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Letters of the Legislative 
. Committee of the Gen

eral Council 
To Secretary Hopkins, Requesting a 

Thorough going Investigation of ail the 

Affairs of the Chippenas. and the 

Latter's Reply Thereto. 

May 3 , 1918. 
Hon. Seldon G. Hopkins , 

Assistant Secretary, 
Department of the Interior. 

Washington, D. C. 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Under date of February 18,1918, 
the Legislative Committee of the 
Chippewa General Council a d ' 
dressed a communication to you in 
43 pages of typewrit ten matter 'a 
par t of the complaints of our peo
ple against the administration of 
our affairs by the Indian b u r e a u 
and its employees. Your reply, 
dated March 12th contained a de
nial of the more important allega
tions contained in our letter. On 
March 18th we wrote you, and we 
here quote an extract from the first 
page of that letter which we still 
adhere to : 

"E i the r we are deliberately mis
representing the facts to you or 
the officers of the Indian Bureau 
are ignorant of the situation pre 
vail<ng in our country, and if not 
ignorant then they are deliberately 
deceiving you. Upon the questions 
of administration hereinafter dealt 
with we call for a show-down. If 
we don ' t make good we are no 
longer entitled to your confidence 
or respect, if we do make good our 
people should be afforded immedi
a te relief and the men who are re
sponsible for the conditions exist
ing should be dismissed from the 
public service ." 

When the Indian appropriation 
bill was before the Houae of Rep
resentatives the appropriation of 
$185,000 from our trust .funds, to 
be used in defraying a par t of the 
the expenses of the Indian Bure.iu 
in maintaining the service among 
theCbippewas of Minnesota for 
the ensuing fiscal year against 
which we complained, was stricken 
from the bill. When the bill went 
to the Senate an appropriation of 
$176,000 was included upon the 
distinct understanding that there 
would be an open, full and com
plete investigation made of the 
service maintained among theChip-
pewas Indians of Minnesota so 
that' the exacL facts might be made 
known and from which could be 
determined the advisability of 
future appropriations for the main
tenance of suid service in whole^or 
par t . After this understanding was 
reached we filed, or caused to be 
filed, in your office and in tne office 
of the Commissioner a number of 
Additional specific complaints some 
of which were in the form of re
por ts of auxiliary organizations of 
ou r General Courfcil which were 
made after investigation of the 
facts. 

Under date of Apri l lo th , our 
at torney, pursuant to our request, 

should be conducted in order to 
obtain the exact facts. You re
plied under date of April 17th ad
vising us that Commissioner Sells 
had already directed " a most 
thorough-going investigation be 
had of all the Chippewa reserva
tions in Minnesota and his explicit 
directions to the inspecting officer 
covered fully the lines suggested 
by the Commit tee ." On April 18, 
at our request, our attorney wrote 
you further upon the subject par
ticularly requesting that we be ad
vised at, least ten days in advance 
of the arrival of the inspector at 
White Earth so that we could a r 
range for the proper presentation 
of evidence sustaining our previous 
complaints to the Department . To 
this letter the Commissioner of In 
dian Affairs replied under date of 
April 2oth in which he assured us 
that the investigation was to be 
C O M P L E T E A N D T H O R O U G H 
but specifically informed us that 
our tribal organization would not 
be permitted to be represented by 
an attorney. Hav ing had previous 
assurances from the Indian Bureau 
that its investigations of the com 
plaints submitted would be ' ' c o m 
plete and thorough/ ' which in fact 
resulted in the suppression of the 
truth and the application of the 
whitewash brush to the employees 
against whom the complaints were 
made, we sought an interview with 
Commissioner Sells which occurred 
commencing at 2 o'clock, April 
27th, 1918. Commissioner Sells 
again assured us that the investi 
gation was to be "'complete and. 
thorough," and asked us to file any 
additional complaints in wri t ing 
either in his office Or with the in
spector together with a list of 
witnesses. He informed us, how
ever, that we would not be per
mitted representation at or during 
the investigation; that it would not 
be open; that there might or might 
not be a record made; that our o r 
ganization would not be permitted 
through a representative or attor
ney to produce wituesses or ex
amine them; that we would not be 
permitted to examine or cross-ex
amine any person who might give 
testimony or make a statement 
contrary to the facts as we bad 
alleged them; that the investigation 
would be made entirely by the in 
spector as he saw fit, and that the 
result of his investigation would 
be embodied in a report that would 
probably be considered, the same 
as all other reports of inspectors, 
as "confidential" and would not be 
accessible to the officials of our 
tribal organization. 

