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Mattle Mayfleld was the village 
.spinster, and, strange as it may seem, 
she had in a manner elected or ap
pointed herself to that post, though she 
<dld it unwittingly. Her widowed moth
er died when Mattie was in her early 
teens, and Mattie had to help out her 
meager inheritance by some sort of 
work. She was ambitious to become 
:a teacher, so she let down her dresses* 
for in those days the letting down of 
the dress signified an age of dignity 
and discretion, and Mattie must make 
•.an impression on the school board. 
She put her hair up very high, prac
ticed her prunes and prisms religious
ly before her mirror till her mouth 
lost its habit of dimpling and turning 
Itself up at the corners on the slight
est provocation—and received the 
school. Someone guessed her age 
*idlcuously old, and, jubilant, she let it 
xemain; then, of course, the mischief 
was done. She could not be young if 
she wished, and at times she did wish, 
oh, so much! But as time went on 
she almost gave up wishing, took up 
a staid middle-aged life in somber 
clothes at twenty-eight—and that is 
old in a village—and so she became 
the village "spin." She knew also that 
some people who had felt the weight 
of her scorn on occasion had called her 
Meddlesome Mattie. - " 

One evening as she sat in her room, 
before her tiny stove, she said the 
name to herself, but in a new tone, a 
determined, respectful tone. 

**Yes," she mused, "that's just what 
1 shall do. I'll be Meddlesome Mattie 

Did a Highland Fling. 

•-the poor little lamb!" The endear
ment had no reference to herself, but 
to a favorite pupil of hers, Bonnie Clay 
Bennington. Poor little Bonnie had 
dome a terrible thing and the gossips 
were so busy with her name that she 
could not withstand the venom of It 
all. She was ill, confined through the 
hot summer to her home, while the 
young husband who had married her 
clandestinely was at the front, eating 
his heart out because the rash act, so 
Bonnie now called it, had wrought so 
much unhappiness to the one whose 
happiness was dearer to him than any
thing else on earth. Of course, it was 
-a dreadful thing in a place where no 
-one else had ever run away and got 
married. But the fact that Bonnie 
was being hectored to death by ma
licious gossip, retailed to her by her 
disappointed and nagging mother, 
moved Mattie to angry tears. 

•Til not have. It! What if she did 
run away and get married? What if 
she is a war bride—I wish " but 
she did not finish. She laughed and, 
jumping to her feet, did a highland 
fling. The unwonted exercise brought 
the color to her cheeks and tumbled 
lier hair, till she had to stop and look 
at herself in the mirror as she scram
bled excitedly for pencil and paper. 

She was going to write *, fiction of 
her life. She would tell Bonnie and 
lie* mother "how she had planned to 
run away with the lover of her youth, 
but that her courage had failed her 
and he had gone away never to return. 
She wanted the story to hang together, 
so she wrote facts first, then made 
them fit. Bjit she stuck at his name. 
"Strange," sne muttered, "that I can
not recall the name of this man with 
whom I am running away." She could 
only think of Lochinvar. I have it— 
Lochiel Ross, ru call him Lochie!" 

When Mrs. Clay saw her coming she 
said to Bonnie: "Ifs that Meddle
some Mattie. You don't want to see 
her!" But Bonnie answered, "Yea, let 
her in. She was always nice to me, 
nicer than I deserved." So it happen
ed that Mattie was soon holding the lit
tle wasted hand, and telling with many 
stops and exclamations all about her 
planned elopement, wishing that her 
courage had not failed her so that she 
would now be happily married. 

