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Try to
Congress SHALL .MAKE NO LAWS

respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the exercise thereof; or
ABRIDGING THE FREEDOM OF
SPEECH OR OF THE PRESS; or the
right of the people peacably to assemble,
and to petition the Government for a re-

dress of grievances. Article I of the
Amendments to the Constitution of the
United States of America.

Observant and retentative read-

ers of the county papers will recall
that a few weeks ago the Caruth-ersvill-e

Republican published an
editorial tantamount to a threat
that the Democratic papers of the
county would have to contend with
Federal authorities for their re-

marks and demands that the re-

cent imported negro cotton pickers
be not allowed to vote here in the
coming election as they had been
charged with doing in previous
elections.

That threat has been made good.
The Democrat-Argu- s told in its

last Tuesday's issue of the visit it
was paid on the day previous, of
two agents from (the Department
of Justice, who demanded and re-

ceived files of that paper for its
investigation of; "intimidating ne-

groes" made against it by --"certain
persons" whom it did not name,
but none-the-le- ss well known.

The same eventuality in all re-

spects visited The Missouri Herald
Tuesday afternoon.
' The men calling on us gave their
names as John Berger, Kansas City,
and C. W. Fisher, St. Louis. We
found them very pleasant gentle-

men, and while we do not concede
authority to any one to demand and
receive copies of our paper for any
purpose whatsoever without due
process of law, it was, in this case,
a pleasure to supply the Govern-

ment's representatives with a file
running back to September, all they
asked for, for by so doing we real-

ize that our complete vindication
of the wicked and malicious charge
will be more complete and expedi-
tiously disposed of.

We have no fault to find with the
Department of Justice, or its agents,
having the utmost confidence that
the Department is all its name
stands for or implies. And five years
of experience with the representa-
tives of this Department through
the long and trying period of the
war, while we were an Assistant
Postmaster here, having almost
weekly dealings with these men,
convinces us that they are the very
highest type of gentlemen and do
not permit politics to awerve them
in the least from their duties.

But there is another side of the
question, and that side is deeply
dark and damnable. We refer to
those who made this hellish report,
knowing it was false as hell when
they made it who made it for no
other purpose than a desperate ef-

fort to over-aw- e and intimidate the
DEMOCRATIC PRESS of Pemiscot
county.

Well, so long as the Constitution
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of the United States guarantees
"the FREEDOM OF SPEECH OR

OF THE PRESS," the hellions of po-litic- al

hades will ignominiously fail.
Our fight for the purity of the bal-

lot box, all we have ever sought, as

the files of our paper now in the
hands of the Government shall
evince the best proof, shall only be

increased with renewed energy, for
not until now did we realize the
depth of infamy that has sought
and is seeking to grasp every ves-

tige of official power in this county,
and bring all opposing them into
the servitude of political disfran-

chisement and slavery. All they
need to accomplish this is a few hun-

dred illegal negro voters, with
which this county is now overrun
from border to border.

It is not at all the intimidation of
the legal voters they fear. None
of them have ever heard of a legal
voter being intimidated within the
borders of this county. They don't
know of a single person who would
do that if they could. But they do
know that the people of the county

arc aroused as never before against
illegal votes "being cast, either be.
they white or black, and the ones
who would dare prevent repetition
of this rape of the ballot box are
the ones they would intimidate, and
their report of the Democratic Press
to the Government upon a like
charge is but to intimidate that
press, and so far as possible detract
attention from their dirty work.

People, wake up!
Your very liberty is at stake!
When the "FREEDOM OF

SPEECH OR OF THE PRESS" has
been muzzled, gagged and cruci-

fied, as the political outlaws seek to
accomplish, the death knell of the
United States of America will have
been sounded, and all the liberties
of worthwhile citizenship will "have

been trampled into dust.
Wake up!

