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PHONE COMPANIES AT WAR 

Springfield Citizens T r y i n g F r e e z e 

Out . 

Minneso ta C e n t r a l F igh t ing to Hold 
E x c h a n g e . 

Fee l s Obl igat ion Owing 

in O t h e r T o w n s . 

P a t r o n s 

W a r to the knife is being carried on 
between the two rival telephone com
panies in Springfield, the Minnesota 
Central and the Citizens' company, 
and that village is being treated to 
some cheap rates. 

I t is a war in which the Minnesota 
Central is fighting to keep from being 
frozen out of business by the new con
cern which, it is claimed, was start
ed with very little if any public senti
ment demanding it. The trouble 
dates back to last spring and it was at 
that time that the Citizens' company 
was started, but the real fight com
menced only this month when the new 
concern started up business. 

William G. Prank, cashier of the 
State Bank of Springfield, is credited 
with being the power back of the 
Springfield company.^ A year ago the 
the offices of the Minnesota Central 
were in the State Bank and as tenants 
the company did its banking business 
with Mr. Frank. But it happened that 
one of the officers in the Citizens Bank 
was a stockholder in the Minnesota 
Central and asked a share of the com
pany's business. At most it did not 
amount to a great deal, but the com
pany gave him a part. 

N E W COMPANY STARTED. 

This, it is claimed, offended Mr. 
Frank and he started a movement for 
an independent company. The news 
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Facts. 
Eighty-six out of every 

one hundred people have 
headaches. Over half of 

A these have them at fre-
vi quent intervals. Aharm-
JJ less remedy that costs 
J little and actually cures 
$ is worth remembering. 
$ PIONEER 
$ HEADACHE TAB-
$ LETS 
4» are a purely scientific 
8 preparation that cures 
5 without the possibility of 
5 harm. Pleasant to take 
J and prompt in results. 

Price 25 cents. 

And. J. Eckstein, 
PHARMACIST. 
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reached the ears of the Willmar com
pany and it was surprised. There 
was no call for the r ival concern. 
The public was getting excellent service 
and there were no complaints. Never
theless it informed the promoters that 
it was not adverse to selling if it could 
get what the plant was worth. 

The price asked was $3,500, a sum 
which did not cover the cost of con
struction. The only condition imposed 
was that the local concern should al
low the old company switching privi
leges, as in justice to its subscribers 
in New Ulm and all the other towns 
where it maintains exchanges it could 
not allow itself to be shut out of Spring
field with only a booth. It would not 
be fair to them to make such a move 
as would compel them to pay ten cents 
extra for each message sent. 

This the new company would not con
sider and started in to build its 
exchange and run the other out of 
town. I t made its shares $10 each and 
limited the number sold to one man to 
ten, so that practically every business 
man in the village became a stock
holder. 

CANNOT ABANDON SPRINGFIELD. 

The result has been that the old com
pany is handicapped. It cannot in 
justice to its other exchanges pull out 
of Springfield and leave the field to its 
rival without the switching privileges, 
and yet it has found its business there 
largely diminished because every busi
ness man is a stockholder and will 
patronize the home concern when it 
comes to a choice. 

There was but one thing to do; to 
make some concessions on residence 
phones, and this it did. 

The end of the trouble is perhaps 
some years off but the outcome does 
not seem doubtful. The Citizens' com
pany has no outside connections, as 
the Minnesota Central has the North
western toll franchise. It was the 
supposed plan of the former to connect 
with the Tri-State people, running a 
line to Sleepy Eye and thence to New 
Ulm. But this plan fell through when 
the Farmers ' Telephone company, 
which sought an entry into New Ulm 
from the east last spring, was refused 
admission, and now the Springfield 
concern has no way of communicating 
with the outside world except over its 
r ival ' s line. 

T W O P H O N E S A BURDEN. 

So handicaped, it seems doubtful if 
its attempt to freeze out the established 
company will be successful. The time 
is coming when the business men of 
Springfield will get tired of paying for 
two phones, as they must now, and will 
gradually give their support to the one 
which can give them the better service. 

