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GEOLOGIST SAYS WE HAVE 
BIG OIL FIELD HERE 

M. H. Labbee States Tlwt His Com- 
pany Will Soon lii'irin extensive 5 ,v 

Developirtents Here. i 

In conversation with a News repor- 
ter Monday M. R. Labbee,' consulting, 
oil and gas geologist for ancT a mem- 

ber of the Red Vahay Leasing and 

Drilling Company, stated that we have 

an oil field here and that his company 
was getting ready to begin operations 
soon, though he did not think It best 

at this time to announce just where 

the first well would be sunk. He said 

i at he had been successful in helping 
to develope a number of new fields and 
that this was one of the most promis- 
ing. He believed that small concerns, 
who were not able to give a field a fair 
test, was a great drawback and acted 
as a discouragement, He said that his 

company expected to develope their 
end of the job, but that no one com- 

pany could deveftpe a whole field, and 
that they would let contracts to other 

companies to drill on some of their ; 
leases over which they could have su- 

pervision. He said that they were in 
the business of peddling leases, and 
that in all his operations where leases 
were sold at a high price after Oil was 

found1, and when it was necessary in j 
order to get immediate development | 
that they had always split the price ! 
with the landlord, which was the only 
fair thing to do. This got development 
and gave all parties a share in acreage 

profits. 

From Rev. C. S. Wales. 
The News has a card from Rev. C, S. 

Wales, who is attending the Southern 
Baptist Convention at Washington, D.C. 
He announces that there will be: 
preaching at the Baptist church here | 
next Sunday, the 11 o’clock subject] 
being ","Report of Southern Baptist' 
Convention.” The subject for 7:30 ] 
will be “Fundamentals in Evangelism.” i 

He said that up to noon May 15, 8.117 
delegates had been registered. 

-o- 

Articles Not Signed. 
Articles of public interest, are being 

sent in from various communities with-, 
out being signed. We will not publish 
this communications unless you sign 
your name.—Editor. 

-o-- 

Richmond School Will Close 
Next Friday Evening 

The Richmond school will close a 

very successful school next Friday. 
The commencement exercises wil be 
held Friday evening, and Is as follows: 

Piano solo, Winnie Gardner. 

Salutatory, Mary Lou Patterson, 
Class History, Mabel Hall. 

Class poem, Winnie Perry. 
Class Prophecy, Few Holmes. 

Reading, Mabel Hall. 

Valedictory, “The Value of Moral 

Education, in School,' Will Mat Locke. 

Presentation of diplomas, John J. 

DuLaney. 
Address, Judge) J. S. Steel. 

'RED RIVER RISING; 
ALSO LITTLE RIVER 

Cronk Predicts Foot Rise ;;t In 

Crest Not Yet Reached; 23 F«j‘t 
•at Arthur City. 

dex; 

All levees on the Little River 
I • 

ved 

Miller sides of Red River were hoi 
Tuesday morning, though there is 

dieted for Index by Cronk a stag 
28 feet. A report from Arthur 

gave a stage of 23 feet. It is belie 

by local river nien^iiat a 30 foot st tigt 

at Index can be controlled. The low 

bottoms are flooded in many places. 
Near Fulton and below the river is 

very high. The levee has broken on 

ind 

ling 
pre- 

of 

by 

the LaFayette county line in three 

places. At White Cliffs the stage was 

29.6 with the water still rising. The 
water was up over the Frisco tracks 
at Red Bluff Tuesday morning, and 

it is likely that Frisco trains will be 
unable to cross much longer. 

It is Necesarv to Run 
the Harrow Over Land Now 

(By Geo. M. Johnston, County Agent) 
The recent heavy rains has washed' 

and packed the land to such an extent 

that it is very necessary to run the 

harrow over the land at once to restore 

life and conserve moisture. 
Just a soon as rains cease and the 

land began to dry out large quantities 
of moisture and plant food will leave 

the soil through evaporation unless you 

keep it in the soil by efficient use of 

the harrow. 

