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White Earth Agency, Minn. 

m~A W E E K L Y NEWSPAPER de
voted to the interests of the 
White fiarth Reservation and gen
eral Northwestern News. Publish 
ed and managed by members of 
the Reservation. 

Subscription rates: $1.50 per 
annum. For the convenience of 
those who may feel unable to pay 
for the paper yearly or who wish 
to take it on trial, subscription 
may be sent us for six and three 
months at the yearly rates. All 
sums sent to us should be forward
ed by registered letter to insure 
safety. Address all communica
tions to. 

T H E TOMAHAWK 

W H I T E EARTH, MINN. 

RESERVATION LANDS 
TO LEASE 

100,000 acres of first class farm 

lands on White I&rth Reservation, in 

tracts of 80 acres and more, by 

ALLOTTEES. 

INDIAN PROTECTIVE Association 

2 0 0 Pond Building 

Washington D. C. 

Dan'l B. Henderson, A t t ' y . 

Indian claims against the Unit

ed States a speciality. 

K. S. MURCHISON, 
ATTORNEY AT LAW. 

LATE LAW CLERK, LAND 
DIVISION, INDIAN OFFICE. 

DEPARTMENT PRACTICE A 
SPECIALTY. 

LOAN AND TRUST BLB'G. 

WASHINGTON D. C. 

^Hotel Leecy.*^ 
if 

White Earth, Minn. 
The Largest and Host 

Commodious Hotel on 
the Reservation. 

Table always bountifully supplied 

with everything that the market 

affords, including game and 

fish in season. 

A large and comfortable, Feed and 

Livery stable in connection 

with Hotel. 

JOHN LEECY Prop. 

Selam Fairbanks, 
Dealer in 

DRY GOODS, 
GROCERIES, 

HARDWARE 
and 

Lumbermen - - 5uppHes. 
Market price paid for Gihsing 

Snake Boot afld Furs* 

Orders for pare >taple-3yrup\ 

and wild rice promptly attended 

to, 
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J ^ I K I A L Subscriptiohs, 

6 months 40 Cents 

l&Kmtbs . - - • * 7aCents 

THE LIQUOR TRAFFIC 

The Indian Police Force Should Be Coin-

to do its Duty or Step 

Douwn and Out, 

In spite of the efforts of the 
United States marshals and In
dian agents to suppress the sale 
of whiskey on this reservation, and 
its introduction therein, there are 
those who will continue to risk 
their liberty by engaging in the 
business; sixty days in jail and 
one hundred dollars tine, which 
is the minimum penalty, has no 
terrors for them. Among these 
whiskey sellers are a number of 
young men who, if they would put 
their energies and shrewdness to 
better uses, would be successful 
in almost any business they might 
engage in. But they prefer to 
carry on what is commonly called 
*'blind pigging" knowing that 
they are practically immune from 
arrest, because they have a class 
of customers who will not inform 
on them. It is also o p e n l y 
charged that some of the members 
of the police force although cog
nizant of the persons who are sell
ing whiskey, are not only lax in 
prosecuting them but have actually 
given them the aid and informa
tion which enables them to evade 
arrest or to be caught with whis
key in their possession. Agent 
Michelet is undoubtly strongly 
opposed to the sale of liquor to 
Indians, and its introduction on 
this reservation, but his police 
force is not only inefficient but is 
deceiving him. 

It is true that there are some 
good men on the force, but they 
justify their indifferance to exist
ing conditions by throwing the 
responsibility on their captain. 
Whenever there is an arrest made 
it is not usually any of the men 
who are making a regular business 
of selling whiskey that are arrest
ed, but it is some of their victims 
who, perhaps, may have given a 
friend a drink of liquor or in whose 
pockets it may have been found. 
A regular blind pigger is seldom 
arrested unless the matter is 
forced upon the police. 

No dance or social can be had 
on this* reservation without one 
or two of these "blind piggers" are 
present carrying on their nefari
ous vocation, and making drunk
ards of the young men and boys 
of the reservation, not to say any
thing of the women some of whom 
are becoming as bad as the men 
in this respect. 

There is nothing so injurious 
and detrimental to the welfare, 
progress and prosperity of# the 
Chippewa Indians as the liquor 
traffic amongst them* and it in time 
that the police on this reservation 
should be compelled to do their 
duty by making strenuous efforts 
to suppress it, and if they fail to 
do so the agent should reorganize 
the force, which he has recently 
threatened to do. 