Get enough of this villainous hate
diffused through the nation, and
this Great Republic will live only in

the history of the things that were.
And on its ruins a dictatorship will
reassert its terreted head and its
loopholes will look out upon a land
drenched with the blood of broth-

ers. And when such treacherous
intimidators as these that snap and
snarl with currish whine at our heels-hav- e

sunk their poisonous fangs in-

to our flesh and your flesh and the
flesh of all who honor and revere
the liberties purchased with the
blood of our forefathers, then red
ruin is hammering at the gates of '

all. For a long time, ever since
the Caruthersville Republican hint-

ed at its intentions, this buzzard of
evil omen, afar on the political hor-

izon, has coarsed and sailed, sailed
and soared, coming nearer, nearer.
What evil bird of black plumage is

this? It is the vulture of evil in-

tentions, hidden, masked, lurking,
too cowardly to show its face. But

-- -

i

Tt

r"

-- -

there will come another day. If
this case ever reaches a court of jus-

tice these birds of prey will have to
come forth. For the same Consti-tutio- n

that guarantees the 'TREE-DO- M

OF SPEECH AND THE
PRESS;" also, in "Article Six, of the
Amendments has this guarantee:

In all criminal prosecutions, the
accused shall enjoy the rights of a
SPEEDY public trial, by an IMPAR-
TIAL jury of the State and district
wherein the crime, shall have been
committed, which district shall have
been previously ascertained by law,
and to be INFORMED OF THE NA-

TURE AND CAUSE OF ACTION; TO
BE CONFRONTED WITH THE WIT-
NESSES AGAINST HIM; to have
COMPULSORY process for obtaining
witnesses in HIS FAVOR, and to have
the assistance of counsel for his de-

fense.

And as we say, after this there
will be another day. Our enemies
will be uncovered, and we shall not
have to fight them in the dark as
thy seek to stab us in the back.

If these would-b- e intimidators of
the Democratic press really believe
that intimidation has been done the
voters, as they have charged, why
did they not bring action in the
State court? That' sort of crime is
as much violation 'of the State law
as it is the Federal law. Why did
they not make oath to their charge,
have their Republican prosecuting
attorney issue a warrant, and their
Republican sheriff arrest and take
into custody those whom they ac-

cuse of this serious prime? Indeed,
why not? Their reason is obvious.
They know their charge is as false
as hell. - They, by the advice of
their lawyer who directs their
stumbling footsteps along the dark
alleyway they travel, shun making
oath to such a charge, knowing full
well what that sort of procedure
would be well calculated to mean
to them before they could drop it.
They are too much like mangey
rats to get caught in their own trap

but wait. There will be another
day a rat day, and rats, as cunning
as they, have been known to lose
their hides when turning gray after
years of successful depredation.

As said, action is not what they
want. What they most desire is

an "investigation" by the Depart-

ment of Justice, whose duty is to
make investigation of all charges
before taking action, and well that
is the rule, for were it not, the big-

gest scoundrel in the country could,
by merely reporting, the best citi-

zen of the community, cast a stain
upon his character with entailed
loss of time and money. That is
not the Government's way, and for-

tunately for us and all is the rule.
So, for the effect they hoped to ob-

tain, they timed their complaint to
have the "investigation" shortly be-

fore the approaching election. In
their conceit they imagined this
would strike us with great awe, and
still our voice for a fair election, the
only thing we have "demanded and
for which we are made the victim
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Muzzle Democratic Press
of their persecution. And here we
desire to say the charge, if any,
that will lie against us will be drawn
from our paper, now in the hands of
the Government, and not frcm the
reports, allegations, or even oaths of .

our enemies. If this were not the
case, we would, indeed, be alarmed.
We would make our peace with Al-migh- ty

God, put the sexton to work
on our grave and send for the un-

dertaker.
The gentlemen representing the

Government didn't talk with us long
nor say much, but one of them, Mr.
Fisher, let drop enough to convince
us that he had listened to some
frightful yarns. Among other things
he said: "We are going to have an
honest election down here this
time." "We." That means the
Government is going to see that we
have a fair election. That is great
and we told Mr. Fisher so, and that
we .were with him, and if he had
known us as the people of this coun-
ty have known us for nearly thirty
years in our fights for fair elections,
he would have had some idea of our
welcome fo Government aid, if that
is what 'he meant to imply, and we
hope it was. This affords us great
relief, for we know if the Govern-
ment takes a hand it will not be
healthy for the hordes of illegal
voters that were ripe for the ballot,
according to all previous signs, and
several well founded rumors.

