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Spoliation of Chippewa 
Estate by the Indian 

Bureau. 

The Facts are Brought to Light by the Legislative 
Committee ot the General Council in a Com

plete Statement to the Committees ot 
Congress. 

• 
It Shows that ths Agreement Mads by the Chippewa Indians 

With the United States in 1889 has been Treated by 
the Indiau Bureau as "SCRAP OF PAPER." 

Iudian Bureau is Endeavoring to Destroy The General Council. 
Destroying It, Its Misdeeds Will Remain Concealed. 

By 

Special to THE TOMAHAWK. 
(Concluded from last issue.) 

Congress at the last session ap
propriated $10,000 to defray the 
expenses of the General Council 
and provided that the amounts 

"approved by the president and 
secretary of the general council 
and certified to the Secretary of 
the Interior should be paid." 

Accounts were submitted to the 
Indian Bureau duly approved by 
John G. Morriou, Jr. , President, 
and Paul H. Beaulieu, Secretary, 
of the General Council. In order 
to prevent the Geueral Council 
from using any -portion of the 
money Congress had appropriated 
for its use HI checking op on the 
departmental investigation the In 
dian Bureau Tofused to transmit 
the accounts on hand for payment 
and pigeon-holed them. It then, 
through James I. Coffey, sought 
to create a division among the In
dians. James 1. Coffey lives in 
the Congressional district of Con 
gressman Milier. Congressman 
Miller appeared before the House 
Committee (House Hearings, p. 
31)2) and made the following state
ment, which every one who kno^s 
Coffey, knows to be true: 

"Now, Mr. Coffey resides in my 
district. I have known him many 
years. One day he is praising 
me and the next day cussing me. 
The man is plainly crazy. Every
body knows that but the Com
missioner of Indian Affairs. 
Everybody knows it. He has 
been the disturbing factor in 
Indian affairs in Minnesota for 
30 years, and I have~in my office 
screeds that that man has writ
ten me calling the Commission* r 
of Indian Affairs and the Indian 
Office everything from traitors 
down to common petty thieves." 
This man Coffey got a few In 

dians together, upon the false as
sumption that the Commissioner 
had removed Morrison as Presi 
dent of the General Council, and 
a bush meeting was held and desig
nated a general council. The 
Commissioner has ever since been 
endeavoring to recognize these 
imposters. At the instance of the 
Indian Bureau James I. Coffey, 
two employees of the Indian Bu
reau in Minnesota, and a former 
boot-legger who in 191G escaptd 
from an officer of the law who had 
placed him under arrc9t for selling 
liquor to the Indians and who has 
been a fugitive ever since until he 
came to Washington pretending to 
represent the Chippewa Indians 
The Indian Office employees in 
Minnesota, as we are advised, 
furnished th?m the r.ames of old 
Indians who had funds to their 
cr dit. They obtained checks frcm 

in the list of indigents, (House 
Hearing*, pp. 514-15). That they 
are not the regular delegation, the 
Commissioner well knows. That 
Morrison ia the president of the 
General Council and that the dele
gation appointed by him is the 
regular delegation, the Commis
sioner well knows, for the Auditor 
for the Department and the Cotnp 
troller of the United States have 
both so held. By withholding the 
accounts^ approved by Morrison 
the Commissioner is preventing 
the Auditor and the Comptroller 
from receiving and considering 
them and ordering their payment. 
In this he is depriving the General 
Council of the use of the funds 
and by representing to the Com 
mittee of the Senate that it is im 
possible for him to determine 
which is the regular delegation he 
has prevented the regular dele 
gates from being heard and receiv
ing recognition. In this way the 
facts are being concealed. 

If an investigation is to be pro
ductive of good the General Coun 
cil must be put in a position where 
it can present to the Committee 
the facts. They will not be pre
sented by the Indian Bureau. The 
tight is squarely between the In
dian Bureau and the General 
Council of which John G. Morri
son is president. Coffey and his 
followers are the willing tools of 
the Indian Bureiu, and, therefore, 
that Bureau will represent them. 
The Indian Bureau has ample 
funds with which to present their 
side of the case. The regular 
General Council should be given 
sufficient fUna's to enabe it to pre 
sent such facts as it has. For this 
reason it is imperatively necessary 
that the item in the bill relating to 
the General Council should be re
instated as it passed the House 
and the Senate Amendment should 
be stricken out. 

