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UNTEMPERED BY COOLING CLOUDS 
AND BREEZES, IT IS TERRIBLE. 

A Trail of Ptustration, Insanity and Death 
Left In the Luminary's Track on ISach 
©ay of Excessive Heat—Sultry Weather 
Has Also Its Humorous Side. 

It -was midnight at Washington, 1 
!>'clock at Bpston, 11 o'clock at Chicago. 

In hundreds of morning newspaper 
offices thousands of editors, reporters, 
copy readers, proofreaders and composi
tors sweltered and toiled arid grumbled. 
Some of them swore. For it <vas a hot 
night from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 

"Mr. Slashitt," said a certain night 
editor to the telegraph editor as the lat
ter unrolled a huge bundle of telegrams 
written on thin "manifold paper," 
'has 'indications' come in yet?'' 

Wh 
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ALONE WITH HER GRIEF AND HER DEAD. 

"Yes," was the weary reply; "here it 
is, 'Clear; slight, variable winds; ris
ing temperature.' " 

"Heaven defend us!" moaned the 
night editor. "Such weather this year 
of great news is enough to drive a man 
out of the business.'' 

Conversations somewhat similar took 
place about the same time in nearly 
every morning newspaper office between 
the oceans, but everywhere the men 
worked and sweltered steadily away as 
if their lives depended on the exertions 
of the hour. In time in every office the 
daily miracle of getting the paper to 
press and out upon the street was ac
complished, and the tired workers went 
home in the gray of the morning to sleep 
or to toss, as the case might be, the long 
hot day through. 

A little later the sun rose out of the 
Atlantic's green waves. Little recked 
Old Sol of the suffering his burning 
rays were that day to inflict upon de
voted humanity. Before his fierce light 
certain mists that had gathered over 
night in some localities were dissipated 
like a breath, and ere the day was an 
hour old those who labor in the light 
were sweltering and grumbling as the 
men on the morning papers had swel
tered and grumbled the night before. 

The sun's first victim on that awful 
tjay was a little babe, a child of the 
tenements. All night long its grief 
stricken mother had watched and tend
ed it as it lay, scarcely conscious, in the 
stifling littla room under the metal roof 
which she called "home." All night 
loug her soul had gone out in despairing 
prayers for showers and cooling breezes. 
Too poor even to buy a paper to see for 
herself what the "indications" were, as 
she was too poor to take the child to the 
country or the seashore, she asked in
formation of a neighbor slightly better 
off than herself. When the words that 
had been wearily read in the newspaper 
office a few hours before were repeated 
to her, her heart sank. At 9 o'clock,her 
forebodings were justified, for the frail 
life left the child's body, and the poor 
mother was alone under the metal roof 
with her grief and her dead. Some who 
knew of both said the child was better 
out of its misery, but she could not see 
it so. 

The next victim was a sturdy young 
farmer, broad of shoulder, clean of limb, 
erect of carriage. He went out into the 
fields to toil in the fierce heat with an 
unwonted lassitude stealing over him, 
for he had not slept well the night be
fore, and the sultriness of the morning 
had destroyed his desire for food. At 10 
o'clock he fell fainting in the field and 
was tenderly borne away by hard hand
ed companions. But he recovered his 
health and strength, for he was not one 
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, . ANOTHKR SAT IN A LOCOMOTIVE CAB. 

•txE those who, when the sweltering sea-
eon comes, seek to fortify themselves by 
fighting the heat of the sun with addi
tional heat of alcoholic drinks. 

Of those who thought in this way to 
weather the day the victims numbered 
hundreds by the time the sun had 
reached the meridian and thousands be
fore his course was run. As he wheeled 
along above the parched and panting 
land a wave of prostration and death 
and insanity followed him as the tides 
of the ocean follow the moon. AH day 
long the doctors were busy. Ambulances 
with clanging bells clattered over city 
pavements, and hospital wards that 

*iwere nearly empty at dawn were crowd
ed before nightfall. Some victims, driv
en frantic, killed themselves rather than 
e n d u r e  f u r t h e r  t o r t u r e . ^ ;  S ' f e  v v ) ' / ' 7  