This has been the experience in every 
town or city where independent com
panies have started up. I t is so in 
Minneapolis and St. Paul and it is so 
in Mankato and other places. Com
petition, where the old company was 
already giving good service at a rea
sonable rate, has simply meant a 
double tax on all telephone ushers. 

As far as the cut rates in Springfield 
at the present time and in other towns 
where competition exists is concerned, 
they cannot last. A business must be 
run at a profit and a fair rate must be 
charged. 

WATTERSON IS REMINISCENT 
_________ ** *%.•*&" 

Reca l l s t h e E a r l y D a y s a n d 
Old F r i e n d s . ^ t t l 
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R e b u k e d C a r l S c h u r t z a n d P l e a s e d 

G e n e r a l G r a n t . ^ v -

G r e a t E d i t o r Gave L e c t u r e i n N e w 
U l m W e d n e s d a y . , 

YOU ARE LOOKING FOR IT! 
* 

I A FURNACE That Will Save FUEL. I 

Gbe tftoimd ©ah jfumacc 
* with proper setting in. your building will save from 
f i of your fuel over the others. 
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Serious, yet genial, stocked with 
reminiscences of bygone days and 
great men, yet keenly alive to every
thing modern, such is the Henry Wat-
terson of today, the last of the old 
school of editors, who have made 
journalism a great profession. 

Shaggy gray brows overhang his 
eyes, and with his gray moustache 
and imperial give him some resem
blance to Mark Twain. In fact he has 
been mistaken for the noted humorist 
on more than one occasion. He is 
getting old, is Mr. Watterson, but his 
mind is as alert as ever and his speech 
as trenchant. 

The great Kentuckian was in a socia
ble mood when seen by the Review at 
the Dakota House Wednesday even
ing. He would talk about himself and 
the people he had met, but politics 
were barred. 

'•You will have to excuse me ," he 
said, " I am not doing any work in 
this campaign, am not mixing up in it 
at all, as is shown by the fact that I am 
away from home during the very heat 
of the campaign." 

Mr. Watterson 's tr ip to Minnesota 
was purely one of business and recre
ation. He spends about a month each 
year on the platform giving his two 
great lectures, "Lincoln" and "Money 
Morals and Society," and this year he 
has included this state in his itinerary. 

V A N S A N T SAYS " I T ' S J O H N S O N . " 

This is not his first tr ip to Minneso
ta by any means and he has long been 
fast friends with Governor Van Sant, 
George Thompson, editor of the St. 
Paul Dispatch and others. While in 
St. Paul ]ust before coming here, Mr. 
Watterson had long visits with these 
gentlemen and discussed state politics 
with them some. They both predict 
the election of Johnson »as governor 
of Minnesota, said the Kentucky 
editor. 

" I t was forty-eight years ago that I 
first started in the newspaper busi
ness , " remarked Mr. Watterson remi-
niscently. I was only about 16 years 
old, but my father bought me a weekly 
in a little town in Tennessee. The pa
per was called the "New E r a . " I had 
as help one printer, who was supposed 
to be the fastest compositor in the 
state and he is running the paper yet, 
that is his sons are. I stayed there 
for about two years. 

' 'Do I do any work on the Courier-
Journal still? Well I guess I do. I 
do more work on it than any other 
one man . " 

Mr. Watterson was a soldier in the 
Confederate army during the Civil war 
and now enjoys the distinction of be
ing the only honorary member of the 
G. A. R., to which he was elected in 
1895. 

This was largely in recognition of 
the great work he has done in further
ing friendly feelings between the two 
sections. Mr. Watterson said that al
though in the southern army he knew 
how things must turn out and was a 
very easily reconstructed rebel. 

G R A N T ' S INTIMATE FRIEND. 

Generals Grant and Sherman he 
counted among his most intimate 
friends. Grant, he says, although a 
silent man publically, was a most 
genial companion and was a rare con
versationalist, and he tells of many 
visits he has had with him. 

"The last time I ever saw Grant 
a l ive ," he sa id , " was at a banquet given 
by a group of ra i l road presidents, 
where General Grant and I were seated 
side by side. I had not intended to 
speak, but one of the speakers was 
Carl Schurtz, who was one of y the few 
men whom Grant hated and who hated 
him. 

