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Action at Indian Bureau 
Insists Upon Suppress

ing the Truth. 
In last week's issue of T H E 

TOMAHAWK the puhlic was advised 
that an investigation was to be 
made by the Indian Office within a 
week and the conduct of that in 
vestigation was made known thru 
its columns. Word from the Chip
pewa delegates at Washington dis
closed the fact that such an inves
tigation was to be conducted ex
clusively by the Indian bureau in
spectors and the inspector's findings 
were to be strictly confidential for 
the use of the Indian bureau only. 
Members of the reservation realiz
ing the importance of a thorough 
investigation of all the affairs of 
the Chippewas of Minnesota 
promptly called a mass meeting 
which was held at the Town Hall 
on May -.-trior tbe p u r p l e of de
ciding what action should be taken 
by the Indians. After discussing 
the matter it was agreed that a 
committee should call upon the in
spector with a view of being in
formed under what instructions he 
was authorized to proceed. Accord
ingly the committee called upon 
Mr. Wadsworth, one of thejsuper-

i visors of the Indian Office who had 
arrived for the purpose of making 
the investigation. Mr. Wadsworth 
stated that his instructions were 
not to permit any attorney or at
torneys to represent the Indians 
nor to permit examination or cross 
examination of witnesses, but that 
he was authorized to use his dis
cretion whether or-not open hear
ings would be permitted, he stated 
further that it would be his desire 
to hold open hearings provided a 
room suitably large enough could 
be obtained to accommodate the 
persons who desired to attend. He 
further stated that he intended to 
go to the bottom of every charge 
Jieretofore made, or which might 
be submitted to him. Although Mr. 
Wadsworth appeared to the com
mittee as fairly unbiased in the 
premises, he was frankly advised 
by them that the Chippewa people 
would have no confidence in an in
vestigation conducted along the 
lines authorized; that previous 
charges had been submitted and 
investigations ordered and made in 
aecrecy and the results embodied 
in confidential reports that sup
pressed thetruth and white-washed 
the officials and employees against 
whom the charges were made, the 
committee cited at least two cases 
in which the white-wash proceed
ings were bad, namely, the charges 
against Dr. Robertson, who was 
investigated by an inspector of the 
Indian bureau, secretly, and be
hind ciossd daors. and the case of 
Madeline Downs, one of the teach
ers at the boarding school who was 
charged with having uttered false 
and defamatory statements con-
cerajng the morals and character 
of the boys and girls attending the 
hoarding school, and that the re-
for t of the inspector in each of the 

two cases was based unon the ex-
parte and self serving statements 
of the persons under investigation. 
The committee stated further that 
unless the Chippewa people were 
allowed to be Represented by an 
attorney and were permitted to 
examine and cross-examine wit
nesses, they would have nothing to 
do with such an investigation. 

At seven o'clock the same even
ing the mass meeting convened to 
hear the report of the committee 
which was rendered. After discus
sion it was unanimously agreed 
that it be the sense of the meeting 
to remonstrate against such an in
vestigation as was contemplated by 
the Indian Bureau, and accordingly 
the following telegram was adopt
ed and ordered to be sent to the 
Secretary of the Interior and 
members of Congress, to-wit: 

"At a mass meeting of the Chip
pewa Indians of the White Earth 
Agency, the following telegram 
was authorized to be sent to the 
Secretary of the Interior and to 
certain members of Congress. Ma
jority of Indians opposed to con
templated investigation by Indian' 
Commissioner's Office, on the 
.ground that it is restricted in scope,' 
biased in principal, and not calcu
lated to bring out the whole truth. 

"Indians refuse to take any part 
in said investigation whatsoever 
unless they are represented by an 
attorney and insist upon open hear
ings, examination and cross-exam-
ination of witnesses, that all testi
mony be given under oath and 
reduced to writing and accessible 
to tribal authorities, and that all 
books, records and accounts per
taining to tribal affairs be pro
duced." 

(SIGNED) G. A BBRRY, 
' Chairman. 

Among the members of Congress 
to whom the above telegram was 
sent was Congressman Clarence B. 
Miller. Mr. Miller, true to his 
sense of justice and fairness for 
the Indian's welfare, answered 
promptly and notified the chair
man, that he was endeavoring to 
obtain a congressional investiga
tion of all. of the affairs of the 
Chippewas of Minnesota, and that 
he would endeavor to see to it that 
the Indians were given every op
portunity to present their matters 
fully and freely as they should be. 

