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Indians in Pow-Wow 
Seek Restitution for 

Seizure of Lands. 
, Eastman, Black Spotted Horse, Paul 

Crow Eagle, Leaders at Session. 

« - • . - • - . 

Mitchell, S. D —Nine tribes of 
Sioux, Cheyenne and Arapahoe 
lndiansMield a pow-wow at the 
Crow Creek reservation, by special 
permission from Washington, for 
the purpose of deciding what 
specific steps shall be taken by th^ir 
nation for. recovering compensation 
from the United States govern
ment for the Black Hills section of 
South Dakota, that was taken from 
fchem without warrant or show of 
justice and for which they have 
never received payment. Their 
greatest warriors sat around their 
council fires, among tbem Dr. 
Charles Eastman, educator and 
author—the foremqsjj American 
Indian. Some of the other leaders 
are Black Spotted Horse, Paddy 
Miller, Paul Crow Eagle and Clar
ence Ward. 

The story is a well known one to 
residents of the river counties of 
South Dakota and in the vast ter
ritory west of the Missouri river 
in the state. As a result of the ag 
gression of the whites, and in con 
formity with various one sided 
treaties of settlement, the Sioux 
were forced into the Dakotas in 
1868, where they were assigned a 
reservation which included the 
Black Hills. Before the middle of 
the next decade, miners and other 
adventurers had begun an invasion 
of the Black Hills country, where 
gold had been discovered by tres 
passing prospectors. The Indians 
protested to the government, but 
were afforded neither redress nor 
protection. Tile7miners and their 
followers continued to pour in;' 
collisions between white men and 
red men were frequent and finally 

*white men were shot. The govern
ment was appealed to- for protec
tion and sent soldiers to put down 
the ''Indian uprising.'? 

The Sioux at this time were a 
strong and warlike tribe and under 
the command of able chiefs. With 
Sitting Bull, already a young war
rior of distinction, at their head, 
they resisted. The disorder grew 
aa the Indians organized, and Gen
eral Custer was placed in charge 
of an expedition against the Sioux. 

Sitting Bull and his warriors 
became fugitives after the death of 
Custer. The country was crying 
for vengeance and the whole mili
tary power of the United States 
was requisitioned to put an end to 
the Indian war. Sitting Bull es 
caped to Canada and found sane 
toary for his forces there. Time I the cowardly assassination was 
assuaged bitterness and the Sioux I placed at the door of members of 
returned to their own country, j his own people. 
Some of their descendants are now A few years after the saognin-
tighting with the Allies in France, j a r y event of Wounded Knee' had 
but their lands have never been J ^ j ^ g p j ^ ^ t n e author had occasion 
restored—nor have the Indians j 
ever received any compensation! 
for them, they allege. Dead wood, j 
the famous Homestake mine, and | affairs *ad, while there met Gen. 
©ther of rich gold mining property Colby, who was connected with 

are situated within the lost pro
vince. | 

The Indians made no attempt to 
get restitution ' until about two 
years ago. Since that time they 
have been trying to arrange a con
ference with the government on 
their claim for compensation for 
the Black ^Hills country. Those 
who know their side of the story— 
and they are many in South Da
kota—hope that the matter will 
not be quietly adjusted by the In
dian commissioner, but that it will 
be brought into open court or be 
fore Congress and discussed on its 
merits. 

The Sioux plea recites that when 
the government allowed the mili 
tary to enter the Black Hills 
country in 1876 and take it from 
the Sioux reservation the action 
was "without compensation and 
without their consent." Their% ad 
hcrents among the whites say this 
is putting i t mildly. It is felt also 
that the Sioux have been unjustly 
condemned for their participation 
in the Custer tragedy.—Minne
apolis Tribune. 

'The reference that "General 
Custer was placed in charge of an 
expedition against the Sioux," un
doubtedly refers to the ill-fated 
expedition which terminated in the 
disastrous battle of the Little Big 
Horn and where General Custer 
met his death and his entire com
mand annihilated. It is narrated 
that after the battle and Sitting 
Bull and his doughty warriors 
were returning to their temporary 
encampment where the women, 
children and old people were 
eagerly awaiting tha outcome- of 
the battle, prepared to flee in. case 
the foe won, Sitting Bull quieted 
their fears and alarm by command
ing them ta "camp where you are 
we've killed them all." Sitting 
Bull and his bands were well 
aware that when the Government 
learned of the fatal results which 
befell the Custer expedition no 
time would be lost to send a vastly 
superior fbrce of soldiers to con
tinue the war against them, con
cluded to continue their, north
ward march to the more congenial 
confines of Canada, where they 
continued to live in peace until 
persuaded by the Government to 
return to their former homes. 

