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NOT A WATCH OR JEWELRY TO 
VULGARLY FLAUNT IN PURLIC 

. j  -  y . .  

Neither Do the Good Citizens Pedal Bicycles 
Nor Indulge in World's Luxuries, Say 

All Assessors. 
There is not a diamond in Valley 

City. There 'Is not the semblance of 
a watch nor the' faintest shimmer of 
jewelry or personal adornment, flaunt
ed in an egotistical display of wealth, 
within the boundary lines of the city 
of "high Mows'* and, culture. There 
is not a bicycle. No personal valu
ables here to incubate the cleptoma-
niac or entice the burglar from afar. 
Valley City is positively free, from 
any smuggling scandal-

All the foregoing facts' are true but 
the good citizens of Valley City did 
not know it until the State Board of 
Equalization returned the personal 
property list of appraised valuation, 
which originated with the township 
assessor, to County Auditor 'Nelson, 
with the state of North Dakota's 
stamp of approval. 

The assessment sheet shows that 
the assessor, always on the alert, sus
picious, ferret-like, failed to discover 
a real diamond or even a phoney 
'frorth mentioning in the most exclu
sive mansions of the elite, to say noth
ing of the complete absence of 
watches, jewelry and gaudy adorn
ment such as worn by the aborigines 
of darkest Africa. A rumor was once 
current that women in the ultra-fash
ionable set had adopted the latest fad 
of wearing anklets, 'but of course, an 
assessor is not supposed to find every
thing. 

The charming modesty that has sud
denly been revealed Hby the State 
[Board of Equalization is not all in 
Valley City. ®arnes county is full of 
it. Under the head of "diamonds, 
watches and jewelry" the assessors 
learned that all of the country had 
not lived up to the good old Puritan 
standard—there are certain blase per
sons in the county who are brandish
ing an aggregate of $136 worth. The 
assessors did not name names, "but 
he did tell the state board where these 
persons live. 

Some of this vulgar display of 
wealth may be seen in the village of 
Nome. This may be accounted for 
by the Alaskan tendencies of its in
habitants, but why the people of Oak-
hill and Getchell townships insist upon 
reveling in a regular orgy of brilliants 
and pomp, the assessor can not ex
plain. 

There may be some who think the 
assessors used the personal property 
list and the state board of equaliza
tion as a subterfuge to "bawl out" the 
citizens of Valley 'City on an assump
tion that they would be guilty of 
flaunting paste diamonds, second hand 
dollar watches and peddlfers' jewelry 
before the public, but the assessors 
are not that kind of men. Neither are 
the good citizens of Valley City. 

In keeping with their modest taste 
for personal adornment the citizens of 

Barnes county display in their 
homes only $46 worth of gold and sil
ver plate and plated ware, and have 
been extravagant in the pursuit of 
recreation and pleasure to the extent 
of '$35, carelessly "blowed in" on 
steamboats and vessels of every de
scription. For a diversion, the pleas
ure seeking element in the county has 
$61 Invested in bicycles, but not one 

of these self propelled conveyances 
was found in Valley City. No, slr-ee, 
notwithstanding reports tha* some of 
the people here have wheels. 

Oakhlll township, with its treasure 
laden population, caused the first ser
ious disagreement between the Barnes 
county assessors and board of equali
zation with the state board, by boast
ing of three work oxen, valued at $15 
each'. The 'board would not stand for 
it, so long as the township flashed 
diamonds and jewelry, and raised the 
appraisement 20 per cent. It was em
phatic in declaring that people who 
can afford work oxen must pay for 
them. Before the heat of the argu
ment cooled, the state board raised 
the value of all other cattle, "three 
years old and over,'' placed at $2,660, 
10 per cent. 

This satisfied the parsimony of the 
state board until it camc} to hogs.. The 
state board thinks hogs are hogs, and 
raised the assessment of $12,492 on 
4,161 of this species of animal, 10 per 
cent. 

