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Uncle Sam May Yet Intervene in Cuba 

T 
ME Montauk tribe of Indians 
is officially and legally dead. It 
is so writ in the records, and 
the waves beating against the 
Long Island shore moan It as a 

requiem. Before Columbus or Cabot 
set sail for the hemisphere somewhere 
far away to the unknown west the 
ancient Montauks, Indians alike of land 
and sea, were wont to greet the sun 
as it rose with smiling face from out 
the deep or toss their weather-tanned 
heads when the waves welled in stormy 
tumult. Now, from the deck of the 
passing liner one may picture the bent 
figure that once typified the grandeur 
of a race that was. 

Long Island, in the days before 
the coming of the Dutch, was called 
Island of Shells. It was the aborig
inal treasure house, the home of that 
which spelled wealth. Wampum grew 
thereon as the gold nestles in the 
rocks. Wampum was Indian money, it 
was made from the stock or stem of 
periwinkle. Paque was a medium of 
exchange of lesser value. It was cut 
from the purple heart of the hard 
clam shell. Some bronze-face finan
cier gave the flat that the sandbanks 
were to be the tribal depositories, 
and from that time on, for generation 
after generation, Montauk was at once 
the bourse and the Wall street of In
dian operations. The fame of the tribal 
opulence was wafted on the winds to 
the lands of the Mohicans, the Iro
quois and the Narragansetts, where
at there was much wonder. When a 
soft-eyed maiden gave her heart to a 
bean-shanked buck the old folks would 
empty into their honeymoon canoe sev
eral feet of select wampum and send 
them on their happy way full of the 
Rockefeller spirit. 

Wealth carried with it responsibili
ties in those good old days as it does 
today. Sachem Wyandance was .the 
great auditor of his tribe. His O. K. 
was necessary on all transactions from 
a dicker for a canoe-load of bluefish 
to an installment purchase of a bunga
low site on a shoal inlet. He was 
called in the Montauk dialect a to-to-
mua, which in modern phrase is a 
tightwad. 

One day, when Long Island sound 
lay warm and placid, two-score or 
more of Pequots, who lived on the Con
necticut shore, bundled into their 
canoes and paddled over to the head
lands of Montauk. They sent word 
to the island sachem to come out with 
some of his strong-arm boys and take 
a walloping. On receipt of this chal
lenge there was some poo-poohing. 
The Montauks sent the millionaire 
(wampum) company to meet hated and 
poverty stricken Pequots. It was a 
sad affair. The Montauks were trim
med. That night when the Pequots 
pointed their barks for Connecticut 
they carried with them a portion of 
their neighbor's bankroll. 

It didn't take long for the news to 
get around that the Montauks had all 
of the sunny side of Easy street in the 
way of ready cash. A considerable 
tribe of ambitious and hopeful Indians, 
known as the Narragansetts, occupied 
among other places what is now fash
ionable Newport. They bathed, at such 
times as it seemed absolutely neces
sary, on what Is now called Bailey's 
beach. It is said, too, that they had 
a club house somewhere near the pres
ent site of the Casino. Well, the Nar
ragansetts having heard that it was 
like taking a lemon stick from a child 
at a kindergarten door to make the 
Montauks part with their money, sent 
part of the naval reserve of the time 
to make a demonstration on the 
Island. 

Thi3 time the Montauks weren't so 
«asy. They met the Narragansetts on 
the beach and fought them until dark. 
Just how many fell on that occasion 
will never be known, for the tide car
ried the bodies of the slain out to sea 
and they never came back to be count
ed. Some time thereafter, or about 
1641, an understanding was arrived at 
by which the Montauks and the Narra
gansetts got along without further 
fighting. 