JOHN W. CARL. 
JOHN ARTEN. 
B. L FAIRBANKS. 
EDWARD L. ROGERS. 
PAUL H. BEAULIEU. 

Legislative Committee of the 
Cniupewa General Council, 

'Minnesota. 

A GOOD SCHOOL 

work 
th >se Indians and the Indian Bu
reau officials approved them for that guarantees satisfactory 
pay me-it The checks were cached or refunds tuition. One mouth's 
at the bank in Ogema, Minnesota, tuition free while you investigate, 
and ih • funds u?ed by Coffey and ] y^rife for catalog, 
his followers. The names of some ! .____,._ . . , . . . - . - - , . . . . r mm 
of these o i l Indians trill be found! UTEBiTATE BUSIKS C0LLE6F. Fenje, M . 

CHIPPEWA CLAIM TO 
SWAMP LANDS SUS

TAINED. 
Notwithstanding the streneous 

offorts of the Indian Bureau 
coupled with the contemptible 
machination of its servile hench
men, Linncn, II in ton, James I. 
Coffey and others of their ilk, the 
General Council. Minnesota Chip
pewas, with John G. Morrison its 
duly appointed president, still ex
ists and, in a triumphant sense, 
prevails and, in the future as in 
the past will continue to wage a 
righteous war against the wrongs 
and injustice practiced against the 
Minnesota Chippewas and which 

'has tended to deplete their once 
princely heritage to a pattry pit
tance and practically for want of 
efficient and qualified wardenship 
of their tribal affairs. 

A few years ago the State of 
Minnesota instituted proceedings 
to recover the so-called "swamp 
lands" which were within tha 
borders of the several Minnesota 

from the past manifest indifference 
of the Indian bureau concerning 
the contentions of the Chippewas 
;in the matter of the swamp, over
sow and other equally deserving 
claims, especially the "swamp and 
overflow land" claim, the latter 
would have become a total loss to 
the Chippewas. 

The Indian bureau undoubtedly 
realizes that the intripidity of 
action and the honest contentions 
of the members of the Legislative 
Committee likewise the beneficient 
results so far achieved by the 
efforts of said committee not only 
spells defeat for further appro
priations from the Chippew.i tribal 
funds but likewise sounds the 
kneil of doom for its continued 
dominance over the affairs of the 
Minnesota Chippewas generally 
speaking, hence its frantic efforts 
to thwart, defeat and, if possible, 
to destroy the General Council. 
In its sorbid motives to accom
plish this dastardly result the In
dian bureau has not hesitated to 
employ the services of such servile 
henchmen as Linnen, Hinton, 
James I. Coffey and others of their 
ilk who have resorted to th*) 
cowardly and infamous tactics of 
striving to filch the good name and Chippewa Indian reservations and 

6nally succeeded in having £ t t r a v i 8 h " t h e b0~r a n J ^ n h T o d ' o f 
aside, through the Secretary of the 
Interior's office, nearly 1,400,000 
acres of the above class lands, and 
notwithstanding the streneous pro 
tests of the Chippewas to the 
contrary, some 700,000 acres of 
these valuable lands were patented 
to the State of Minnesota. 

The Legislative Committee, Gen
eral Council, Minnesota Chippe
was, have labored ioc 
against' this prodigal and unjust 
disposition of their kindred's herit
age, and with the splendid legal 
services rendered by Webster 
Ballinger, their attorney, finally 
succeeded in having the ruling of 
the Secretary of the Interior in 
the premises reversed, with the 
result that the title to these valu
able lands will again be vested in 
the rights of the Minnesota Chip
pewa Iudians. 