She blushed'at the revelation (she 
was In the habit of telling the truth) 
and added many details. It was a 
changed Bonnie who smiled her a good-
by. And Bonnie and her mother talked 
long over Mattle's sad romance, and 
when Bonnie wrote to her husband she 
told him the story, adding that she 
was so glad that. she was not an 
•happy 0 * • » • * and that he 

bad married her despite all objections. 
When he read the letter it was so 

different in tone from her others that 
be whistled a merry tune and his bun-
kie heard him. "Good news, Ben?" he 
asked wistfully, hoping to hear of 
the happiness of some home. "You've 
guessed it. Shorty, and it's all through 
the little schoolma'am they used to 
call Meddlesome Mattie." Then he re
cited Mattie's romance to Corporal 
Scott 
. They talked long and sympathetical

ly about the poor little old maid that 
had lost her nerve and her lover. "I'll 
bet you, man," observed the corporal, 
"that she's mightly nearly all right, 
that little old girl! Let's both write 
to her. It'll do no harm." So they 
did. 

Mattie cheered by the vast improve
ment in Bonnie, kept up the farce day 
after day, dropping in with a bit of 
news, a flower or a rose that re
minded her of Lochie, till it was the 
seventh wonder of the village that 
Bonnie Bennington had discharged her 
doctor and was taking long walks 
about the country with her old teacher. 

Then one day two overseas letters 
came to Miss Mattie Mayfleld. The 
one from Bonnie's soldier husband, 
which she opened first, left her flushed 
and happy by its ardent thanks. She 
had made a better soldier of him,'he 
said; had relieved his mind and from 
iiow on she was to consider* him as her 
soldier, too. The other she . read 
through twice. Scotty was telling her 
how she was the most wonderful wom
an,, that his mother would have done 
just such a beautiful thing in her 
place, and so on. 

"Why, he thinks I'm as old as Me
thuselah!" 'she exclaimed indignantly. 
Then she laughed a little ruefully—it 
might have been a real romance—if. 
"Well, I'll tell him the truth," she said, 
and she did, but told him as he valued 
Bonnie's health not to tell Ben. But 
•time is long in the trenches. ' The con
fession was too funny to keep, and 
Scotty had to tell Ben. 

"But, Ben," he said, "that makes her 
better than ever. She risked a lot oi 
gossip making out that she had been 
giddy, when evidently she's never had 
time to do anything but make her liv
ing. Wouldn't It get you?" 

But Ben, with tears in his eye9, was 
realizing the need that Mattie had felt 
that something heroic must be done to 
save his wife, and Mattle's stock soar
ed to the skies. 

When Mattie wrote she had told her 
age. Corporal Scotty was just turning 
thirty-one. When she confessed the 
correspondence to Bonnie they laugh
ed and giggled like two romantic sebol-
girls. 

Of course love can come "sight un
seen," as the boys say when they swap 
jackknives, for letters. often disclose 
real hearts. So Ben was chaperon to 
the romance which culminated when 
he and Scotty were allowed to come 
home off sick leave. And, Scotty need
ed no second invitation to spend hts 
leave with Ben. There were two very 
happy couples indeed that' made a 
foursome <in the walks and drives 
about the village. 

Corporal Scott tried to convince Mat-
tie that it would now be in order for 
them to elope, for he was ready to 
wind up the romance in true Lochinvar 
style. "Whose romance is this I'd 
like to know?" growled Ben. "Bonnie 
and I did enough eloping for all of us, 
and^we've earned the right to "stand 
up' with you right regular." 

And so it was that MeAdlesome Mat-
tie ceased being meddlesome at" the 
same instant that she ceased being the 
village "spin" and became the wife of 
Corporal Scott. 

Satin; and Jet That 
Spell Distinction 

The black satin and jet dinner or 
evening gown presents itself with a 
calm assurance of success. Women 
may be beset by misgivings and un
certainties when they consider the 
merits of other gowns of like charac
ter, but a handsome black achieve
ment of the modiste goes unchal
lenged. It can hold its own any
where, and here In the picture Is a 
brilliant example of it. The most 
wobbly minded of women will recog
nize its beauty and distinction at a 
glance—It will command, her unswerv
ing loyalty-

How the designer managed to make 
a superb dress by the most direct and 
simple means Is told by the picture. 
The distracted fashion writer can 
only point out that the skirt is plain, 

the bodice simply draped, the sleevea 
three-quarter length and' the girdle 
merely a piece of satin crushed about 
the waist. Even' the bands of bril
liant jet are put- on In- the most ob
vious way possible*—straight up and 
down the top of the sleeves. Further
more, the bands of glossy black fur 
run directly around the bottom of the 
skirt and the' top of the cuffs. It is 
evident the artist who- fashioned this 
gown purposely scorned any devious 
and Intricate way of doing things and 
Showed that he could make a triumph 
without them. 