Contrasting Congressman Mil
ler's attitude of fairness with that 
of the Indian Bureau we have only 
to cite the reply of that Bureau to 
the above telegram, which is to the 
effect that under no conditions will 
attorneys be permitted to repre 
sent the Indians and no examina
tion or cross examination will be 
permitted by them. 

Thus the Chippewas of Minne
sota, the great majority of whom 
have become self-supporting, law-
abiding, tax paying citizens of the 
great State of Minnesota have 
again been forced to bitter injustice 
and insolent treatment at the hands 
of that autocratic branch of this 
free government—the Indian Bu 
reau. Instead of assisting the In
dians to a betterment of their 
personal welfare and to protect 
their tribal property from further 
criminal waste and extravagence, 
the bureau knowingly and deliber
ately is seeking again to completely 
suppress the truth of their own 
jjhort-commings by the perfidy of 
a policy well known to be fallacious. 
That bureau is determined that 
Congress nor the members of the 
tribe shall know of the unlawful 
expenditures of tribal funds,, the 
criminal waste and inefficiency con
nected with its supervision and the 
grotesque incompetency of its own 
employees, and therefore insists 
on restricted investigations, by 
biased officials in their employ for 
the purpose of obtaining confiden
tial reports for their use exclusive
ly, thus to dominate the Indians 
and to perpetuate itself forever. 
Under the supervision ox the Bu

reau the manhood of the Indian 
Race generally has deteriorated 
most shamefully, the property of 
the Indian has been squandered* by 
it, and it has cast aside as mere 
scraps of paper nearly every treaty 
entered into, between the Indians 
and the United States. It is un-
American and is founded upon a 
wrong basis, it is pursuing and 
will continue to pursue unnatural 
methods so long as Congress per
mits its existence by yearly ap
propriations. 

These appropriations must stop 
Congress must be advised of the 
waste, negligence and incompeten 
cy in handling the property of the 
Indians, but no member of t the 
tribe should participate in any 
pretended investigation conducted 
in secrecy, based upon ex-partc 
statements, not under oath, with 
no opportunity to examine or 
cross-examine any witnesses, con
ducted by representatives of the 
Indian Bureauvwhich is itself un
der investigation, which represen
tatives will undoubtedly sojourn 
with the very men they are investi
gating and partake of their hospi
tality, with no guarantee from the 
Secretary of the Interior that 
employees in the service who may 
tell the truth will be protected, 
and the result of which is to be 
embadied in a confidential report 
available only to the departmental 
officers. No officer of the tribe and 
no member of the tribe even in his 
individual capacity .should recog
nize or countenanee such an inves
tigation. If either the tribe or the 
individual members thereof should 
participate in such an affair they 
will be bound by the confidential 
findings, which it is believed, made 
as the result of such an investiga
tion, will be a complete justification 
of everything that has gone before. 
It is the duty of every member of 
the tribe to assist the members of 
the legislative committee now in 
Washington and Congressman 
Miller in trying to have a sub
committee of Congress make a 
most thorough investigation of all 
of the affairs of the Chippewa 
Indians of Minnesota, to the end 
that Indian reservations will be
come a decent place to live in. 

To Safeguard the Child
ren. 

A visiting nurse for the county, 
a baby show at the county fair, 
and the measuring and weighing 
of babies in order that the sub
normal may received special care 
and treatment, are some of the 
plans Mrs. P . F . Schroeder, Beck
er county chairman of the child's 
welfare league, Council of National 
Defense, is considering in connec
tion with Minnesota's baby saving 
/campaign to start May 13th and 
lust one year. 

Statistics show that preventable 
infant mortality in Minnesota is 7 
per cent annually. Thft death rate 
for men in, the trenches is but 2 
per cent annually. Minnesota pur
poses to save the lives of 2,134 
babies who, under ordinary cir
cumstances, would die during the 
coming year. 

A Great Crisis. 
At a great crisis there is no ques

tion to be asked. It is to act and 
do quickly. In a burning fire there 
is no question to be asked. It is to 
put out the fire. When a life is 
involved there is no question to be 
asked. It is to save the life. 

This country is in a crisis of 
war. There is no question to be 
asked. When your name is called 
it is for you to say: "Here am I . " 

At Plymouth Rock there was, no 
questiou to ask. The Indians gave 
corn to keep the body together. 
In every crisis that required sacri
fice of life in the United States, 
the Indian did not ask any ques 
tions. He was there to offer up 
his life to protect the country. 
Approximately five thousand In
dians did not ask any questions, 
but they volunteered from their 
hearts to put themselves into ser
vice for the sake of FREEDOM, 

EQUAL BIOHTS AND JUSTICE. 

