
> • • • ' 

• 

A 

X: 

Justice and Fair Dealing for 
every Indian who desires to 
become a good Citizen. THE TOMAHAWK. 

O F F I C I A L O R G A N O F T H E M I N N E S O T A C H I P P E W A S , 
Truth before F^vor." 

Published in behalf of, and 
to secure the welfare of the 
Indians of the United States. 

Vol. XVI. White Earth, Becker County, Minnesota, Thursday, February 13, 1919. Mo. 43. 

THE TOMAHAWK. 
Official Organ of the Minnesota 

Chippewas. 

GUS H. BEAUUEU, Founder. 

Edited by. THE TOMAHAWK PUB. CO, 

Whi te Ear th Agency! Minnesota. 

Entered at the Postofflce at White 

Earth, Minn., as mail matter ot the 

second class. 

SUBSCRIPTION: $1.50 PER TEAR IN ADVANCE 

ROLL of HONOR. || 

6,000 SIX THOUSAND 6,000 
Native Americans', Indians if you 
please, in the Military Service of 
the United States, and this does 
not include a large number in the 
Navyfc August 1st, 1918. 

CHIPPEWA LEGISLATION 
PENDING BEFORE 

CONGRESS. 
WHAT THE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 

OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL WILL ASK. 

The members of the Legislative 
Committee, General Council, Min
nesota Chippewas, who are now at 
Washington in the interests of the 
Chippewas of Minnesota, namely; 
B.. L. Fairbanks, John W . Carl, 
John Arten, Edward Rogers and 
Paul H. Beau lieu, have drafted 
certain amendments which they 
will ask Congress to incorporate in. 
the Ihdian Appropriation Bill, this 
year. 

One of the amendments relates 
to the construction of homes for 
those members of the tribe whose 
homes were burned down and des
troyed during the recent big fire 
in the vicinity of Cloquet. It has 
been learned that a number of 
Chippewa Indians who reside in 
that territory have suffered great 
losses, nearly every family lost 

- their home arfd farming imple
ments, and have asked that the 
committee take steps to secure an 
appropriation from the tribal fund 
to assist them in building up their 
property aud homes. After look
ing into the situation of those 
people the committee hns decided 
to ask for such an appropriation 
and they feel that in asking for 
this appropriation out of the • trust 
funds for the benefit of a few 
families, all of whom are member? 
of the tribe, the are acting strictly 
within the letter as well as the 
spirit of the proviso to section 7 
of the act of January 14. 1889, 
which authorizes the use of a part 
of said fund to meet unforseen 
contingencies or misfortune that 
might befall any of the Chippewa 

i people. The recent tire was cer
tainly such a contingency, and the 
Executive Committee of the Gen
eral Council, by proper resolution 
has directed that such an appro
priation should be made. 

The second amendment directs 

that the Secretary of the Interior 

shall proceed immediately tq make 

allotments to all Chippewa Indians 

of Minnesota entitled to allotments 

of land under the provisions of the 

act of January 14, 1889, and to 

dis-pose of, as expeditiously as 

possible, all remaining land, tim

ber and other property. 
The third amendment directs 

that the Secretary of the Interior 
be authorized and directed to pay 
to each and every member of the 
Chippewa tribe of Indians of Min
nesota entitled to receive the same 
the sum of $300.00 out of the 
principal fund standing to the 
credit of said tribe m .the Treasury 
of the United States, Thac such 
payment shall be made direct to 
all adult Indians who have received 
patents in fee to their allotments 
and to all other Indians who are 
competent to receive the same; 
that the shares of ilie minors aud 
other incompetents shall be paid 
to their legally appointed guard 
ians, and where no such guardian 
has been or is appointed the Sec 
retary may, in his discretion, pay 
the same to the parent or next of 
kin upon being satisfied that the 
money will be properly expended 
for the benefit of each minor or 
incompetent or to use the same 
for the benefit of such incompe
tent. 