Passing up 1,266 sleighs and sleds 
at $6,373, and the five bicycles in the 
county with an aggregate value of 
$61, the state board disagreed with 
local tax fixers on automobiles. The 
smooth roads of the county had rattled 
the 355 automobiles down to exactly 
$107.14 apiece, according to the esti
mate given by the owners, but the 
state board drew a long breath and 
raised the assessment 63 per cent. 
This seemed to have whetted the ap
petite of the state board for more 
money,; for it jumped the valuation of 
$33,179 on 6'34 pianos 15 per cent. 

There are 40 gasoline traction en
gines, which were valued at $5,999. 
Right here the state board smelled 
gasoline again, the engineers being 
just as careless as the chauffeurs 
about using a deodorizer, and they 
will have to pay 33 1-3 per cent more 
for their negligence. 

As there has been only one circus 
in the city this year to carry qfway the 
money and the farmers are assured 
bumper crops, it is expected the funds 
will be raised to satisfy the yawning 
maw of the state board of equaliza
tion, but if the people of Valley City 
had been extravagant and spent their 
money for diamonds, watches, jewelry 
and bicycles, the county would prob
ably go into the hands of a receiver 
when the citizens are called upon to 
buy coal and pay taxes at the same 
time. 

The total assessed valuation of all 
personal property was placed by the 
state board at $1,629,877, an increase 
of $32,476 oVer that fixed by the coun
ty board. The county board assess
ment was $1,497,401; the town board, 
$1,410,036; assessors' returns, $<1,337,-
964. Following are the assessments 
as fixed by the state board: 

"Horses^—One year old, 1,603, $24,-
203; average $15 09; two years old, 
1,386, $34,787,' average $25.09; three 
years old and over, 12,001, $442,860, 
average $36.90; stallions, 57' $9,501, 
average, $166.08. 
/ Cattle—One year old, 3,245, $19,454, 
average, $5.99; two years old, 1,627, 

(Continued on Page Eight) 

Make Home 
Beautiful 

n 

At moderate expend
iture for Furniture by giv
ing us an idea of what 
you want for your various apartmeits and leting us aid 
you with our free suggestions and advice and then show
ing you the Furniture, Carpets, Rugs and Drapery itself. 
W* look to you to make our store bigger and 
better. Your trade, your suggestions, your good word 
will make it possible to buy better for your needs. The 
larger we grow the morev service we can give. Your 
loyalty, to us comes back to you in better prices. You 
KNOW our goods are right. Your good will is our best 
advertisement, we want it. : 

JOHN HALVERSON 
PHONE: 27C-J ££| 

North Dakota Express 
Rates Held Excessive 

RAILWAY COMIMI83ION ASKED TO 

REDUCE THEM TO BASIS OF 

SOUTH DAKOTA. 

Grand Forks, IN. D., August 24.-
The Railway Commission of iNorth 
Dakota is asked to put into effect a 
lower schedule of express rates in this 
state. A special meeting of the com
mission was called in Grand (Forks, 
Wednesday,. August 21, at whicji time 
the Grand Forks Commercial culb pre
sented briefs and tables of compara
tive rates, showing that North Dakota 
rates are very much higher than the 
rates charged in other states similarly 
situated. These tables show that 
North Dakota rates are often nearly 
double the rates for other states. 

The following table gives a few 
comparisons and furnishes- food for 
thought. (Rates quoted in cents per 
one hifndred pounds.) 
Miles 1A 2A 

.30 

.30 

.30 
50 75 .35 
70 90 .35 

.35 
150 1.25 .50 

.70 
250 1.60 .90 

(1A—Mdse. rate proposed by N. D. 
Commission.) 

(2A—'Present South Dakota mdse. 
rate.) 

It will be noted that the rates in 
South Dakota are very much lower, 
especially in the distance zones, where 
most of the traffic comes. A reason
able reduction in express rates will 
mean an enormous saving to 'North 
Dakotans, and the Grand Forks club 
asks for a arte as low as the South 
Dakota rate 

Figures Show Size of 
Big Bumper Crop 

REPORTS FROM EVERY PART OF 
STA.TE BEARING OUT EARLY 

INDICATIONS OF YIELD. 

Minneapolis, Aug. 27.—The Union 
Investment Company has received re
ports from North 'Dakota that tend to 
show that a bumper crop will be har
vested in that state this fall. Recent
ly the company sent out requests for 
a report from every section of the 
state. Every county was canvassed, 
and the latest reports received tend 
to show that the estimates made by 
the government bureau of agriculture 
were not too optimistic. 

