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How Do You Like It? 
In a little booklet compiled a 

few years ago by two Indian ladies 
of Oklahoma, appeared an article 
by O. H. Lipps entitled, ' T h e In
dian Soliloquy," and which is a 
very clever imitation of Shaks-
speare's Hamlet Soliloquy. 

The skit was inspired by an 
order which was issued by the In
dian Office demanding that all 
long-haired male Indians immedi
ately cut off their hair on pain of 
having their rations and annuities 
witheld if they negSected or re
fused to ooey the order. The skit 
is humorous in its thought, and the 
author certainly was inspired both 
by the god Mom us and that Olym
pian diety who presides over the 
realm of philosophy. 

We are not concerned here with 
the task of searching literary cri
ticism, having already paid tUe-
•uthor the passing compliment of 

i possessing wit and philoaphy to 
an appreciable degree,, and will 
pass on to a brief examination of 
the order which inspired his pen. 

Sumptuary laws are plainly un
constitutional, and Cooley in his 
"Principles of Constitutional Law" 
used these, words in regard to such 
laws: "They are plain, invasion of 
individual liberty and therefore 
are forbidden. Every person 
must be allowed to judge of his 
own table and to dress as he peases, 
subject to such police regulations 
as may be established for the 
preservation of public order and 
public morals." 

Granting the premises of ward
ship for the sake of argument, by 
what theory of law did the then 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
presume to regulate the style of 
the Indian's hair dressing. He 
wore his hair long following tribal 
custom and in the inalienable 
right to "dress as he pleased." 

Cromwell with ail bis severity 
did not presume to interfere with 
the (lowing locks of the Cavalier 
and yet the Indian Office in a free 
democratic country without con
sideration of the Indian's feelings 
ordered short hair on the pain of 
forfeiting food and money law
fully due him. 

It was a wonder that penalty 
did not go further in a sentence to 
the reservation jail if the Indian 
refused or negelected the decreed** 
use of barbers schears. The order 
was not long enforced owing to its 
inherent absurdity, let alone its 
illegality. 

And there was a time too when 
a Commissioner decreed change of 
name; he might have said to White 
Cloud or Star, "Your name is 
Dennis," and this nnder a threat 
of being dropped from the pay 
roll. I t is not always a prelude 
to destruction that the "gods make 
men mad." sometimes, it would 
seem, the gods smite into imbecil
ity, and there seems to be evidence 
of this when the orders for short 
hair and arbitrary change of name 
were issued. 

The present regiue has not 
inherited these absurd "rules aud 
regulations," but we believe that 
had they not been thrown into the 
discard in times past they would 
today be enforced by the Indian 
Office under its traditionary spirit. 

It clings to some "rules and 
regulations" today as manifestedly 
absurd as the hair order and name 
changing. And how times seem 
to be changing after all. The In 
dian has issued no order but he is 
putting on a presure that is mak
ing the hair of officials and e m 
ployees curl in alarm. No appro
priation of tribal funds means no 
salaries and no rations derived 
from the Indian's Treasury cash1 

account. The Indian has made no 
threat, the alarm in official circles 
arises solely from a natural s e 
quence of appropriation failing or 
the Indian Office being abolished. 

Gentlemen, "How do you,)like 
the outlook." 

The Indian was threatened with 
hunger enforcement once, now his 
•attitude alarms you with like fear. 
Can't you now see the Indian's 
view-point? 

Official Notice of the Seventh 
Annual Session of tho Gen
eral Council of the Chippewa 
Indians of Minnesota. 
Pursuant to provisions in the Con

stitution of the General Council of 
Minnesota Chippewa Indians which 
was adopted at Cass Lake. Minn., on 
the 8th day of May, 1913, and aa a-
mended by the General Council at its 
fourth annual session held at Bemidji 
Mifln., July 11th, 11)16, the annual 
meeting of ,said Gfeneral Council of 
Chippewa Indians of Minnesota will 
be held at Cass Lake Minn., beginning 
the 8th, day of July. 15)19. 

Your attention is invited to Article 
6 oi the Constitution which reads as 
follows: "The basis ot representation 
to the Councils of this organization 
shall be one delegate for each one 
hundred members or fraction thereof, 
of the White Earth and Red Lake 
reservations, and reservations ceded 
under the provisions of the Act of 
Congress of January fourteenth, eigh
teen hundred and eighty-nine (25 U. 
S. Stats.. 642). Such delegates shall be 
elected on the first Tuesday in June 
of each year, by the Local Councils 
of the said reservations or ceded 
reservations. 