T'WOULD BE NO USE, 
Thief River Falls is Optimistic about 

the opening of the ctefninlshed* Red 
Lake Indian Reservation find now en
tertain the hope, (tt delusive one).that 
the President will return Maj. Mc
Laughlin tongain importune the In* 
dian to coiisent to the treaty. We 
hope their expectations will be realised 
but judging their case with ours it 
seems thftt time enough has not elapsed 
to warrant the thought tha t anything 
will be done until the people are worn 
outand discouraged with waitihg. The 
difficulty lies in the fact tha t there is 
ho complete authority in the depart
ment to dispose of the public lands, 
ftnd manage its sale: congressmen seem 
to httve the direction of the affairs 
which ought to be managed solely by 
department officials, and between the 
two forces and the complaints and 
kicks Of the people there does not 
seem to be any head or tail to the 
"Bloody" affair,—Cass take Times. 

NEEDED INDIAN LEGISLATION 

The Bill Now Pending in Congress to Give 

United States Courts Jurisdiction in 

Suits by Indians Should Be 

Passed. 

Although an Indian t r ibe can be 
sued, it cannot sue. Recognizing 
the injustice of this condition 
Senator Quay , who is recognized 
by all t r ibes as the leading advo
cate of justice to Indians , intro
duced a bill in Congress in 
1901, to g i v e the distr ict 
and circuit cour ts of the 
Uni ted States jur isdict ion in all 
suits of a civil na ture , arising be
tween members of var ious t r ibes 
of Indians and between Indians 
and whites. U n d e r this bill In
dian t r ibes are also permi t ted to 
br ing suit against the United States 
ji> the Cour t of Claims. I n fact 
it is one of the most impor tan t 
measures to the Indians in genera l 
tha t has ever been before Con
gress. I t was drawn u p in line 
with the recommendat ions of a 
committee appointed by the Amer
ican Bar Association to investigate 
the subject. In its r epo r t this 
committee said: 

"The greatest need of the Indian 
race at the present time is to have es
tablished and adininisteied for them a 
system of law whereby all conroversies 
between the tribes and bands of In
dians personally and Indians and white 
men, can be decided and settled in the 
courts without an appeal to physical 
force." 

No mat ter what injustice an In
dian or an Indian t r ibe m a y be 
made to suffer, ne i ther have ac
cess to the Uni ted States courts 
where all questions re la t ing to In
dians should be sett led. The bill 
referred to aims to remedy th is so 
tha t any Indian may have a stand
ing in court . I t is therefore im
p o r t a n t tha t no t , only individual. 
Jnd ians bu t the i r respect ive t r ibes 
should also u rge the passage of tlie 
bill. They should act as a uni t in 
present ing the mat te r before Con
gress a t its next session and in 
urg ing its adoption thereby , and 
Congressmen in the distr icts where 
there are any Indians should be 
made familiar with the provisions 
of the bil l ,with the view to having 
them give it their active support . 

The TOMAHAWK intends to pub

lish the full text of the bill in the 
future, with a view to d is t r ibut ing 
it among the Chippewas in this 
state and Wisconsin, in order that 
its full pu rpo r t may be understood. 

A BROKEN PLEDGE, 
CHIPPEWA INDIANS WHO ARE ENTITLED 

TO ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY ACRES 

OF LAND EACH AS ALLOTMENTS 

HAVE RECEIVED ONLY EIGHTY 

ACRES. 

The Chippewas of the Mississipi 
who belong to this reservation, 
have long urged a matter which 
has been ignored and neglected by 
the officials of the interior depart
ment who, in doing this, have 
violated the most common rules of 
justice. It has been a wonder to 
the Indians interested why these 
officials do not exercise the same 
rule of justice to them that they 
so strenuously assert on behalf of 
the government. 

We refer to the treaty stipula
tion of the treaty of 1867, which 
provides that each member of the 
Mississippi band may, Under cer
tain conditions, secure allotments 
of land of one hundred and sixty 
acres each. Instead of giving 
a Just and liberal construction of 
this stipulation, the interior de
partment has ruled that this was 
repealed by the act of January 14, 
1889, under which the Chippewas 
of Minnesota are receiving their 
allotments. The Chippewas have 

never been able to learn under 
what rule of reasoning this conclu
sion was reached. The re is not a 
line in the act, which bears out 
this conclusion. On the con t ra ry 
the law seems to uphold the con
tention of the Indians that they 
should receive one hundred and 
sixty acres of land each as allot
ments. The act provides tha t the 
Chippewas shall have lands allot
ted to them " in conformity with 
the act of Feb rua ry 8, 1887 , " and 
which act is commonly known as 
the General Al lo tment Act . This 
General Allotment Act , provides 
" T h a t where the t rea ty or act of 
Congress set t ing apa r t such reser
vation provides for the al lotment 
of lands in several ty in quant i t ies 
in excess of those herein provided, 
the President , in mak ing allot
ments upon such reservat ion, shall 
allot lands to each individual be
longing thereon in quan t i ty as 
specified in such t rea ty or act. ' ' ' 

In its interpretat ion of the act 
of 1889, the commission which 
negotioated with the Chippewas 
for their assent to it, said tha t its 
plain te rms could not be misunder
stood as regards the al lotment of 
one hundred and s ixty acres of 
land to each member of the Mis
sissippi band. This in terpre ta t ion 
was the chief inducement which 
caused its acceptance by these In
dians. 

