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OUR "BREAK" AT SAN

Some weeks ago we addressed
a body of members of the
B'nai B'rith Lodge at San An-

tonio. A number of speakers
preceded us, and finally our
turn came. The men who pre-

ceded us stressed and restress-e- d

the thought that we are
"Americans first." They spoke
of our patriotism and what we
had done in the war; they spoke
of the precious treasure that we
as well as others fought for;
and they spoke of the fact that
B'nai B'rithism stood for loyal-
ty and patriotism. And they
finished by repeating the watch-
word of the gentleman who
spoke first, namely, that we are
Americans first.

This all was true. But it
struck us very forcibly that
while every speaker emphasized
his Americanism, there was not
one who emphasized his Juda-
ism. Not that they were not
Jews for every man there was
there because of his interest in
Judaism. But it just appeared
to us that it was passing
strange that not one man
stressed his religion. And when
we were called upon we stated
what we had to say.

And our remarks contained
the thought that while it was
true that we were Americans
first POLITICALLY, it was
equally true that we are Jews
first RELIGIOUSLY. We felt
and we feel now that it is only
a most superficial mind that
will orate about being Amer-
icans first, and forget that we
are or we ought to be just as
loyal to our religion, as we are
to our country.

When we drew the compari-
son between country and faith,
and said that so far as we are
concerned we are no less Jewish
than American, we saw a vis-

ible "falling of the faces," to
use a Biblical expression. Hor-

ror was pictured upon the coun-

tenances of some of our friends.
We surely had made a terrible
"break." We had been guilty of
treason, and had immediately
joined the ranks of the "Huns."
We were more than disloyal and
unpatriotic we were blasphem-
ous.

It does not take one who is
experienced on his feet long to
feel the pulse of his auditors.

When we said that we were
Americans first politically, and
nationally, but a Jew first relig-

iously, one side of the house ap-

plauded, the other side sat
mute. We went cn to explain
that there is nothing in the or-

ganic law of the United States
which precludes a man's being
first an American by national-
ity, and equally first, a so

by faith. We went on to say
that there is or rather there
was, a very definite distinction
between one's faith and one's
nationality, in the minds of the
founders. We went on to say
that there is no conflict between
Americanism as conceived by
the Founders and Judaism and
therefore we are Americans
first when it comes to country,
and Jews first, when it comes to
religion.

But the real bomb was ex-

ploded a moment later, when we
said what we have said before,
and repeat again, that should
the forces which are at present
working to make of Americans
a religious sect, win, we should
then reserve the right to quali-
fy our Americanism. We said
then, and we repeat again, that
should the Woman's Christian
Temperance Union, the Ameri-
can Sunday League, and similar
institutions become so strong as
to be able to "tack" on amend-
ments to the Constitution of
the United States, making this
a CHRISTIAN land then, we
for one, would certainly not feel
ourselves an American, first.

It was this final remark that
produced the scandal and the
terrible "break" about which
we have heard since. We saw
one or two of the men who
were listening almost sink into
their chairs. We could see the
palpable impression; we could
in fact feel a chilled atmos-
phere. Faces were tense, and it
seemed to us that just at that
moment, the one particular por-
tion of our auditors to which we
referred a minuite ago, saw
black visions of Ford's fingers
shaking in their faces, to the
tune, of "I told you, the Jews
are traitors."

We said further that our par-
ents came to this country to
find religious freedom, and to
grasp that opportunity about
which they had heard from
others who came and who wish-
ed to settle here, become a part

of the American people, believe
as their consciences dictated, re-

main true to the ideal of their
adopted land, and true to the
religion of their fathers. That
is why they came; but that is
also why Roger Williams found-

ed Rhode Island and why Wil-

liam Penn bought Pennsylvania.
That is why until recent times,
the best minds of' America,
fought and continue to fight for
the old ideals. We said then and
we repeat again, that before we
would submit to the sectarian-izatio- n

of our country, and to
the Christianization of our be-

loved land, we would take the
same privilege our fathers took,
and seek the shores of a land
where we would have freedom
of thought and liberty of relig-
ious practice. We are for Ameri-
ca first, it is our country, our
land; but it is just this because
of the ideals which it teaches,
and because of the ideals upon
which it is founded. And just as
we are Americans first nation-
ally, so I repeat, are we Jews
first religiously.

It has been several weeks
since our talk in San Antonio
was delivered. We have revert-
ed to it in our mind, several
times. The circumstances under
which the talk was delivered,
impressed themselves upon our
mind. We feel that we were
right. The time is coming when
the liberal minded true Ameri-
cans of all faiths, will have to
stand upon the common plat-
form of loyalty to our country
as well as to the faith of their
fathers. Take out freedom of
conscience as it relates itself to
one's faith, and the. foundations
of America are weakened; and
sectarianize the Constitution,
and the noble structure which
is symbolized in the Statue of
Liberty, falls to the ground.

Our San Antonio friends
those who think we made a
"break" are wrong. The day
of Marrano Jewry is past; the
day for the strong dignified and
open stand for one's faith is at
hand. Let us Jews not deceive
ourselves. There are Christian
sectarian organizations which
are devoting their every nerve
and fiber to the Christianization
of the land, and to tne securing
of amendments to the Constitu-
tion, which will give a Christian
Sunday, and other Christian
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motives. To these we are op- -'

posed opposed to them as Am-
ericans and as Jews; to these
we are opposed openly and em-

phatically, and we feel that all
who think as we do, should op
pose them.

It is true that in a democrat-
ic republic, the majority gov-

erns; but it is equally true, that
the majority should govern
with a proper regard for the
rights and the privileges of the
minority. If these are ignored,
our republic loses the best of its
ideals; it loses that very undy-
ing appeal that it has for its
defenders it loses that very
unique characteristic which has
made it the greatest republic
the world has ever had. If the
majority should make this a
CHRISTIAN country, and if
our being Americans first,
would carry with it the obliga-
tion to be Christians first, then
we would do just what our fath-
ers did, we would refuse to
wear the emblem of Christian-
ity, we would still be Jews in
religion, and we would trek out
and establish a home where we
could be, as far as religion is
concerned, Jews first.

And that we are right in our
contentions is clear to us in
fact so clear, that we would be
willing to submit the issue to
any body of nationally-know- n

Americans, let them be non-Jew- s,

from President Harding
down.

AN EXAMPLE WORTH
WHILE.

At the recent convention of
the B'nai B'rith in Dallas, the
following gifts were announced
by the executors of the estate
of the late Anna R. Meyer:

One thousand dollars for the --

Leo N. Levi Hospital.
Two thousand dollars for the

Jewish Orphans Home.
Two thousand dollars for the

Old People's Home, all of Dis-
trict No. 7.

The gifts were announced by
two of the executors of the es-

tate, Rabbi Harry Merfield and
Mr. Adolph Wolff. The whole
estate has a value of about
$150,000 and the income is to
be devoted to religious and ed-

ucational purposes.
We need more foundations of

this sort people can't take
their wealth along with them;.
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