"During his remarks Schurtz re

ferred very malapropos to shooting 
affairs in the South and condemned 
them strongly. I t was fell by all the 
company as a breach of hospitality 
to our hosts, who were Southerners, 
and when the clamor for me to speak 
became too great I arose and started 
to answer him. General Grant was 
beaming all over. "Give it to h im," 
he said in a whisper. 

"Schurtz and I were the best of 
friends and my remarks were made in 
the best of good feeling, but I did tear 
him to pieces. General Grant left be
fore I finished, but he was radient and 
I shall never forget the pleased look 
upon his face. ' ' 

' 'MONEY AND MORALS. ' ' 

Mr. Watterson 's lecture Wednesday 
night in Turner theater on "Money 
Morals and Society" drew a crowd, 
which though rather small on account 
of the raging rain storm, yet was large 
enough to be a tribute to the distin
guished visitor. 

Mr. Watterson is a man of ideals. 
He belongs to the school who placed 
public service and culture before money 
and who preferred being great editors 
and statesmen and orators to being 
great business men and money makers. 

His address is a plea for the old 
ideals which have been largely 
replaced by the modern commercialism. 
It is hardly necessary to say that Mr. 
Watterson handles the subject well. 
His thoughts were forcible and he 
clothed them in language eloquent in 
its purity and simplicity. 

Ayers Pills The great rule of health— 
Keep the bowels regular. 
And the great medicine— 
Ayer's Pills. fc&__r-°*-

Want your moustache or beard R||R|_ IMR H A M ' ^ H Y F 
m x r cxs .« Bsswian as s. P. __U>* OO~ «UHO_, H. H. 
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AIDS DISTRESSED CUPID 

Clerk of Court Waives Fee for Red
wood Farmer. 

ISpecial Sale 
• Extension and Center Tabes* 

Just for one week we will sell Cen 
ter Tables for 98c. 

Extension Tables, 6 ft., for $5. 
A good iron Bed Spring and Mat- J 

tress for $6.98. § 

g. These are bargains and worthwhile for you to get. Be-
5 sides this with every sale for $1 and over we will give 
S you a nice Pitcher or Cuspidor. See them in our show 
$• window. 
• 

Louis J. Buenger, 
227 N. Minn. St. New Ulm, Minn. 

• & • & • & • $ • # • < * • # • # • # • # • < * » £ , £ »t t«<i«t t«t>«*»tt»t t«t t»i i«fi«t t»t t«0 

"How much?" asked the happy 
looking young man as he stood awk
wardly before Clerk of Court John 
Larson and nervously fingered the 
rim of his hat, while the latter care
fully wrote the name of John Hanson 
of Redwood county and his prospective 
bride in the big book where all marri
age licenses are registered, "How 
much do I owe you?" 

"The fee is $2," said the clerk with
out looking up from his writing. 

The young man dug into his trousers ' 
pockets, first on one side then on the 
other, then into his hip pockets. His 
face fell. " I guess ," he stammered, 
while he made a vain search through 
the pockets of his coat, " I guess I can' t 
find my money." Then with a sickly 
smile," I guess I have lost i t . " 

The clerk of court examined the 
youth with his eyes from head to foot. 

"How much did you have?" he 
asked. 

"About $50. I was goiag to get me 
a new suit and a few other things and 
I put my pocketbook in one of my 
pockets this morning when I started 
into town, and thought I would come 
up here and get the license first." 

" I t was all I had to get married 
on , " he continued after a pause in 
which he put on his hat and took a 
few steps toward the door, " I worked 
hard for that and we had planned to 
start in on a farm in Redwood I have 
arranged to rent. But I suppose we 
will have to put it off now, I don't 
want to get married until I can do it 
r ight . ' ' 

Mr. Larson scratched his head a 
minute in deep thought, then he burst 
out: 

"You just take that license right 
along young man and you don't owe 
me a cent. And say, some people 
think I 'm here for the money there is 
in it, but I 'm not, I take a deep interest 
in the cause. When you get ready to 
be married just come around here and 
I have a friend down the aisle whom I 
think I can get to do the job for 
nothing. ' ' 

The young fellow took the license, 
but as he hasn ' t showed up yet with 
his bride-to-be, he probably has con
cluded to have a minister and pay a 
fee. 