The officials of the in ter ior de
par tment have repeatedly com
pelled Indians to assert the i r t rea ty 
r ights in the courts, and thereby 
caused the la t te r to incur 
considerable expense. I t would 
have been bet ter for the In
dians if those officials had given 
them the benefit of the doubt , if 
they honestly believed tha t the re 
was any doubt, and allotted lands 
in conformity with the in terpre ta
tion of the act as explained by the 
commission which negotiated it, 
and to have thus placed the In 
dians in a position to have thei r 
al lotments in a body, instead of 
scperately, when the ma t t e r is 
settled definately. 

In a previous issue of the T O M 

AHAWK we referred to a ru l ing of 

the interior depar tment which per
mitted the Indians to take allot
ments of one hundred and sixty 
acres of land each u p to a certain 
date, and we contended that if tin1 

depar tment ' s ru l ing was correct 
then the Indians still have the 
same right since* the law has never 
been amended or changed in any 
respect since the ru l ing was made. 

Mrs. Lynch has taken steps to 
assert her r ights to an al lotment 
of one hundred and sixty acres of 
land, and every interested person 
should render such assistance as 
may be in his power to secure a 
decision in her favor since such a 
decision would settle the r igh t s of 
all who are entitled to al lotments 
as members of the Mississippi 
band. 

A VAIN HOPE. 

A Washington special to the 
Minneapolis Journa l says , tha t 
Congressman Steenerson is a t 
Washington to t r y and induce 
Secre tary Hitchcock to again sub
mit the Ked Lake agreement to 
the Indians; tha t information 
given by the Thief Kiver Falls 
and Ked Lake Falls people In that 
Insiwctor McLaughlin would suc
ceed in get t ing the consent of the 
Indians if he went to Red Lake 
again, if Maior Scott would not 
interfere. 

W e , an well as other mehibers of 
this reservation, are be t te r in
formed regarding the sent iment 
of the Ked Lake Indians towards 
the Red Lake Act thafl e i ther the 
Ked Lake Falls o r Thief Kiver 
Falls peoplei and we know that 

Inspector McLaughl in would have 
no bet ter success towards ge t t i ng 
the consent of the Red Lake In
dians now than he had when 
he was at Red L a k e recently, even 
if Major Scott would not interfere. 
If the government wishes to secure 
the consent of the Red Lake Iu-
dians to the open ing of the west
ern portion of thei r reservation, 
Congress will have to pass another 
law, and one which will not re
quire the Indians to donate any 
of their lands to Minnesota o r in 
which there will be no deferred 
payments . 

The Indian; R igh t and W r o n g . 

«gr"We hold these t ruths to be self-
evident; that ALL. MRS are created 
equal: that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable 
rights; that among these, are LIFE, 
LIltBRTY, AND THK PURSUIT OF IIAP-
riNKSs"—Declaration of Independence 
July 4th, 177H. 

HOSPITAL FOR WHITE 
EARTH. 

IT is reported that Archdeacon 
Agpleby who has charge of the Epis
copal mission here, contemplates re
building, at an early day, the hospital 
that was destroyed by tire several 
y ears since at the mission grounds, 
and has been negotiating with con-
11actors for some time past for this 
purpose. 

One of the most important needs of 
this reservation is a hospital, and 
every one will he pleased to learn that 
one will be built here in the near 
future. 

THE OJIBWAS. 

Their Customs and Traditions. 

AS HANDED DOWN FOR CENTURIES 
FROM FATHER TO SON. 

WAY-NAH-BOZHO. 

His Origin, Birth and Life. 

In order to relieve the pain 
which was now becoming unbear
able by the, constant gnawing of 
the weasel at the ar te r ies of his 
heart , and also to drown W a y -
nah-bo/ho who he .was now sure 
was responsible for this pain, Me* 
she-nah-may-gway swallowed a 
large quant i ty of water , but this 
had no effect on Way-nah-bosdio 
since his canoe had also been swal
lowed with him and he could float 
easily and comfortably inside of 
the huge body of the g r e a t spiri t 
of the big salt water lake. Find
ing no relief in this remedy, Me-
«he-nah may-gway made an effort 
to throw out Way-nah-bozho, and 
in doing this made the water foam 
with the slashing of his largo 
body. In his agony he said: " H e y 
cow-ay-sah" (Oh! it is impossi
ble.) And then s tar ted with all 
his might in a direct line, which 
happened to be towards Way-nah-
bossho's home. After Hwimming 
swiftly for miles Me-shcnah-may-
gway turned over on his side and 
died, the weasel having completed 
its deadly Work of sever ing the 
main ar ter ies of the g rea t sea spir
i t 's hear t . I t so happened that 
Me-shcnah-may-gway ' s d e a t h 
took place at a point a half a 
noon 's distance from th«* shore 
which was only a shor t distance 
from the spot where he had direct
ed his g randmother to come and 
await him, Wa.V-nah-boimo knew 
this , ami he called on his uncle, 
the Wes t Wind , to blow the large 
carcass ashore in o rde r tha t he 
might land without t rouble . Im
mediate ly a s t rong wind blew 