The replies received from North 
'Dakota follow, giving the average 
yield of wheat, barley and oats to the 
acre for each county as follows: 
"County— Replies. Wht. Bly. Ots. 
Adams 7 18 31 46 
Barnes 17 22 31 42 
Benson 11 18 28 38 
Billings 4 19 33 45 
Bottineau 20 17 29 41 
(Bowman 6 16 24 33 
IBurke 8 20 42 48 
Burleigh 5 18 29 39 
Cass 19 
Cavalier 14 
Dickey 8 
Divide 8 
Dunn 2 
Eddy 5 
Emmons 9 
Foster 6 
Grand Forks 10 
Griggs 5 
(Hettinger 7 
Kidder 5 
(La Moure ........ 12 
McHenry 19 
•Mclntftsh 6 
McKenzie 3 
McLean 17 
Mercer i 3 
Morton .. 
Mountrail 
Nelson .. 
Oliver ... 
Pembina 
PJerce ... 
Ramsey . 
Ransom . 
(Renville . 
'Richland 
(Rolette 
Sheridan 
Stark 
Steele 
Stutsman^ 
Towner T. 
Traill 
Walsh 
Ward 
Wells 
Williams 

Average for state—Wheat, 
barley, 3;0.0; oats, ?9,S>. 
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1 

13 
5 

10 
4 

10 
17 

8 
4 
9 
9 

15 
11 
8 

14 
21 
16 
16 

19 
17 
16 
20 
18 
16 
16 
18 
18 
25 
16 
17 
19 
15 
16 
18 
19 
19 
18 
14 
21 
18 
21 
19 
19 
17 
15 
16 
19 
18 
18 
18 
18 
15 
16 
21 
16 
16 
IS 
18 
15 
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28 
33 
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24 
42 
29 
29 
34 
34 
43 
30 
29 
31 

"26 

28 
31' 
33 
34 
40 
22 
26 
33 
28 
33 
19 
31 
28 
30 
26 
30 
33 

44 
46 
46 
50 
38 
35 
34 
39 
36 
44 
45 
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41 
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45 
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45 
40 
39 
30 
35 
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Nimrods Preparing 
For Annual Sport 

OVERHAULING OUTFITS TO BE IN 

READINES8 FOR OPENING 

8EPTEMBER 7. 

Guns are being polished and oiled, 
hunting outfits overhauled and new 
aocouterments added to the general 
equipment of the army that is to move 
against the snipe, prairie chicken, 
grouse, plover, ducks and geese bright 
and early on the morning of Sept. 7. 
Game is said to be plentiful this year 
and indications point to an exception
ally good season for sport and dainty 
dishes that can only be had during the 
hunting season. 

While all nimrods had the date of 
the opening of the season thoroughly 
fixed in their minds months ago and 
began preparations along in July, 
many have overlooked one important 
matter—a hunter's license. Up to the 
present time County Auditor Nelson 
has issued 89 permits. As the matter 
of procuring a license is usually left 
until the last moment, the auditor has 
made preparations for the annual rush 
by establishing agencies throughout 
the county. 

Hunting licenses may be obtained at 
the following places: 

Valley City—County Auditor's office 
and Winkler's Cigar Store. 

Katbryn—'Nick Runck. 
Fingal—A. 'H. Moede. 
Litchville—'A. iP. Hanson. 
(Lucca—L. C. Carver. 
Leal—J. O. Jenson. 
Rogers—John McFadgen. 
Pillsbury-—Security 'State Bank. 
Hastings—A. J. Salthammer. 
Sanborn—'E. E. Grasswick. 
Wimbledon, Dazey, Eckelson, Oris-

ka, Cuba and Nome have not yet ap
plied for agencies, but they will be 
supplied with licenses by the auditor 
as soon as applications are received. 

Some sportsmen having a license ob
tained last spring are of the opinion 
that they must procure a new one for 
this fall. The law provides that all 
licenses Obtained during the year 1912 
are good till December 15, 1912, at 
the close of the general hunting sea
son. 

