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per Syndicate.) 

On a hot August afternoon Miss 
May Barry sat on the long veranda of 
Jher father's house in one of those big 
willow rocking chairs that man had In
vented for the comfort; of his fellow 
beings. 

Partly sheltered by the vines climb
ing up the lattice work, she was not 
reading or thinking. On the contrary, 
she was dozing. She had so nearly 

-fallen into actual sleep that she had 
begun to dream, when a sudden noise 
aroused her. 

It was the click 6f the gate latch, 
and o man was walking up the grav
eled path toward her. He was young, 
but not of the hero type. On the con
trary, her first glance convinced her 
that he was probably a tramp. He was 
making his way around toward the 
kitchen when she arose and called out: 

"What do you want?" 
"Excuse me, miss, but I want to 

speak to the cook a moment," he re
plied, as he doffed a tattered cap. 

"The cook is out this afternoon." she 
said. 

He turned around to retrace his 
steps to the highway. 

"Is the cook a relative of yodrs?" 
she called after him. 

"Not exactly, ma'am," he unWered 
without turning. 

"Oli, perhaps you wanted a bite to 
«at?" 

He nodded his head. 
"I think I can give you a sandwich 

If you will go around to the kitchen 
door." 

At which she disappeared into the 
house, reappearing a little later at the 
kitchen door with a liberal sandwich, 
which she handed to him. He received 
It with a shamefaced smile and pro
test. 

"Sorry to have disturbed you, but I 
•baven't had anything to eat since I 
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He Was -Young. 

pulled a raw turnip at daybreak this 
morning," he said. 

"You are a tramp, aren't you?" she 
Asked, as she stood in the doorway. 
Directness was one of Miss Barry's 
strong points. 

"I suppose I do fall under that class
ification," he admitted. 

"How was It that you took up the 
profession so early In life?" she per-
jgfsted. 

'Tve never been able to decide 
whether it was misfortune or a love 
of adventure," he said soberly enough, 
bat with a quizzical twinkle in his 
«yes. "It really don't matter. At any 
rate, that was a mighty good sand
wich, and I propose to pay for It. 
Your supply of firewood seems a bit 
tow. I will Increase it." 

The ax and the woodpile were near 
and he picked up the former and was 
soon at work. The girl went back to 
ber seat on the veranda 

By and by the tramp appeared on 
bis way out and with a lift of bis cap 
walked down to the gate and passed 
down* the hill and out of sight. 

"Why," she said to herself, "If he 
^ n s washed up, had a shave and a 
hair cut and a business suit on. he 
would pass for a pretty good-looking 

-;young man. I wonder if there is not 
Home romance connected with his ca
reer as a tramp." 

She was still sitting in the big chair, 
•a quarter of an hour later, when a 
baggy with three men in it drove up. 
One she recognized ns the constable, 
another as the tramp who had Just 
left, and the third was a farmer, who 
lived a couple of miles away. From 
where she sat she could see the 
handcuffs on the wrists of the tramp. 
•The officer jumped down and with a 
proud air came up the path and said 
to ber: 

"You see, I have got him, miss." 
"But what, has he done?" she asked. 
"Let me first isk you if he stole any-

Oilng here?" 
"Why. n0r 
•Well, V s a l-.crae thief, anyway. 

He stole a horse from this farmer last 
night and he Is good for about five 
years in state prison. I am glad he did 
not rob your home or scare you half 
to death." 

"I don't believe he stole a horse!" 
protested the girl, with considerable 
spirit. "If he stole the horse, where la 
the horse?" asked Miss May. 

"That is what I am going to try and 
find out after I have landed him in 
jail. I believe that I have got a 
straight case against him." 

"And I don't." 
And as the officer walked down to 

the gate, the girl walked with hlra. 
The tramp smiled as she approach
ed, and his smile broadened as she 
asked: 

"Did you steal a horse last night?" 
"Lord, miss, you might as well ask 

me If I stole the bridge over the river 
back here." 

The farmer and the constable 
laughed as they drove off and May 
returned t« the veranda. There she 
passed up and down for an hour until 
her father and mother came home. 
When they asked the cause of her 
perturbation she told them about her 
tramp. 

"Well," said her father, "it's quite 
likely the charge Is true." 

"I don't believe it," protested the 
girl. "He didn't look like a horse 
thief." 

"How many horse thieves have you 
seen in your life?" 

"Father, see here a moment. If he 
stole a horse last night would not he 
ride him away to some distant point 
to dispose of him?" 

"Very likely he would," the fathor 
replied. 

"But he didn't. He is right here, 
within two miles of where, the horse 
was stolen, and he wasn't in hiding, 
either. Does that look as If he were 
a horse thief?" 

"Well, what is it to us?" asked the 
father. 