from the west, and Me^she-nah-
may-gway ' s body soon touched 
the shore. Whi le Way-nah-bozho 
was medita t ing about the manner 
in which he could secure his release 
from his disagreeable and oily 
prison, he heard a peculiar noise 
overhead and looking u p he saw 
th rough a small hole wnich crows 
had made a large number of them ,; 

busily engaged in making it la rge 
enough to enable them to ge t a t 
Me-she-nah-may-gway's intestines. 
Knowing the pervers i ty of these 
birds Way-nah-bosdio s a i d t o 
them: * 'Ne-cheem-ay-doog." ' (My 
little brothers) , leave my wah-cah-
ay-gun (round typec) alone, you 
will destroy it, This they paid no 
at tent ion to which pleased h im 
very much, and they soon had a 
hole large enough to enable h im 
to crawl out , which he lost no 
time in doing. A s soon as he had 
succeeded in ge t t ing out of his un
comfortable quar te r s Way-nah-
bozho called the weasel which 
came to him, and he said: " N c -
cheein (little bro ther ) as a re
ward for assisting me to des t roy 
Me-she-nah-gway you will hereaf
ter be the color of the grounq! 
du r ing summer and the color ojf 
snow dur ing winter , and thus y o u 
will be bet ter able to kill the game, 
you hunt , and to avojd y o u r ene
mies . " Way-nah-bozho then com
menced to look for the place where 
he had directed his g r andmothe r 
to await him, and oberv ing a th in 
s t reak of smoke a shor t distance) 
from where he stood, he proceeded 
to the spot, and the re found his 
g randmother to whom he related 
his experience. She listened at 
tentively to all he said,and when he 
g o t t h i o u g h said: " M y grandson 
you have made a g r ea t mis take 
for Me-she-nah-may-gway's rela* 
t ives are the most powerful s p i r i t y ^ 
of the sea, and they will not over? 
look his death without an a t t emp t 
at vengonce, and you surely will 
have war with them, Way-nah-
bozho, in the pride his early youth , 
said: "Mah-nn eow-in-in-good-ah* 
n o . " (So be it, it makes no differ* 
ance) " I will be glad to go on tho 
war-path and have the i r braves 
meet and test the courage, of a 
s t rong h e a r t . " 

When Mishe-nah-may-gwoy's 
relatives heard of his dea th , and 
who caused it, they immediately 
called a grand council to which all 
the spir i ts of the big salt Wate|» 
lake were invited. A t this coun
cil it was decided to g o , t o w n / 
with Way-nah-bossho. ' After tlij* 
declaration of war Way-hah-l to/ho 
could not approach a jlarge body 
of water without being compelled 
to do battle with one or more 
water spiri ts in which he invar iab* 
ly got the bet ter of them. Ifll 
was repeatedly cut into pieces but 
his father, the North Wind , in-
vaiably brought him back to his 
original U*ing from a d r o p 
of his blood. It was a furious 
war that raged between Way-nah* 
bozho and the grea t water spir i ts , 
and the shrill war-cry of his race 
was often heard in those days ,mueh 
to the amazement of his kinsmen 
on Ear th , the Unish-in-ah-baitf 
(spontaneous men) or Chippeynk 
Indians,who had not ye t seen'hiu?, 
and only knew of him as an eccen
tric and foolish Indian. After re-
peated failures to destroy W a y -
nah-bozho, the water spir i ts in
voked the aid of their relative the 
rain spir i t to drown the former, 
for, they said, he could not^ be 
killed in the ordinary way. The 
rain spir i t agreed to comply with, 
thei r request. 

INDIAN VKKSION OK TIIK FLOOI>, 

Immediately it commenced to 
rain in torrents, and for many 
days it rained incessantly. The 
country surrounding \\ ay-nah-
bo/.lio became flooded, and he WaS 
compelled to keep moving cqn-
wtantly from one high point of Ian* j 
to another. He finally reached th» 
highest mountain in the land an* 
upon which was standing a Very 
tall pine tree. He climed this tree, \ 
and built a nest hear the top of it, 
and still it rained and the water j 
kept raising. 

(To Bis CWrrNtJM).) 
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