The Gee Whiz or Spring tooth har- 
row is a splendid emplement to pul- 
verize the surface of the soil. Spread 
this emplement out to just fit between j 
thd rows that it will cover the en- 

tire middle. Go one time to the row, 

this will cover all the surface and will 

prevent the land" from crusting and 
will conserve moisture and plant food. 
This method will enable you to get 
over your fields very quickly and will 
leave the ground in good condition for 
the plows to do efficient work later. 

If the rains should continue this 
method would give the growing crop a 

very good cultivation and at the same 

time kill some vegetation 
By all mean start to harrow just as 

soon as your tea me can get on th& 
fields, it will help the crop and save 

plant food, 
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BURTON WALKER CITED 

Little River Boy Cited for Gallantry in 
Action and Meritorious Conduct. 

Burton K. Walker of Richmond has 

received from his division comman- 

der a citation for gallantry in action 

and meritorius services. Burton was 

a member of the 16th infantry and the 

First division. He was woundfed in ac- 

tion at Chateau Thierry on July 18th, 
1918, while the American forces were 

turning back the German army and 

marking the turning point of the war, 
He had a brother, John Walker, who 
has previously been cited for bravery. 

HERE YOU 
RECEIVE IT IN 
THE FULLEST 
ME A S U R E 

f 

Acquire Community 
Spirit 

In the early days there were common 

hardships to endure. When men lie, 
rifle in hand under the same blanket to 
await a common foe there is little aptness 
to ever again clash on petty questions. 

Community spirit was acquired in 
those days through necessity. The war 

again made it necessary and right here 
in Ashdown we saw how easy it was to 
acquire and hpw delightfully pleasing it 
became. 

Let’s not lose it again, but make it, 
from now on, a vital part of our commun 

ity life. Whether we live upon the farm 
or in the town we must become a work- 
ing part of this community, which sur- 

rounds us and so retain this soul of com- 

munity life. 

ARKANSAS STATEBANK 

“No Rod Tapo~Wo Do or Wo Don’t” 

LOCAL LIGHT COMPANY 
IN HANDS OF RECOVER 

Commonwealth Public Service C oin- 

l>iiny Take Voluntary Bankruptcy 
Course in Ft. Smith Court. 

With debts alleged to total $1,328,- 
7^3.24, bonds outstanding over a mil- 
lion dollars, inability to make loans for 
emergency claims, and danger of mani- 
fold activities of the. company alleged 
to be in danger of disintegration, the 
Commonwealth Public Service com- 

pany with head offices in Fort' Smith, 
passed into the hands of the receiver 
Monday, with W. L. Curtis of Fort 
Smith, receiver under $50,000 bond, on 

order of Federal Judge F. A. You- 
mans. Temporary injunction was also 
granted* restraining creditors or others 
from interferring with the court re- 

ceivership or property pending final 
adjudication. 

The complaint was filed in federal 
court Saturday by John H. Murphy 
of Chicago, who alleges that he is a 

creditor of the company to the amount 

of $338,939.03. being owner of eight 
notes of the company each for $50,000, 
Defendants at the same time filed ans- 

wer which substantially admitted the 
claims of plaintiff and consented to 

receivership. Vinvent M. Miles of the 
firm of Pryor and Miles, went to Tex- 
arkana, where Judge Youmans was 

holding court and submitted* the com- 

plaint and answrer, whereup Judge 
Youmans entered the decree which was 

filed at Fort Smith Monday. 
The complaint alleges that with a 

million and a third dollars of debts 
outstanding and present financial con- 

ditions making the securing of neces- 

sary loans impossible, there is danger 
pf the entire property being dissipated*, 
and scattered out piecemeal under de- 
crees in many courts in half a dozen 
counties in Arkansas and nearly as 

many in Oklahoma. 
The complaint alleges that the de- 

fendant company has high power 
transmission lines from Fort Smith 
through Crawford, Franklin and John- 
son counties, with branch line to Paris 
and other points. It is also alleged 
that the company has ice plants and 
light plants at Ashdown. Mena and 
DeQueen, and others points south with 
contracts for icing cars for the Kan- 
sas City Southern. 

It is also alleged* that the company 
has electric and gas service at Sali- 
saw, Waggoner, Vian, Pryor, Creek and 
other points in Oklahoma with pipe 
lines for supplying gas from the field. 
It is alleged that Oklahoma taxes are 

now due, and suit and property^attach- 
ment threatened. 

