State of the Dead 'mmiaides all this, between us and abode is a place of torment. And
Death and the Judgment. ‘

you there is a great gulf fixed:
so that they which would pass

come from thence.”' Luke 16:26.

Men have explored the great|‘‘He that is unjust let him be

oceans and mapped out the lines
of passage over which might}'j

ships ply as they carry the
world's commerce. They have,
penetrated the jungle and the
wilderness, descended into the
depths of the earth and have
made known many of her hidden
treasurers, They have made
charts of the heavens and found
out the marvelous movements of
many of the heavenly bodies,
Wonderful, indeed, are the ac-
hievements wrought by man’s
genius as one reviews the know-
ledge of the world to-day and
compares it with what it was
one hundred vears ago. But
with all the brilliant achieve-
ments of men, had not God come
to us with his divine revelations
concerning the eternal world,
we should still be in the dark
about the things of greatest im-
portance.

My duty, in dealing with the
subject assigned me for this oc-
ecasion, will be to point out, so
far as time willadmit, the serip-
tures which are our only source
of information on the subject
and as faithfully as I can, unfold
their meaning. For wise and
great as are some men, not one
of them is able to give us a ray
of reliable knowledge about the
soul in the eternal world. We
are, therefore, limited  in the
study of this subject to the facts
found in the Bible,

Acording to the
which we shall examine there is
an Intermediate State or Age,
through which the soul

seriptures

passes

between the time of physical
death and the final dav of judg-

ment that shall follow the resur-
rection.
There are two words used in
the orignal language of the Old
and New Testaments,
nate the gpirit world or
world, namely **sheol,”” in the
Hebrew and “*Hades' in  the
Gireek: both these mean the
spirit world into which go the
good and the bad at death.

to dl'-i',f-
eternal

Now in the 16th chapter of
Luke beginning with the 19th
verse it is clearly taught that

there are two places in Hades in
to which the soul may We
shall now 16:
19-24.

“Now there wasa certain rich
man and he was clothed in
purple and fine linen and fairing
sumptuously every day and a
certain beggar named Lazarus
was laid at his gate full of sores
and desiring to be fed with the
cerumbs that fell from the rich
mans table: vea, even the dogs
came and licked his sores. And
it came to pass that the beggar
died and that he was carried
away by the angels into Abra-
ham's bosom; and the rich man
also died and was buried. And
in Hades (hell) he lifted up his
eves being in torments and seeth
Abraham afar off and Lazarus in
his bosom. And he eried and|
said, Father Abraham have
mercy on me and send Lazarus
that he may dip the tip of his
finger in water and cool my
tongue for I am in anguish in
this flame.” (Luke 16:19-24.)
Here the divine messenger lifts
the weil for a moment, that
mortals may have one never to
be forgotten vision into the
t‘h‘l'l'ii’.! ‘-\'UI'H, We 1._1;“-,, ]'rum
the above passage that the wick-
ed in the intermediate state are
of great torments.
Dives had his mental powers, he
knew Abraham, remembered his
five brothers back in the world-
feared they might come to that
place of torment-pleaded with
Abraham to send a messenger
from the dead to warn them not
to come where he was,

go.

examine, Luke

conseions

In the intermediate state the
wicked are in a hopeless condi-
tion, “When a wicked man
dieth his expectation shall
perish'' Prov, 11:7. “And be-

remain

unjust still: and he that is filthy,
let him be filthy still.’”" Rev.
21:11.

The soul during the time be-|
tween death and the judgment |
exists without the body. This|
fact is common to both the good
and the bad. ‘““Then shall the!
dust return to the earth as itl
was; and the spirit shall return
unto God who gave it."” Eel
12:7. Stephen saw in a dying
moment the heavens open and
called on the Lord; saying, *' Lord!
Jesus receive my epirit’’ Acts!
7:59. Following this statement
we are wold that they took up his
body and buried it. Seew at is
said in I. Cor. 15th Chapter
about the spiritual and the na-
tural body. Then again the de-
parted ones are not spoken of as
men and women, but as souls or
spirits when referred to in the
Seriptures. See Hebrews 12:32,
Rev. 6:9; 20:4, The soul there-
fore, heing separated from the
body does not experience com-
plete reward in the intermediate
state hut it will enter upon its
full and complete reward at the
resurrection when united with
the spiritual body that shall come
forth from the planting of the
natural body.