The citadel of Montauk authority 
stood at what is known as Fort hill. 
It was set with stone towers at each 
of its four corners and was a fortress 
which never once was taken by an 
enemy. Sachem Wyandance himself 
lived in regal semi-savagery in a wig
wam half as large as a side-show tent 

• at a circus, a short distance from the 
citadel. Wyandance was one of our 
earlier Beau Brummels. He enjoyed 
meeting people. The Dutch had much 
to dicker with the Indians at this time, 
and the sachem never missed an op
portunity to get down to New Amster
dam to talk things over with the gov
ernor and council. He wore on those 
occasions a deerskin tunic, leggings 
and moccasins of buckskin and a 
.head dress decorated with feathers 
from sea birds. Also he entwined 
'himself with belts which he invariably 
ikept filled with wampum. Not infre
quently he carried as much as $10,000 
•with him in his kind of money. On 
[the Dutch scales It was worth about 
[30 cents. 
' On one of these visits to New Am
sterdam the chief of the Montauks 
jmet with Tamaraud, or Tammany, then 
'.Sachem of the Algonquins. Tammany 
stuck around the Montauk chief all the 
tans he was In town. The story of the 

Montauk's treasure chest appealed to 
Tammany. Indeed, it may have been 
something more than gossip that Tam
many wanted to marry into the Mon
tauk tribe. 

When the Indians began to dispose 
of their lands on Long Island they at 
first got real Dutch money, or its 
equal in usable barter. But it wasn't 
always so. Take the gallant old Chief 
Smackatagh, for example. He held a 
considerable stretch of wave-washed 
land on the ocean side of the island. 
One Sally Higbee, a buxom young 
maiden, was anxious toaacquire a tract 
upon which she and her intended hus
band might make their home. Smack
atagh—suggestive name, in view of the 
incident—offered to sell the required 
acres. 

"How much?" asked Sally, leaning 
against the door and rolling her hands 
up in her apron. 

The big chief's solemn face broke 
into a grin as he replied that he would 
sell It for a kiss. Why, she sat down 
with her father, who knew a thing 
or two about such laws of contracts as 
obtained at the time, and drew up a 
contract which the chief signed. Then 
she turned her plump cheek to the In
dian, who kissed it and went away 
satisfied. The contract, which is still 
in existence, reads: 

"Sally Higbee did receive a notable 
tracke of land from Chief Smackatagh, 
by reason of a kiss which he did begge 
of her, and which she bestowed in con
sideration of having the said lande 
given her by the salvage." 

In 1659, when all the Montauks of 
fighting age were summoned to coun
cil, their number exceeded 600. War
fare and sickness made such great in
roads during the next three genera 
tions, that, instead of increasing in 
number, they had become less than 20C 
in 1759. In 1829 a tribal roll call was 
answered by only 30, and 40 years 
thereafter there were only 20. 

The last real council of the tribe 
was convened in the early seventies. 
Chief David Pharaoh went to the coun
cil arrayed in all the ancient plumery 
of the Montauks, and sailed his follow
ers to their places In a semi-circle 
around him. He passed the pipe from 
one to another in silence, and then ad
dressed them as the father of the 
tribe. Could it be, he asked, that the 
tribe, which had lived for centuries in 
happiness on Long Island, was doom
ed to extinction? What had the tribes
men to say? Nothing. It was late aft
ernoon. The chief bowed his head and 
with the others sat in silence. By and 
by the sun went down. Then the chief 
arose, folded his cloak about him, 
made a sign that the council had done 
its work, and passed with measured 
stride into the shadows. The others 
followed. 

For half a century more or less the 
Montauk Indian lands have been in 
litigation. Deeds bearing date of 1660 
were shown in court during the several 
hearings. What the tribe might have 
succeeded in accomplishing, had it 
been able to count its people on the 
fingers of two hands and prove that 
they still lived together under tribal 
conditions, need not lead to specula
tion here. A living tribe held many 
broad and valuable acres by ancient 
deeds. The tribe had ceased to ex-
ist, and the property was lost to them. 

WASHINGTON.—-Troops of the Unit
ed States army are in readiness 

to be rushed to Cuba to maintain 
peace and protect American and other 
foreign interests. 

Officials of the war department look 
for a crisis in the affairs of the island 
republic. The last time, 1906, that 
the United States intervened in Cuba 
the then president of the United 
States, Theodore Roosevelt, and the 
secretary of war, William H. Taft, de
clared that if this country was again 
called in to settle disputes between 
factions of the Cuban government and 
maintain peace throughout the island 
the Stars and Stripes would remain 
there. 