TERRALL OPENS CAMPAIGN 

Raps Stilts Commissions and Advocat- 
es More Economic Government, 

Sheridan, May 15.—Tom J. Terrall, 
secretary of state, today formally 
opened his campaign for the Demo- 
cratic nomination for governor when 
he spoke at the courthouse here this 
afternoon. He was introduced by J. 
Nathan Nall, a Sheridan attorney. 

Mr. Terrall reviewed' his administra- 
tion as secretary of state, saying that 
the office has been placed on a higher 
plane and that modern business meth- 
odes have been introduced which have 
saved the state a large sum. He quot- 
ed from Jhe state comptroller's recent 

report on an audit of the office, in 
which he was commended for efficien- 
cy. On a single item Mr. Terral said 
he saved $30,000 to the state. 

-o- 

TO PLANT MUCH SORGHUM 
— 

Mountain Hume Farmers Will Produce 
Own Long S wee tiling. ” 

Mountain Home, May 15. — The 
largest crop of sorghum ever planted 
in the mountain counties of Arkansas 
will go into the ground within the next 
few weeks. Most of the hill-'farmers 
are boycotting high priced sugar and 
say that they are going to prou'uce en- 

ough “long sweetning" this season to 

satisfy their needs for next year. Oth- 
ers signify their intentions of making 
their cane juice into a course brown 
sugar instead of molasses. 

Sorghum making this year will be 
one of the liveliest industries in the 
mountains, and hundreds of barrels 
will be put away for next year's use, 
Where one acre was planted last year, 
five will be planted this year, it is said. 

Sorghum is not hard to raise here i 

and the syrup is easy to make. The | 
cane is stripped in the field, cut and | 
hauled to the mill. These mills oper- 
ate for toll and are portable. There is 

pne in each neighborhood, and1 this is 
moved from place to place until the 
crop in that neighborhood is worked 
up. 

ASHDOWN SCHOOL ELEC- 
TION WAS HELD SATURDAY 

Twelve Mill Tax Was Voted. A. J. Kas- 
sel I and tV. tV. Bishop Re-elected 

on School Hoard. 

A large vote was polled at the an- 

nual school election held in Ashdown 

Saturday. The 12 mill tax carried 
solidly, which speaks very highly, of 
school interests in the town and spe- 
cial district. 

A. J. Russell and W. W. Bishop, re- 

tiring members of the board', were re- 

elected by large majorities. The vote 

follows: 
A. J. /Russell, 151. 
W, W. Bishop, 134. 
Ed Phillips, 106. 
W. W, Buster, 35. 
For members of the county board of 

education: 
C. H. Park, 204; I. W. Holmes, 2CT0; 

D. C. Cobb 157; W. W. Gardner 173; 
F. M. Davis, 150; T, B. Cook 143; R. T, 
Sessions 132; J. H. Barkman 57. 

Five members will constitute the 
board. The vote from over the county 
has not been reported. 

-o- 

Hempstead Pioneer Citizen 
Dies at his Columbus Home 

— 

J. E. Johnson of Columbus, Hemp- 
stead county, died at his home Sunday 
of heart trouble. Mr. Johnson was 79 

years of age. He is survived by his 
wife. The deceased was a pioneer of 
this section, having been born and', 
reared at Columbia. He had many 

friends here, who will be sorry to learn 
1 

of his death. He had three sons liv- 

ing in Ahdown, J. M, Johnson, M. C. 
Johnson and D. Johnson. All three of 

the sons and their daughters, Misses 
Eva and Mildred attended the funeral 
which was Held Sunday. 

TEACHERS' PAY INCREASED 

Texarkana Board Grants Raise of from 
1*2 to 38 Per Cent. 