% The stricken were not ail drawn from 
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human ranks. Beautiful carriage horses, 
with arching necks, overdriven by care
less, heartless drivers, fell in their 
tracks, and so did patient, toiling truck 
horses. Triumphant Sol that day spared 
neither man nor beast who ventured to 
brave his fury without taking the proper 
precautions. A messenger boy and the 
opulent president of a trust to whom 
the lad was carrying a telegram yielded 
at almost the same moment; bare armed 
women bending over washboards and 
suds and favorites of fashion attired in 
thin white garments, laborers lugging 
hods up ladders, and, stripped to the 
Waist, undergoing industrial agonies in 
refineries and iron mills, were among 
•those who fell. There were more victims 
among the poor than the rich, for the 
poor, ih the nature of things, were not 
so often provided with the buckler of 
health and strength for defense and were 
forced to remain at work in spite of the 
danger. 

One who fell was a slender, handsome 
youth who was on his way to the death
bed of his mother. Another was a "well 
groomed" man of the world who was to 
be that day married to a sweet girl who 
never knew how much she ought to 
thank the sun for his work her whole 
life through. Still another had fallen 
heir to a fortune and was about to enter 
into possession thereof. Yet another 
sat in a locomotive cab over whirling, 
speeding drivers and held the fate of 
hundreds of passengers by "the limit
ed" in the hand that grasped the lever 
till the sun forced it to relax its hold. 
Perhaps the saddest «ase of all on that 
day of death was the termination of the 
life of a gentle, kindly soul whose ener
gies had long been devoted to alleviat
ing the miseries of others. If he had 
chosen, he might have fled to the sands 
or the heights, for he was not lacking 
for money, as were so many of those 
whom he visited from day to day. 

But he thought not of himself. From 
dawn till midday he threaded his way 
clown the narrow, odorous, heated alleys 
of a great city, climbed the narrow, rick
ety stairways that led to the homes of 
the poor and the suffering, and each 
squalid abode visited was somewhat the 
better because he had been there. In 
one place he left fruits and delicacies, 
in the next money and in some only 
kind words, but everywhere he was wel
comed and his return longed for. It had 
never occurred to him that he ran per
sonal risks in doing what he conceived 
to be his duty, though it often had to 
his friends, who tried in vain to control 
him. It is doubtful if he would have 
swerved from his course if he had 
known the certain result, though he 
might have taken more precautions and 
so avoided the worst; but, ever careful of 
the safety and comfort of others, he was 
heedless of his own. It was a little aft
er noon that a strange pallor spread 
over his fine features and a strange 
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SMILING DEALERS IN SOFT DRINKS. 

faintness seized upon his every faculty. 
The poverty stricken beneficiary with 
whom he was talking noted the change, 
and, awestruck, shrieked for help. 
When it arrived, the heat's deadly work 
had been accomplished, and the poor 
and the needy of the narrow, noisome 
streets he was wont to visit had lost the 
best friend they had ever had. 

But the day was not one of misery 
quite unmixed. In fact, it was a day of 
great hilarity to many persons. Some 
paddled about in the waters of the sea, 
of lakes and of ijivers. Some swung idly 
in hammocks shaded by trees or the 
wide roofs of zephyr swept verandas. 
Others, with rods and flies, sought the 
shade of forests, beneath which flowed 
limpid and fish filled streams. Yet 
others sailed the waves and sang and 
shouted and laughed defiance to the tor
rid tyrant of the skies. But even these 
were fain to consult the mercury, and 
even these bought evening papers eager
ly that they might scan the noonday 
"indications" for the coming 12 hours. 
The portly ice dealer, the acquisitive ice 
cream vender, the smiling seller of soft 
drinks, the barkeepers and those who 
sold watermelons struggled and hustled 
the whole day through, vainly trying to 
furnish their cooling wares fast enough 
to meet the demand. 

Sing Low and Wun Lung and laun
dry men and laundry women laughed 
with joy as they took note generally of 
wilting collars and cuffs and shirt fronts 
and figured upon the extra profits that 
would come to them because of the day's 
perspiration. The humorists of the 
comic weeklies melted and wrote jokes 
about Christmas and the north pole, and 
the decks of the excursion steamers were 
crowded with those who sought relief, 
if only for but a few brief hours. 