Officials of the state and war de
partments have been kept in close 
touch with affairs in Cuba ever since 
the evacuation by American troops 
less than three years ago. Within the 
last six months reports and informa
tion received from American repre
sentatives in the island have indicat
ed that the Cuban government was 
not substantial and could exist but a 
few months longer. Within the last 
three weeks the reports have been so 
discouraging that the war department 
has felt the necessity of keeping 5,000 

troops within a 36 hours' embarka
tion point. 

When Secretary of War Dickinson 
and Brig.-Gen. Clarence Edwards, 
chief of the bureau of insular affairs 
of the war department, visited Cuba 
in November, last year, they were 
startled and amazed by the disrupted 
and corrupt conditions which they 
found existing there. 

It was on the strength of their re
port and those of John B. Jackson, 
minister to Cuba, that the adminis
tration deemed it advisable to have 
troops and munitions of war in readi
ness for immediate use. Leading offi
cers of the army do not believe that 
the American flag can be planted in 
Cuba without bloodshed. 

According to reports in the war and 
state departments, it has been the 
"practise" of the United States pro
tege president in Cuba, Jose Miguel 
Gomez, that has led to the undoing of 
all that Gen. Leonard Wood, Presi
dent Taft and Governor Magoon did 
to put the government on a substan
tial basis. These reports state that 
many measures have been pushed 
through the Cuban legislature for the 
benefit of special interests. 

Officers of the army familiar with 
conditions in Cuba liken them to 
those in Corea, saying the only differ
ence is that the factions in Cuba have 
not reached the poisoning stage and 
that they would rather have a revolu
tion than proceed along the same 
lines as did Corea before being an
nexed by Japan. These officers say 
they look for final intervention by the 
United States within three months. 

Trouble in Dealing With Drug Evil 
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"The Mine's Blown Up. 
It was about an hour later when I 

reached my room, for I had stopped 
in the way to chat with the gateman. 
I was sitting <m the edge of the bed, 
loosening the tieel of one of my rub
ber boots with the toe of the other, 
when suddenly through the stillness 
of the sleeping town, from the power 
house half a mile away came a low 
and rising note, the great siren whis
tle in the power hous«. Almost fasci
nated, I listened as the great note rose 
higher and more shrill and died away 
again. One blast meant a fire in the 
town; two blasts, fire in the buildings 
at the mine; and three blasts, the 
most terrible of all, a disaster or 
trouble in the mine. Once more, after 
an interminable pause, the sound came 
again; and once more rose and died 
away. I did not move, but there was a 
sudden coldness that came over me as 
once more, for the third time, the deep 
note broke out on the quiet air. Al
most instantaneously the loud jingle 
of my telephone brought me to my 
feet. I took down the receiver: 'The 
mine's blown up,' said a woman's 
voice.—Joseph Husband, in the At
lantic. 

America's Big Sixteen-lnch Gun. 
No battleship yet built could stand 

up for half an hour against the fire of 
the latest United States garrison ar
tillery slxteen-inch gun, let alone 
their fourteen-inch. The sixteen-inch 
gun, though slow in firing, can hurl a 
projectile weighing twenty-four hun
dred pounds a distance of twenty 
miles or more. The latest naval gun 
—thirteen and a half inch, which has 
not ,yet been placed aboard any ship 
in commission, can only throw a pro
jectile weighing twelve hundred and 
fifty pounds, and the twelve-inch guns 
with which the Dreadnoughts are 
armed, a projectile weighing eight 
hundred and fifty pounds.—Alexander 
G. McLellan, in the Atlantic. 

W HILE trying to co-operate with 
China for the suppression of traf

fic in illicit opium, our government Is 
having troubles of its own in dealing 
with the problem in the United States. 
Under the new law the drug is not 
admitted at our ports unless intended 
solely for medicinal use; yet there is 
no question of the fact that something 
like three-fourths of the 75,000 pounds 
of opium imported annually is con
sumed by the unfortunates known pop
ularly as "dope fiends." 

