager of G. C. S. dur-
ing these trying times, the di-
rectors decided upon the proba-
tional appointment. This will give
Mr. Ricker a fair chance to prove
himself.

Mr. Ricker was appointed as-
sistant manager of G. C. S. in
May last year. On the occasions
that Mr. Hodedon was absent fromthe community during that time,
he was in active charge of the
cooperative. He has participated
in the management affairs of G.C. S. at all times since his ap-
pointment as assistant manager. At
the same time he directed the oper-
ations of the garage and service
station as manager of those enter-
prises.

Extensive Training Shown
Mr. Ricker is a graduate of

Business High School and Poteet’s
Business College in Washington.
His education at both institutions
was preparatory to an extensivetraining in local business admin-istrations.

Before coming to Greenbelt in
1938, he operated his own service
station and garage business in Sil-ver Spring, Md. Previous to thatMr. Ricker supervised the manage-
ment of four Gulf Oil Corpora-
tion stations.

For the past three years Mr.
Ricker has served as a member of
the Town Council and has been ac-
tive in the affairs of G. C. S.
for four years.

In the field of outside activities,
he was elected to and has served
two and a half years on the boardof directors of the Gaithersburg
Petroleum Cooperative, an organi-
zation which did a business last
year of $1,500,000.

With reference to G. C. S., Mr.
Ricker stated that he “feels that
because of the critical times this
cooperative has a better opportu-
nity than ever before to demon-
strate to the people of Gre°nbelt
the real value to be derived from
cooperation as consumers.”

Council To Hold
Public Hearing
Of New Ordinance

Postponing action on a new or-
dinance which would eliminate
season and monthly passes for the
swimming pool because of the
shortage of purifying chemicals,
the Town Council has scheduled
a special meeting and public hear-
ing for May 4 at 7:30 p.m. to
enable Greenbelt citizens to make
known their reactions to the pro-
posal. Although the prices for
single admissions and strips of
10 tickets are unchanged from
last year, season and monthly
passes are not to be available. In
discussing the proposed ordinance,
Assistant Town Manager Arthur
L. Rysticken explained that prac-
tically no swimming pools are of-
fering passes this year since puri-
fying chemicals can not be pur-
chased in quantities larger than
one month’s supply.

Although the Council discussed
the possibility of limiting the use
of the pool to Greenbelt residents,
it was pointed out that last year
the pool revenue from Greenbelt
residents was only S9OO while the
revenue from others amounted
to $5,100. It was further brought
out that any serious reduction in
revenue from the pool would cur-
tail the spring and summer rec-
reation program.

After disclosing that some cur-
tailment of town services has
been necessary because the sums
in lieu of taxes which are to be
paid by the Federal Works Agency
have not been received, the Town
Council unanimously passed a
motion requesting Town Solicitor
Ralph W. Powers to explore the
legal means available to obtain
payment of these sums. Mr.
Powers is to be invited to attend
the next regular meeting of the
Council.

In a brief ceremony, Mr. Ry-
sticken announced that Director
of Recreation Vincent Holochwost
had successfully completed a
course in municipal recreation
given by the Institute of Munici-
pal Administration.

Sponsored by Councilman
Frank J. Lastner, a resolution
was passed which provides for
circulating to new members of
Greenbelt material which wel-
comes them, invites them to be-
come acquainted with the vari-
ous organizations, and to attend
Town Council meetings.

Check Cashing
At Food Store
Up for Review

This year’s first quarterly meet-
ing of the members of Greenbelt
Consumer Services will be held on
Wednesday, May 6, it was an-
nounced last week. One of the
features of the meeting will be
an address by Miss Loda May
Davis of the Office of Price Ad-
ministration. Her subject is to
be “The Consumer in Wartime.”

The membership will be asked
to take action upon two matters,
according to the agendum of this
meeting. First will be the elec-
tion of three members to the au-
diting committee.-

Members of this committee,
which provides the membership
with an independent check upon
the activities of the board and the
management, are elected once a
year. This is done at the May
meeting. They serve a term of
one year.

To be brought up for discussion
will be the matter of cashing
checks by the Greenbelt stores.
The question is whether or not the
cooperative should charge for this
service. For several months the
banks have been charging for
items in such away that every
check cashed costs G. C. S. several
cents.