The soft, black velvet hat, worn 
with the gown* matches it in distinc
tion. It has an' odd' and very irregu
lar brim and a handsome, upstanding 
ostrich plume that challenges atten
tion by Its daring: pose;-

Party Frocks for LittleMiss 

They Never Go Back. 
A brother-in-law of mine who is la 

Franca wrote me about one of his -pals 
who had been taken sick and was be
ing examined by a physician. The 
physician found that in addition to be
ing sick he also had heart trouble in 
a minor v degree. Consequently he de
termined to recjommend a discharge 
for the soldier. 

Upon hearing of It, the Yank put 
up a strenuous protest, whereupon the 
doctor said, "Why, my dear boy, what 
would you do with a heart like yours 
if the enemy advanced In overwhelm-
lsjr numbers and you were compelled 
to retreat? How far could yon re 
treat?" 

The Yank replied, "Doc, you don't 
know my gang,. There ain't going to 
be any retreating with that bunch."— 
Chicago Tribune. 

Properly Punished. 
An American private, astride a wa» 

ter bafrel that was being drawn on a 
cart by a mule, was telling the mule' 
what he thought about the animal's 
balking In the middle of a road that 
was being-constantly shelled by the 
Germans when a direct hit was made 
on the mule. The mule vanished from 
sight save his head, which was 
thrown several yards up the road, and 
a couple of legs, which were left 
hitched to the cart. The driver was 
thrown from his seat, unhurt. He 
got up on his feet, wiped the mule 
from his face and said to a much-
shaken comrade who hugged the earth 
nearby, "That's what the d d cuss 
gets for balking!"—Stars and Stripes. 

Ostrich Meat Like Chicken. 
"Ponltrymen" near Yuma, Ariz., whs 

have been engaged In raising ostriches 
for their plumage, have found a new 
o s e for the birds whose feathers have 
vanished, never to return. E. D. Hen-
derson, an ostrich-raiser of the Bard 
section, fecently killed one of the 
birds, and prepared Its meat for the 
table. The experiment, he declared, 
proved a success, the meat tasting 
much like chicks*. «r tnrkey, although 

When everyone else was thinking of 
party frocks and Indulging in gay, 
new clothes.for holiday celebrations, 
little missy had also to be considered. 
She is always among those present 
In happy family gatherings and other 
Christmas-time festivities, besides hav
ing a few affairs of this character of 
her own to attend to during the Christ
mas vacation. No one gets more un
alloyed joy out of pretty finery than 
the small girl, while her youthful 
brother finds being dressed up some-
Sing of a bore. 

Among other familiar and beloved 
materials that go to make party 
frocks for little missy, white and 
cream-colored net came In for much 
attention when new things were turned 
out Just before the holidays. They were 
worn usually over white slips, but not 
altogether. Very light pink, pale 
maize, light green and blue 'made a 
lovely variety in color, and these tones 
were shown along with deeper ones. 
In fine organdie, la georgette crepe 

and in silks. All. of these serve for 
the slips to beworn under net frocks, 
with crepe-de-chine a favorite. 