Of such dope fiends there are a 
number of species, which is one rea
son why the opium problem is so hard 
to tackle successfully. There are, to 
begin with, the smokers of opium 
who are said to compose an army of 
about 90,000 of our citizens. These, 
however, are a minority in the total 
number of victims, most of whom pur
sue the destructive habit in its more 
highly specialized forms, particularly 
the taking of morphine in pills or by 
hypodermic injection. 

As fast as a stop is put to one 
method of procuring or using the 
drug, another springs up in response 

to an unfailing and always profitable 
demand. For instance, the average 
apothecary nowadays finds a large 
and unprecedented demand for "co
deine"—one of the alkaloids, or active 
principles, of opium. It is only about 
one-third as powerful as morphine, but 
acts similarly. The sale of morphine 
is forbidden by law nearly every
where at the present time, except on 
prescription by a physician, but in 
most of the states there is no such 
restriction in regard to codeine— 
whence the growing popularity of the 
latter. 

The sale of "heroin" also has great
ly increased since the enforcement of 
restrictions on opium and morphine. 
This is what chemists would term a 
"morphine derivative"—that is to say, 
a substance derived from morphine by 
certain monkeyings in the laboratory. 
It acts just like morphine, and the 
habit formed by taking It is not less 
destructive. Yet at the present time 
there is nowhere any; law or ordi
nance against the sale of "heroin," 
and the only 'charge that can be 
brought against a druggist who sup
plies it is that he deals in a danger
ous poison. 

But what is the use? Where opium 
itself is taken as a habit, it is in most 
instances consumed in the form of a 
tincture—that is to say, as laudanum. 
The sale of laudanum, save on pre
scription, is forbidden in most of the 
states; yet the "fiends" manage to get 
it in one way or another. 

Experts Work on Water Power Policy 

PLAN to bring together the op
posing advocates of federal regu

lation of water power and those who 
stand for state regulation on a water 
power policy on which both can agree, 
is being considered by the executive 
committee of the National Conserva
tion association. 

The object of the plan is to afford 
a water power platform on which both 
sides of the water power controversy 
may unite to protect the public in
terest and at the same time encour
age the development of the many mill
ions of horse power now going to 
waste in the mountain streams of the 
far west and the great rivers of the 
central and eastern parts of the coun
try. 

The proposed plan, which is the re
sult of long and careful study of the 
Water power question, has been laid 
before competent engineers of wide 
experience in water power develop-
jment and officers and managers of 
hydro-electric power companies, who 

have criticised it and approved it. 
The basis of the plan is develop

ment without delay of water power 
sites. The plan holds that private 
capital must be aided by the state or 
nation through corporate franchises, 
condemnation of private property, and 
licenses to use public lands and ob
struct public waters, etc. Under the 
plan, the power companies would have 
certainty of tenure for a reasonable 
time, and a chance for generous 
profits on their actual investment. For 
the public, the plan attempts to pro* 
vide for good service, fair prices, full 
publicity as to cost, honest capitaliza
tion and fair rentals for public prop
erty used by the companies. 

The plan concedes that the federal 
government has no jurisdiction in 
dealing with the problem of power 
sites unless its land is to be occupied, 
or navigable rivers affected. It is pro
posed that the regulation of service 
and prices is to be a function of the 
state, leaving to the national govern
ment the duty of obtaining prompt, 
full and orderly development, a rea
sonable time limit for the leases, pub
licity as to financiering and fair rent
als for federal property used, perhaps 
paying a part of the proceeds to the 
state. The association's plan was 
submitted to the proper committees 
in congress. 

illions Are Saved in Mail Carrying 

A CONSIDERABLE saving was ef
fected during the year by the bu

reau of the second assistant postmas
ter general, which is charged with 
the authorization and direction of the 
transportation of both domestic and 
foreign mails. The aggregate cost of 
the transportation of domestic nc?.Jls 
during the year was $81,709,433.68, 
while the cost of foreign mails was 
$3,112,302.46. Notwithstanding the in
creased amount of mail handled' the 
percentage of increase in the cost was 
only 1.15 per cent. 

