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Spoliation of Chippewa 
Estate by the Indian 

Bureau. 

The Facts are Brought to Light by the Legislative 
Committee of the General Council in a Com

plete Statement to the Committees of 
Gongress. 

It Shows that the Agreement Made by the Chippewa Indians 
With the United States in 1889 has been Treated by 

the Indian Bureau as "SCRAP OF PAPER." 

Iudian Bureau is Endeavoring to Desiroy TheGeneral Council. 
» Destroying It, Its Misdeeds Will Remain Concealed. 

By 

Special to THB TOMAHAWK. 

(Continued from last issue ) 
The agreement of 1889 provided 

that the cost of administration 
tlierennder, namely; the cost of 
surveys, sale of timber, removal 
of Indians, etc., should be paid 
out of the funds received from the 
sale of the property. In 1890, there 
being no funds on hand with which 
to commence operations, Congress 
commenced making appropriations 
to defray the expenses, making 
them reimbursable. The Indian 
Office, secretly and in violation of 
law commenced usi.ig the funds 
appropriated to defray theexpens 
es of administration under the 
agreement of 1889, for general i 
agency purposes. This was not 
known until 1911, and - when dis
covered the Iudian Bureau changed 
the form or the item iu the appro 
priation bill of that year which has 
since been followed, with the idea 
of validating their previous illegal 
acts and obtaining some semblance 
of authority for the expenditure 
Thus for 30 .\ears the trust funds 
of the Chippewa Indians his been 
illegally encroached upon and over 
six mi'lion dollars expended. In 
1889 there were two agencies be 
ing maintained among the Chip
pewas :»t an annual expense of 
about $25,000 per annum. The 
maintenance of agencies has been 
in pursuance of a governmental 
policy adopted for its own protec
tion and forced upon the Iudians. 
The agencies, this money is being 
used to maintain, were established 
and are being miintained in pur
suance of that policy. The Chip
pewa* Indians have never given 
their assent to the use of a dollar 
of their funds in the maintenance 
of that governmental policy. On 
the other hand the United States 
expressly agreed by the agreement 
of 1889 that their funds should be 
disposed of for certain specific 
purposes, and no authority is con 
tained therein for their use in de 
fraying the expenses of govern
mental agencies maintained in pnr 
suance of the governmental policy 
If such had been the intention of 
the United States suitable provis-1 t i o n h a v e h e e n 
ion therefor would have been made*) 
in the agreement of 1889. At that 
time agencies existed and yet for 

shows that the only item for school 
purposes paid out.of the appro
priation last yrar was "care and 
maintenance of the pupils in mis 
sion schools, $6,187.53." While 
the record conclusively shows that 
only $6,187 53 of the appropriation 
of $175,000 made last year was 
used in connection with the schools, 
Mr Meritt told the Senate Com 
mittee when Senator Nelson -was 
before it, that $60,000 of the ap 
pronriation this .year would be 
necessary in connection with the 
maintenance of the schools. T"hc 
statement of Mr. Meritt is absolu 
tely at variance with the record 
facts. The Department has an 
abundant school fund, arising from 
one-fourth of the interest annually 
accruing on the principal fund, 
which dues not have to be appro . . T ,. A 

priatedby Congress to meet all negotiations with Indian*viz:.An 
necessary expenses in connection 
with the schools. 

By reference to page 140 of the 
Hou.se Hearings it will,be observed 
that there was exoended last year 
from the trust funds $503,392.94. 
On p. 418 it is shown that there 
was expended from public and 
other funds $275,426.47, or a total 
expenditure last year of over 
$776,000. By reference to p 169 
(House Hearings) it will be ob 
served that the tot il enrolled me,m 
bership of the Chippewa Tribe of 
Minnesota is 11,839. That does not 
represent Indians living on their 
allotments or reservations, but 
represents all persons having any 
interest in the tribal property. At 
least one-third of the 11,839 thus 
enrolled reside away from the 
Chippewa country. At least 90 per 
cent of those residing in the Indian 
country are competent Indians or 
are the children of competent In 
dians, the great majority of whom 
have received patents in fee to 
their lands. Without this appro
priation there will be available to 
the Department over $175,000' for 
general agency purposes, a suffici 
ent amount to care for the less than 
1500 Indians who need any super 
vision or protection. 

The enormous sums heretofore 
expended for support and civiliza 

wasted and have 
resulted in the maintenance of a 
hord of useless employees of no 

. benefit to the Indians. This has 
20 years thereafter Congress made i c o n t i n u e C i for v e a r s and those em 
specific appropriations out of the p i o y e e 3 have become so obnoxious 
public funds for their maintenance, j l h a ' t t D e Chippewa people are un-
The Chippewa Indian?, ihrough i w j | | i n g l o n g e r to submit to it. 
their general council, insist tnat T h e g e r i c r a i C o u n c i | w a n t s every 
the trust funds cannot be lawfully ,riCOn,p(, tent Indian protected, but 
touched to pay the expenses of the i n s i g . a t 0 H t t n e competeut Indian 
enforcement of the governmental s ! i a i | o e liberated, and that it is a 
policy; that every dollar thus far 
expended in the enforcement of 
that policy should be repaid and 
they will continue to so insist until 
the matter is referred to a court 
and a legal adjudication had. They, 
therefore, pro est aga;nts the use, 
of a dollar of tl.eir finds to defray 
the administrative expenses of the 
Indian Bureau during the next; 
fiscal year. 