The Indian Appropriation Bill, 
approved May 25, 1918, coutained 
a provision whereby the Secretary 
of the Interior was given author
ity to segregate the common funds 
of any Indian tribe which may be 
susciptible of segregation and held 
in trust by the United States, and 
if the Secretary deemed it advis
able thut each share of such fund 
should be paid to the members of 
tribes whose fund was susceptible 
of segregation. This provision 
contained a proviso, which re
quired that before auy segregation 
could take place, the rolls of the 
tribe must first be closed. It will 
therefore be seen that this provis
ion in last year's appropriation 
bill could, not apply to the Chip
pewa Indians of Minnesota. It 
would not only be contrary to the 
treaty of 1889, but would require 
the immediate closing of the rolls, 
thus disfranchising all children 
who might be boro in the tribe 
before the fund was paid, and also 
disfranchise all other Indians from 
obtaining their pro rata share of 
tribal funds which may hereafter 
accrue, such as claims the Indians 
have against the government, 
which conservatively estimated 
now amount to nearly $20,000,000. 
Thus the legislative committee 
have found it necessary to ask for 
the above amendment in order that 
the Chippewa Indians may obtain 
a payment from the trust funds 
without in any manner prejudicing 
their right to future parlicipation-
in funds that may accrue from any 
source. 

Another Leak. 
/ Attorney Webster Bal linger, 
who has been retained by authority 
of the Chippewa General Council 
to assist the Chippewas in securing 
their rights^mder existing treaties 
and laws, and who has rendered 
valuable service to the Legislative 
Committee of the General Council 
for several years past has written 
the following communication to 
the Assistant Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, which is self-ex
planatory, and as follows: 

Law Office of 
Webster Ballinger. 

Washington, D. C , 
Feb. 4, 1919. 

Hon. E B. Merritt, 
j Assistant Commissioner, 

Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
Washington, D. C. 

! My dear Mr. Merritt: 
I have your letter of the 3rd 

instant relative to the inquiry of 
Mrs. Agnes Palmer, of Nett Lak£, 

I note your state-

full-
per-
with 

Minnesota, 
ment, 

"If Mrs. Palmer i s , a 
blood Indian she would be 
mitted to conduct a store 
out giving bond and securing 
a license from this Office; other
wise, however, she must furnish 
a bond and secure a license." 

I do not understand this ruling. 
Where the Department derives 
such authority from is a mystery 
to me. By the first section of the 
act of January 14, 1889 (25 Stat., 
642), the Commissioners were di
rected to negotiate with the mem
bers of all the different bands 
composing the Chippewa Indians 
in Minnesota for a complete relin
quishment and cession of all their 
rights, title and interest in and to 
every reservation in Minnesota, 
excepting the White Earth and 
Red Lake Reservations, and to all 
and so mueh of those two reserva
tions as were not necessary to 
make and fill the allotments pro
vided for by the act. * The Nett 
Lake Indians ceded to the United 
States all of their reservation. 
Section 3 of the act of January 14, 
1889, supra permitted those In
dians who so desired to take their 
allotments on tnji ceded land, and 
a number of them did so. All of 
their reservation, however, was 
ceded to the United States to be 
sold aud disposed of as the act 
provjded, and as it was assented 
to by the Indians. Notwithstand
ing this positive provision of law, 
I observe from page 169 of the 
House Hearings that thirty years 
after the cessions were complete 
the Department is still 
ing a reservation containing 62,513 
acres, for which there is no vest-
age of authority. I likewise ob
serve from the same document 
that similar reservations, varying 
in amount are being mnintained at 
Fond du Lac, Grand Portage, and 
Leech Lake, and that at the latter 
point there are embraced within 
the reservation 106,047 -acres. 

These reservations are not only 

being maintained without authority 

of law, but there is being main

tained on each of them agencies 

for which there is no authority of 

law. These agencies, thus illegal

ly maintained have been for thirty 

years supported out of the funds 

of the Indians. Thus the use of 

the funds have been for an abso

lutely illegal purpose. 

On top of this comes the an

nouncement contained in your 

communication just received that 

an Indian woman cannot open a 

store on ceded land without first 

obtaining a permit therefor. It 

there is any authority vested in 

the Department to issue permits 

to use ceded lands, I will very 

greatly appreciate it if you will 

cite me to that authority. 

You will p'ardon me, I feel sure, 

for writing you thus frankly witp 

reference to what I conceived to 

be the. law and what I conceived to 

be the illegal practice of the In

dian Bureau for thirty years 

which has cost the Chippewa In

dians millions of dollars. If there 

is any authority of law, or claimed 

authority of law, for the main

tenance of these reservations and 

agencies, I ask you to furnish me 

with proper citation. 