We have carefully considered 
this matter and have advised our 
people of the manner in which this 
so called investigation is to be 
made and after bearing from them 
we beg to advise you that we 
withdraw, so far as this so called 
investigation is concerned, every 
allegation contained i n ' o u r com
munications to you, or submitted 
to you hy our at torney, likewise 
every complaint submitted by us 
or our attorney to the Indian Bu
reau. When we filed these com 
plaints we were acting in good 
faith. We believed they would re 
suit in an investigation that would 
be an investigation in fact as well 
as in name which would disclose 
the reil situation, the t rue facts. 
We know in advance that the pro 
posed investigation, if conducted 
as tlie Commissioner informs us it 
will be, will not disclose the real 
situation or the real facts, for we 
know from past experience that 
investigations conducted, as the 
Commissioner proposes to conduct 
this investigation, have suppressed, 
rather than disclosed the facts. 
Some of the same matters now to 

inspectors and the facts suppressed. 
Not only does the qOestion now 
presented involve great property 
rights, but also one of most far-
reaching importance,—the moral 
well being of our people W e have 
charged tha t the policy of the In
dian Bureau as carried into effect 
among our people has, and is, re 
tarding their material advancement 
and in some instances actual 'y des 
troying their manhood and woman
hood. I t has cost our people over 
$260,000 a year to maintain this 
service, which we claim is an actual 
detriment to our people and their 
progress. We do not think that 
the investigation should be con
ducted by a man appointed by the 
bead of the very bureau to be in
vestigated. W e believe that the 
investigation should be conducted 
by a man appointed by the Secre
tary, who could, without fear or 
favor, go into any matter that may 
arise either in Minnesota or in the 
Indian Bureau at Washington per
taining to our affairs' without em
barrassment. A toan appointed by 
the Commissioner cannot do this. 
If there is nothing to conceal, if 
the t rue facts are desired, .then we 
insist that the investigation should 
be open; th;it we should be afforded 
full opportunity to substantiate 
our charges by competent proof: 
that a complete record should be 
made of every syllable of evidence 
entering into the inquiry; that we 
should be permitted through our 
attorney to have access to the rec
ords and to examine and cross ex
amine witnesses, and that the re
port or .finding, together wifc-j, *H the i 
transcript of the record, should be 
furnished us so that if we desire 
to so behind the findings we will 
have an opportunity to do so. Un
less this can be done we cannot 
afford to be responsible for charges 
which we are denied an opportunity 
to substantiate. W e must decline 
to take any part or have anything 
to do with an investigation based 
upon ex-parte statements given in 
secrecy of which no record or an 
incomplete record is made and the 
results of which are submitted in 
a confidential communication to 
which we are denied access. 

We regret that Commissioner 
Sells should find it necessary tc 
conduct an investigation along such 
lines and under such conditions, 
when all that we. ask and the De
partment and Congress desires to 
know is the true sistuation, the 
unvarnished facts , - -a thing that 
every one having any interest in 
the matter ought to . desire. We 
can only repeat our statement con
tained in our letter of March 18th, 
that if you will tear down the bars 
of secrecy, throw open our affairs* 
to the light of day, we will make 
good every charge contained in 
our previous communications. W e 
are willing that t h e expenses of 
such an investigation should be 
paid entirely out of our t rust 
funds. 

J O H N W . CAUL. 

H E N R Y W. W A K K E N . 

Legislative Committee, 
Chippewa Gen. Council. 

wrote you relative to the proposed 
investigation, its scope and the | be investigated have been investi-
tnanner in which we suggested it gated before by the Indian Bureau 

Letter of the Legislative Commit 
tee to Secreatry Lane. 

May Cth, 1918. 
Hon. Franklin K. Lane, 

Secretary, 
Dept. of the Interior , 

Washington, D. C. 
Dear Mr. Secretary: * 

Your letter of the 6th instant re
ceived. While you assure us that 
the investigation of our affairs 
"will be a full one and will be con 
ducted fa i r ly ." you do not advise 
us that there has been any change 
in the ex parte inquiry ordered by 
the Commissioner. We do not 
question your desire that the in 
vestigation shall be thorough, but 

