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To the Thirty-Secon- d Annual Conven-

tion of the Central Conference
of American Rabbis,

Washington, D. C, April 13, 1921.

To the Members of the Central Con-feren-

of American Rabbis:
Fortunately, however, though I am

no more blind than others to the ris-

ing tide of I feel jus-

tified in speaking a word of great en-

couragement and of high hope at this
time. I am convinced, as all must be,
who do not content themselves with
observing conditions merely superfi-
cially, that as a result of the attacks
that have been directed against us,
there has been bom within the Jew
himself a keener
a finer appreciation of his part and
place in life, a more intense Jewish
ness, and an abler consecration to the
task with which through the ages he
has been entrusted.

I make the assertion without fear
of successful contradiction, that today
there are more Jews in America con-

scious of the dignity of being Jews
than there have ever been before; that
there prevails among our people less
of a sense of martyrdom and more of
a sense of spiritual mastery; that
there are more Jews willing to make
high sacrifices for their fathers' faith
than there have been for many years;
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that in a word, today Judaism means
more to more people, in this country
at least, than it ever did in all our
history.

What has contributed to this very
happy as much as anything
else is, I believe, the sense of fair
play on the part of the American peo-

ple. I am glad to make this statement
in this, the capital of our country, and
therefore the center of the nation's
life. I hold that the protest against

m that recently went
forth under the signature of Wood-ro- w

Wilson, then President of the
United States, of Wil-

liam Howard Taft, the great Ameri-ca- n,

of Cardinal O'Connell and other
dignitaries of the Christian church of
all denominations, of eminent educa-

tors and far seeing statesmen, voiced

eloquently and with deep sincerity,
the indignation that normally fills

the souls of the American people
when American ideals are dragged
into the dust and by that fact that
the permanence of American Institu-

tions is threatened. In that protest
the spirit of America found voice.

It is no small tribute that 1 pay
to our country and our countrymen
when I say out of my heart that I be-

lieve that had we Jews not said one
aingle word in protest against the In-

justices or in answer to the misrepre-

sentations under which we have suf- -
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fered, this voice of America would
have spoken out in terms so clear and
so unambiguous that however they
might continue their mouthings, our
detractors would be held by Ameri-

cana of Christian faith to be un-

christian and
Conditions Abroad.

In sad and striking contrast to this
hopeful note which may be sounded

as to the condition of the Jew in our
beloved country, is the pitiable tale
that must be told about the sufferings
of our brethren abroad Words are too
weak to describe the penury and the
poverty, the suffering, moral and phy-

sical, of which our brethren across
the seas continue to be the hapless
victims.

Should it be found that because of
lack of means or for any other reason
the Joint Distribution Committee
shall not be in position to continue to
provide adequately for the mainten-

ance of the rabbis and scholars
abroad, we recommend that this Con-

ference, through it constituted mem-

bers, address itself directly to the va-

rious communities of this country,
asking for funds for the support of
these men to whom the Jewry of the
world is indebted and upon whom rests
the responsibility for the maintenance
cf the morale of our people abrtad.

Wo recommend that this Confer
enc address itself to the great church
organisations of this country, like the
Federal Council of the Church of
Christ in America, and to the author
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ized representatives of the Roman
Catholic Church calling upon them
as Christian men and women to
speak out their protest against the
calling of this World anti-Semit- ic

Conference as subversive of every
righteous principle for which religion
stands and especially as a crowning
insult to the spirit of brotherhood to
the spread of which the Christian
Church stands committed.

And further we recommend that a
petition be addressed to the President
(f the United States and to our Na-

tional Congress calling upon them to
use such means as may be at their
dispocal to suggest to the govern-

ments of such other states and na-

tions as they may under the rules of
d'pVmscy, to take all possible meas-

ures to prevent the calling of this
world and to the permanence of dem-

ocratic institutions.
We Jews go the full length with

those who would exclude from Ameri-

can hospitality the pauper, the in-

sane, the criminal, the anarchist; in
fret, all whose physical or moral de-

fects would logically make them de-

pendents or, what is worse, a source
of danger to our country and its in-

stitutions.

But on the other hand ,we believe

that it would be contrary to the iplr-i- t
in which our republic was conceiv-

ed and subversive to the principles

upon which it was builded by the fa-

thers, to close the doors of this ed

on Page 16).