After the return of Sitting Bull 
and his bands from Canada there 
was still rife considerable ill-feel 
ing against the Sioux in some por
tions of the country over the dis
astrous results of the battle of the 
Little Big Horn and some of the 
enemies of the Indians were still 
louding clamoring for vengenee. 
Tins unfriendly disposition on the 
part of enemies of the Sioux en
gendered serious friction between 
the Indians and certain factions 
hostile to their interests and which 
finally resulted fn the battle, or 
rather massacre, of Wounded 
Knee, and in which the remnants 
of the 7th Cavalry, Custer's for
mer command, took a leading part. 
After the so called battle was over 
it was discovered that, among the 
killed, there were some eighty six 
or more women and children, 
many of them suckling babes. It 
was at this time too that the en 
emies of Sitting Bull carefully 
staged the death or assassination of 
the famous Sioux Medicine Mad, 
Sitting Bull, this contemptible 
crime was so deftly arranged that 

to visit the city of Washington in 

connection with Chippewa tribal 

the Nebraska troops, stationed at 
or near Wounded Knee. Speak
ing of the wanton killing of women 
and children by the U. Si troops 
General Colby characterized the 
action as "an unwarranted act of 
savage butchery." General.Colby 
who was one of the first persons to 
go over the fatal field of slaughter 
after the fight discovered a little 
baby girl croning and fumbling 
over its dead mother's breast; the 
mother having been killed, shot 
through the body by three bullets.1 'cessible to the tribal organization 
The General took the mother's 
blanket, a Navajo production, 
carefully wrapped the orphan 
waif and took her with him. After 
wards arrangements were made 
with the orphan baby's relatives 
whereby Gen. Colby adopted her. 
During a very pleasant visit with 
Gen. Colby and his charming wife 
the author met and was in
troduced to Zinka La-noo-nee, 
weeping bird, the little Sioux 
waif who had found a h,ome 
and refuge under the roof of 
General and Mrs. Colby's home. 
At that time the Navajo blanket, 
taken from the dead mother was 
exhibited and which showed the 
unmistakable evidence of three 
bullet holes. 
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Indian Bureau to Inves
tigate its Own Short-

commings. 
— ; 

The most ridiculous and most 
unjust farcical drama is about tc 
be indulged in by the self-anointed 
rulers of the Indians of the'United* 
States—the Indian Bureau. When 
that autocratic branch of our Gov
ernment was closely questioned 
last winter by Congress, as to the 
manner of the expenditures from 
the funds of the Chippewas of 
Minnesota for the alleged "sup
port and civilization" of the Chip
pewa Indians, it was -unable to 
justify its past record of waste, 
negligence, incompetency and 
petty graft in its administration of 
the affairs of the Chippewas of 
Minnesota. Its past dishonest rec 
ord, so strongly guarded and hid
den from Congress in the past was 
dug up, not by that bureau, but 
by the representatives of the In
dians themselves, and it savored 
so strong of criminal waste of In
dian funds, of total incompetency 
and negligence in administration, 
that Congress was about to deny 
this useless bureau the appropria 
tions asked for from tribal funds. 
Their only justification for the 
enormous appropriation, was that 
if it was not obtainable this year', 
"it would seriously embarass tue 
Bureau." Noi until solemn prom
ises were made by the bureau to 
members of Congress, particularly 
to Senator Frank B. Kellogg, that 
the bureau would make a most 
thorough investigation with a view 
to abolishing several of the agen
cies in Minnesota, was the appro
priation consented to for this year. 
The pnmise of a most thorough 
investigation of the several agen
cies was re-interated in a letter 
written by Asst. Secretary S» G. 
Hopkins in which he stated that 
such an investigation would be 
conducted along the lines suggest 
ed by the Legislative Committee 
of the General Council. The com 
mittee requested a full, open and 
public investigation with the privi
lege of having the Indians repre
sented so that all charges made 
would be thoroughly gone into. 
Contrary to the promises made by 
the Bureau regarding the conduct 
of such an investigation, word has 
been received from Washington, 
to the effect that Commissioner 
Sells has ordered an investigation 
at the White Earth Agency to be