"It is this much," replied the girl, 
with flashing eyes. "Constable Clark 
has sent men to jail who were Inno
cent of crime, but he isn't going to 
send this one, if I can help It." 

"Oh, he isn't, eh? What are you 
going to do about It?" 

"You are going with me to learn all 
about the case and help me to show 
that he didn't steal a horse, or any
thing else." 

May had her way, and ten minutes 
later they drove over to Farmer John
son's first to hear his story. It wasn't 
a long story. 

"Last evening, just as it was getting 
dark, I caught sight of the fellow 
sneaking into my barn. As he was 
not smoking I did not hunt him out. 
My barn is used as a lodging house 
by scores of tramps, and they seldom 
commit any damage. I know for a 
surety that this was the only tramp 
that slept there last night. This morn
ing when I went out to feed the horse 
the tramp was gone. So was the horse. 
Don't that show that some time in the 
night the tramp took the horse, and 
rode away on his back?" 

"I should hardly say It did," replied 
Mr. Barry. "He would have only 
stolen the horse to sell to someone. 
He would have taken the horse miles 
away before he tried to sell him. Did 
he do so? The fact that he did not, 
is shown that the tramp was only 
three miles away, and on foot when 
arrested. 

"Mebbe I have been a little too fast," 
said the farmer, as he lifted his hat to 
scratch the back of his head. "The 
constable said I had a good case, but it 
don't look like it so much as It did. 
Hello, there's the telephone ringing. 
Let's see what it's about?" 

And a minute later he turned from 
the Instrument and said to his callers ^ 

"By George! But they have found 
my horse two miles u*p the road wan
dering about. He must have slipped 
his halter In the bam and either I or 
the tramp left the stable door open 
behind us. Whew! I guess I have 
come near making a fool of myself!" 

Mr. Barry and his daughter drove on 
to the village and saw and told the 
constable what they had herird. 

There was a smile on the tramp's 
face as the trio invaded his quarters 
and he laughed heartily as May cried 
out: 

"You never stole the horse. He has 
been found and you are to be set at 
liberty. I am so glad!" 

Mr. Barry was disposed to like the 
young man on first sight, and went so 
far as to offer him supper, lodgings 
and breakfast at his own house, and 
when the supper was kindly refused, 
would have pressed a sum of money 
upon the wayfarer, who also declined 
It, saying that all he needed was his 
liberty. He even forgave the farmer 
and the constable and passed out into 
the night after three hearty hand
shakes. 

For weeks and weeks later there 
was talk around the house of "May's 
Tramp" and at least one person won
dered if she would ever see him again. 
She had decided that she would not, 
when a wcil-dressed, good-looking 
young man rang the bell one day and 
asked Mrs. Berry, who answered It, If 
he could speak to her daughter for a 
moment. May was called, and as the 
girl stood before rflm looking at him 
in a puzzled way, he smiled and 
said: 

"I have not come back for another 
sandwich nor to cut any more fire
wood, but I have come to render my 
thanks for the services you rendered 
the tramp a month ago. I have kept 
out of jail ever since!" 

Who did he turn out to be? Why, 
James Condon, an enterprising news
paper reporter, of a Chicago daily, who 
was writing a series of tramp sketches 
from actual experience. 

It Is now the duty of the reader tn 
bring about the happy match ihat win 
«od Riis story to the sfcU<-et'rn of 
every: dy. 
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KEEPING HENS 10 
AID FOOD SUPPLY 

Poultry Constitutes Military Re
source Not to Be Ignored 

in War Times. 

MORE CHICKENS ARE NEEDED 

What 100 Fowls on Every Farm In 
United States Would Mean to Na

tion's Food Stock—War 
Emergency Program. 

(Prepared by the United States Depart
ment of Agriculture.) 

There should be 100 hens on every 
farm in the United States. We should 
obtain 100 eggs from every hen. With 
approximately 6,000,000 farms, that 
would mean 600,000.000 hens and G0,-
000,000,000 eggs per year. That num
ber of eggs constitutes a military re
source n'ot to be ignored. 

One hundred hens on every farm Is 
not a particularly big contract. There 
is hardly a farm in the United States 
but could support that number of hens 
practically on its waste materials and 
without materially added cost. One 
hundred hens to a farm is considerably 
less than the average number of hens 
to a farm In many of the better poul
try-producing sections of the country. 
It is an average that coiild as easily be 
maintained in the sections of the 
country where the average per farm is 
now lower than 100 hens. One hun
dred eggs from every hen, while far 
below what could be obtained with 
proper encouragement of fowls, is 
considerably more than the average 
egg production the country over. 

These two items are the basis of the 
war emergency poultry program for 
1918. The carrying out of that pro
gram Is an important part of the war 
against barbaric domination. 

