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One Good Merchant
in Every Town

aa aaiahluk a MoOtabU and Mtnvkit
astaw bwasas oat kaward uxt! liiNtuk tka

The Mardi Gras Mystery I1APPEMNCS
By H. BEDFORD-JONE- S

Coprrtaht kr lv.i.bl1r. Ca. in the Ei3
big ants

Movies Awaken Town From Long Sleep

a coupla o Bah for aupper." aav
nounced tha chauffeur, grinning. "Out
thlnga cleaned up fln. capnl To
wont know tha old aback

Hluod anougli," tald CratnonL
Hra, atap r tbla way t I want to

ahow you aoinetlnnK."
il ! Hammond to th rtult and

jh. mted out tha tlilo titm of oil on tha
urfuc.
"Thra our golden fonuna, aer-gea- nt

! Oil actually mmlng out of tha
ground! It Jon-- t hapcn ery often,
but It doea happen and thla la on of
th tlmea ill not bother to look

round any farther."
H'.lury br aald Hammond, atarlng

at th r1ult. ant to hit bark for
tow n r

"No; w cnuldnl gt bark until
oro tlm tonight, and th tvada

arent ery gmxl for n.tht w.rk I'm
going to get aotue Icawa around bar

perhapa I nn do It right away, and
well atarttiaik In th morning. Co

head nd get your fih"
Kegalnit g th bouae l, aaw that

Hammond had Indeed cleane) up la
great rtyl. and had the main room
l.klng clean aa a pin. with a fir pop.
plug n th heurth. II illd not paua
her. biv went to th car got In, and
tartd It H ,iri. ba.k to th road

and followed thia toward town for a
few r! turning n a't a lrg and
vry ile.-en- ! b l it f.c ! ,,! that
h had i.herel wl e pi ng It on
It e w ay out

H found th owmr an intelligent-appearin-

frrWe, drumg la aoma
rows f,.r milking, and waa a llttla
atanled to reallr that th afternoon
waa ao lat. Whn h a.tdreed tba
farmer In Kretub. b a car-
dial rply, and !l.i.ered that tbla
man owned t. imd arnwa th rdfrom th I.edanola rla.-th- bla

55 r-rQ- :

(,ak

SI KlNi;HtlJ. II I- .- Ileniadol a
lap Van Winkle town. Is awaken-tti-

from a cen'.ury of leep
Itholit telephone. autoinotbe.

r iroads or any modern couvenien.Ta.
ts town bad I'"" on In lt ui di
turt el way for a hundred jeara aleep
li g yulrtly In a hu world, until a
few .!) agw. when la "diov-rr-.I-

by a motion picture iiirert.-- r

.. I th nett inonilt t awwke to fame
. :' a column of ti la a liiooinii.g
tj, l.ew;-- r

C I. Vatuerd. looking for a "lor
i n" to film a country town
mn a. ru tl.e vliUge It baa no rail

aod half the Inhahltant claim
i.r to have een a ir n It ha o

p. I ure and of n e t adl.r
torn a ti.otloa picture ramrr Tb

Declares Aphrodite
A'JO - Tb lua I o'.'er ,tan.Cllll a rather age ! ar. j t nl: llertne

ar.d bla f. o, b Apt.rllt am a
hup In Judge Harry II li.l'.er t

oi.nroom
Heen.ea. II mat tie hered wa

r wli te-- l mea.r,ger w' tb Imm
l.ii of Moult olirnj.iiV the y.Ki'h of
Mercurial rtiartu and swlfTneav Apt.
r.-- 1 a si ;h dMIrltv, tt
I !! of maidenly rtianu and heaoty

Theref.e. I! waa a sh k wt.en
J. ti ! i'lnley, (Vvvti h..t le-- t

r.. Julge Mll;er"a iT.urte.;i aa! ao
Min el hlu.aeif s the llertnea tn th

-- f rd le.! Idill spui. la .t

toe tt Aphrm! t. otherwiae Ml
.Sarah Hawkins f lireenillle. !;.
who carr'e-- l a an t,..ter ml
t.!m up lr.t a wall bea be devel
wp-- an ar.tlpalhr tu matrlm- ni

H n.et her through reairin. mial
ad tn a he teat.fSe.
He wrote, and arah etit bm a pivot .1

of a "iiiov le i ir. t as brr van
l!e grea
"It w al wt,. mite ! rte Hemvea "

Mtllev le.!!!Se-i- . re'hlllg f.aT bit (if
"Me aa J I waa a'-'- wt !h lf"e!
fellow It hia. ry. ar. 1 I al-- ulj rvp;
I, .a a;w :a getting t.er heart

' I hutf d d"Wa to l.eee: :); aft !

met her That waa tl.e hi.w )ie

lo. kel aa Kir b like Aphrodite a an
dd. a;a lined bir lo4a lie Vlaa

o" War
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CHAPTER IX Continued.