During the year 3,375 mail routes 
were in operation, covering a distance 
of 220,730 miles. The distance trav
eled by the mail of the United States 
was 426,923,109.55 miles. The amount 
of money necessary for railroad trans
portation for the fiscal year aiding 
June 30, 1912. is S44S.983.00fc being 

5.6 per cent more than the appropria
tion for the curent fiscal year. 

In every Instance possible the pol
icy of equalizing the rate of pay for 
the transportation of mail by railroad 
routes on the basis of lowest cost has 
been followed. The department has 
saved $12,274,488 by the operation of 
the new method of adjusting pay, to 
and including the present fiscal' year. 
Sixteen railroad companies have filed 
suit against the United States attack
ing the validity of the order of the 
postmaster general in readjusting the 
rate of pay. 

Particular diligence has been mani
fested by the department in its in
quiry into the cost to railroad compa
nies of carrying the mail. 

During the year there were 446 rail
road accidents in which postal clerks 
were either killed or injured or in 
which mail matter was lost or dam
aged. Twenty clerks, four substitutei 
and three mail weighers were killed; 
98 seriously and 617 slightly injured 
The year was more disastrous in tht 
number of clerks killed on the rail-
roads than any In the history of the 
service. 

City Items in Terse Form 

Ln Metropolitan News of Interest 
to All Readers 

City Rube Shows Foolish Curiosity 

CHICAGO.-—When the gentleman 
from the rural districts arrives in 

the city and gazes in amazement at 
the high buildings, and looks with awe 
into the subway he is immediately set 
down as a Rube with hayseed in his 
hair and given the merry laugh by 
the wise city guy, who will then pro
ceed down the street and stand for 
half an hour on a curbstone to watch 
an automobilist inflate a punctured 
tire, or proceed to murder a perfectly 
good quarter of an hour watching a 
cook browning the wheats in a res
taurant window. 

But for absolutely pure and undi
luted inquisitiveness you've got to 
hand it to the city man, for he is right 
there with the research stuff. He will 
poke fun at his wife for her knowl-
edge on the subject oi the neighbor's 
doings, but he can show more genuine 
interest in absolutely nothing that you 
can imagine, and nothing out of the 
ordinary run of things in city streets 
is too small to claim his attention. 

He will let his dinner get cold any 

day to watch a man sitting on the 
head of a fallen horse or to stare in
to a hardware store window where 
some demonstrator is busily engaged 
whittling on a stick of cordwood with 
a razor. 

He will send the shoestring vender 
on his way before he has got his foot 
fairly inside the threshold of the offica 
door, but will stop upon the street at 
any time to listen to the remarks of 
another vender, who is wildly demon' 
strating a patent collar button. 

He is amused as a child with a new 
toy when he can come across a brok
en-down ice wagon or watch a maq 
laying gold letters upon a store win
dow. 

He will turn himself Inside out to 
get a glimpse of a picture carried un
der the arm of some citizen, which 
picture he would never glance at were 
it hung in some prominent place. 

Many a visitor to a city has been 
badly stdng by the simple tastes of 
the natives in the matter of something 
exciting. A stranger, coming up one 
of the main thoroughfares a: 1 seeing 
a crowd of a couple of hundred peo
ple, naturally looks for some sort of a 
catastrophe, and after working his 
way to the center of the crowd to see 
them gazing at some' new-fangled mo
tor cycle, or watching a laborer as
cending from a manhole, is naturally 
chagrined. 

Doctors Want a National Leprosaria 

N EW YORK.—Nine lepers, inmates 
of institutions in the vicinity of 

this city, were exhibited the other 
aight for public examination at a gath
ering of physicians in the Academy of 
Medicine. One of the patients, a China
man, was from Paterson, N. J.; two 
were from Brooklyn, two fron\ the 
city hospital, three from the skin And 
cancer hospital. The purpose of ex
hibiting the lepers is stated to be ths 
beginning of an effort "to educate the 
public away from the hysterical atti-
ture it has heretofore shown when
ever the presence of a leper becomes 
a matter of general knowledge." 