Two causes combine to bring the ne
cessity for a special effort to secure 
the raising of more poultry this year. 
One Is that the war needs of the nation 
make larger average stocks of produc
tive poultry Important. The other is 
that the number of fowls on farms has, 
from a multiplicity of causes, been re
duced during the past year. 

A succession of sharp advances In 
prices of poultry feeds In 1917 and 
uncertainties In supplies of feeds, be-

Keeplng Chickens Does Not Tax Farm 
Labor Problem—Any Member of the 
Family Can Do Most of the Work 
Required by the Flock. -

cause of congested transportation, 
caused many poultry keepers to jcur-
tall production or reduce stocks on 
bandv As was inevitable under the 
circumstances, the sections of the East 
where poultry keeping was most high
ly specialized were most affected. 
Shortage of feed in drought-strlckon 
areas in the West and Southwest also 
led to reduction of poultry stocks on 
general farms in those areas. 

.Elsewhere flocks appear to have 
been maintained at about normal num
bers, and In some places slightly in
creased. Reports of heavy selling In 
sections where feed is sufficient have 
In many cases failed to take into ac
count the disposition of the stock sold. 
It has usually been assumed that all 
stock sold went to slaughter. Some 
reports, however, state that many bens 
and pullets sold by poultry keepers 
who were short of feed or of capital 
passed to others who were in a posi
tion to hold them. The volume of re
ceipts of eggs at certain markets 
seems to bear out this statement. 

,-INE SUBSTITUTE FOR SUGAR 

Few Hives of Bees Will Furnisff Good 
Supply of Honey—Very Littlo 

Work Required. 

(Prepared by the United States Depart
ment of Agriculture ) 

Hone; is a good substitute for sugar. 
A few hives of bees In your back yard 
or on your farm will furnish a good 
supply of honey If given proper care 
at little cost and with little work. Have 
a miniature sugar manufacturing plant 
of your own. 

Cultivate After Rain. 
For reasons understood by most 

gardeners It Is advisable to cultivate 
after svsfr rain. 

BARBERRY PLANT IS 
A MENACE TO WHEAT 

Spreader of Stem Rust Should Be 
Cut and Destroyed. 

Principal Factor in Reducing Yield of 
Wheat Alone in North and South 

Dakota and Montana by Mil
lions of Bushels. * 

(From the United States Department of 
Agriculture.) 

The common barberry is a direct 
spreader of black stem rust, a terri
ble scourge of wheat, oats, barley and 
rye in the spring-wheat districts. Com
mon barberry on lawns and in hedges 
in cities and suburbs, as well as on 
farms, throughout these districts i s 
a fearful thorn in the side of the 
wheat raiser. The presence of this 
shrub in your yard may mean that 
your county or .district produces less 
bread to feed the nation and the al
lies. While the farmers are being 
urged to take every cultural and pro
tective measure to prevent rusting of 
their fields, owners of city yards and 

Common barberry, showing • cluster 
cups on the leaves. Note the three-
forked spines and the irregular 
edges of the leaves. 

estates are called upon to help by 
digging out and destroying this spread
er of stem rust. 

How serious the black rust is to the 
bread supply of the nation may be 
judged from the fact that this disease 
was the principal factor in reducing 
the yield of wheat alone in North Da
kota, South Dakota, Montana and Min
nesota by nearly 200,000,000 bushels in 
1916. 

The common barberry bush (Ber-
beris vulgaris), including the purple-
leaved variety, nurses the black stem 
rust through one of Its stages, helps 
it develop, and enables it to spread 
to.the grains in the spring and early 
summer.' The most direct, method of 
attacking this rust is to keep common 
barberry bushes out of wheat-growing 
regions. 

The effect of a single barberry bush 
may extend for miles. They should 
be dug and destroyed throughout the 
upper Mississippi valley, especially In 
the following states: Montana, Wyo
ming, Nebraska, South Dakota, North 
Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin, 
Illinois, Indiana, Michigan and Ohio. 
Less is known about the importance 
of barberry elsewhere. The question 
will be investigated In all grain-grow
ing regions this season. 

PROPER PEAR TREEPRUNING 

As In Case of Apple Low Head Is 
Most Desirable—Retain Three 

or Four Branches. 

(From the United States Department ol 
Agriculture.) 

Since pears are grown both as 
standards and dwarfs in commercial 
orchards, a consideration of the prun
ing %t both classes is necessary. A 
low-headed pear tree is quite as de
sirable as a low-headed apple tree. 
In forming the head of the pear, how
ever, more branches may be left than 
In the case of the apple. While three 
Is given as the ideal number for the 
apple, as many as four or five may be 
retained by a well-grown pear tree. 
These should be distributed about the 
body sovas to give practically an equal 
space between them, and, If possible, 
they should stand at different heights 
upon the main stem. The number of 
branches to be left upon any partic
ular tree must, however, be deter
mined by the condition of the root. 