There is no necessity for the ap-1 
propriatun. You are told in the| 
justification submitted by the De j 
l>artn.Tent for the appropriation 
(House Hearings, p 170) that-this, 
appropriation is asked "for gener 
al agency use and distinct from 
school purposes." That statement 
is borne out by the statement ap- j 
pairing on p 169 showing the ex | 
penditure »«f the $175,000 last year 
An examination of that statement tions. (id). 

useless waste of money to supervise 
competent people which the Indian 
Bureau is doing witti these appro 
priations. 

•The general council has, by 
proper resolution, protested against 
the appropriation being made. 

The Minnesota Delegation in the 
House, irrespective of party, is 
unanimous in their opposition to 
the appropriation. (See Cong. Rec. 
Jan. 21, 1919). 

The county officials of every 
county in the Sa te of Minnesota 
in which the Chippewas live have 
petitioned Congr ss to stop the 
appropriations (See Cong. Kec. 
Jan. 24,-1919, p. 2087-8). 
The Bus of the counties in which 

the C^ppewas live have petitioned 
Congress to stop the appropria

t e Chippewa boys, 72 of whom 
fought at Chateau Thierry, the 
Argonne Forest and Sedan, have 
petitioned Congress to stop the 
appropriations. (See Cang. Rec. 
Jan. 24, 1919, p 2088). 

The Senate of the Minnesota 
Legislature has adopted a resolu
tion calling upon the Minnesota 
Delegation to oppose the appro 
priation. (See Cong. Rec. Feb. 5, 
1919.) 

The press of our State is a unit 
in its denunciation of the depart
mental machine among our people 
in Minnesota. The Dulutu News 
Tribune of January 22, 1919, con
tains an editorial which is a nam pie 
of the editorials appearing in the 
press of our State, in denunciation 
of the administration maintained 
by the Indian Bureau among the 
Chippewa Indians, and which con
cludes in these words: 

"Minnesota should do one of two 
things. It should go to'Washing and 
demand either a total reversal of this 
Indian system of robbery, or demand 
that the' Indians, at least of this 
State, be released from it and given 
the right of self-determination. 

(r) Claims which the Govern
ment agreed to pay in 1889 remain 
unpaid. 

In 1889 when the Commissioners 
representing the United States 
sought the ratification by the Chip
pewa Indians of Minnesota of the 
act of January 14, 1889, the In 
dians refused to consider the mat 
ter, stating as their reason that the 
United States had violated every 
previous agreement it had entered 
into with them and had refused to 
pay the Indians their just claims 
resulting therefrom. This appears 
in the message of President H a r -
rison (H. Ex. Doc, 247, 51 Cong., 
1st Ses., pp. 1 & 2), wherein Pres 
ident Harrison diplomtically al
ludes to it in these words: 

,kThe commissioners did not es 
cape the embarrassment which un
fortunately too often attends our 

indisposition to treat with the 
Government for further conces
sions while its obligations incurred 
under former agreements are un 
kept. I am sure it will be the dis 
position of Congress to consider 
promptly and in a just and friend
ly spirit, the claims presented by 
thrse Indians through our com
missioners, which have been for
mulated in the draught of a bill 
prepared by the Secretary of the 
Interior and submitted herewith." 

After the act of January 14, 
1889, had been explained to the 
Indians and before they would as 
sent to it they insisted upon the 
commissioners representing the 
United States holding up their 
hands and taking an oath that the 
agreement would be lived up to. 
On p. 144 this appears in the rec 
ord of the negotiations: 

"No din quah urn. I insist upon 
the raising of hands as to what I 
told the bishop. (The three com 
missioners then rose and raised 
their hands in affirmation of the 
promises made, the chairman say 
ing: 'We prom he to do all in our 
power to carry out the understand 
ing.)'" 

On pp. 12 and 13 of the same 
document appears the draft of a 
bill providing for the payment of 
numerous claims, the amounts hav
ing been ascert lined and agreed on 
by the government officers. Thirty 
years have passed and these claims 
remain unpaid today. The genera! 
council is insisting upon the pay
ment of these liquidated claims. 
The Indian Office has done nothing 
to secure the payment of these 
claims for the Chippewas, and un 
less the act for themselves through 
their general council they will re
ceive nothing at the hands of the 
Government. 

(«) Instances without number of 
violations of the agreement of 1889 
by the Indian Bureau in its admin
istration of that agreement can be 
cited. 