Notices shall be posted and given by 
the proper officers of •s/tid local councils 
and said notices shall be given and 
posted in each and every settlement 
and burg within said reservation or 
ceded reservation for a period of not 
less than twenty days, specifying the 
tjnie and place of the election of such 
delegates." 

Where there is no properly organized 
local council it shall devolve upon the 
Executive Committee of the reserva
tion to call a council for the purpose 
of electing delegates. 

In respect to Article referred to 
above, delegates to the General Coun
cil must be selected on the first Tues
day in June, which will be June 3rd, 
191!). 

Careful attention and good jude-
ment must be exercised by each and 
every Chippewa Indian interested, to 
fully observe the above Article and 
by so doing avoid any dispute that 
may arise from irregular appointment 
which in councils prior to the coming 
council has so manifestly caused 
considerable annoyance. 

Dated at Red Lake. Minnesota, 
May 1,1919. 

PAUL II. BEAULIEL', 
Secretary of General Council of 
ChippewaTndians of Minnesota. 

Shortest Railroad. 
Ton have heard of shortest railroads 

before. Always they're the most ab-
brovinted over. But off-hand one 
would jrrnnt tho prize to Missoula, 
Mont. It has a railroad only 100 f>et 
long. It connects thp Northern Pacific 
with the C. M. & St. P., and is uspd 
as a transfer. It has &o equipment, 
no employes, and no stations, yet the 
company that owns it pets 50 rents 
for e\ery car that passes over Its rails. 
Sixteen thousand have done so thus 
far. Think of It.—Popular Science 
Monthly. 
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BOLSHIVISM IS COM
PLETELY ROUTED, 

The People of White Earth Reserva
tion by a Decisive Vote of 417 to 

255 Declare for Progressive 
Democracy. 

In point ot numbers and con
clusive results the Local Council 
which convened at Pinehurst (Twin 
Lakes) last Tuesday will go down 
in reservation history as a most 
memorable event. Ideal weather 
and fine roads-contributed decided
ly to its progreesive results. 
Every portion of the reservation 
was fully represented and the 
leaders of both factions, bolshi-
vicks and progressives, made 
streneous efforts to gain suprem 
acy but the progressive factions 
distanced the James I. Coffey and 
Geo. Walters' brush council gang 
over two to one. 

One of the preliminary proceed
ings of the council was a careful 
tiling of the members present and 
those who had a right to vote. J. 
I. Coffey who had been counciling 
with the members of his brush 
council for two or three days be
fore the convening of the council 
was found within the council pre
cinct and he was requested to get 
outside; he hesitated to obey this 
mandate and was 'informed by 
Sheriff Urness of Mahnomen 
county that if he (Coffey) did not 
go out peaceably he would be put 
out anfi he quietly withdrew. On 
the vote for the chairmanship of 
the council Frank Cajune, the 
progressive • candidate, won over 
Scott Porter Jr., the bolshicick 
candidate, by a most decisive vote, 
the vote was: Frank Cajune, 417; 
Scott Porter, 255. After this vote 
for chairman of the council was 
made known the leaders of the 
bolshivick element proceeded to 
spar for time and recognition on a 
50—50 basis, this being denied 
they proceeded to bolt the council; 
possibly 150 leaving the voting 
inclosure. 

A revised list of delegates select
ed at the council held at White 
Earth on Tuesday, June 3rd, was 
unanimously ratified or elected. 
These delegates will attend the 
General Council to be held at Cass 
Lake, July 8th, 1919. Altogether 
the reservation people, in general, 
are to be congratulated on the 
signal defeat of tho depressing 
influences of incendiary bolshivism, 
Coffeyism and Gahgondaushism 
and paving the way for early self-
determination and progressive 
democracy for the Minnesota 
Chippewas. 

Later advises are to effect that 
a portion of the defeated factions 
are holding their usual brush 
council pow-wows in an endeavor 
to harrass and annoy the peacoful 
proceedings of the coming General 
Council. ^ 

Want of time and space does 
not permit of a wider detail of the 
council proceedings but additional 
comment will appear in next 
week's TOMAHAWK, together with 
a list of the names of the delegates 
elected. f 

Mr. Walter F, Dickens, super
intendent of the agency, was pre-s 
ent and occupied a seat on the 
rostrum during the day's pro
ceedings. 
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The American Indian as 
an Equal Citizen, 

RiprisiititiTf Cirtif S i p M*h| H i 
Aborigines Free Men. 