There is a crisis at stake with 
the Indian race. The Indian 
Bureau has bim bodily in every
thing. As a human being he is 
handicapped by the system. He 
is a ward—deprived of American 
citizenship by perpetuating the 
Indian Office. Common sense 
teaches us there is no question to 
be asked on the whole matter. It 
is to abolish the Indian Office 
from the face of the earth.— 
WASSAJA. 

Sale of Personal Property. 
Notice is hereby given that all 

personal property belonging to me 
in White Earth, Minn., is for sale. 
This property consists of house 
and bote' furniture, large marble 
soda fountain with show cases and 
other fixtures, one roll-top office 
desk, filing cabinets, etc. Also 
about o tons of iron; parts of a 
saw mill, the boiler, engine, etc. 

Address—Mrs. Ella Beaulieu, 
White Earth, Minn. 

Advertise in The Tomahawk-
it brings results. 

Notice of the Sixth Annual Session of 

the General Council of Chippewa 
Indians of Minnesota. 

Pursuant to provisions in the Con
stitution of the General Council of 
Minnesota Chippewa Indians which 
was adopted at Cass Lake, Minn., on 
the 8th day of" May, 1913, and as a-
mended by the General Council at its 
fourth annual session held at Betnidji 
Minn., July 11th, 19U5, the annual 
meeting of said General Council of 
Chippewa Indians of Minnesota will 
be held at Bemidji, Minn., beginning 
the 9th, day of July. 1918. 

Your attention is invited to Article 
« of the Constitution which reads as 
follows: "The basis of representation 
to the Councils of this organization 
shall be one delegate for each one 
hundred members or fraction thereof, 
of the White Earth and Red Lake 
reservations, and reservations ceded 
under the provisions of the Act of 
Congress of January fourteenth, eigh
teen hundred and eighty-nine (22 II. 
S. State.. 642). Such delegates shall he 
elected on the first Tuesday in J une 
of each year, J J 

Notices shall be posted and given by 
the proper oflicers of said local councils 
and said notices shall be given and 
posted in each and every settlement 
and burg within said reservation or 
ceded reservation for a period of not 
less than twenty days, specifying the 
time and place of the election of such 
delegates." 
Where there is no properly organized 

local council it shall devolve upon the 
Executive Committee of the reserva
tion to ciill a council for the purpose 
of electing delegates. 

In respect to Article referred to 
above, delegates to the General Coun
cil must be selected on the first Tues
day in June, which will be June 4th, 
1918. 

Careful attention and good jude-
ment must be exercised by each and 
every Chippewa Indian interested, to 
fully observe the above Article and 
by so doing avoid any dispute that 
may arise from irregular appointment 
which in councils prior to the coming 
council has so manifestly caused 
considerable annoyance. 

Dated at Red Lake, Minnesota, 
May 1,1918. 

JOHN G.- MOKUISON, JU., 
President of General Council of 
Chippewa Indians of Minnesota. 
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Now is the time 
subscription. 

to pay that 

Jenson out for Re-Election 

We have in this issue the an
nouncement of County Attorney 
Henry N. Jensen as a candidate 
for re-election to the office of 
County Attorney. 

Mr Jenson is well known to the 
people of White Earth, he is an 
experienced man in the work which 
no doubt will be a factor in his 
favor. 

Broker & Murray 
Confectionery, Cigars 

and Tobacco 

Having purchased the 
pool room and confection
ery business formerly op-
crated by E. Donnell in 
old Selkirk building, we 
solicit a share of your 
patronage. You can 

Play Pool 
while waiting for a shave or hair 

cut, as the 

Barber Shop 
run in connection with our busi-

ness is ever at your service. 

• 

WHITE EAltTH, Minn. 

A GOOD SCHOOL 
that guarantees satisfactory work 
or refunds tuition. One mouth's 
tuition free while you investigate. 
Write for catalog. , 
INTERSTATE BUSIIESS COLLEGE. Ftrfi, 1.0. 

The PIONEER Store for gro
ceries, dry goods, etc. 
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When you want 
the best 

In Groceries, Dry Goods, Winter 
Clothing, Footwear, etc., call on 
us. 
We're right here every day in the year (except Sunday) to supply you 
with any and everything you may need in 

THE BEST AND PUREST GROCERIES IN THE MARKET. 

I 

TheB.L. Fairbanks 
Company, 

White Earth, - - riinnesota. 
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