"It rant h jnH.tii !" he muttered,
ending f.irther over. "Such tttUijf

happen to raruijr "
111! heart pounded violently;

aent the t,,H.l ruthlng to
aralu In blind. n swlrla. II w,n
gripped by tin- - I fever that come
upiia niuu when h nmke tin- -

touuaitii! diaoovery of utirl! wealth
lying at h! feet, pnn.e.l over and

by other and Iom
nien for da.va nn. I years!

It H oil. Ho ipjeatlotl about It. An
eitrvmely,. b'icI t quuntltv, true; no
alight (jtfmiuty Hint there t no
film on th water, no 1:ertl!Metate
to th water Crauiont trough! Il to
hit mouth nn 1 r.. shaking li.n head.

Wtirr did it from? It had no
WMievtlon Willi th gns bubble -- at
lst. It d.d not from the dome
Of water nn I Mow .ng he stood
there Unirijoi,! ,!.,! not know
Ills hrntn was afire with the tit.tl-tlet- .

At ii he Mirroi mio
ad a' a Mod i: th.- - nv.ii) t;,rik from

tlaie to t:ne hult.ng to wnnli the wa-

ter bel.w l.itn. to make f'l'f thnt hi
could mil d w orn the faint Irldeie
rem-- .

ii follow i It r.xl by isxl. and
found thnt It rspidly lnrreaed In
strength It iMi!-- t come from tonic very
tiny mtii o. hk Ht hand,
ttmt wa loot lu Ihe rmjou sitlio.it a

rapidly a It mine from th earth-depth- a

only an-lde- t tully would a
tniin e It- - not unt he were search-
ing th water close to the hank, iind
even thn only by th nn.- - of chance

Suddenly Craniont saw that he bad
lot th '.en. He halted

No. not h.t either: Just ahead of
him n a pavh of red and a

of th ahore II advanced
again. Inside t!, nv.li he found th
ally smear, mill to faint that h could
enly detect It Ht certain itnslea. danci-
ng up. 1' roil Id n"fen.-- at a little
dla'snce evidently th hour. Inry fen.-- e

f th leihino.s lar.d: th bushe and
tra tMiu.i-- d out hnr an 1 on at.-a-

waa fl.-iri- l irrour..! !! mr. thr mih
th bth. t'..lll of hmld.nc.

Volnt il.!iiiMinitr.ct.t wiri-- him.
Waa h to h th! af'T

II? Wn I, to t!nd thnt th awfat:
cam from croun I t.p'.onalnjr to om
on !? No ,e st.'j..d ha.-- haa'ily.
tarly In tin, to avoid ntumhlir.g Into

tiny trti-k- l if WHtr. a rlvuli-- t that
ran down Into th bayou, a tnhutary

!na!(tn!fl.-ari- t tt.it It waa lnv hi
ten few (iis'iint! Ar.d on th aurf.u

faint !r:i!i"o"n-- .

Kxrltriuent nstnit ant-- wl'hln him.
Oramont turnnd und follow.! Una rlv.
nlt, Mh aflam with !i!rna.
It l! Mm for twenty anil red
abrupt tr. In a biihh!:i:i Hiring that
wlld from put.h of low tr
eloitiHt lan.t Unit!'. f,t fi.lf l.i t,-

Inklnit In erns. nn I that t! i -- ..