It was declared that the attitude of 
the people in general toward lepers 
has not in the least advanced since 
the middle ages, and that, as a re
sult, many lepers, in fear and terror, 
conceal the fact that they aer suffer
ing from the disease Instead of ap
plying for and receiving humane and 
intelligent treatment There are at 
present 35 cases of leprosy under 

treatment in New York and vicinity. 
Many of these patients, it is said,1 

make occasional visits to the shopping1 

district, to banks, or to hospitals, rid-; 
ing openly in trains, street cars and' 
ferry boats/ 

Six physicians from different parts 
of the United States and the American 
colonial possessions discussed leprosy, 
at the meeting, and all agreed that in 
New York city there Is no likelihood 
of infection. Thsy declare in favor of 
a national leprosaria, with stations in 
Florida and San Francisco, urging in 
favor of such au institution that it 
was impracticable lor the states to 
take action on account of the small 
number of cases in each state and it 
was unfair from a national standpoint 
to allow one state to drive its lepers! 
across the border into other states. 

* There are now on record, it was as
serted, 278 cases in the United States, 
i.76 of them being men and 102 
women. Five seaboard states contain 
almost all of the recorded cases, New; 
York, South Carolina, Florida, Cali
fornia and Massachusetts leading in 
the order named. 

Dr. Charles W. Duval of Tulane 
university^ New Orleans, described his 
experiments in segregating the bacilli 
of the disease and his final success in 
propagating the germs outside of the 
human body. 

Reno Divorce Colony Is Threatened 
GOODNESS !i 
I HOPE 

THEY WIT 
UNTIL ICET 

MY 
DIVORCE 

R ENO, NEV.-
industries-

-One of Nevada's chief 
the granting of di

vorce while you wait—is in danger of 
destruction because the gamblers of 
the state have been put out of busi
ness. The legislature will be asked 
to repeal the law that makes the gam
blers go to work, and, if this cannot 
be accomplished, a bill will be intro
duced amending the present divorce 
law and making it as hard to get a 
divorce here as it Is in other states. 

Under the present law six months' 
residence is all that is required, and 
the divorce colony, all of them good 
spenders and unemployed while here 
waiting for the time to tell the court 
about matrimonial troubles, are a fine 
source of Income. 

Not even the most enthusiastic Ne-
vadan believes that these well-to-do,' spend money. 

fashionable people of the east come, 
out here because they like the climate,' 
scenery or residents. They come be
cause it offers the shortest route by 
half of any that leads from matri
mony. 

In any other state a year's resi
dence is required and Reno Is pre
ferred by those ln a hurry to liv-i 
ing a year under more congenial sur-
roundings. 

It is expected that an effort will be 
made to effect a compromise with 
those who insist upon this action as 
retaliation for driving the gambling 
houses out of the state. 

Southern counties are clamoring for 
the raising of the gambling lid and say 
they cannot get along without the 
gambling houses to attract men to 
town. Reno and Carson City, where 
the divorce business is liveliest, are 
determined there shall be no tinker
ing with the divorce laws. The hotel 
men, livery men and lawyers are pan
ic-stricken at the prospect of losing 
business from the colony of women 
and men who have nothing to do dur
ing the six months they are here but 

Mules Run Away With Blazing Cotton 

G UTHRIE, OKLA.—With lint cot
ton selling at $75 a bale, thefts of 

cotton are frequent in Oklahoma. A 
bale is rolled from a car into the 
weeds, ejr taken from a farmer's barn 
Into his 3eld, and at night the thieves 
return %i\h a wagon and team and 
haul the cotton to a nearby town, 
where it finds ready sale. 

Two bales >f cotton were found ln 
a ravine at the roadside near Guthrie. 
The fact was reported to the sheriff, 
who placed night guards to arrest the 
persons that came for the cotton. 
Shortly after midnight three men 
approached a bale and began rolling 
it down the highway. When the 
thieves were commanded to halt, un
der arrest, they fled and the officers 
opened fire. One of the thieves, all 

Goes Higher Up. 
Henrietta, aged six, is fond of ham, 

which has been decreed not good for 
her. The maternal mandate that she 
must not eat it, even though the for
bidden dainty was offered, proved try
ing. Henrietta made it a subject of 
prayer. "Dear God/* she was over
heard pleading, "keep my papa from 
putting ham on my plate until I can 
eat i t I can 'sist the temptation when 
jthe ham isn't there, but when It is, my 
soul Mems very weak." 

negroes, was captured, the others es
caping. 