When the night editor got to his desk 
at 6 o'clock in the evening, the city 
editor said: 

"I've had that new reporter, Snaps, 
at work all day getting up a comic 
special on wilted collars and other 
timely heat topics. He'll have a column 
and turn, maybe two, and Phabers, the 
artist, has some corking pictures for it 
Then I've got four men out on the 
drowning of 40 or 50 bathers down at 
the beach. That ought- to be good for 
all we can get. And I've ordered a 
9,000 word special about a river" excur
sion boat capsizing with 100 on board. 
Don't know how many are lost yet The 
police headquarters man telephones that 
67 have been overcome about town, and 
I've got men out for a general heat story 
for what it is worth. Going to be an
other all fired hot evening, I guess. I 
hope you'll get through all right Good 

PINGREE'S POTATO PATCHES. 

Odd Scheme For Relieving: Distress Oper
ated by Detroit's Original Mayor. 

Mayor Hazen S. Pingree of Detroit 
can make, a first class shoe, govern a 

city and give the 
world an exam-
ple of practical 
charity that is 
worthy of emula
tion. Last winter 
D e t r o i t  s p e n t  
$150,000 in car
ing for her poor 
and unemployed. 
This year Mayor 
Pingree is saving 
the city a large 

HAZEN S. PINGREE. part of that sum, 
for he has plowed up all the vacant land 
in Detroit, and the unemployed of the 
city are raising potatoes and beans on 
it The result is that no man who 
desires to work this summer need 
starve next winter. Mayor Pingree is a 
very original and picturesque character. 
He was born in Ipswich, Mass., in 1840,1 

and in 1854 began learning the shoe
maker's trade in a factory at Hopkin-
ton, Mass. When the war opened, he 
joined Company F of the Fourteenth 
Massachusetts infantry and was in the 
battle at Spottsylvania Courthouse, 
where 500 of the 1,800 members of his 
regiment were killed. 

Pingree then joined the First Massa
chusetts artillery and shortly thereafter, 
while on special duty, was captured by 
Mosby's men. General Mosby saw 
that Pingree wore good clothes and at 
once ordered the young private to change 
with him. Pingree was then sent to dif
ferent Confederate prisons and spent 
five months in Andersonville. He was 
exchanged in 1864, but immediately re-
enlisted and served during the remain
der of the war. 

In 1865 he made Detroit his home 
and began work in a shoe factory as a 
bench hand. Soon thereafter he started 
a factory of his own. Eight persons 
were at first employed, but the business 
has been so successful that the factory 
now has over 700. Mayor Pingree is 
a Republican, but he never dabbled 
in politics until 1890, when he was 
urged to run for mayor. He did so 
and was elected. He at once locked 
horns with various local monopolies 
that he believe^ were overcharging the 
people and is said to have reformed 
many alleged abuses. He is now serving 
his fourth term as mayor of the city 
and it is said proposes to make a fight 
in the legislature next winter for the 
seat of United States Senator McMillan. 

WHEftE NOW IS UNITY 

RECENT IMPORTANT CONFERENCES 
- OF ORGANIZED LABOR. 

Shady 

night 1 D. M Aramatt. 

EACH WOULD BE A GOVERNOR. 

Fisher In Michigan, Overmeyer In Kansas 
and Clark In Arkansas. 

Three Democratic standard bearers 
recently nominated for. governor in as 
many different states are David Over
meyer of Kansas, James P. Clark of 
Arkansas and Spencer O. Foster of 
Michigan. But one of them, Fisher, is^ 
a native of the state to whose guberna
torial chair he aspires. David Over
meyer was born near Circleville, O., in 
1847. He. was educated in Indiana at 
the Asbury university in Greencastle, 
was admitted to the bar and hung out 
the proverbial shingle at Vernon in 
1870. In 1883 he removed to Topeka, 
where he soon rose to the head of his 
profession. His political faith has 
changed as many times as his residence. 
He was .brought up a Democrat, became 
a Republican before he was old enough 
to vote, followed the fortunes of Re
publicanism until he located in Kansas 
and then returned to the Democratic 
fold. He is the leader of the antiprohi-
bitionists in Kansas and was a member 
of the legislature in 1884.. 

