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The big Fire Prevention Con
gress convenes today in St. Paul, 
at the Saint Paul Hotel. Patriotic 
Fire Prevention Day, October 9th, 
1919, will be observed through 
out the nation in the interest of 
Fire Prevention. 

Society "War Paint."-"I looked 
at all the faces," said Red Fox, a 
Black foot chief, telling of a recep
tion given him in New JTork, "and 
I saw more war paint than I ever 
saw on the red faces of the west. 
Their clothes were magnificent, 
but they didn't have enough on. 
Yet they were very wealthy."—Ex. 

After America gets through 
seeing to it that Silesia gets a 
square election and Serbia gets a 
square deal we hope that some at
tention will be given America's 
first citizens, the Indians, who not 
only contributed over two-thirds 
of his mite to relieve the country's 
stress for much needed funds but 
who likewise volunteered two-
thirds of his fighting strength to 
fight, bleed and die in the cause of 
humanity and world democracy, 
an opportunity to come within his 
own embraced in the limits of the 
constitutional prerogative of "Life, 
LIBERTY, and the pursuit of 
happiness." 

Brother Lou Benshoof, of the 
Detroit Record, commenting on 
the recent favorable conclusions 
by the Hon. Commissioner of In
dian Affairs approving the election 
of John G. Morrison, J r , as 
president of the General Council, 
Minnesota Chippewas, states as 
follows:- -

"These legal victories mark an
other step forward in the intelli
gent development of the reserva
tion territory (segregated area) and 
in the elimination of a class of 
Indians who prefer to remain 
under paternal guardianship in 
order that a few of the leaders 
might benefit thereby." 

RED LAKE DRAINAGE 
SUGGESTIONS ASKED. 

We are informed that several 
meetings of the so called full blood 
element have been held lately at 
different points on the reservation, 
the cause of these meeting it ap 
pears, was the the fact of our pub 
lishing in a recent issue the re
straining order by the Court 
against Benj. Caswell, James I. 
Coffey and others, from using the 
name of, or transacting any busi 
nets io the name of the General 
Council, Minnesota Chippewas. It 
appears that when the Bolshevick 
element saw tins they took it to 
mean tuat they were all to he ar
rested and put in jail. We assure 
them there is no cause for alarm, 
and they can call their council by 
any mame they choose, so long as 
they do not call it **Tbe General 
Council, Minnesota Chippewas, 

Washington. D. C—Having ob
tained approval of the War de
partment and Franklin K. Lane, 
secretary of the interior, to a pro 
ject to drain land in and about the 
Red Lake, Minn., Indian reserva
tion, Representative Halvor Steen-
erson of Crookston wrote a letter 
to Governor Burnquist, asking for 
suggestions from the state. With 
the letter he sent a draft of a bill 
prepared by Secretary Lane, which 
proposes that the Department of 
the Interior supervise the work. 

"It seems to "me," Mr. Lane 
said in a recent letter to Mr. Steen-
erson, "that the plans suggested 
for the drainage of the Red Lake 
reservation and the lands lying 
along the Red Lake river and the 
construction of works for control -
ing the level of Red Lake and the 
flow of the'river are practicable." 

The plans already had received 
the approval of the War depart
ment, but it desires, like Mr. 
Lane, to oversee the job. 

In his letter to Governor Burn
quist, Mr Steenerson said: 

"The idea upon which the War 
department reported was that the 
Red Lake Indian reservation, be
ing in the nature of a local inter
est, should be treated accordingly, 
and should contribute its share, 
which can only be done through 
appropriate congressional legisla
tion. Such legislation must, ac
cording to the usual procedure, be 
recommended and approved by the 
Secretary of the Interior. 

"While the bill drawn by the 
Secretary of the Interior indicates 
a willingness to co-operate and 
contribute on behalf of the Indians 
their share of the cost of the pro
ject, it contemplates conferring 
upon the Secretary of the Interior 
the entire authority over the con
struction of the work. 

"This is in conflict with the 
recommendations of the Secretary 
of War. I therefore have the 
honor to request that you submit 
these matters to the state drainage 
commissioner, as well as the state 
auditor and the attorney general, 
with the view'to determining what 
course would be more advantage
ous to all concerned. 