The cooperative cashes a large
number of checks each month, both

f TTdvernment pay cheeks and per-
sonal checks. The volume has been
so large during recent months
that the bank bill for servicing
these checks has added a substan-
tial increase to the operating costs
of the stores.

This meeting will be held next
Wednesday at 8 p.m. in the audi-
torium of the Elementary School
Building.

Sugar Registration
Starts Here Monday
For All Residents

Greenbelt families will register
for sugar ration cards at the Ele-
mentary School, beginning Mon-
day, May 4, and continuing
through Thursday, May 7. Each
family must be represented in or-
der to get individual cards for
each member. “A neighbor can
not get your family’s cards for
you. The family must be person-
ally represented,” said Thomas
Jeffries, manager of the food store.

Wholesale quotas are based on
1941 sugar sales, according to Mr.
Jeffries, who this week filed an ap-
peal at the rationing board in Hy-
attsville for an increase in Green-
belt’s quota, as the local popula-
tion in 1942 is expected to double
that of 1941.

Monday, April 27, the final day
of sugar sales before preparations
for registration were commenced,
one ton of sugar was sold in five-
pound lots, at the food store here.
Approximately 1500 pounds more
are in reserve, said Mr. Jeffries. He
urged that everyone register for
the cards whether or not they need
suga, as the sugar ration cards
will be used for all future com-
modities which may be rationed.

One-half pound of sugar per
week will be allowed each person.
More than two pounds of sugar
per person on hand at the time
of registering must be reported.
Local teachers will conduct the
registration, between the hours of
1 p. m. and 8 p. m.

It has been suggested that an
alphabetical order be followed by
those whose last names begin with
the letters “A” to “E” registering
on Monday, “F” to “J” on Tues-
day, “K” to “O” on Wednesday,
and “P” to “Z” on Thursday.

Citizens Association To Establish
Working Transportation Plan
At Monday Meeting at 8 P. M.

Greenbelters are expected to make Monday’s Citizens
Association meeting one of the largest ever held locally
when the pressing business of transportation will be pub-
licly aired and definite plans made to meet the most serious
transit problem faced by the town. Also scheduled is elec-
tion of officers for the association.

Night Manager Chosen
For Drug Store

William Siegel of 23-D Ridge
Road was appointed night manager
of the drug store last week. He
serves in the afternoons and eve-
nings when Mrs. Elsie V. Steinle,
who is manager of the store, is
off duty.

Mr. Siegel has had considerable
experience in merchandising. He
gained most of his knowledge con-
cerning the sale of merchandise as
a youngster and young man in his
father’s place of business where
variety items, novelties and other
merchandise were sold.

He was born and reared in
Tompkinsville, Staten Island, N.
Y., where at the age of 24 he
served for a period of time as
president of the Victory Demo-
cratic Club. At one time he was
employed in a U. S. Marshal’s
office.

For about seven years Mr. Siegel
has been with the Agricultural Ad-
justment Administration. He is
presently stationed at College
Park, Md. Mr. Siegel is also
treasurer of the Greenbelt Ath-
letic Club.

Mr. Siegel is married and has
two daughter, Carole Ann and
Lena Elizabeth. His wife, Mrs.
Mattie Siegel, used to serve on a
part-time basis as a nurse at the
Greenbelt Hospital.

Pilot Badly Hurt in
Crash at Schrom’s

A plane crash at Schrom’s Air-
field yesterday afternoon badly
injured G. O. Gainer of Capitol
Heights, Md. The plane cracked
up at the south end of the run-
way after the motor stalled in a
take-off. The pilot suffered head
and arm injuries.

Rationing Hit* Drivers
The rationing of gasoline, which

will go into effect on May 15, to-
gether with the existing tire short-
age, will break the backbone of
Greenbelt transportation, when
private automobiles are forced off
the roads leading out of town.

One of the chief objects of Mon-
day’s meeting will be to set up
an active committee of citizens
whose job it will be to secure the
most favorable allowance possible
for local drivers when the actual
rationing of gasoline takes place.