Spencer O. Fisher was born in Hills
dale county, Mich., 51 years ago, locat
ed in West Bay City in 1870 and soon 
made a fortune in the lumber business 
and in real estate, banks, street railways 
and other enterprises. He was elected 

The Philadelphia and St. Louis 

Sound Base of Trade Organization—The 
American Railway Union A 
Transaction, by Labor Officials. 

What of the unity movement? What 
has been done since the Philadelphia 
conference to accomplish the consolida
tion of organized labor? How stands the 
case now, and what of the future? These 
are some of the questions which are 
being asked of me—and no doubt of 
many others-—by earnest men of the 
rank and file. I doubt my ability to 
make satisfactory replies, and in my 
judgment I admit I am somewhat short 
of infallibility, but I have opinions, and 
I give them for what they are worth, 
assuring my readers that anything I 
may say upon this subject is inspired 
solely by a desire to see the labor move
ment of America solidified upon a plan 
for practical work under a compact 
and system which will embody the cor
rect principles of industrial organization 
and insure the power to enforce just and 
wise measures. I do not hope any more 
to see the burial of all prejudice, but I 
am sure that it may be made harmless 
so far as any save those who hold it are 
concerned. 

What has been done so far in the line 
of unity? First, a conference was held 
in Philadelphia April 28-29, composed 
of over 50 representative labor men, at 
which the sentiment was for complete 
harmony, and the consensus of opinion 
favored a readjustment of economic or
ganization upon the practical lines of 
special interests and the unification of 
all for general work and the good of the 
whole as well as each of its parts. Sec
ond, representatives of the Knights of 
Labor, the American Federation of La
bor, several of the railway brotherhoods 
and the Farmers' Alliance met in St. 
Louis on June 11 and adopted a set of 
resolutions which provide for semian
nual conferences of representatives o1 
organized labor "for the purpose of con
sidering questions and devising plans 
for th» protection and advancement of 
the toiling masses." A resolution to 
Which I shall refer later was also adopt
ed. Third, the American Railway union 
at its convention in Cflicago received 
overtures from the general executive 
board of the Knights of Labor and ef
fected a friendly alliance. The extent 
of the compact I do not fully know at 
this writing. 
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DAVID 'OVERMEYER. 
SPENCER O. FISHER. JAMES P. CLARK. 

mayor of West Bay City in 1882 and 
was re-elected two years later. The 
Democrats then sent him to congress in 
1885. He was renominated and re
elected and remained in Washington 
looking after the interests of his district 
two years longer. 

John P. Clark, Arkansas Democrats' 
candidate for the governor's chair, was 
born in Mississippi 38 years ago and 
removed to Arkansas in 1879. He chose 
the law as his profession, and hard 
work and natural talent have won for 
him a high place among the legal lumi
naries of the state. In 1887 he was 
elected to the legislature, and two years 
later he secured a seat in the senate, of 
which body he was made president In 
189$ he was elected attorney general of 
Arkansas, and his recent nomination 
for governor was the unanimous act of 
the Democratic party. His ambition is 
by no means gratified, for it is said that 
he has both eyes on the toga of United 
States Senator James K. Jones, whose 
term expires two'years hence. . 

If Texas were as densely populated as 
the state of Massachusetts, it would 
have a population greater than France 
and Great Britain combined, or about 
75,000,000. r v. > J 

. . 

Taking these three important events 
in their order, let us first consider the 
Philadelphia conference. There was no 
authority behind that meeting, it is 
true, but that fact was its strongest rec
ommendation to favor. It was compos
ed of men, many of them officials of la
bor organizations, who came together 
because they love the labor movement 
and not because of a duty placed upon 
them by a superior authority. They 
were not, with slight exception, sent 
there to "protect the interests" of any 
organization, but came of their own will 
to contribute out of their experience to 
the advancement of the cause of labor, 
and they paid their own expenses. Men 
who had never before met as friends to 
co-operate in the movement joined hands 
at that conference and pledged their 
efforts as individuals to the improve
ment of the toilers' condition. Such a 
gathering was never had under "au
thority. '' If the Philadelphia confer
ence had done nothing more than estab
lish friendship and confidence where 
there had before been enmity and dis
trust, it would have earned a prominent 
place in the history of labor, but it did 
that and more. 