News of the arrest was telephoned 
to the sheriff, who got out of bed and 
started for the scene. The two fugi
tives had returned with a wagon and 
were loading in the cotton when they 
were surprised and arrested by the 
sheriff. The other officers came up, 
and tha three captives were hand
cuffed and put Into their wagons. On 
the way to town one of the negroes 
stepped on his gun, concealed at the 
bottom of the wagon, and it exploded 
the bullet narrowly missing one of 
the .sales ahead, and the mules ran 
away. 

By the time they were stopped the 
bale of cotton was on fire, and a 
strong wind was blowing, with no 
water near. It was decided to make 
a fast drive to town, and call out the 
fire department The faster the mules 
ran the higher turned the blazing 
cotton, scorching one of the negroes. 
The wagon next caught fire. The fire 
department put out the flames, but the 
cotton was destroyed and the wagon 
ruined. 

fAIR Or SlIfeANCIS 
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T 
IE ancient city of Assist, on its 
peaceful hillside, midway be
tween the fertile Umbrian plain 
and the barren heights of 
Monte Subasio, has an inde

scribable charm for all who bend 
their steps thither to visit the famous 
Shrine of St. Francis. The white 
towers and domes rise out of a sea 
of dusky olives, it is encircled with 
massive old walls crowned with a ru
ined castle, and entered only through 
its battlemented mediaeval gateways. 
It is guarded on the side that drops 
abruptly towards the plain by the for-
titfied monastery, whose mighty but
tresses and long lines of arcades 
form so picturesque a feature in the 
landscape. 

The beautiful churches, convents 
and palaces of Assisi are all built of 
a fine creamy stone, quarried hard by; 
a stone that is veined with rose and 
gold, and seems to hold the sunlight. 
The dwelling houses in the main 
street, with their solid masonry, 
pointed arches and narrow windows, 
date mostly from a time when Assisi 
was liable to attacks from her wars 
like neighbors, Perugia and Follgno, 
and when fire and sword ravaged her 
fair beauty. St. Francis must have 
trodden this street seven centuries 
ago; but it is in the olive woods 
round the Convent of San Damiano 
and on the stony track leading to the 
Hermitage of the Career! that his 
memory is all-abiding. 

At the beginning of October each 
year Assisi wakes into unwonted ac
tivity for the Feast of St Francis. 
The religious festival of the Saint is 
held on the 4th, when the townsfolk 
and clerics from the neighborhood 
and visitors from Perugia throng the 
services in the frescoed Lower Church 

of bells that heralds the approach of 
day. The whole hillside awakens into! 
life, and ln the freshening breeze thej 
tips of the olive branches are silvery 
white, the vines and poplars are gold
en. Under the dark archways and 
up the steep paved streets climb the) 
carts with their heavy loads, ' and! 
there is much shouting and shufflingj 
as the oxen and mules struggle and 
slip in their efforts to gain a finn< 
foothold. They must hurry on, for 
the fair opens at six, and already the 
peddlers have set up their booths in 
the open spaces in front of the; 
churches and in the Piazza. 

Passing out of the road by the Spel-
lo Gate, the animated scene on the 
field below comes into view, and, 
looking over the seething mass of 
people and animals, one is strongly: 
struck by the bright effect of colorj 
prevalent everywhere. The shimmer
ing mass of hundreds of milk whit* 
oxen waiting patiently to be sold, 
their heads gay with scarlet fillets and 
tassels, the women ln blue skirts, 
white linen shirts and gay handker
chiefs, the children in crimson or 
scarlet petticoats with white sleeves 
and headgear and large green and red 
umbrellas, all help to make a veritable 
feast of color. 