"I should then be glad to re
ceive suggestions or tentative 
drafts of amendments or changes 
in the bill proposed by the Secre
tary of the Interior. If it should 
be the consensus of opinion that 
the work should be constructed 
and maintained and operated by 
the War department, it would be 
necessary to have a conference 
with the Secretary of the Interior 
in order to reconcile that depart
ment to the change, as it is a very 
important matter that we have the 
co-operation of the Interior de
partment, for otherwise it would 
be difficult to get the contribution 
apportioned to the Indian lands. 

"To authorize this work, which 
ha9 been planned by the engineers 
of the War department, to be 
carried out by the Interior depart
ment, might encounter opposition 
in Congress, especially of the com 
mittee on rivers and harbors, as it 
would be a new departure in leg
islation. Of course, Congress is 
not bound to carry out the wishes 
of either of these departments in 
the way of legislation, it is the 
de»ire to frame a bill which would 
satisfy not only the state author
ities, but also these two depart 
ments, and I therefore request to 
be advised in the premises at the 
earliest practical date of any sug 
gestions on the part of the State 

of Minnesota in this matter."— 
Pioneer Press. 

While we are not fully conver
sant with the proposed plans sug
gested for the drainage of the Red 
Lake reservation and the lands 
lying along the Red River, and the 
construction of works for control-
ing the level of Red Lake and the 
flow of the river, etc., apd while 
there is no question in our minds 
regarding the ' beneficial results 
which would accrue to all concern
ed, especially in the enhancement 
of land values for the Red Lake 
Indians, yet we are reluctant to 
approve the advisability of appro
priating Chippewa tribal money 
just at the present time to defray 
the expenses of such a project. 

The legislation of 1889, known 
as the Nelson Act, practically 
merged every Chippewa Indian 
reservation under one body and 
every Chippewa Indian member 
thereof to share on a 50-50 basis; 
according to said Act it was dis
tinctly provided that after the 
completion of allotments of land 
to all of said Indians the residue 
of all lands, agricultural and tim
ber, was to be sold for the benefit 
of all of said Indians, etc. Al
though the Chippewa Commission 
declared allotments of land were 
closed on July 20th, 1900, the 
Indians of the Red Lake reserva
tion have not yet been allotted 
land and as specified in the Act 
mentioned. On the other hand 
the Government has on several 
occasions, since the enactment of 
the so-called Nelson Act, entered 
into separate agreements with the 
said Bed Lake bands for the pur
chase and sale of both agricultural 
lands and pine timber on said Red 
Lake reservation and have vested 
the money derived from such sales 
solely for the benefit of the Red 
Lake bands, notwithstanding the 
fact that the law or act cited above 
provided that "all money derived 
from the sale of lands or timber 
was to be placed to the credit of 
ALL such Minnesota Chippewa" 
as participated in the agreement of 
1889. 

Under the circumstances we 
contend that it would be unfair 
and unjust to call upon other 
bands of the Minnesota Chippewas, 
other than the Red Lake bands, to 
help defray the expense of the 
proposed drainage project. 

The continued delay in making 
allotments of land to the members 
of the Red Lake bands is not only 
decidedly contradistinctive to the 
provisions of the agreement of 
1889 but falls little short of crim
inal negligence of the vital econ
omic interests of the Chippewas in 
general and more especially of the 
members of the Red Lake bands. 

During the past twenty years 
the Indians of all other reserva
tions in the state have been allot 
ted lands and from the time of 
their allotments 'the allottees in 
general have developed a most 
wonderful spirit of modernism, 
mentally and physically and have 
sensed in a marked degree the in-
iative of progressive industry until 
today fully 90 per cent of these 
allottees stand second to none of 
Minnesota.* average citizens. On 
the other hand the members of the 
Red Lake bands are isolated with
in the narrow confines of reserva 
tion limits. 

Volumes of sentimental gush is 
being printed and oceans of croca-
dile tears are being shed now-a-
days by professed Americans 
pleading for the relief and free 
dom of the world's oppressed 
nations, yet right here within the 
very civilized center of the United 
States portions of America's first 
citizens are suffered to grow up 
mid the confines of a segregated 
existence. It is high time that 

measures be taken whereby the 
members of the Red Lake bands 
be given allotments of land and to 
the end that the chrunic, stero-
typed phrase, "for the relief and 
civilization of the Minnesota Chip
pewas," rn.iy be relegated to 
oblivion where it properly belongs. 