gin within a week, by an inspector 
of the Indian Bureau. According.to 
the instructions to, the inspector 
the investigation is tojbe conducted 
exclusively by the Bureau, and 
that the tribal organization or any 
attorney will not be permitted to 
represent the Indians; that no ex
amination or cross examination 
will be permitted, and that the 
findings of the inspector will be 
confidential, to be used if fit, only 
for the Indian Bureau and not ac-

or to any members of the Chippe
was. 

Every Indian knows that an 
investigation of this, character, 
conducted secretly with Star-Cham 
ber witnesses, is thorouohly preju-
cicial and ruinous / o tribal in 
terest and the welfare of the In
dians, and a shameful fraud upon 
Congress, as the report of this in
vestigation will be used by the 
Bureau next year in asking for 
another enormous appropriation 
from tribal funds. There are many 
members of this reservation who 
know of many short-commings and 
sliameful practices existing at this 
agency, and who if given the op
portunity to bo present and exam
ine witnesses, could easily prove 
to any fair-minded investigator 
the disgusting and rotten situation 
of affairs at this agency. 

That autocratic branch of this 
free gavernment—the Indian Bur 
eau, has violated every principle 
of justice and fair news in its deal 
ings with the Indians. They have 
cast aside the sacred and solemn 
treaties and agreements of this, 
government with the Indians as 
"Mere Scraps of Paper", have 
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totally ignored every obligation of 
their assumed guardianship over 
the Indian, and haveing had full 
sway since time immorial, have 
come to the conclusion that they 
are responsible to no one for their 
actions as such guardian. 

Members of the Legislative 
Committee who are now at Wash
ington, are making a titanic effort 
to have members of Congress be
come interested, to the end that 
they will use their good offices and 
influence in seeing to it that the 
Indians will be given a full op
portunity to appear and be repre
sented in the coming investigation. 
They are asking only what is fair 
and just, and no decent tribunal or 
officer would deny such a request. 
But if the Indians are not permit
ted to be' represented, and this 
investigation is conducted as the 
Old Game always was, it is certain 
that Congress will be advised of 
the repetition of the famous farci 
cal drama, well known as "The 
Indian Office White Wash." It is 
no time to despair, no situation 
with right and might in its favor 
can forever be ignored, the wel
fare of a great race of people hangs 
in the balance, to permit the past 
disgraceful supervision of the In
dian and his property, spells ruin 
and degradation. It must not be, 
and it WILL not be. 
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A GOOD SCHOOL 
that guarantees satisfactory work 
or refunds tuition. One mouth's 
tuition free while you investigate. 
Write for catalog. 
INTERSTATE BUSINESS C0LLE6E, Firgi, R.D. 

Broker & Murray 
Confectionery, Cigars 

and Tobacco 

Now is the time 
subscription. 

to pay that 

Having purchased the 
pool room a,nd confection
ery business formerly op
erated by E. Donnell in 
old Selkirk building, we 
solicit a share of your 
patronage. You can 

Play Pool 
while waiting for a shave or hair 

cut, as the 

Barber Shop 
run in connection with our busi

ness is ever at your service. ) 

W H I T E EARTH, Minn. 

White Earth 
Bus and Ex
press Line. 

P. C. MARTIN, Prop. 

Let me do your 

D R A Y I N Q 
between White Earth and Ogema. 

My prices are right, and satis

faction guaranteed. 
^ 

Office and Waiting Room at 

HOTEL HIAWATHA 

Where good rooms can be had at 
reasonable rates. 

White Earth, - • Minn. 
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If 

When you want 
the best 

f In Groceries, Dry Goods, Winter 
Clothing, Footwear, etc., call on 
us. 
We're right here every day in the jrear (except Sunday) to supply you 

with any and everything you may need in 

THE BEST AND PUREST GROCERIES IN THE MARKET. 

TheB. L. Fairbanks 
Company, 

• 

White Earth, riinnesota. 
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