Tdxarkana, May 15.—The Arkansas 

Side School Board has increased sal- 
aries of teachers in the high school 
12 per cent and in some grades in the 

graded schools as much as 3S per cent. 
It also voted to have a full year ses- 

sion of the schools, the teachers to be 

paid one-twelfth of their annual sal- 

aries each month. It was also d'ecided 
that in the employment of teachers, 

preference should be given to outside j 
teachers over home teachers as in case 

of unsatisfactory service the former 
could be( more readily dispensed with, 
and it was also the view of the board 
that “the presence of newcomers 

among the children has a better psy- 

choligical effect on them.” The pay roll 
for the ensuing term will be $57,615, 
an increase of $14,000 over last year. 

-o- 

HOMU-TALENT PLAY 

Girls’ Auxiliary ctf Baptist Church will 

Give Play May 20th. 

The Girls’ Auxiliary of the Baptist 
church will give a play. “The Happiest 
Plan,” Thursday night, May 20th in the \ 
basement of the new church. The 

price will be 15 and 25 cents, and the 

carpet will go toward buying the 

carpet for the church, Evervbdy 
come, and bring somebody with you. 
The program follow's: 

Act 1. Sitting room in Burnham 

House, May 1st, 
Reading, Nelle Kolb. 
Act 2. The Bernottis' living room, 

the following Saturday. 
Reading, Beth Cowling. 
Act 3. The Bernottis’ living room 

three months later. 
Duet, “I am waiting for Thee," Mrs. 

Goolsby and Mrs. Bishop. 
Reading, Phillip Collins. 
Tableau, “The Cry of the Heathens.” 
Cast of characters: 
Kate Burnham, Tressa Snyder, 
Mrs. Burnham, Verna Ataway. 
Tressie, the Burnham maid, Idelle 

Middlebrook, 
Carmela Bernotti 1! years old. ; 

Louise Sims. 
The Bambino, a doll. 
Lucia Bernotti. Ruth Collins. 

-o 

Ogden Well Have Election 
Next Saturday, the 22nd 

An election has been called at Og- 
den to eloet the officers for that city. 
Ogden has only recently been incor- 

porated and this is their first election. 
The election will be held next Satur- 
day. and th lineup for office follows: 

For mayor. J. L. Welch. 
For Recorder, J. H. Smithson. 
For Aldermen, Nathan Furlow, Wm 

Hankins, J. C. Burris, Emmet Smith-' 
,eon, Geo. L. Lewis. 

OGDEN SCHOOL CLOSES 
A SUCCESSFUL YEAR 

School Render Excellent Program at 
(Rising Evening Last Friday. 

Other Sews, 

Ogden, May 17.— (Special)-—The in- 
termediate department' of the Ogden 
school gave their closing exercises 
Friday night' at the school auditorium. 
Although the weather conditions were 

very unfavorable a'large crowd was 

present. The stage was artistically de- 
corated with vines and roses and the ! 
pupils rendered a splendid program in ■ 

a very pleasing manner. The teacher, 
Miss VanHook, has taught two very 
successful years of schools for us and 1 

both patrons ana' pupils regret that 
she is leaving us to take a position in 
the city school of Siloam Springs. 
The annual school election took place 

Saturday. A 12-mill tax was voted 
and R. M. Holmes and Henry Wary 
were elected directors. 

At a mass meeting of the citizens 
Saturday night at the school hous.e, the 
following ticket was nominated for 
city offices in the town of Ogden: 
mayor, J. L. Welch; recorder. J. H. 
Smithson; aldermen, Nathan Furlow, 
W, M. Hankins, J. C. Burris, G. L. 
Lewis, W. E. Smithson. 

Miss Gertrude Owens of Glenwood! 
has returned to her home after a 

week s visit with F. M. VanHook and 
family. 

Mrs. Edith Holmes returned from 
Richmond1 Friday. 

Mrs. C. C. Casey of Texarkana visit- 
ed friends here Friday. 

Missesi Catherine Bannon and Lottie 
Van Hook spent the week-end with 
Texarkana friends, 

Roy Budd and daughter, Miss Mar- 
guerite, were in Ashdown Saturday af- 
ternoon., 

Mrs. J. B. Anderson has returned 
from a two weeks visit near Helena, 
Ark. 

Mrs. R. L. Pounders and children 
left Monday morning for New Orleans, j 
where they will make their future< 
home. They were accompanied by Miss j 
Pounder’s sister, who has veen visit- 
ing here the past week. 