About 700,000 acres of these 
lands have already been patented 
by the Government to the State of 
Minnesota and, presumably, the 
appraised value thereof will be 
remitted in cash and placed to the 
credit of the Chippewas. About 
700,000 acres or more of these 
lands remain undisposed of and 
will probably be turned over as 
tribal property to the credit of the 
Chippewa Indians. At the present 
time it is difficult to properly ap
proximate the value of the land 
included and classed as "swamp 
and overflow lands", as much of 
these lands, it has been ascertained, 
are covered with a splendid growth 
of piue, hard-wood and other val 
uable timber and'the larger portion 
comprise very desirable agricul
tural lands. Basing an estimate 
on the prevailing price of lands 
adjoining the so-called "swamp 
and overflow lands" it is safe to 
assume that the greater portion of 
the lands recovered will command 
a market price ranging from $10 
to $25 per acre. Hence it will be 
seen that the actual cash value of 
the lands so recovered will, ap
proximately, amount to $20,000,000 
or $25,000,000 and which will be 
added to the credit of the Minne 
sota Chippewa Indians and would 
result in a possible per capita ap 
portionment amounting to about 
$1,600 for each member thereof. 
This is a most auspicious achieve
ment for the Cnippcwas and is 
deserving of great credit for the 
members of the Legislative Com
mittee, General Council, Minneso
ta Chippewas and the qualified 
legal efficiency of their attorney, 
Mr. Webster Ballinger. Judging 

tttST£ffif{ 
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the members of the Legislative 
Committee of the General Council 
and other intelligent and respected 
members of the reservation. 
Magna est Veritas, et prevalent. 
Yes, and truth will prevail not
withstanding the fact that it ap
plies to conditions on an Indian 

^reservation and all hades cannot 
prevail against it. 

Is Proud he Is a Marine. 
Charles J. Bellecourt, son of Mrs. Isabell 

Bellecourt of This Village, Praises his 
Organization and the Record They 

Made. 

In a letter to THE TOMAHAWK 

Charles J . Bellecourt of this vil
lage, who has been in Franco for 
the past two years as a member of 
the United States Marines, gives 
the names of the engagements in 
which, as a member of the marines, 
he took part. 

The letter follows: 
I am proud to state that I 

am in the best military organiza
tion on the face of the earth—and 
that's the United States Marine 
corps. If any of the boys around 
home wants to become a man join 
this outfit. 

Here is some of the battles I 
fought in, and every marine that 
fell in these drives fell facing the 
Germans. Here is our Divisional 
record—Divisional Headquarters 
established in France October 2*5, 
1917. Activities—Verdun and 
'foul Troyon sectors, March 15 to 
May 14, 1918; sector northwest of 
Chateau Thierry (almost continu
ous fighting) May 13 to July 9; 
Soissons sector Marne counter 
offensive Ju>y 18 to 20; Marbachc 
sector August 9 to 24; St. Mihiel 
sector and operation, September 9 
to 16; Blanc Mont sector and ad
vance in Champagne, September 3 
to October 9; Argonne Mouse 
offensive, October 30 to November 
11, 1918. Also three attacks in 
Belleau Woods. Prisoners cap-

No. 48. 

tured, 228 officers and 11,738 men; 
guns eaptured, 343 pieces of artil
lery, 1,350 machine, guns. Total 
advance on front line 60 kilomet
ers. This is the best Divisional 
record in the American forces. 

C. J . BELLECOURT. 

T H I N K IN INTEREST SAVE 

—« m 

David Peake in Indian 
Hospital Service. : 

Fort Thompson, S D.—David 
Peake, a Chippewa Indian gradu
ate nurse, who has been stationed 
at the Crow Creek hospital for 
three months by the public health 
service to assist in the control of 
the influenza epidemic, has com
pleted his work, and will leave for 
northern California, where he will 
be assigned to health work among 
isolated bands of Klamath Indians. 
In the absence of a regularly ap
pointed agency physician and 
nurse at the Crow Creek agency 
since September last, Mr. Peake, 
assisted by Mrs. Marble, wife of 
the superintendent, has been in 
charge of the local,hospital, and 
have been able to keep tho death 
rate very low. No pupils died at 
tho boarding school, only two at 
the mission school 13 miles distant, 
and a total of only about twenty 
deaths on the reservation out of 
many hundred cases.—Ex. 

— — T H I N K IN INTEREST SAVE • 
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Subscribe for TUB TOMAHAWK 
and get all tho reservation news 
$1.50 per year in advance. 

When you want 
the best 

In Groceries, Dry Goods, Winter 
Clothing, Footwear, etc., call on 
us. 
We're right here every day in the year (except Sunday) to supply you 
with any and everything you may need in 

THE BEST AND PDREST GROCERIES IN THE MARKET. 

fee 

TheB.L. Fairbanks 
Company, 

White Earth, flinnesota. 
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