The American Indian as a free 
American was the pica of Kcpre

sent atfvc Carter, of Oklahoma, at 
«, meeting to discuss the Indian 
question held last night at tho 
New York Avenue Presbyterian 
Church. 

"Give the Indian control of his 
land and permit him to manage 
his own future," said Mr. Carter. 
He stated that many Indians with 
yery little education were the 
mental equals in business shrewd-
n<*s of American men with many 
ufore years of schooling to their 
credit. 

He believes that land now held 
in lease by the government should 
revert to the Indian for his own 
use and disposal, Mr. Carter also 
told of some of the Congressional 
problems of the Indian bills now 
before the House.—Washington 
Herald. 

Historical Pageant at 
Cass Lake Next Friday 

and Saturday. 
The memory of man will hark 

back over the cycle of 100 years 
and the events entering into the 
remarkable development of North
ern Minnesota at the annual sum
mer convention of the Northern 
Minnesota Development assoocia-
tion, which will be held at Cass 
Lake next Friday and Satuaday. 

At least one actor in tho histori
cal pageant to be produced under 
the direction of the association can 
look back over the annals of time 
ft r the entire period and recall the 
discovery of Cass Lake region by 
the white man in 1820. He is 

John Smith, a Chippewa Indian, 
said to be 130 years old, who will 
be assisted in the portrayal of 
events of a century ago by other 
prominent red men of the' Cass 
Lake region. 

The pageant, together with one 
of the most interesting and practi
cal programs ever undertaken by 
the association for a summer meet
ing, has attracted the attention of 
the general public and particularly 
that of men and women interested 
in the development of Northern 
Minnesota and the largest attend
ance in the history of the summer 
gatherings is assured. 

The idea of carrying out a his
torical pageant as a part of the 
convention is interesting. 'Atten
tion was called to the fact that this 
big summer convention would-be a 
celebration of the centennial anni
versary and the discovery of Cass 
Lake by General Lewis Cass, 
were it held one year later, for it 
was in July of the year 1820 that 
that remarkable expedition under 
his direction was made to this 
region. 

The anticipation of the large at
tendance at the convention and the 
keen interest tourists take in In
dian lore and romance, coupled 
with the fact that such distinguish
ed Indians as John Smith, Nana-
bush and others live there, en
courage the pageant idea. 

Mr. Otto Roll, a student at St. 
John's university, Collegeville, 
and a native of Cass Lake, is 
chairman of the committee ar
ranging the pageant. Ho is a 
young man; of exceptional abjjity 
as a historian and writer. He is 

i 

(Continned on 8th page.) 

Be Sure It's Worth It. 
Who would boast n victory tbat cost 

no strategy and no careful disposition 
of the forces? Ent lot a man be very-
sure that the city is worth the siege.-— 
Ik Marvel. 
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Forget It. 
Tho time wasted in complaining be

cause the job is hard would often bo 
more than sufficient to put that job 
on the list of "has-beens." 

Reaches the Apex. 
Any man who refuses to argue with 

n woman possesses thp Solomon brand 
of wisdom.—Idaho Statesman. 

The Society 
Of. 

AMERICAN INDIANS. 

A NATIONAL OHGANIZATION OF 

AMERICANS 

Onron//ed at Ohio State University, 
APRIL, ".1911. 

MEMBERSHIP 
Active—Including Magazine, $2 

annually. 
Junior Active—Indians under 21 

years of ago. Including Maga
zine, $1.50 annually. Without 

Magazine, 50c annually. 

Application for membership should 
be made to the Secretary-Treasur
er, Society of American Indians, 
707 20th Street, Washington, D . 
C. Information regarding the* 
Society will be cheerfully furnish
ed upon inquiry to the Secretary-
Treasurer, Washington, D. C. 

Dr. CHARLES EASTMAN, 
President, 

Amherst, Moss. 

When you want 
the best 

in Groceries, Dry Goods, Winter 
Clothing, Footwear, etc., call on 
us. 
We're right here every day in the year (except Sunday) to supply you* 

" with any and every tiling you may need in 

THE BEST AND PUREST GROCERIES IN THE MARKET, 

The B. L. Fairbanks 
Company, 

White Earth, riinnesota. 
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