It gave the keynote for a harmony 
movement ; publicly enunciated the prin
ciple upon which unity will be' estab
lished at some time in the future. Upon 
no other principle can it be established. 
The principle is that there shall not be 
two distinct organizations in the same 
trade. There cannot be harmony where 
the members of a calling are divided 
into two or more organizations, owing 
allegiance some to one and some to an
other authority, and such a thing as 
permanent success for either of such Or
ganizations is out of the question. Dual 
organization means conflicting authori
ty and—well, for 10 years we have seen 
what that means. The Philadelphia 
conference is given credit for accom
plishing something else. It is said thbt 
if that body had not adopted resolu
tions setting forth that if the confer
ence provided for by the general assem
bly of the Knights of Labor was not 
held before a certain date a congress jof 
labor should be called upon the author
ity of the Philadelphia conference the 
K. of L. conference would never have 
been held. Whether this is true or not 
I cannot say, but everybody knows that 
bn the day following the close of the 
Philadelphia conference the general ex
ecutive board of the Knights of Labor 
called its conference and named a time 
insid8 the limit set by the Philadelphia 
resolution. 

! On June 11 three of the general offi
cers of the Knights of Labor, three from 
the American Federation of Labor, two 
from the Farmers' Alliance, one from 
the Bottle Blowers and one or more 
from each of the railway organizations, 
excepting the Telegraphers and the 
American Railway union, met in St 
Louis pursuant to the call of the first 
named. I have already referred to ̂ he 
agreement adopted at this meeting! to 
hold semiannual conferences. The par
agraph referring to* representation in 
these future conferences reads: "The 
representation in the «H l̂l 
be from the general assembly of the. 
iKnights of Labor, the American Feder
ation of Labor, the various brotherhoods 
and orders of railway men and such na
tional and international organizations 
of wage workers and farmers as are not 
affiliated with any of the before men

tioned organizations, provided that any 
such national or international labor or
ganization is not organized to antag
onize or undermine any existing bona 
fide national or international union of 
the same trade or calling." Bear in 
mind that the American Railway union 
was not represented in the conference 
and take into consideration the fact that 
some of the brotherhood men declared 
that they would not sit with A. R. U. 
men, and you will appreciate the force 
of the "provided" part of the resolu
tion quoted. The proviso should have 
been left out of the resolution. 

The Knights of Labor representatives 
introduced a proposition for the inter-
chang&of working cards between their 
organization and the unions affiliated 
with the American federation. This 
was defeated and the following adopt
ed: 4 'For the purpose of preventing strife 
and antagonism between labor organi
zations we declare that there should not 
be a dual organization or authority in 
any trade or calling, and that in mat
ters of trade conflicts, boycotts and 
trade labels the union particularly in 
interest should have absolute authority, 
and autonomy." This contains the prin
ciple laid down at Philadelphia. It was 
opposed by the representative of the 
general executive board then, and the 
general officers of the order voted against 
it at St. Louis. They favored, as has 
been stated, an interchange of working 
cards and joint authority in conflicts 
with employers. I should like every 
reader to decide for himself between 
these two propositions, but I have no 
wish to evade the question myself, and 
I say that there cannot be harmony and 
peace in a trade where some of the 
workers owe allegiance to one authori
ty and some to another; where there may 
be a wide difference in the financial ob
ligations in the two organizations, and 
while men are human beings and the 
wish to excel—in combination as well 
as individually—is a human character
istic. Labor organizations, to be success
ful, must be conducted on business 
principles. 