waa a dip In the hereahout. a

wanipy l!"le si't;.n nil to . H

picked dry t.t i: :iv down on Ms

far, aonril. nig Hie wa'er with hly.
Moment after moment h

watching. I'reH.!y he
alight trh kle of ; Hgnin- -a trlikl . '

faint and allm that even here on the
aurfac of tie tiny rivulet, it co I, be
dlacerneil ,,r.!y with grent diflicuity. A

ry thin seepage, ui!.- -l Ira
mont: thin ..il. of course. So faint

little thing, to mean ao much!
It ram from the I.ed.'inola hind no

doubt of It. What d.d thnt mutter,
though? Ilia eea wlleiied wlih tlm-In- g

thoughts aa he gsire.i Uown at th
Blender thread of water. No matter
at all where thla mine from th
main point wai proven by It! Ther
waa oil here for the finding, oil down
In the thouaiinda of feet below, oil ao
thick rind ahundjint that it forced

up through the earth l!.urea to
find an outlet ! ,

"Inaiead of going down five or all
thousand feet." he thought, exultant-
ly, "we may bav to go down only aa
many hundrd. But first w muat get
an option or a lease on all th land
roundabout all w can aeeur! There
will be a tremendoua boom the uiln-ot- a

thla newa hrenka. If we get thoa
options, w can aell them over again
at a million ler rent profit, and even
If we don't ariike oil In paying quanti-
ties, we'll regain the cost of our drill-
ing I And to think of the years thla
baa been here, waiting for mine

"one
Suddenly he started violently. An

abrupt crashing of feet among the
bushes, an outbreak of voices, had
aoundd not far away Just tha othr
Ida of tha boundary fence. He wai

wakened from hla dreams, and started
to rise. Then he relaxed his muscles
and lay quiet, astonishment seizing
him; for be beard his own name men-

tioned In a voice that was strange to
him.

CHAPTER X.

The voice was strange to GramonL
yet he had a vague recollection of
baring at soma time heard It before.
It waa a Jaunty and Impudent voice,
very slf-assur- yet It bore a
startled and uneasy note, aa though
tba speaker had Just come unaware
ajpon the man whom he addressed.

"Howdy. Bherliri" It said. "Didn't
aaa you In thera what you doln' ao
far away from Houma, eh"

"Why. I've been looking over tha
plat aruoa nere," responded an-

other voice, which waa dry and grim.
"I know you, Ben Chacherre, and I
think 111 take you along with me. Just
com from New Orleans, did your

Hat Take roar Tba vole of
Cfcacherr ahiilled an sudden! t to

alarm, "inik her, aherlf. It waan't
in don It! it waa tiramont "

Ttier ram ailctii1. Not a aounl
hrok the atllln of th lata afler-niHi-i.

q
liramont, Ilatenlnj ny bwlldred

and brathlea. Iteti t'hiii'herr otmi

hr? I'.ratiiotit knew not lung of any
tl between Jaohlo fell anil I'lia-eberr-

Ii could only II In th rraaa
und wonder at th mun'a preene.

hat 'pla.,e" waa It that th ahrlff
of llouina had b-- n l.n.klng over? And

hat waa It that be. liramont. waa
au!'i"d to ha don

t'onfuM'd and woii.iertnc. 'irnmont
wait.!. And aa lie walte.!. h raught
a ft aound front the marshy
ground e him a fnint '"plop"" aa
though aoin ol.Je.-- t bad fallen ol
by on th wet graaa At th moment
I (aid no heed to thi a.iund. fur
agMln th uncanny allene had fHlln.

i Utenltir (Jratnont fnncit that h
aught alow utealihy f.Httep aiuld

the undergrowth, hut derh'ed th
fun 7 aa theer Inmginarlon ilia brain
waa buy with thia nw pf'-l'let-

Iloun.a, I knew wita the x-a- t of th
pr:!i or coutity. Tbla hachrre
ttplare.) to hitr aud letily and

th a',ei, t.
l.la ot.vlout alantt. and th -- herifT had
for aofii ren.in ilecbleij to arrent
him; ao ninth i clear.

Chachi-rr- e had ti;blnc to do with
th -j-da.-" did thai ir.ni th adja-
cent property, or th l.dun.;a farm?
In bU puzzled bew II lem.ent oer thla
Inibrogllo r.ramont f.r th moment
null forgot th trick! of oil at hla

t.