"M FARMER USES SHOTGUN TO 
PRECIOUS HARVEST HAND ON PLKE 

James Schouler Adopts Drastic Method Wkej| 
George Eberhardt Startes to Leave a Big <" 

Vacancy In the Fields. 

Sudden Stop Starts 
Things at Oriska 

The Oriksa Sentinel gives this 
graphic description of an exciting 
runaway last week: 

"Alfred Moynaugh and Johnny Word 
were participants in an exciting run
away last Monday morning. The two 
were driving along 'Main street near 
the Catholic church, where the horse 
was stopped to let Johnny off. The 
sudden stop caused Alfred to lurch for
ward off the barrel on which he was 
seated, whereupon the horse became 
frightened and started on a gallop up 
the street. Young Moynaugh had 
clutched one of the shafts and held on 
in this precarious position. 

"Just as the horse turned east near 
the drug store h© was stopped by 
Wm. Trader. Young Moynaugh had, 
in the meantime, flung himself from 
hisi position and escaped without in
jury; while Johnny, though badly 
scared, had stayed in the buggy and 
was none the worse for his experi-
ence.'' 

Harvest help is so precious in North 
Dakota that James Schouler, a farmer 
living in Baldwin township, twenty-
one miles northeast of the city, adopt
ed shot gun methods yesterday noon 
to keep his hired men. On acoount 
of poor marksmanship, no one was in
jured, but Schouler is now under ar
rest on a charge of assault with a 
deadly weapon. He will be brought 
to Valley City tonight by Sheriff Sten-
shoel. 

, -vfy" 
Schouler has been having trouble 

getting help, and it appears *1111 more 
trouble keeping help. IWhen George 
Eberhardt, of Wisconsin, started to 
leave the farm after a controversy, it 
is said Schouler got his shot gun andt 
fired at his vanishing hired man. : 

'Eberhardt kept going until out of 
range, and did not return for explana
tions. This morning he appeared in 
Justice Moe's court and obtained m 
warrant for Schouler. 

COL. ROOSEVELT WILL SPEAK 
IN VALLEY CITY SEPTEMBER 6 

In Response to Request of Darby O'Malley, DIXOB 
Arranges Itinerary So This City May 

Listen to Twilight Address. 
Colonel Roosevelt will speak in Val

ley City on his way from Fargo, where 
he is to deliver an address before the 
state progressive convention Sept. 6. 
It will be a rear platform speech and 
the only one to be delivered in North 
Dakota other than the address at 
Fargo. 

Colonel Roosevelt will leave Fargo 
on Northern Pacific train No. 5, Sepv. 
6, which arrives here at 5:43 p. in., 
and arrangements have already been 
made for the train to stop here for 
the national progressive leader to de
liver an address from the rear plat
form. The hour No. 5 arrives is the 
best in the day for a rear platform 
speech, considering the convenience to 
business and wording men, and it is 
expected that there will be all the way 
from 5,000 to 7,000 people packed 
about the Northern Pacific tracks to 
listen to the speech. 

Darby O'Malley, who has the dis
tinction of being the original circula
tor of a Roosevelt petition for a presi
dential preference primary, last week 

telegraphed George M. Dixon, Colonel 
Roosevelt's campaign manager, re
questing the Colonel to stop here <u» 
his trip west and deliver a speechu 
This morning Mr. O'Malley received s. 
letter from Mr. Dixon, thanking Mm 
for the invitation and pledging him 
that Colonel Roosevelt will be highly 
pleased to say something in the city 
where the necleus of the great ma
chinery that put the national progres
sive movement in motion, started front 
the O'Malley petition. Mr. Dixon in
formed Mr. O'Malley that the Colonel's1 

itinerary will be so arranged that he-
may leave Fargo on No- 5, and arrive 
in Valley City at the most advantag
eous hour for all persons to hear him:_ 

Upon receipt oi the letter from Man
ager Dixon, Mr. O'Malley immediately" 
started out to organize a big reception,':: 
for the colonel. It is expected that-
definite arrangements will be made by-

the first of the week, and the. colonel 
will be given one of the biggest re
ceptions that will be tendered hin» 
anywhere along the line of his west
ern itinerary. 