Instances without number can be 
cited of the utter disregard by the 
Indian Bureau of the provisions of 
the agreement of 1889 in the ad 
ministration of the estate of the 
Chippewa Indians in Minnesota 
which it was authorize! to admin
ister by the act of January 14, 
1889, as that act was agreed to by 
the Chippewa Indians. Through 
their general council the Chippewa 
Indians have been able to correct 
some of these abuses, to secure a 
partial enforcement of the rights 
of the Indims, tribal and individ-1 
ual, and to prevent acts on the 

part of the Department in the ad 
ministration of the estate that 
would create claims against the 
United States aggregating millions 
of dollars. 

(t) It is for the purpose of cov 
ering up this situation that the In
dian Bureau is endeavoring to des
troy, the Genera! Council. 

By letters dated Jau. 2, Feb. 18. 
Mar. 18, 1918, particularly, and 
many other subsequent communi
cations the legislative committee 
of the Chippewa General Council 
brought the matters hereinbefore 
set out to the attention of the Sec 
retary of the Interior, and partial 
larly directed the Secretary's at
tention to the bad condition exist
ing iu the schools maintained by 
the Indian Bureau among the Chip
pewas, the manner in which the 
money was being squandered by 
the Indian Bureau, etc. These let
ters of the legislative committee 
were referred to the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs. No action being 
taken they were then brought to 
the attention of members of the 
Minnesota Delegation in Congress. 
In March, 1918, certain members 
of the Minnesota Delegation con
sented to an appropriation of 
$175,000 out of the trust funds of 
the Chippewas with the distinct 
understanding that a full, fair and 
complete investigation would be 
made of Chippewa matters before 
any further appropriation was au 
tborized. Wheu the appropriation 
became a law a resolution was in 
trotluced in the House of Repre 
sontatives providing for such an 
investigation by a sub-committee 
of khe House Committee on In
dian Affairs. The resolution was 
referred to the committee on rules 
of the House and Commissioner 
Sells went in person before that 
committee and pleaded with th<>m 
to reject the resolution, stating 
that it would be a reflection upon 

administration of the Indian 

read. He was sufficiently inllu 
eutial to block favorable action at 

(Condoned on 8th page.) 

P S L A T I V E COMMIT
TEE IS VICTORIOUS. 
The legislative committee of the 

Chippewa General Council left 
Washington, D. C , for home the 
latter part of la*t week having re
ceived the congratulations of prac
tically every Indian in Washing 
ton. Thej7 had accomplished what 
appeared thirty days ago to be the 
impossible. They left Washing
ton triumphant, proud of their 
achievements, and well they had a 
right to be proud. 

The Indian Bureau and its satel
lites and hangers-on,—the Indian 
Rights Association, The Board of 
Indian Commissioners, and the 
James I Coffey gang,—had made 
a determined effort to destroy the 
General Council of the Chippewas 
and to continue the annual raid of 
$160,000 oh the trust fund to be 
u^ed in paying the salaries of gov
ernment employers among the 
Chippewas. The Iudian Bureau, 
aud its satellites, for that is all the 
Indian Rights Association and the 
Board of Indian Commissioners 
are, realized that unless the Gen. 
eral Council was destroyed or 
made an adjunct of the Indian 
Bureau, the Indian Bureau would 
ultimately be destroyed. The In
dians from every state ia the 
Union are watching with the keen
est interest the light being made 
by the General Council. If the 
Chippewa Indians succeed, through 
the medium of their General Coun 
cil, in compelling the Indian Bu
reau to administer the Chippewa 
trust estate in accordance with the 

law and secure the emancipation 
of the competent Chippewa peo
ple, general councils will spring 
upon every reservation in this 
country, and through the instru
mentality of these general councils 
will come the end of the looting of 
Indian estates by the Indian Bu
reau, the emancipation of the In
dians and the true solution of the 
Indian problem. The Indian Bu
reau knows it. Is there any won
der that Cato Selis and E. B. 
Meritt, the heads of that institu
tion focus all their personal and 
political efforts and the efforts of 
all their satellite orgatiizations on 
the Chippewa General Council 
with the grim determination of 
Strang lei ng it to death. 

The Iudian Bureau hates the 
truth. It lives and thrives on 
hyprocricy and deception. As 
long as Congress can bo kept in 
ignorance of real conditions so long 
will the Indian Oilice thrive. The 
General Council of th«i Chippewas 
asks only that the truth be known. 
When that is known there is no 
doubt about what Congress will 
do. For years the Indian Bureau 
has been holding out to Congress 
as a fact that it had under its con
trol and supervision about 12 000 
members of the Chippewas of 
Minnesota, the majority of whom 
were poor, ignorant, helpless full 
blood*; that the white wolves in 
Minnesota were lingering around 
their doors waiting only for the 
opportunity to rob them of every 
penny they had or might receive, 
and that it was only through the 
aid and instrumentality of the In
dian Bureau that these people ob
tained any kind of protection. 

(Continued on 8th page.) 
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When you want 
the best 

In Groceries, Dry Goods, Winter 
Clothing, Footwear, etc., call oo 

- us. 
We're right here every d»y in the year (excopt Sunday) to supply you 
with any and everything you may need in 

THE BEST AND PUREST GROGERIES IN THE MARKET. 

The B. L. Fairbanks 
Company, 

White Earth, - - Hinnesota. 
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