BE A FOOD PRODUCER 

(Prepared by the United States De
partment of Agriculture.) 

Are you going to raise food 
for your family this year? 

Or are you going to buy what 
someone else has raised? 

Are you going to the trouble 
of .handling a garden—It will un
doubtedly mean some additional 
work? 

Some say: "Let the other fel
low have the garden. 111 spend 
my time making money tto buy 
what he raises.n 

That's not the problem—the 
nation needs more food to win 
the war. , 

You can help by having a gar
den filled with vegetables to be 
substituted on the home table 
for food that can be shipped to 
feed your boy, or some other 
boy. who is fighting In the 
trenches. 

I lt's Poor Economy to a 
Endure a Bad Back 

I N these days of rising prices, we need every ounce of strength 
I and the ability to do a full day s work every day. The man 
* or woman with weak kidneys is half crippled. Sore, aching 
kidneys; lame, stiff back, headache, dizzy spells and a dull, 
tired feeling and urinary disorders are daily sources of distress. 
You can't afford to' neglect kidney weakness and make it easy 
for gravel dropsy or Bright's disease to take you. Get a box 
of Doan's Kidney Pills today. They have helped thousands. 
They should help you. 

Personal Reports of Real Cases 
A MINNESOTA CASE. 

Mrs. Henry Zumach, Hutchin
son, Minn., says: "A terrible 
sharp pain caught me in the 
small of my back and from that 
time on I had a constant back
ache night and day. I often got 
so dizzy that I thought I was go-, 
ing to taint. I got so weak I 
couldn't lift anything. The doc
tor said It was from my kidneys 
but the medicine I took didn't 
help me. Finally I used Doan's 
Kidney Pills and after the third 
box all the pain was gone. I can 
now do any kind of work without 
suffering and the bloating and 
other ailments left me." 

A WISCONSIN CASE. 
Charles Silherzahn, 7th Ave.. 

West Bend, "Wis., says: "My kid
ney trouble began with a dull, 
dragging pain In my back, that 
bothered me day and night. I 
got so sore and lame at times, I 
could hardly get up. I tried dif
ferent kidney remedies but with 
little help until I . began using 
Doan's Kidney Pills. They fixed 
*up my back and kidneys in good 
shape and removed all the ail
ments'. I still take Doan's occa
sionally and they keep my kid
neys regulated." 

KIDNEY 
PILLS 

60c a Box At All Stores. Foster-Milburn Co, Buffalo, N. Y„ Chemists 

DOAN'S I 
One-Sided View. 

"What sort of a man Is Green?" 
"Fine. The best ever." 
"Is he trustworthy?" 
"Very," 
"Would you lend money to him?" 
"As to that I can't say. I've never 

lent him any. Iv'e only borrowed 
from him." 

Life is full of uncertainties, even 
to those who expect the worst 

Reasonable Inquiry. 
"I should like a porterhouse steak 

with mushrooms," said the stranger, 
"some' delicately browned toast with 
plenty of butter—" 

"'Scuse me, suh," interrupted the 
waiter. "Is you tryln' to give an or
der or is you jes' remlniscln' 'bout old 
times?" 

Floating debts may sink a corpora
tion. • 

Both Ends 
( Producer and Consumer ) Against 

The Middle 
(The PacAer* 

The consumer wants to pay a low 
price for meat. 

The farmer wants to get a high 
price for cattle. 

The packer stands between these 
conflicting demands, and finds it im
possible to completely satisfy both. 

The packer has no control over the 
prices of live stock or meat, and the 
most that can be expected of him is 
that he keep the difference between 
the two as low as possible. He does 
this successfully by converting animals 
into meat and distributing the meat 
at a minimum of expense, and at a 
profit too small to be noticeable in the 
farmer's returns for live stock or in the 
meat bill of the consumer. 

Swift & Company's 1917 transac
tion* in Cattle were as follows: 

i 

Sold Meat to Retailer for 
Sold By-products for . . . 
Total Receipts • • • • • 
Paid to Cattle Raiser . . . 
Balance (not paid to Cattle Raiser) 
Paid for labor and expenses at 
Packing House, Freight on Meat, 
and Coat of operating Branch 
distributing houses . . . . 
Remaining in Packer's hands as 
Returns on investment . . 

Average Per Head 
. $68.97 
. 24.09 

, . 93.06 
. 84.45 

8.61 

7.32 

$ 1.29 

The net profit was $1.29 per head, or 
about one-fourth of a cent per pound 
ofbaef. 

By what other methdd can the dif
ference between cattle prices and beef 
prices be made smaller, and how can 
the conflicting demands of producer 
and consumer be better satisfied? 

. 

1918 Year Book of interesting and 
instructive facts sent on request. 

Address Swift ft Company, 
Union Stock Yards, Chicago, Illinois 

Swift & Company, U. S. A. 
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