Hut aow th dp alien.- - b, am
ui natural and alnlater U ' at had i

hapwn!? Surely. IVn ri.acberr
had not to-e- arret. nn I t.,ken away
In n'jcb aleni-e- ' Why lad the r

o abruptly ceased Vaguely ur.raoy.
Hurtled br the prolongation of that

n!-ti- : ;iin-- . tiraniotit r..e to h:a
f..-- r and peered among tl e free. j

Th two kpeakera ee: e.) to ha
departed; l.e could ry nobody In
fight A te to one ,.)e fte (Jnt-

i". Tit a :w of tl Ian i adjoining th i

I.ediir.ola plui-e- . "I"t.i wu rearJ of'
all br.ib, and uud-- r !:. irtinien
"ka f t!. fur l. fr l.e had a gllmpae

a lrg.. vimtiier cottage boarded

. ,tfW- -

j

I

.

!

" j

'J
.i

An Abrupt Craaturg of Ft Amoej
th Busftea. an Oulbrjk of Vo.caa,
Had Sounded Not ftr Away.

up and apparently deserted Nearer
at hand, however, h aaw o:hr build
Inga. and thee drew hit attention. He
heard the throbbing pound of a motor
at work, an.l ua tnere waa no power
line along here, the place vldently
had Its own electrical plant. He
scrutinised the scene before him

There were two large buildings
bre. On seemed to be a large barn,
clowd, tb other waa a long, low
ahed whlrh was too large to b s
garag. Th door of this waa open,
and before tb owning liramont aaw
three men standing In talk; h recog-
nized none of them. Two of th talk-er- a

were clad In graay overalls, and
the third figure showed the flash of a
collar. The sheriff, Bo Chachrr.
und some other man, thought Ura-mon- t.

He would not have known Cha-
cherre had he encountered him face
to face. To him, the man was a name
only.

The mention of bla own name by
Chacherre Impelled him to go forward
and demand some explanation. Then
it occurred to him that perhaps ha
had made a mistake; It would have
been vry easy, for he wss not rennjn
that Chacherre bad referred to hlra.
There could be other Gramonts, or
other men whose name would have
much the same sound In a Creole
mouth.

"I'd better attend to my own bual-neaa,- "

thought firamont. and turned
away. He noticed that the motor had
ceaaed Its work. "Wonder what rich
chap can be down here at hla summer
cottage thla time of year? Iay ha
only a caretaker, though. Td better
give all my atf " to tbla oil, and
let other thing ,

Ha retraced hla atepa to tba bayou
bank and turnd back toward tba
house. Aa ha did ao, Hammond ap-
peared coming toward bin, knlfa in
hand.

"I'm going ta cat m a pole aad bxad

iLl 1 OJk ' .W IH

Id village (rial mill ia aHll grinding
away avry day with water frma tha
Mm spillway that supplied tie mlil
a century ago.

Hut now atrang things ar ban
lining In Hernadot lug sutomot'lle
whit through the village Ther la

tb unusual mix II f oil and gafc.l n

Th awirtiiig dust friii many p
niat'.c tlrea ditr-a- - th tewldered
It.hsblianta old ladies la ratiea
drve no l.mg. r go tb. ir quiri war to
the village "tore and long Hakered
old men no .ger raluiiy whl'tl th
hour awaj uieb r th v. Hag tr-- r

Tbrir ncrvev twlt.h and tJ da) la

bo Iwnger ra ia
Aloot the town gw un.jtoal b.klr.g

men with inera and tf aj'S'iir
tauan. ea Tt ar tt newic.g i Ic

ture (o p wbo are g...rg t pot
r.a lote ;n the f.ln.a llerrs.b't la

le j wiik'i g Some f the e.!et In

l.aMtanta think ll"a a a'ghtmare
There are tan H"V hu '.Id

Ing In the tlliag that aerve aa

stores, wber the a'nnpl wants of th
peopi ar r.ipt lle-- l The .n ar
quaint and .1.1 'i!.lml nf th eld
rui.alal and lril!k tvi
fence e) arate the ar.1s Old f
I. .(.el (tl.ti I 1o.kd la the
j.Mjr)a-.l- a

Was "Hard Boiled"

III n m. sS:.- rTra J
. - : . . . s.

t,

"After I eila.ned I aipevted
nd lait P'tl g ft wVa h ! an I

a trd d'ferev tly tha B at il l
drew be u and I Kiel me a.,
agalt at ll "all if tl rlie t a

).