The word '‘Paradise’’ an-
other name for the place of the
righteous dead during the inter-
mediate state, Jesus said to the
thief on the cross who believed
“Verily | sav unto thee, Today
shalt thou be with me in Para-
dige’* Luke 23:43. This word
“Paradise’’ has an interesting
history,~To the ancient
Persians, it meant. an enclosure,
a garden, a pleasure ground, ete

tor the Hebrews, it was thought
to be the part of Hades where
the souls of the pious dead await
the judgment day. The word as
we find it in our English New
Testament comes {rom the Greek
word "||2Il';|.liri-'l.~i". There
other passages that give further
evidence of the happy conditions

that the events of the judgment | ............m. '..............ﬁ
will not relieve their condition
Sermon by Rev.. A. M. R““lfrom hence to you cannot; neither but make it worse by giving
{J:Stm;:;f the Baptist church Ofican they pass to us that would them at that time their full
is city.

I=s

are

of the righteous: for instance,
Paul deelared in Phil. 1:21-24,
that “‘to die is gain” and ‘“‘to

depart this life far better than
Lo in it." Again he
savs in 1 Cor. 5:8. *We are of
good courage, |1 and are
willing rather to be absent from
the body and to be at home with
the Lord.'" This gives us a great
light upon the meaning of the
word paradise as studied above.
Again Paul declared, in Phil.
1:23, that it was very far better
for him to depart this life and
be with Christ. The Seriptures
teach that *‘Christ was received
up into heaven and sat down at
the right hand of God,”" (Mark
16:19, Luke 24;51; Acts 1:11,
c. 2:33, 34; c. T:65, 56, Eph.
1:20, Heb, 12:10 and 1 Pet 3:22,)

These teach that Christ will
there in the Father's
presence until the restoration of

remain

say.,

'all things—until his second eom-

ing which will immediately pre-
ceed the final judgment. The
conclusion from these evidences
and others could be added, that
I reach, is that the souls of the
departed pious are in a blessed
and happy state in the lLeeping
of Christ. Heaven means the
habitation of God and the abode
of blessed spirits, also a state of
bliss. 1 also conclude from the
statements and authority of
Seripture that the rewards be-
stowed upon the vighteous at the
judgment day will equip them
t'-‘r:!]l\h'fl";{ fon ”H' 1".':”!'-.-! -'!1i':'.-
ment of heaven, Their
bodied spirits shall then be
clothed with an immortal spiri-
tunl body anll crowned with
Crowns vietory and white
robes of 1 i}!hll‘“li:-]‘u:.‘ B,
Concerning the intermediate
state of the wicked, the conclus-
ion is that they are
(Luke 16:23-25f)

li]l'-'!'ll"-

o

in torments
23-25 from which
state there is no escape to the
condition of bliss of the i‘i].’hh,’-
ous (v, 6) and that their very

penalty for all the evil instigated
'by them while on earth. |
My final conclusion upon the|

whole subject may be summed
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up as follows:
All spirits go into the spirit/
world at death, and that the
Bible name for that abode is (2)
Hades or (1) Sheol; that Sheol
or Hades, is divided by an im-
passable gulf into two places—
one for the home of the saved
called paradize, heaven, the holy
city ete.; the other for the home |
of the lost, called hell, the lake!
of fire, outer darkness, place ufi
torment ete. And finally, that|
the intermediate state of hoth!
the saved and the lost is the|
period which they experience|
while out of the body as spirits|
or souls, that the judgment day
will not change their abode but
fit them for complete happiness
in the place of happiness, and
¢mplete  punishment in the
place of punishment.
ADMINISTRATRIX NOTICE.
Notice ig hereby given that
letters of Administration upon
the estate of Glover Harris, de-
ceased, have been granted to the
undersigned by the Probate
Court of Cape Girardeau county

Buy your Christmas neced of useful presents as
early as possible,

hearing date the 17th day of
October, 1908, _
All persons having claims

against said estate are required
to exhibit them for allowance,
within one yvear from the date of
<aid letters or they may be pre
cluded from any benefit of such
estate; and if said claiins be not
exhibited within two vears from
the cl;l[rl' of the |-.r.1l-|ic-;ui-.:e of
this notiee, they will be forever
[I;rl':‘l'll. 5
lertha M, Harris,
Administratyix,
NOTICE OF STOCKHOLDERS
MEETING.

Notice is hereby that
Annual Election seven
iveetors of The !’-'upii'-ﬁ Nation-
al Bank of Jackson, Mizsouri
will be held in the oflice of the
Tuesday, 11,

given

e 0l

Bank on January
14904,

Polls open from 10to A M, to
3P M.

9 William Paar, Cashier.
SHERIFF'S SALE UNDER

GENERAL TRANSCRIPT

EXEUCTION.

v virtue and authority of a
transeript general execution, is-
sued from the office of the clerk
of the ecircuit court of Cape
Girardeau county, Missouri, to
me directed and returnable to
the January term, 1909, of said
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