The little frock pictured Is of white 
net over a white slip. It is scalloped 
about the bottom and edged with a 
frill of net. Its bodice is mostly a 
wide girdle of net, also finished with 
a frill, and having a square neck. Set 
in the frills on the skirt and In sev
eral places on the bodice are clusters 
of tiny chiffon roses in light colors. 
These little blossoms have made a 
place for themselves and are estab
lished among us to stay. They may 
be bought ready made, either of crepe, 
georgette, chiffon or narrow ribbons, 
and are sold, set on narrow silk tape, 
by the ytrd. Three or more colors are 
used for forming the little clusters that 
are used on frocks, negligees, lingerie, 
caps and many accessories of dress. 

BLEACHED OATS 
ABE POOR SEED 

Sulphur Process Brightens 
Grains, but ft Reduces Ger-

. minating Qualities. 

PAY ATTENTION TO QUAUTY 
v 

INCREASING DEMAND-
FOR TIMBER OF ELM 

Same Amount of Time, Labor and 
• Money Required to Sow Field, 

Whether Viability High or Low 
—Buy Under Contract. 

(Prepared by tbe United States Depart
ment of Agriculture.) 

In the purchase and selection of 
oats for seed farmers are warned to 
be careful of grain that has been 
bleached by the sulphur process. This 
process is now used extensively by 
commercial grain dealers to give oats 
of Inferior quality a bright, clean ap
pearance. In experiments conducted 
by the specialists of the United 
States department of agriculture, it 
was found, that in nearly every sam
ple of sulphur bleached oats there 
was a great reduction in the germinat
ing power. The largest reduction was 
in a sample which germinated 97.5 
per, cent before treating and 9.5 per 
cent after treating, or a total reduc
tion in germination of 88 per cent 
caused by sulphuring. 

Too much attention cannot be paid 
to the quality of seed for the same 
amount of time, labor and money is 
required to sow a field of oats, wheth
er the viability of the seed! be high or 
low, and the product will be influ
enced directly by the percentage of 
germination of tbe seed. A casual 
observer is probably more likely to 
be misled as to the true quality of oats 
than of any other grain for seeding 
purposes, because oats that have been 
sulphured present an attractive ap
pearance;'therefore-special cose must 
be taken to ascertain whether this 
appearance Is due to bleaching ay sul
phur or whether it ;s natural: 

Feed Oats Not Good for Seed. 
It is not an uncommon practice 

throughout the smaller oat-growing 
areas for farmers to» use for seed* 
oats that have been purchase* for 
feeding purposes, especially when 
these oats appear to be? of good' qual
ity. Frequently very poor yields are 
obtained from feed oats* because these 
oats may have been sulphur bleaahed. 

Seedmen generally buy their outs* 
under contracts, stipulating that such 
oats shall germinate not less than a 
specific percentage, and- further that 
they shall not be sulphur bleached. 
This provision, of course; safeguards*, 
the farmer M'hen he buys* oats frem a 
seedsman who states that such- oats 
are suitable for seed: However, as 
there Is no general regulation gssrera-
Ing oats handling in intrastate trans
actions which requires that sulphured 
oats are to be labeled, as such, the 
farmer generally is without protec
tion and often sows oats that have 
been sulphured. 

Process of Bleaching. 
Two processes are in use In bleach

ing oats; known as the cold process 
and the warm process, tbe only? dif
ference being that In one case steam 
Is used to moisten the groin and in 
the other cold water Is used. As the 
moistened oats fall from the top of a 
tower they pass through sulphur 
fumes which .come to contact with 
every kernel. After tbe oats have 
passed through the- bleaching tower 
they are usually run in a bin and al
lowed to stand over night when they 
are cooled or dried: as necessity may 
require. 

RAISE MORE HOGS FOR MEAT 

No Farm Is Complete Without Swine 
to Assist In Modern Methods 

of Farming. 

^Prepared by the United States Depart* 
ment of Agriculture) 

Meat for the nation and profits for 
the farmer can be Increased by rais
ing hogs. No farm is complote unless? 
some are kept to aid In the modern 

Total Stand Placed at Approxi
mately 7^2 Billion Feet 

Wood Is Desirable Where Strength, 
Bending Quality and Ability to 

Withstand Shock Are Con
cerned—Takes Good Polish. 