There were 24 Knights of Labor in 
the Philadelphia conference, the major
ity being among the oldest members of 
the order and all of more or less prom
inence. So far as I know, the one organ
ization to each trade principle was in
dorsed by every Knight present except
ing Schonfarber, who represented the 
general executive board. I firmly be
lieve that a majority of the members of 
the order today favor that plan, and that 
if the question was fairly explained to' 
them the whole rank and file of the or
der would agree to it, for its adoption 
would settle the controversies which 
have depleted the organization during 
the past eight years, and it would soon 
grow to its former magnificent position 
in the industrial movement. I say this 
as one member of the Knights of Labor 
who contributed to some extent to
ward building up the organization prior 
to 1887, and who is now in the ranks 
ready to help do the work over again 
upon a more lasting basis. 

At the close of the St. Louis confer
ence the general officers of the Knights 
went to Chicago, where the American 
Railway union was in session, and that 
organization, after listening to an ad
dress from the general master workman, 
adopted a resolution declaring its will
ingness to co-operate with the Knights 
of Labor. Subsequently, I understand, 
a close alliance was effected between 
the two organizations. Now we begin 
to get into the stumps in trying to steer 
the craft to harmony shore. We find by 
looking at our notes that the general 
officers of the Knights of Labor make 
an agreement to meet semiannually in 
a labor conference from which the 
American Railway union is barred, and 
within a few hours of that agreement 
they are making overtures fpr and ef
fecting an offensive and defensive alli
ance with that same American Railway 
union. What are our general officers 
driving at? Have they repudiated the 
action pf the St Louis conference? 

Now a word about the American 
Railway union. In the first place, I 
want to say that that Organization has 
never had a warmer sympathizer than 
myself, and I esteem no man in the la
bor movement above its projector and 
present president The birth of the idea 
of the union was an inspiration. For 
the great majority of railway employees 
organization had been a complete fail
ure. Aristocracy and exclusiveness were 
the curses of the railway brotherhoods, 
and as a general thing the greater num
ber of the railway men were ignored 
and left to the tender mercies of the 
corporations. In one year the American 
Railway union has changed all this# 
and now, where it has the power to se
cure it, every mail in the service has a 
show. But, says Mr. Critic, is not the 
A. R. U. built upon the plan which 
you oppose in the Knights of Labor, and 
will not the conflicts it must necessari
ly have with the brotherhoods interfere 
with your unity scheme? No, emphat
ically, to the first part of the query, and 
no, with a proviso, to the second portion. 
I do not mean that the situation could 
not be better, but the difficulties in the 
way are not insurmountabla 

unons grew in power as th$y ha& never, 
grown before, while the Knights ilost̂  
heavily. Thus the order lost its chance 
to become the great central body of or 
ganized labor. I firmly believe $he same 
spirit of antagonism to the trade organ-
ization principle dominates those now 
in control of the order, and that they 
give support to the trade districts solely > 
for the purpose of fighting the trade 
unions. 

The American Railway union re
stricts its membership to railway serv
ice, each man on a road has. the same 
employer, and interests are as nearly 
identical as it is possible for the inter
ests of two individuals to be. The 
Knights of Labor try to direct the trade 
interests of a thousand and (me ftalKngq 
at one and the same time, and if the 
policy of the past few years'is followed 
they will gobble up as many railroad 
men as they can when they can. There 
was a time when I thought the whole 
labor movement might be combined in 
the Knights through the trades district 
system, but the shortsighted men who 
had control of the order thought they 
could drive the trade organization out 
of existence and organize all the work-
era into mixed assemblies. Thc{y opened 
the war upon that line, and the trade 

-

As to the antagonisms between the 
Railway union and the brotherhoods 
standing in the way of the unity move
ment, I freely cohfess that they do, but 
they can be cleared away if the men at 
the front want harmony or if the rank 
and file can be made to see where the 
stumbling blocks are. There are two 
plans, either one of which will accom
plish the desired end, but I have not 
the time or space to discuss them here. 
But in the first place there must be a 
hatchet burying, and the true men on 
all sides must lay aside personal griev
ances and meet together as conscientious 
and intelligent representatives of labor. 
And now I want to say that it was 
neither manly, nor wise for the St. Louis 
conference to yield to the prejudice 
which was shown by certain brother
hood men toward the A. R. U. The 
Railway union was not represented in 
the Philadelphia conference, but the ab
sence of Mr. Debs and others of the or
ganization was due to the Great North
ern strike, and they would have been 
warmly welcomed had they been able to 
accept the urgent invitations extended. 
There was some difference between the 
"unity" meetings at Philadelphia and 
St Louis. 