A n M Customs of 
edmen Passing, 

Tama, Iowa.—"Hai i-ye, hai-i-
ye— 

"Hai-i-we, hai-i we—Hosh ke, 
hosh-ke, pina wi ma sow-a—to mi." 

Festival time for the Indian. 
The occasion was the pow-wow 

of the Musquakie Indians on their 
reservation at Tama, Iowa. Noted 
for the purity of the ancient super
stitions in their dances, the Mus-
qualcies draw thousands of persons 
every year to their reservation, as 
they revive the dances that in forT 

mer times were sacred to them. 
But the dances are losing their 

antiquity. As the Indians danced 
tlpir pow-wow at Tama this sum
mer, close inspection disclosed that 
underneath the buckskin breeches 
were socks and garters, behind 
beaded vests custom made under
wear, and in the field tent in which 
the Indians dressed were collars, 
suits and shoes. 

Greatest among the dances of 
thepow wow was the scalp dance, 
in which the ludians of the Mus
quakie tribe, with their guests at 
tbe celebration—representatives of 
the JYtanebagoes, the Pottawatta-
mies, the Dakotas and the Sioux— 
celebrated the victory of the 

United States over Germany. The 
celebration was the same as were 
the celebrations in which the anci
ent victories of the Musquakies 
over their enemy tribes were ob
served. . 

In their fervor of patriotism for 
the cause of the Allies, the Winne
bago women had made a woman's 
dress out of small American flags. 
Fat and hot in the gown she wore, 
the face of the Musquakie woman 
was almost as red as the stripes of 
the flag. 

The flag bedecked woman wore 
a cloak over her dress, and this 
she returned to the Winnebago. It 
was in honor of the members of 
Musquakie tribe who served in the 
war. 

Civilization is fast overcoming 
the determination of the Indians 
to hold on to their ancestral cus
toms. 

A few years ago, the long-haired 
Indian was the common typerfbout 
the reservation at Tama, today he 
is a curiosity. 

The war has undoubtedly been 
an important factor in the change. 
It was the war that brought the 
white man in touch with tbe rep 
resentative Indian, to urge him to 
have the tribe buy to its limit in 
the war bonds. The white men 
visited the reservation to spur 
production in foodstuffs on the 
farm; the Indian went to tho white 
man to learn. The interchange of 
ideas gave the Indian opportunity 
to see the greater interest that the 
white man has in him. 

He did his best in the conserva
tion lines. The Indians found 
trouble in using substitutes with 
their wheat, but they gladly got 

along without wheat at all, using 
corn flour in its stead. Meat was 
also a need of the Indian and he 
found it hard to give up. But he 
did, on days the government pre
scribed. 

TKe return uf their men from 
the service brought to the Indians 
a new knowledge of the world. 

The Society 
Of. 

AMERICAN INDIANS. 

A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF 

AMERICANS 

Org-Mbed mt Ohio State University.Z 
APRIL, 1911. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Active—Including Magazine, $2 
annually. 

Junior Active—Indians under 21 
years of age. Including Maga
zine, $1.50 annually. Without 

Magazine, 50c annually. 

Application for membership should 
be made to the Secretary-Treasur
er, Society, of American Indians, 
707 20th Street, Washington, D. 
C. Information regarding the 
Society will be cheerfully furnish
ed upon inquiry to the Secretary-
Treasurer, Washington, D. C. 

Dr. CHARLES EASTMAN, 
President, 
Amherst, Mass, 

Subscribe for THE TOMAHAWK 

and get all the reservation news. 
11.50 per year in advance. 
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When you want 
the best 

In Groceries, Dry Goods, Winter 
Clothing, Footwear, etc., call on 
us. 
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We're right here every day in the year (except Sunday) to supply youl) 
with any and everything you may need in 

THE BEST AND PUREST GROGERIES IN THE MARKET. 

The B. L. Fairbanks 
Company, 
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