"lt. ai. i1 we sh Mv iMak I
J irt mii w.ih ttiat wT a M

that I .! I tu g te bef kxn Slel
irafTj t.ee

Me acre ij,srrie,t taer't
f eif I. .yra later tv a ;a-fc- Q Ii t

ror. at It efvf v ' e , tn I

; re. tt-- t ge rt a .ai 'b tt.
fa e al.ee I atarte.! to

' , re waa a Hard wota
"sit

Ite.'ej aaM t e.a;t frvn tb
..erfa am, f the M aaatM

Apl n!!! the f.rt rf.ar.ra N g.- t,4
ti e b. ve. Tt-a- t w a la Marx h, aa 1

he tn t aera her to-- e rxar ha t
B bet

at of tie freet fntaa ri earth. aVjt
4 mi tcir ci ial to eher Inhsbitants

"I bate a .rttste sit day t ack that
nea t! all I can ajBt I w :i.l It
up M da and It run until atartat
with. mt ti.t a"rn!t- - or work I Bab

lK Ua a week, (.lay geif ttirea atvd
i laae up on Tt urw-ta- v tar t! benefit
"f rey girl ietnrpber. and piav th

all dav "Sunday
"i bay ! friend bee and ra

wee tl.etn In Bftreo anlnote To--J bav
altou! fiv In 'w Yok snd yu
cvmidn t fad them in a nnnth

"As as yn die ymill coitvc
by ber and foreier ktrk yoorwrlf for
eelng ootbir.g but high bull diaga tr'

fir ropa od stranger.
Mr I'rl.-e-. It's a dirty abam a &t

feilow Ilk yourwelf bat ta llv In
New Tork on trradrnltl. CVwn e
down to Arkartaaa I'll give yo my
rblrkrn arxl egg pmfts or ray bank
profit -- either Is ss ntnrfc ss yu rn

Jiend. ileal !, you ran llv with and
know forty f the net folks a
earth, beside thr thine

-- Wool HAIXWATKR

Riches With No. 1

i

rt of her days. New of tb etrange
search penetrated to Iraser Junction,
It waa said, and there Mrs. Untie
Ikick waa found living oulettv snd

ruing ber own living In th obacartty
or ttie itttie town.

The second wife hastened Immedi-
ately to the Wleronstn v!g lni) mrt
wife No. J. They came so CTilcago to-
gether, aceonling to Mr. Duffy, aad la
a conference arranged to complete
the method by wble tha original
wife wl be recompensed for bar

jTj L jNfcTJ
. t" ffvVv hIf T I i'1 l Lt 1 CJfigSyf 1574
JffJT1 Mwti 'V,Uj
I. fv JkgfSl ' vVjiSl

in ' jfr, C'e, (fJiV 1
Long-Soug- ht Contented Man Discovered?

JiMX j i

fnrm. la fa.-t- . errl hundred
acrea

"Who ur tt, l;m neit to tb
I edanola pin." inquired .rm..ot.

"I a. ! tt oT m I.in l a evupl of
jeara ago" re I.e.! the other. "A luaa
from New irti-;,i.- a w ! It for a
umrrer piai e a b'i.i i.mn thera.

lald'.r 'It; !u..-r- t

iun.ber'a - Memd.; lry" t!um-t.erta- !

lie i.ame faabe.i to Cra-timnt'- a

mind, and brought the
of c..nrriiation illli Hammond.

Why. uti'tert wa tie famuua crook, ,....... ,, ... .
f I aO ken

"I aaw Me sher? a while gj head
Ir.g i.j. tie the Ctwla.
"I 'Id "'I V. rr! Mm "

liramont ' bis bead. "No. but
I w eernl n.en at tie liinitrta
place l'er,; a w it tlere.

"Ni)( tlere. ! gye." and th farm-
er tiughel Th..e ffli. I e ri nt-- j

! tt pla.-- fr.-f.- i Jut I hear;
they're !n. r.!..r Rr.. r, :iet ei.ee kh
C.en. Tel. re a fctrier ere '

.rnmo!.t inttvda. l t marlf n a

of M. l.ei'ar, : and ' rd
fr.ir.klv !. he wa !

sr.! t.;.e. f,, .'ri't CB ler nd
"I d ke c; t,. r fr-- ti os

he w on. "I i. n't war but t T

land !.t all.- lat I w at a rlM 'a
drill f..r ol on ! m a"
tip M I !.:' In:
gar-hie- vi knew I'll gl r
buret r.l .!..lar f. f t' e ;. ;.e J. .! t1