Awaiting your reply, I remain, 

Very truly yours, 

WEBSTER BALLINGER, 

Down at the bottom of the 
actual bondage in which the In 
dians of Minnesota are held, there 
is jui>t one cause. This is that 
hundreds of jobs are furnished 
broken down political hacks and 
ot jer incompetents at the expense 
of these Indians. 

The Indian Bureau is one of the 
largest in the government. It has 
an enormous fund which belongs 
to the various tribes. It furnishes 
jobs to thousands of those who are 
always locking for government 
employment because it is ea«y. 

As a man once said of his job: 
"the salary is not much, but the 
perquisites are elegant " The 
perquisites are about what those 
who have the chance to make them 
cho6.se to make them. They all 
come from the Indians, Iwho must 
buy at certain places and take sup
plies without the right of choice 
6r price. 

In this state alone, with its 12,-
000 Indians, $160,000 is asked to 
pay the cost of administering their 
affairs. They are capable of man
aging their, own affairs and have 
many of their own people able and 
honest to Jadvise and lead them. 
Certainly they are as capable as 
many of our alien population. 

This $160,000 also is only what 
they have to pay out of their ac
cumulated fund. The "perquisites" 
are extra. When the timber from 

maintain-|rtheir lands is cut, they may find 
as ID the past, whole train loads 
slipping past unmarked. They 
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may find charges for goods they 
never got. What redress have 
t-hey? 

The Indians know all this. They 
have, watched the process for 50 
years and more. What hope is 
thereof such methods civilizing 
them? Is this the sort of civiliza
tion they should be taught? What 
kind of loyalty does it breed, and 
what grade of citizenship does it 
promote 1 

Minnesota should do one of two 
things: It should go to Washing
ton and demand either a total re
versal of this Indian system of 
robery, or demat.d that the I n 
dians, at least of this state, be 
released from it and given the 
right of "self-determination."— 
Duluth News Tribune. 

From all indications it would 
seem that at last Minnesota was 
united on the question of the dis
position of Minnesota Chippewa 
Indian matters. The Minnesota 
delegation seem determined that 
there will not be any more appro
priation taken from the Chippewa 
tribal funds for the maintenance 
of Minnesota Indian agencies; and 
the Minnesota State Senate has 
already passed, by unanimous vote, 
resolutions that strongly supports 
the above contention. It is high 
time that a stop should be pilt to 
"this Indian system of robbery" 
and which has within the past 
twenty-four years depleted the 
Chippewa heritage of some $6,-
000,000 and with nothing tangible 
in evidence for this profligate 
expenditure of the fund* of the 
nation's wards. Most of this 
money has been employed in pay
ing fat salaries to "political hacks 

and incompetent political para-
bites." 

Another good sign favorable to 
the Chippewa Indian cause is the 
fact that many of the newspapers, 
the big press, is manifesting a 
most liberal interest in behalf of 
the "under dog." Big men'too, 
in the business aqd professional 
world are coming forward and 
protesting against the further en
croachment tm the red citizen's 
rights and privileges and against 
the addition of further shameful 
disgrace to mar a great republic's 
record in its shameful treatment of 
its helpless wards by the foul 
practice and deceptive contempt
ible prevaricating policy.of the 
Indian Bureau. 
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On to Him. 

"I can't live properly on $75 n week," 
coinplnined the young man. "Yes, you 
can," sold his guardian. "The real 
trouble is you want to live Improp
erly." 

Favors Absolute Abstention. 
A recent report of British f experts 

favors absolute abstention from 
strong drink, but supports the use of 
light wines and liquors. 

/ • • 
Safety First In Canoes. 

Rule 4tl44—When It is necessary 
for two persons to change seats In a 
canoe, run the canoe to the bank and 
let one of the occupants step out on 
dry land.—Rochester Herald. 

Spuraeon's Philosophy. 
To get, we must give; to accumu

late, wo must scatter; to make our
selves hnppy, we must make others 
happy.—C. H. Spurgeon. 

Advertise in 'The 

it brings results. 

Tomahawk-

A When you want 
f| the best 

In Groceries, Dry Goods, Winter 
Clothing, footwear, etc., call on 
us. 
We're right here every day in the year (except Sunday) to supply you 

with any and everything you may need in 

THE BEST AND PUREST GROCERIES IN THE MARKET. 

• 

The B. L. Fairbanks 
Company, 

White Earth, ilinnesota. 
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