4 
1 s-1 

Want $10,000 For 
Campaign Treasure 

Grand Forks, N. D., Aug% 28.—(Spe
cial)—Democrats of the state, appoint
ed recently as members of a commit
tee to solicit funds to carry on the 
campaign this fall, are at work in an 
effort to collect the money needed. It 
has been proposed to collect $10,000, 
and that amount has been apportioned 
to the three congressional districts. 
Committees for each congressional 
district are in charge of the work of 
securing the amount asked. 

The plans for the democratic 
achievement ban<iuet which will be 
held in Bismarck Sept. 3, are proceed
ing rapidly, and the indications are 
that there will be a large attendance. 

CITY AUDITOR BOYD 

BECOMES SUDDENLY ILL 

City Auditor M. J. "Boyd became sud
denly ill in his office in the city hall 
last night, and it was necessary to 
take him home. It was feared for a 
time that he was in a 
tion, but today his physician 
nounces that he is getting along nice
ly, and will soon be out 

Lee Combs Out of 
Race for Judgeship 

Lee Combs today issued an official 
announcement that he will withdraw 
from the race for judge of the Fifth 
Judicial district, leaving the field to 
Judge Coffey, who will now have no 
opposition for re-election. This means 
that the election of Judge Coffey will 
be a mere formality at the polls in 
November. Mr. Combs issued the fol
lowing statement of withdrawal: 

"To the people of the Fifth Judicial 
district, state of North Dakota: 

'After a careful resume of the re
sult of the primary election held June 
26th, 1912, in so far as the same re
lates to the judiciary, I have conclud
ed that Judge James A. Coffey of 
Jamestown, is the choice of the major
ity of the voters of the district, for 
the judgeship, and, therefore, think it 
my duty to withdraw from the con
test. 

I ascribe Judge Coffey's lead over 
me at the primaries to his incumbency 
and the claim of himself and his 
friends for a second term. I do not 
consider the result as an expression of 
lack of confidence on the part of the 
people in me, or as a rebuke to my 
aspiration f<y the place. 

'T thank the voters of Valley City 
and of the entire district for the sup
port given me at the primary election, 
and I trust that should opportunity 
arise in the future we shall be able 
to unite on some member of the pro
fession of the law who resides here 
and elect him as judge of the district, 
since 1 believe that to have the dis
trict chambers at Valley ~ny would 
be far better for all interested, than 
to have them located at some other 
city in .the district, 

•iDated at Valley City, North Dakota 
this 28th day of Aragust, 1912. 

"Respectfully, jjlpt 
"LiBJfi COMBS." 

Illustrated Lecture 
On Farming Progress 

SPECIAL FEATURE ADDS INTER

EST TO NORTH DAKOTA IN-

DUSTRIAL EXPOSITION. 

Bismarck, N. D., Aug. 23.—ThrougBs 
the courtesy of the International Har
vester Company of America, the sec
ond annual 'North Dakota Industrial 
Exposition will present the widely 
known lecture, ""The Romance of thee-

Reaper," the first week of the Exposi
tion, October 1 to 5, inclusive. 

The lecture tells the story of the' 
progress of agriculture from the-
earliest timefe down to the present day,, 
and traces the development of farmt-
implements and machines from th® 
reaping hook to the modern grains 
binder. The lecture is illustrated witl* 
colored views and motion pictures— 
The pictures show,the machines i» 
operation in the field, and the audiencer 
is taken on a tour through the Inter
national Harvester Company system of 
plants where the machines are made. 

The world was never so deeply in
terested in . agriculture as it is today— 
This is true not only of those who llw 
in the country—farmers, dairymen, the' 
fruit growers, and stockmen—but atT 
those who live in the cities. To plae* 
before the public a true, vivid and in
teresting picture of agricultural devel
opment is the aim of the International-
Harvester Company of America, In of
fering the "Romance of the Reaper." 

The tour is both entertaining and in
structive. It takes the spectator on m. 
trip that is delightful, pauses Mm 
a word of 
more deeply interested in the 
enthusiastic for the future of 
ing. 

The motion pictures 
will be 

A 

twice daily, and will 
free to all visitors 