UuM elgl.th ,n'rrt In ny I

foimd I've no tciil-- hi k w'.'ti t,..
but If you'll the me ' e .j . r. a
algt ed rneR.orarid-it- w he n: rely
auitlelrnt "

1 1 e fanner ti--r nn! .1 I

and aald an. 1 l.e In 'red
l.oveer. and the prw;-er!- e.ghth
lnter.t, were at;f".rier.t to is. lu.e t.lm
to part wltb the ip:..n w !t,out any
delay lie waa onlv t' g nd to get
the thing do;e w .ili at ,n e &! to
H.ket ilranionf'a money

liramont droe away and wr, juat
coming to the Idanoi ."rlv when h
suddenly threw on the brakes und
halt! th car. listening i rem aemsv ;

wher ahead of h;m tt,e IuriJ.erla
place, be thought instantly echoed a
shot, and aeteral faint ahotitt Tho '

silence again.
(Iramont pauae.1 indclai Tb

ahrl!T was making an arret, ha :

thought, A buridre.1 poasihshtira flit-te- d

through bla brain. ugried by
th alniater combination of Mempbla ;

Iny. known even to Hammand as a
prince among crooks, with thla se-
cluded plae leased by "Inventora." '

Bootlegging? Counterfeiting?
Aa tie paused, thus, he suddenly j

started; be waa certain that he had
caught the tones of Hammond, aa
though In a sudden uplifted oath of
anger, (in mont (hrew In his rlutch
snd sent th car Jumping forward ha '

remembered that be had left Ham- -
niond hxld the rivulet, cloa to tba
llumherta property. Whet bad hap-- j

pnd?
He cam, after a moment of Inpt- -

tlenc. to an ojien gat who drive
led to th tlumberts tdsc. ltfor hlra.
aa be turned In. unfolded a startling '

Three men. tba saw threw '

whom he bad en from th buahea,
were atandlng In front of the low
shed; two of them held rifles, tha
third, one of the "inventors" In over- - j

alls, was winding a bandage about a
bleeding band. The two rifles were J

looaely leveled at Hammond, who
atood In the center of th group with j

hla arms In the air.
(TO BK CONTliVtlED.)

Don't rill It,
A hot-wat- bottle should never ba

really tilled. If It la to bs put aa a
bed to warm it hava It only about
three-quarte- rs full.

Forty-at- g mllea of shlrlag ar r
qulred for tba collection of lOutVOOO

book in tba British Biaaaaak

LITTI.K Hlw'K. AltK - A

from Wood italnwater.
president of tb Kainwaier bank of
Morrtltua and on of tb beat known
members of tb Arkansas Basking as-

sociation, ta puhltafied by t'omtnere
sod Finance, a banking publication of
Nw York. Tb letter decline an
offer of Mr. italnwater to beeum s
tnetuber of th stsff snd sets out fully
tb raons for rejecting tb iffer.

l!r. Rainwater's letter follows:
"IVar Mr I'rlr: Ton request my

ervlce to help edit Comtaere sod
Finance. I couldn't think of It I
llv In a llttl town la Arkansas with

Wife No. 2 to Share
CHICAGO. Wife No. lleerted

year ago snd wife No 2. pn
ent partaker of th rtcbe ibn Il.rk,
formerly of Chicago and now of Cali-
fornia, won In th gold fields of A'a
ka. met her and arranged legally that
the deaerted wife should have financial
bairn. This was th announcement of
Attorney John T. Duffy, who sajs
they enfrrd In his offW.

When Mr. Eleanor IWte. wlf of
Hock's golden year, arrived her aev-er-

day ago In ber role as "gtMwi

angel." seeking to repay the wf who
stood staunchly by Hock In his drab
junv ah robrnrd publicity agrly

until tha first wife waa located In
Dreaaer Junction, Wla

The Idea of seeking out Mrs, Lottie
Bock was the second wife's, according
to tbe story she told when she arrived
here. Years after their marriage ber
rich husband confd that he bad
deserted a wife la Chicago, lie
rvromply acceded to her plan that wife
Mo. 1 should be aoaght out at once
and takes ear af financially foe tba laa year. W. H. 0, IT. tOUl. NO.