Roy Budd made a business trip to 
Texarkana Monday. 

Fred VanHook .Tr„ was in Texark- 
ana Saturday evening. 

Miss Ga.tha Hudgins was the week- 
end guest of, Dr. and Mrs. I. N. Hutt 

ROADS IRC.TNG ACTION 

Railroads Wants Relief from tlie Gov- 
ernment. 

Washington, May 15.—Railroads of j the country through the Asocia.tion of 

Railway Executives and the American 
Railroad association today asked the 
interstate commerce commission to ex- 

ercise its emergency powers to relieve 
the ear shortage and freight conges- 
tion. 

In a statement filed with the com- 

mission, the railroad officials declared 
the situation was such as to ‘warrant 
and to require emergency action simi- 
lar to that taken when this country en- 

tered the war."’ They enumerated 
several causes for the car shortage, the 
principal reason given being restricted 
building of equipment during the war. 

HOOVER TALKS OH SUGAR 
AHD LABOR SHORTAGE 

_ 

" 

Advocates Rationing and l’. S. Control 
Through Commercial 

Methods. 

Washington, May 15.—Herbert Hoov- 

er, former food administrator and can- 

didate for the Republican nomineti :a 

for president, gave his views to Con- 

gress today on the sugar and industr- 

ial situation. 

Appearing before a House commit- 

tee investigating the sugar situation, 
Mr. Hoover declared that the world 

shortage was likely to continue two or 

three years. The pressing need is ra- 

tioning, he said, with immediate gov- 
ernment action to control the supply 
through commercial, not legal meth- 

ods. 
Although the hearing related pri- 

marily to the action of Attorney Gen- 

eial Palmer in approving a maximum 

price for the Louisiana crop, it reached 

out into a broader field. Mr. Hoover 

said that the government should have 

bought the Louisiana crop should have 

pocketing the loss, or else selling to 

the luxury trade at an advance. 

Earlier in the day Mr. Hoover, who 

was a member of President Wilson’s 

second industrial conference, told the 

Senate Labor Committee he did not 

believe the rationship between em- 

ployers and empoyes could be settled 

by any form of legal repression, 
whether it be by injunction, compul- 
sory arbitration or industrial courts, 
He said labor unquestionably had been 

affected by reports of the excessive 

profits of some employers, although 
he was emphatic in saying that unlike 

Europe, the United States had not 

been threatened by any attempt by 
labor leaders to use the strike as a 

poliical weapon. 

Answering a multitude of questions 
I on the Louisiana sugar crop and po- 

| litical situation. Mr. Hoover said he 

| had no knowledge of his own on the 

! subject, but that it influenced Cuban 

| producers to stimulate prices, and that 
t except for it the rise in prices would 
.have been less lapid. 
! Mr. Hoover disagreed with the at- 

torney general’s policy. Prices never 

could be fixed by threates of jail. 
He said that prohibition had stimulat- 
ed the use of sugar in the manufacture 
of sweet drinks, and thus had added to 

the drain on stocks needed for home 
sumption. 

Makes Final Berry Shipment, 
Horatio, May 16,—Strawberry grow- 

ers in this section Friday nigit ship- 
| ped their 38th ca^ of berries, which 
! was the final shipment for this sea- 

! son. The prevailing prices has been 
about $8 per crate. 

-o- 

Foreman Man Sells Theater. 
Mena. May 15.—The Best theater, 

recently opened by C. N. Jinkins of 
Foreman, has been sold to Pr’ce Mc- 
Call, owner of the Lyric and Airdome 
and will be closed to patrons. 

Sweet Potato Growers. 
On account, of the school elections 

the potato growers meeting was not 
held Saturday, but will be held next 
Saturday at the courthouse at 2:30. 

Unwise Speculation 
Invites Disaster 

Many a firm’s business has been 
hopelessly involved through speculat- 
ing in enterprises that were foreign 
and unfamilar. 

Avoid such mistakes. Exercise pre- 
caution in your investments. Look 
before you leap. 

The First National Bank offers you 
the combined experience of its offi= 
cers and directors in determining the 
value of any financial project. 

* 