Besides the huge horned oxen so 
prized for farm work, there are milk 
white cows, and calves with large, 
pathetic eyes, whole flocks of mount 
tain sheep, under the care of an old, 
gray-bearded herdsman in goat-skin 
coat and buskins, leaning patriarchal-
ly on a long staff. There are black 
and white goats tethered to stakes 
and incessantly butting one another, 
while shy little girls try in vain to 
keep refractory pigs in order. Hard 
bargains are driven on "scudi," as 

rs/£- c/ry or/vjAs/ • • • 
of St. Francis. But it is on the 5th 
that the country people pour into the 
city to attend the great annual Cat
tle Fair. Many of them come from 
afar and start overnight, snatching 
an hour of rest and sleep by the road
side. Nearly all the houses at Assisi 
have balconies overlooking the plain, 
and it Is thrilling to stand at an Open 
window long before dawn and to lis
ten for the distant murmur that tells 
of an approaching multitude, as yet 
invisible in the morning mists. By 
degrees, as the light strengthens, one 
can make out the long white ribbon
like roads that cross the level plain 
and mount the hill from various di
rections. Strings of figures are mov
ing along these roads, all with one ob
jective—the" field outside the walls, 
where from time immemorial the fair 
has been held. The men and women 
are mostly on foot or on mule-back; 
but there are also carts with creaking 
wheels drawn by. oxen, which contain 
whole families of fifteen or twenty 
souls. Smaller carts are harnessed 
to donkeys and little hand-carts are 

At the City Gate. 

filled with every variety of live stock 
for sale. The carts enter by one of 
the great gates and traverse the town, 
and pass out of another gate close to 
the market-field, but the pedestrians 
and the long string of white cattle 
take short cuts through the olive 
yards. 

There is a hum,of voices On the air, 
the shuffling tramp of the oxen, the 
tinkling of bells, the soft padding of 
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Diamond In a Cigar. 
Citizens of Hubbard stopping at a 

local hotel here and attending district 
court tell a strange stoVy of suddenly 
acquired wealth. Will Kyle a few days 
ago bought a cigar from a dealer at 
that place. The cigar giving poor serv
ice on account of some impediment in 
the drapping, an < examination was 
made with a penknife and a diamond 
was found. 

outsider usually acting as go-between, 
When the price is agreed upon, ha 
seizes a hand of each of the contract 
ing parties and, clasping them to? 
gether, shakes them violently up and 
down. 

By midday the fair a* over and tha 
peasants t6tart homewards, driving the 
cattle, before them. The sheep and) 
pigs have mostly been sold to butch
ers from the neighboring towns, and; 
are treated with little consideration, 
being expedited on their way with, 
many.cruel blows and kicks. A pie 
that is thoroughly refractory is seized 
by the tall and one ear, stuffed into 
a sack and slung over a man's back, 
head downwards, as giving less trou
ble in that position. Turkeys and 
ducks, panting for water, are packed 
into hampers so small that one won
ders how many of them will survive 
the Journey. 

On the way through the town a 
good deal of the money taken at the 
fair is laid out at the booths. ' 

Carts that have come filled with 
calves and pigs return laden with 
terra-cotta pots for oil and wicker-
covered bottles for wine. It is the 
chief holiday and merrymaking of 
the year to many of these simple-
minded, hard-working peasants; but so 
unwilling are they to lose an un
necessary hour that the moment the 
business is done they turn their backs 
upon the delights of the city. 

F. F. MAXWELL-LYTE. 

Potatoes and Their Ways. 
It was with the greatest indignation, 

writes a correspondent, that the lady 
who rules in the household read tha 
announcement that, according to Prof. 
Senn, there are only four English 
ways of cooking potatoes. "Why," she 
cried, "if he had every day to satisfy 
such a confirmed grumbler as I have" 
—"grumbler" was her caluminous word 
—"he'd soon know that four ways 
would never suffice. I don't know how 
many ways you don't have them.** 
Then she enumerated them—boiled In 
their Jackets and out of them, steamed 
in their jackets and out of them, 
—baked, baked under the meat, stew
ed (in Irish stew), plain mashed, 
brown mashed,' saute (the objection 
that this was French was swept away), 
fried, bubbled, and squeaked, and pota
to rlssoletes. The suggestion that this 
last also was French was dismissed 
with "Nonsem\ia—they call them pota
to balls ln my country." Finally, she 
declared that tfeere were several other 
ways—if ate could but 
them. t „ r !< * *•" ^ -*"* *•' *a 
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