(Prepared by the United StateB Depart* 
ment of Agriculture.) 

Elm timber growing in the farm 
wood lot is a valuable asset. 

The demand for elm is increasing, 
while the supply is rapidly diminish' 
ing. It is estimated that the total 
stand of elm In the United States la 
approximately ,7% billion feet. This 
amount would furnish a supply for 
approximately 80 years at the present 
rate of cutting, as tbe annual output 
of elm lumber is about 24.000,000 
board feet, placing elm twelfth in rank 
among all woods and tenth among 
hardwoods in point of lumber produc
tion. 

Elm wood is desirable where 
strength, bending quality and ability 
to withstand shocks are required. It 
is, in general, heavy, hard and strong. 
The most Important use to which it Is 
put, according to the bulletin, is fa 
the cooperage industry, the amount 
credited to this use being more than 
twice that of the next in importance, 
which is in the manufacture of bas
kets and crates. It is estimated that 
147,000,000 board feet are used annu
ally in making eooperuge stock or bar
rels. 

Elm is used extensively In making 
agricultural implements and vehicles 
also. It is useful in the manufacture 
of wheels and bodies for automobiles, 
and the rapid growth of this industry 
has brought about a considerable in
crease in the demand for elm. Its abil
ity to toke a good polish makes It de
sirable in the manufacture of certain 
pieces of furniture, cabinet work and 
interior trimmings. It Is a fairly dura
ble wood, the average untreated lum
ber in situations exposed to weather 
lasting six to eight years. When prop
erly treated with creosote this period 
may be lengthened to 20 or more years* 

SIRUP WILL REPLACE SUGAR 

Novel Scheme Being Carried Out In 
Nebraska Community—Demand 

Bigger Than Supply. 

(Prepared by tbe United States Depart
ment of Agriculture.) 

A scheme to utilize a part of the 
scrghum crop for making a sugar sub
stitute for human food is being car
ried out in Douglas county, Nebraska. 
In one community, through the efforts 
of the local county agent, six farmers 
co-operated in purchasing a small 

At Work in a Sirup-Making Mill. 

sorghum mill, and seemed .the services 
of an experienced sorghum-sirup mak
er. Although the sirup made at this 
mill la being sold at $125 to Sl.50 a 
gallon, present indications are that 
the demand cannot be met. Five 
•arghum mills are now la operation in 

Sow and Litter of Eleven. 

method of farming. Swine multiply 
more rapidly than other farm animals 
and make greater gains per hundred 
pounds of concentrated feed con
sumed. 

As a consumer of by-products the 
hog has no rival. 

Hogs might be kept profitably upon 
a number of farms where they are not 
found today. As a general proposi
tion, it is safer for the average farm
er to handle a small number of hogs 
in connection with his other farm busi
ness. 

As much feed as possible for hogs) 
should he raised on the farm; no more 
feed than is absolutely necessary] 
should be purchased. * 

Hogs weighing from 200 to 300 
pounds are in greatest demand on the 
market, and usually the greatest prof
it is obtained from selling hogs at 
these weights. The price realized de
pends upon the kind of carcass the 
hog will yield. 

RUSSIAN THISTLE OF VALUE 

Once Considered Noxious Weed—Now 
Used for Wintering Stock in 

New Mexico. 

(Prepared by the United States Depart
ment of Agriculture.) 

The Russian thistle, considered one 
of the most noxious weeds in New 
Mexico, Is now declared by many 
stockmen in that section to be of value 
as a stock feed. Some farmers i« 
Santa Fe county already have put up 
large stacks of from five to fifty tone 
to be used for wintering stock this sea
son. Its value as a feed was discov
ered daring the last two years of 
drought when It was the only thing] 
which stood between the live stock of 
the region and starvation. The coun
ty agricultural agent of Santa Fe 
county is urging the building of sllen 
to be filled with Russian thistle* 
which, it la also reported, 
lent silage. 