we do not believe, a;id we could 
never convince our people, that an 
investigation conducted along the 
lines it is proposed to conduct this 
one will disclose the t rue facts or 
result in anything more than limit
ed or partial relief. W e do not 
question your r ight , or tho right 
of the Commissioner, to conduct 
an investigation, initiated by the 
Department , in auch manner as 
you may deem proper, but this in
vestigation was not initiated by the 
Department; it is the result of 
complaints filed by our committee 
acting for the General Council, and 
an understanding between the De
partment and the Committees of 
Congress, or at least the Repre
sentatives from our State, that our 
complaints would be thoroughly 
inquired into. As the author of 
these charges we insist upon our 
right to prove them. In order to 
do this we must bo put in a posi
tion where we can conduct our 
own case through an at torney cap
able of coping with the officers and 
employees of the Indian Bureau 
and capable of developing the true 
situation. Of course the employees 
in Minnesota will cover up and 
conceal from the inspector every 
thing that reflects upon their work, 
and our case ought not to be turned 
over to an inspector, regardless of 
his ability and integrity, to be in
quired into as he may see fit, and 
his report to be submitted in the 
form of a confidential communica
tion. How can we know that our 
charges were in fact investigated 
and the true facts ascertained when 

vestigaiion is to be conduct
ed, not in our presence, but in 
secrecy, where we are deuied the 
right to participate by the examin

ation and cross-examination of 
witnesses and such record as is 
made, together with .the findings 
of the examiner, are to be witheld 
from us and treated as confidential 
by the Department . 

The only conditions under which 
we are willing that the complaints 
heretofore filed by our committee, 
or by its attorney, may enter into 
this inquiry are: Tha t we may be 
put into a position where we can 
conduct our own case through an 
attorney selected by us, a complete 
record to be made, the evidence to 
be given under oath, with full 
r ight to examine and cross examine 
in the open, all records desired to 
be produced, and a copy of tho 
transcript of the record and the 
findings of the inspector to be 
furnished our committee, or its 
at torney. 

We cannot be responsible for 
charges we are denied the right to 
prove, nor can we be bound by an 
investigation in which we are de
nied any actual participation. We 
are advised that our people will 
have nothing whatever to do with 
the investigation, except some few 
members of the tr ibe who have 
been receiving favors at the hands 
of Agent Hinten, and who, of 
course, will be of no assistance to 
the inspector in unearthing the 
actual situation. 

We must, therefore, insist upon 
the immediate withdrawal from 
the inspector of all complaints filed 
by the Legislative Committee or 
its attorney with the Department . 

We regret exceedingly that we 
should be compelled, in fidelity to 
our people, to assume this position, 
but we are determined that the 

(Continued on 8th. Page.) 

Notice of the Sixth Annual Session of 

the General Council of Chippewa 
Indians of Minnesota. 

Pursuant to provisions in the Con
stitution of the General Council of 
Minnesota Chippewa Indians which 
was adopted at Cass Lake, Minn., on 
the 8th day of May, 1913, and as a-
mended by the General Council at its 
fourth annual session held at Bemidji . 
Minn., July 11th, l'Jlti, the annual 
meeting of said General Council of 
Chippewa Indians of Minnesota will 
be held at Bemidji, Minn., beginning 
the 9th, day of July. 1!)18. 

Your attention is invited to Article 
(i of the Constitution which reads as 
follows: "The basis ot representation 
to the Councils of this organisation . 
shall be one delegate for each one 
hundred members or fraction thereof, 
of the White Earth and Red Lake 
reservations, and reservations ceded 
under the provisions of the Act of 
Congress of January fourteenth, eigh
teen hundred and eighty-nine (22 U. 
S. Stats.. 042). Such delegates shall be 
elected on the first Tuesday in .lune 
of each year, X t 

Notices shall be posted and given by 
the proper officers of said local councils 
and said notices shall be given and 
posted in each and eVery settlement 
and bury; within said reservation or 
ceded reservation for a period of not 
less than twenty days, specifying tho 
time and place of the election of such 
delegates." 

Where there is no properly organized 
local council it shall devolve upon the 
Executive Committee of the reserva- . 
tion to call a council for the purpose 
of electing delegates. 

In respect to Article referred to 
above, delegates to the General Coun
cil must be selected on the first Tues
day in June, which will be June 4th, 
1018. 

Careful attention and good jude-
ment must be exercised by each and 
every Chippewa Indian interested, to 
fully observe the above Article and 
by so doing avoid any dispute that 
may arise from irregular appointment 
which In councils prior to the coming 
council has so manifestly caused 
considerable annoyance. 

Dated' at Red Lake. Minnesota,. 
May 1, 1918. \ 

JOHN G. MOKKISON, JK. , 
President of General Council of 
Chippewa Indians of Minnesota. -
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When you want 
the best 

-

In Groceries, Dry Goods, Winter 
Clothing, Footwear, etc., call on 
us. 
We' r e r ight here every day in the year (except Sunday) to supply you 

with any and everything you may need in 

THE BEST AND PUREST GRQGERIES IN THE MARKET. 

The B. L. Fairbanks 
Company, 

White Earth, - - Hinnesota. 
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