In writing his Proverbs Solomon
says: "Whoso diggeth a pit shall
fall therein." Solomon was a wise
old Jew, and his sayings have often
come true. Those who have pro-

fited most by illegal votes, in calling
the agents of the Department of
Justice here, have inadvertently dug
their own political grave. But it
is a strange quirk of fate that the

'very one3 who most desire to put
over a crooked deal should manipu-
late their own undoing. --For once
in many years we can look forward
to an honest election, but after all,
this is due mainly to the fight put
up by the Democratic press of the
county which so bewildered the ene-
my that he stepped on the accelera-
tor of honesty when he meant to ap-

ply the brakes of rotten politics.
Perhaps they never once dreamed
that the Department of Justice
would send its agents down to su-

pervise and watch over our election,
as is now indicated is to be done.
Perhaps Governor Skin could also
be induced to call out HIS troops, as
he has so freely done to intimidate
the railroad devils who dared to go
on a strike for what they 'deemed
their rights. We are very sure
that with all the local and national
forces working together the purity
of the ballot box can be maintain-

ed, but it would require all these
should a repetition of 1919 and 1920
be attempted. The former date
refers to the infamous courthouse
election, don'tyerknow? That, the
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case of fraud, now in the United
States Supreme Court by the tena-
cious efforts of the people of this
county, and some of those who are
making the greatest roar for a fair
ballot are now remembered more
for their activities in that affair than
they are for any later day reforma-
tions they may pretend to espouse-Eve- n

the sheriff promises to get
busy, doubtless remembering wliat
happened at Deering in the court-
house election when, as strange as
it may seem, in comparison with all
the other parts of the county, to the
exclusion of Caruthersville, that
precinct went almost solid for the
bonding. Of course that was per-
fectly alright.

In the last week's Republican the
sheriff published the following:

LEGAL VOTERS ASSURED
OF ADEQUATE PROTECTION.

Every citizen that has resided in
the State of Missouri for one year
preceding the coming election and in
the county of Pemiscot sixty days
is a legal voter, unless his right to

vote has been taken away from him
under 'the Statutes of the State. .1

Every legal voter will be fully pro-
tected from interference or intimi-
dation at the coming election. Any
person who unlawfully interferes
with a legal voter or intimidates such,
voter, or attempts to intimidate a le-

gal voter or prevent such voter from,
casting his ballot, and any person in-
terfering with or molesting any legal
voter will be arrested and prosecuted
to the full extent of the law.

As sheriff of this county, I expect
to see the rights of all citizens pro-
tected, and every person entitled to
vote shall have an opportunity to cast
their ballot, if they desire, free of all
hindrances or molestations on the
part of any person.

W. P . ROBERTSON, Sheriff.
The sheriff for reason best known

to himself didn't ask us to publish
the above notice. We do so grat-
uitously, and are glad to be able to
aid him in his laudable purpose
whether he appreciates it or not. He
sought only the use of his party or-
gan for his publicity.

We are heartily with the sheriff
and so is every other law-abidin- g

citizen of the county, and that cov-
ers 99 per cent of our population.
No one knows of this unquestioned
respect of the law better than the
sheriff. We endorse his stand so
far as it goes, but it stops suddenly
and short just rearward of the real
and imminent danger. Nowhere
in his notice does the sheriff say
that the "illegal voter will be ar-

rested and prosecuted to the full ex-

tent of the law." The legal vot-

ers of Pemiscot county need no pro-
tection from the sheriff. Never
have and never will. There is not
one single case in all the past his-

tory of the county where the legal
voter has been intimidated or inter-
fered with, or has needed the least
protection from any' source. Did
the sheriff ever hear of such a case?
Can he name a single one? We can-
not, and we have been as close ob-

server of Pemiscot county affairs as
the sheriff has. Upon the other
hand, we have heard of illegal vot-Continu- ed
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