This brings to my mind the fact that 
certain brothers connected with the 
general office of the Knights of Labor 
have seemed to take delight in relating 
that a resolution indorsing the Great 
Northern strike was introduced at the 
Philadelphia conference and afterward 
withdrawn without action. The resolu
tion was thoughtlessly introduced, but 
when it was explained that there was a 
controversy in that strike between the 
A. R. U. and one of the brotherhoods 
which had representatives in the confer
ence, and who, of course, under the cir
cumstances, could not support the reso
lution, it was decided, as we were as
sembled to create harmony rather than 
aggravate the situation, and as the res
olution would not receive every vote in 
the conference, that it be withdrawn and 
no record made of it. Not the slightest 
animus was* displayed by the brother
hood men, and the discussion of the sub
ject was among the quietest features of 
the conference. I leave my readers to 
judge of the motive which dictated the 
use that has been made of information 
obtained by the representative of the 
general executive board who had a seat 
among the nonorable gentlemen of that 
conference. 

I am not going to quarrel with any
body. I am for peace at almost any 
price, but I hate treachery, and I can
not close this letter without exposing a 
cowardly, traitorous action which fol
lowed the Philadelphia conference, and 
ai the same time if the reader has been 
deceived by that action he will be set 
straight. The Philadelphia Times, 
which has always been an enemy of the 
labor movement and for several years 
the implacable, unprincipled foe of T. 
V. Powderly and most of his associate 
general officers, printed what purported 
to be a report of the proceedings of the 
conference. The article was a foul lie 
from beginning to finish. It was direct
ly opposite in its statements and tone 
to the reports which appeared in all the 
other Philadelphia papers. The inten
tion of the writer of the article was to 
heap insult upon the head of Mr. 
Powderly and to kill the influence 
of the conference at one and the 
same time. I feel pretty sure 
that I could name the two members 
of the order who concocted the blas
phemy, but I probably would have diffi
culty in proving them guilty, so will 
not name them. Some days after the 
conference adjourned a delivery wagon 
carried to the general office of the 
Knights of Labor a load of the Philadel
phia Times of the issue containing that 
infamous article. The papers were tak
en into the office, and a heavy pencil 
mark was drawn around the article in 
each copy. The papers were then mailed 
to the local secretaries of the order 
throughout the whole country. Remem
ber that one of the men who holds an 
important and responsible place in the 
general office was present during every 
minute of the conference's sessions and 
knew that The Times article was an 
outrageous lie. He probably knew what 
use was to be made of it, too, which 
would account for the ability of The 
Times to supply the extra copies. Well, 
you see I understand that there are 
some things that stand in the way of 
unity. Some of these days I'll tell you 
how to get rid of those things. You 
know now, did you say? Good! 

Jos. R. BUCHANAN. 

Ont of Work In New York. 

At a recent meeting of New York 
Central Labor union reports were made 
by several organizations as to the num
bers belonging to their organizations 
who are out of work. 

The Tin and Sheet Iron Workers' 
union reported 30 per cent out of work; 
Reliance Association of Marble Cutters, 
35 per cent; Progress Association of 
Steam Fitters' Helpers, 80 per cent; 
Granite Cutters' union, 20 per cent; 
Woodcarvers' union, 55 per cent; Gild
ers' union, 80 per cent; Plumbers and 
Gas Fitters' union, 10 per cent; Progress
ive Painters' union No. 1, 50 per cent; 
Terra Cotta Workers' union, 15 per 
cent; Varnishers' union,. 50 per cent; 
Maohine Stone Worker?, 50 per cent; 
Plasterers' Laborers' union, 10 per cent 

Remember these are skilled trades, 
and that the statistics deal with organ
ized labor, which in New York always 
has moire than its proportions %f the 
situations. The figures indicate that 
"the deprearicn" still hol̂ s on in New 
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