I F .H .BEHNKE. l 
lOROCERIES 1 
^z Purity and excellence, combined " _ 3 
^~ with, reasonable prices, have won = ^ 
^ for us our large patronage in this , =35 
^- line. We can supply you with _ 3 
^ whatever you may want. If i t 's to ^ 
g— be had, we have it. :_g 

I ^ FRUITS <£ | 
- Now that the canning season is at r ^ 
~j hand, just drop around and see our ;_S 
Z supply. Not only have we one of _ 2 
- the biggest stocks but also an ex- _ ^ 
= cellent line of fresh spices that are :_8 
Z a necessity in putting up fruits and _ 5 
~ vegetables. _ ^ 

I CROCKERYI 
^ Our vast array will stand the clos- ^ 
^ est inspection. Remember we han- =_5 
Z die the plainest article on the mar- _Z5 
~ ket up to the handsomest and most 
~ expensive Dinner Sets, Water Sets, 
Z Lamps and Chinaware. 

Telephone 
No. 72 

18 N. Minn. 
Street. F.H.BEHNKE, 

California Prune Wafers, nature's cure 
for all bowel troubles. Act promptly 
without pain or inconvenience. 10® for 
25 cents. ASK your Druggist. 9 

VERY LOW RATES TO INTERNATIONAL 
LIVE STOCK EXPOSITION AT CHICAGO. 

Via the North-Western Libe. Excuision 
tickets will be sold Nov. 27, 28 a&d 29, 
limited to return until Dec. 5, inclusive. 
Apply to agents Chicago & North-Wes
tern R'y. 

Don't waste 
t 

your money * 
g any longer—get your furnace in right condition. And $ 
g those that look for a new heating apparatus would do J 
J well to get a Round Oak. Where you use two or more J 
$ stoves to heat your home, the Round Oak Furnace will § 
t be cheaper. For sale and installed by - -̂  S 

| Mrs.H Laudensehlager, New l)lm,Minn. i 

HOUESEEKEKS' EXCURSIONS TO THE 
NORTHWEST, WEST AND SOUTHWEST 

Via the North-Western Line, Excursion 
tickets at greatly reduced rates are on 
sale to the territory indicated above. 
Standard and Tourist Sleeping Cars, 
Free Reclining Chair Cars and "The 
Best of Everything." Tor dates of sale 
and full particulars apply to agents 
Chicago & North-Western R'y. 43 

$10,000 FOR SCHOOL SECURED 

Funds for Catholic Parochial 
Flowing in. 

School Building 

A fine line ofcj*'- ^ 

BOX CANDIES 
always on hand.., All sizes, 
filled with fresh, choice 
Bonbons at Max Burer's 
Corner Store. - * * A 
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Ten thousand dollars has been 
raised in cash or pledges by the com
mittee of the Catholic church having 
in charge the construction of the paro
chial school house. Most of this has 
been secured within the last week and 
as the work has been practically just 
begun the committee expects little 
trouble in raising the full $40,000 or 
more required. 

Only about a fifth of all the members 
who are expected to contribute have 
been approached and in every quarter 
there has been the utmost willingness 
to give. Everybody seems to be pros
perous this year and pride in the mag
nificent building under construction 
has made it easy for the committee. 

The plan is to collect about $100 on 
an average from every family in the 

-congregation, allowance being made 
for those who cannot give as much 
and for those who can give more. 
The pledges are to be redeemed any 
time within four years. 

THE HOME BAKERY. 1 

ICE CREAM 
Wholesale and Retail.-** 

The most delicious ICE CEEAM 
SODA served at our fountain. & 

I WD. EIBNER, PROP. 
I m m i i i i i r i i t i m i B i M f l i t i J i M M «• • • 

W A N T E D TO R E N T . House or suite of 
rooms for light housekeeping. Inquire 
at this office. 42tf 
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You can never tell about Hard Maple Soap until you have 
tried it. Let us make a combined effort to get good out of 
Hard Maple "Soap for both of us. ¥• 
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