Expansion of present bus service
to accommodate the increased
number of local residents who v/ill
have no other means of transpor-
tation, is expected to command
most attention at the meeting.
The committee which will be voted
to represent the town will prob-
ably be empowered to negotiate
with the Capital Transit Company
for increased and improved bus
service. The present schedule, ac-
cording to best advices, is hardly
enough to meet current require-
ments and will be swamped when
Greenbelters abandon private cars
under the pressure of gas ration-
ing. Citizens at the meeting are
expected to instruct the commit-
tee members to insist on direct
service to a central location in
Washington.

Big Crowd Expected
Officers of the Citizens’ Asso-

ciation stress that the success of
the meeting and resultant action
will largely depend on the size
and spirit of the turnout Monday.
As an example of what civic ac-
tion could accomplish they point
to the halt order issued on April
19, by the Public Service Commis-
sion, on a plan which would have
substituted shuttle bus lines for
through service on most of the
Prince Georges County Capital
Transit lines. Protests of Citizens'
Associations caused a last-minute
order cancelling the plan.

In contrast to previous functions
Monday’s Citizens’ Association
meeting will start at exactly 8
p.m. There will be no door prize.
The order of business will be lim-
ited to allow the widest possible
discussion of transportation. In-
duction of elected officers is sche-
duled for the close of the business
meeting after which refreshments
will be served.

Special importance is attached
to the election of officers for the
citizens association on Monday,
since this is regarded as a critical
period in Greenbelt’s history. Ex-
pansion of the town’s population
is reportedly creating many new
problems in a number of fields
other than transportation. Already
being felt, especially by residents
of the new defense homes, Green-
belt’s growing pains, it is estimat-
ed, will cause serious difficulties
and shortages in local public and
social facilities. According to town
leaders, Greenbelt’s greatest wor-
ry is not the lack of expansion in
civic facilities but the gradual
break-down which is taking place
now under the pressure of the war
emergency.

Difficulties Listed
Among the more prominent dif-

ficulties now prevalent and expect-
ed to grow worse, are listed the
lack of a local hospital, transpor-
tation, an inadequate school sys-
tem, and the general absence of
coordinated town activities. While
Monday's meeting will be more or
less limited to the transportation
question and selection of officers,
the Greenbelt Citizens Association
is expected to play an important
part in Greenbelt’s future activi-
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Who Pays Town Electric Bill?
Manager Braden Gives Answer

By Francia Fosnight
Last week we received a letter

from one of our new residents
questioning the amount of electric
current billed and the method of
computation. We immediately
wrote a letter to Community Man-
ager Roy S. Braden for complete
information and as a result the
following facts are again present-
ed.

Those services for which no
charge is made to the occupants
of the residences:

1. Street Lights. The Street
lighting system is on a separate
circuit from the service that is
rendered to the residences.

2. All municipal functions such
as sewage treatment plant, fire
station, offices, soft ball field,
swimming pool, medical center,
school and municipal center and all
of the cooperative stores. These
services are directly metered; we
have about 40 meters in use.

The following services are
charged to the occupants of the
homes: the oilbumers, the dryers
in the apartments and the hall
lights in apartments. The water
is heated by the furnaces and the
only current required for this is
that amount necessary for the op-
eration of the burners in the sum-
mertime. In the winter monthe the
burners are necessary of course

for the general heating progam.”
We made inquiry as to the

method of payment and the
amount paid and again we quote
Community Manager Braden, we
will say that the following is the
method of payment that is used:

60 kwhr 3.8 cents per kwhr
190 khrw 3.4 cents per kwhr

1,750 kwhr 2.4 cents per kwhr
23,000 kwhr 1.2 cents per kwhr
25,000 kwhr 1.1 cents per kwhr
Additional kwhr 0.7 cents per
kwhr

This means that the Government
pays the same schedule of rates
as any private consumer but get
the advantage of the lower rates
as computed on the large amount
used. This is only possible because
of the single meter set up. If add-
itional or individual meters are
used in any of the living units
or stores, the consumers must pay
the basic rate and lose the benefit
of the volume rate, Mr. Braden
goes on to say that the period for
reading the meters covers one full
month, but last month they chang-
ed the date which added about
four days to the period and this
was one cause of the cost going
up. It will probably be less this
month because we notice that, ex-
cept in the winter months, when a
bill is higher one month it seems

(Continued on Page 4)


